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Daily Bible Readings: 

These readings are related to the Lectionary readings for this Sunday. 
Try to take time each day to read the assigned Bible passage.

Sunday	 John 14:23-29	 The sending of the Counselor
Monday	 John 3:1-8	 Born of the Spirit
Tuesday	 Ezekiel 36:22-31	 The Spirit promised to Israel
Wednesday	 Luke 12:8-12	 Jesus speaks of the Spirit
Thursday	 Acts 1:1-11	 Jesus taken up into Heaven
Friday	 John 13:36 – 14:4	 In the Father’s house
Saturday	 Psalm 143	 May your Spirit lead me
Sunday	 John 14:23-29	 Jesus prays for the disciples

 
Scripture Verse for the Week:
“I give you peace, the kind of peace 
that only I can give. It isn’t like the 
peace that this world can give. So 
don’t be worried or afraid.”
-  John 14:27 (CEV)

Prayer for this Week:  
Holy Spirit, when I am afraid, give me courage; when I am wor-
ried, give me peace; and when I am cold, warm me with your 
love. Amen.

For Throughout the Day:  
Holy Spirit, please be my teacher.  Help me to follow Jesus today.  
Amen. (John 14:26)

A Blessing to Share:  
May God show grace to you and bless you.  May he smile on you 
with kindness.  Amen.  (Psalm 67:1)

Mealtime Refrain:  
May the peoples praise you, God:
May all the peoples praise you!  (Psalm 67:3)

Mealtime Prayer:   	
Come, Spirit of God, and on us rest, our table to grace, and our 
food to bless.  Amen.
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• Cut out & carry with you.

• Say at each mealtime.

• Read at bedtime.

• Commit to memory.
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Faith Talk:
Discuss in your household or small group:
•      What is a teacher?  What is a counselor?
•      Share about a good teacher or counselor you know or have  
        known.  What did you like about them?
•      Jesus said the Holy Spirit is a counselor and a teacher (John  
        14:26).  What does this tell us about the Spirit?
•      Have you experienced the Spirit teaching or counseling you?  
        Share your experiences.

Devotional Practices:
Take time this week to show appreciation for mothers.  If a mother 
lives in your home, have each household member name three things 
about her they value or for which they are thankful.  Then gather 
around her and say this prayer together:

Lord God, thank you for (Name).  Thank you for the special 
person she is and for the ways she loves us and cares for us.  
Please bless her, today and always.  Amen.

If your mother is absent, take time to pray for her or say a prayer of 
thanks for her role in your life.  If possible, phone, email or write to 
her.

Service:
When Lydia became a Christian she invited the apostle Paul and his 
companions into her home (Acts 16:15).  Plan to provide hospitality 
to a fellow Christian in your home in the coming week.

Rituals and Traditions:
This Thursday (13 May) is Ascension Day.  In many Christian 
churches this Day of the church year goes by virtually unnoticed, 
but it is actually one of the five great festivals of the church, 
celebrated from the fourth century onwards. Marking the last 
earthly appearance of the Lord Jesus after his resurrection (Acts 1:1-
12; Luke 24:50-53; Mark 16:19; Matthew 28:16-20), Ascension Day 
falls on the fortieth day after Easter Sunday.

Make time this week for a household outing to a park.  Take a 
blanket to spread on the ground, then lie down and look at the sky.  
Read an account of the Ascension from a Bible or Bible storybook 
and talk about what it might have been like to see Jesus ascend to 
heaven.  Pray that you will be ready when he comes again.
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