
 

 

JOIN US FOR 
WORSHIP 

 
In Person 

Sunday Mornings:  
8:30 am in the sanctuary and 

10:45 am  
 

Online 
The 8:30 service is 

livestreamed  
on our YouTube channel. 

Check the website  
for the link!  

You can also view the service 
at your convenience. 

  
 

Past services are also available 
on Northfield’s public 

television station channels 
180 & 187  

No cable is required.  
There are four opportunities 

to watch: 
 

Monday 2:00 pm 
Tuesday 1:30 pm 

Wednesday 7:00 pm 
Saturday 7:00 am 

Sharing Christ’s love with a big heart 

Blaze 
OCTOBER 2022 

1321 North Ave., Northfield, MN 55057  •  507.786.6674  •  bethelnorthfield.org  •  facebook.com/bethellutheran 

      CALL COMMITTEE AT WORK       

Join us on Sunday, October 9, at 1:30 pm, for the Rite of Confirmation for our 10th 

Graders in the sanctuary. Please pray for our Confirmands as they take this important 

step in their journey of faith. 

CELEBRATE OUR CONFIRMANDS      

 

This is a quote from the Northfield paper of February 6, 1920. One hundred years later the problem remains. 

Twenty seven percent of Rice County citizens are cost burdened with housing. They spend over thirty percent of 

their income on housing. Northfield is the third most expensive city for housing in Minnesota. Housing is a key 

human need not only for physical protection but also for family stability, children’s academic achievement, mental 

health and financial security. For a congregation whose name means “house of God,” the Beyond the Budget com-

mittee is highlighting “Homes for God’s Children” and helping Bethel expand our concept of what “house of God” 

stands for, housing, and how we can make a difference. 

 

affordable housing units. Look for articles, Bethel U presentations, and more as we challenge the congregation to 

raise $50,000 towards the purchase of appliances. The church council voiced its support for the project, and the 

church garage sale committee has given us a dramatic start, donating $10,000 from this year’s sale. The Beyond the 

Budget committee is asking you to consider a contribution made to the “Hillcrest Project” to help those in our com-

munity to find housing they can afford. It is a problem that we should not put off for another one hundred years. 
 

Homes for God’s Children: Linda Bliese, Gordon Olson, David Detert, Dayna Norvold, Rolf Kragseth, Bryce Narveson and Dottie 
Hammer.

The Call Committee has been hard at work all summer and now would like to have your help.  
On October 16 and 23, the last 15 minutes of the worship service will be dedicated to two 
surveys to seek input from the congregation.  On Oct 16, attendees will be asked to complete 
a survey to identify what they believe are the most important “tasks” the new Associate  
Pastor/Deacon should be involved in. On Oct 23, attendees will be asked to complete a  
survey regarding the “gifts for ministry” they believe the new person should possess. 
 

For those who watch church services online or are unable to attend one or both church  
services, the surveys will be posted on the Bethel website following each service. Information 
on how to access and complete the surveys will be included in a Call Committee Update in a 
future editions of the Weekly. 

Ben Fisher, Call Committee Chair 

      BETHEL’S NEW COVID PROTOCOLS    

As of September 20, 2022, for all services, youth and adult education, and other activities 
occurring within the building masking is now optional.  We encourage those who are ill to 
please stay home.  All who wish to do so are welcome to continue wearing a mask during 
church activities. 

Claire Casson  

Nicholas Eschen  

Max Frank  

Kate Gansen 

Teagan Jaynes 

Ella Krupicka  

Ryan Kuyper 

Noa Marohl 

James Martig 

Allison Mathews 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sophie Meyer  

Aidan Molesky  

Garrett Muench 

Landen Myers  

Tait Narveson 

Elliot Ness 

Kellie O'Meara 

Ella Pagel 

Shelby Patterson 

Jack Pribyl 

Raine Scheuble 

Rachel Swenson 

Rylan Waters 

Tristan Westergren 
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FIRESIDE REFLECTIONS           by Pastor Inger 

Dear Bethel, 

Fall is in the air! Even as a I appreciate how the long summer days invited rest and  
restoration, I love how this season now bids us to awake with brisk energy and purpose. The 
weekly rhythm at the church building has shifted too – rehearsals have resumed, educational 
programming has started, and groups that pause in the summer are gathering again.  

I am enjoying having some familiarity with this rhythm as I begin my first not first year with 
this wonderful congregation. But the difference is not just in knowing a bit more about what 
to expect; it’s also that the rhythm seems to be beating a little more strongly. There’s the 
strength of reunion, with the return and more regular appearances of those who took much 
needed lake time and vacations. And this reunion is a little less shadowed by the pandemic. 
Enrollment is up 31% for Sunday School and 43% for Limitless as we welcome children to 
the church with Brenda. Our new interim youth director, Kristi, has jumped into her role 
with humor and expertise. Bistro is back – a meal making Wednesday evening all the more 
vibrant. Bethel U offerings will be showing us different ways to put our faith into action or 
explore our spirituality.  

Rally Sunday, our traditional kick-off for fall programming, was technically “powerless.”  
And yet, in song, in celebration, in bouncy houses and hot meal miracles, it revealed a  
community powered by Spirit. This fall, I hope you’ll plug in. Be recharged. Be reformed.  
Be empowered. 

God’s peace, 

Pastor Inger 

LETTER FROM COUNCIL PRESIDENT BILL HOEKSTRA 

Pastor Inger Hanson 
(she/her) 

pastor.inger@ 
bethelnorthfield.org 

(preferred for non-urgent 
communication) 

 

office 
507-786-8875  

cell 
307-248-0438 

 
office hours 

by appointment Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, and Thursdays 

 

days off 
Mondays & Saturday 

Pardon our dust… 

You’ve seen this message before at hotels and restaurants undergoing change or renovation during a first time visit or in your 
attempts to enjoy a place very familiar to you. At Bethel, we have seen a lot of "dust" over the past year. This can be  
unsettling coming from a church that has experienced little change in quite a long time. It can also signal excitement for the 
possibility of something new and intriguing. It may trigger feelings of both.  While we as a church have not planned for every 
change, each and every change was carefully thought through and well managed by our very capable staff and council  
members! Notably, we have 1) transferred management of our financials from an in-house position to a local accounting firm 
specializing in church accounting.  This will allow us stability and continuity regardless of future staffing changes. 2) The 
move to a local accounting firm allowed us to transition to a much more user friendly software platform – Breeze!  This will 
make coordination and communication far simpler.  Previously, financials and our general church management (member 
directory, committee, ministry group and Sunday School class lists) were on a single, cumbersome software program. 3) We 
have just hired an Interim Youth Director who has both substantial experience and academic training in youth ministry.  We 
are kicking off fall programming without major interruption. Despite the challenges of our interior “renovations”, our  
congregation is financially healthy, registration in our youth programs is up, and we are excited for fall!  Although there will 
always be plans or surprises for a growing church, they all can create dust.  We all know what glorious things God can do 
with dust!  I look forward to working with you as we walk the path Jesus blazed! 

In Peace,  

Bill Hoekstra 

Bethel Church Congregational President  



 

 

OCT 3    5:00 pm  Worship & Arts Committee 

     5:30 pm  Congregational Life Committee 

OCT 4    9:00 am  Adopt-a-Highway  Meet at Bethel to carpool. Bring work gloves. Safety vests and bags provided. 

     6:00 pm  Face It 

OCT 5    7:00 pm  Confirmation Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

OCT 6    10:45 am   OWLS Older, Wiser Lutherans (Youth Room) 

     11:00 am   Revisit Enneagram Triads  

     7:00 pm  Bethel Breast Friends (Fireside Room) 

     7:00 pm  Bethel Vision Seekers (Flaherty’s Northfield Lanes Patio) 
 

OCT 7     9:30 am  WoW (Women of the Word) Bible Study.  We are beginning The Faithful, which is a study of  five Old  

        Testament heroes. 

OCT 9    1:30 pm  Rite of Confirmation (Sanctuary) 
 

OCT 11    9:00 am  Quilting Group (CLC) 

     11:30 am  Lydia Circle 

OCT 13    4:00 pm  Mission & Justice Committe 

     7:00 pm  Finance Committee 
 

OCT 18    6:00 pm  Face It 

     6:30 pm  Church Council Meeting 
 

OCT 22    9:00 am  Craft Bee Day. Join us in the CLC from 9 am–8 pm. Bring your scrapbook, quilt, needle project, or even your 

        laptop and organize photos. All activities and ages welcome. Bring a friend! A light breakfast will be served.  

OCT 25    9:00 am      Quilting Group (CAC) 
                       7:30 pm  GRASP Meeting A support group for bereaved family members and/or victims left behind after a substance 

        passing. Please contact Jill Adams (507) 321-0938  for more information.  
 

OCT 30    12:00 pm  Fall Ministry Summit 
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EVERY WEEK 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 8 AM - 4 PM 

 

SUNDAY   8:30 am  Worship 

     9:45 am  Coffee Fellowship, Bethel Presents, Sunday School & Faith Flow 

     10:45 am  Worship  
      

     

TUESDAY   9:45 am  Staff Meeting 
 

WEDNESDAY  (NO YOUTH & CHILDREN ACTIVITIES OCT 23-MEA) 
     3:15 pm  Limitless  

     4:45 pm  Carol Choir for 4th and 5th graders  

     5:45 pm  Bistro  

     6:15 pm  Ring Forth Youth Bell Choir  

     7:00 pm  6th Grade Connections (every other week) 

        Confirmation for 7th, 8th, and 9th graders  

        10th Grade Confirmation  

        Hang Time  

        Adult Choir Rehearsal 

     8:05 pm  Brio Youth Bell Choir  
      

THURSDAY   8:30 am  Men of Bethel (MoB) Studying books by C.S. Lewis 
     9:30 pm  FaB (Faith and Books)  Be the Bridge: Pursuing God’s Heart for Racial Reconcilliation 

 

FRIDAY    9:30 am  WoW  

THIS MONTH 



 

 

KINDLE A FLAME... 
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October Sunday FUN-Days: 

October 2nd: All About Me Day 
God blesses each and every one of us with extra special 
things that make us unique! We will celebrate those gifts and 
learn what makes our nursery friends different and  
exceptional!      

October 9th: We L❤VE Books 
Books and stories are a big part of our Sunday mornings in 
the nursery.  Don't miss out on some special guest readers 
who will stop in to read some of our very favorite stories. 
Also, we will visit the Bethel Library through our secret  
passage-way door (that only we in the nursery know about)!  
 

October 16th: Pancakes and PJ's 
Exactly that!! Wear your jammies or comfy clothes to church 
and help us make and eat pancakes and other breakfast 
goodies! Don't forget your favorite stuffed animal and  
slippers! 

October 23rd: The Rainbow Connection 
A colorful morning filled with sharing the story of Noah and 
the rainbow, making a vibrant rainbow of our own to take 
home as a sign of God's promise to us, 
and seeing how many different rainbow-
colored snacks we can enjoy in one  
morning!   
 

October 30th: Happy Harvest 
One of our favorite times of the year! Join 
us for games, stories, crafts and activities 
all themed around the  
wonderful season of  
Autumn!  

Nursery News 

Juley Jenkinson (she/her) 
Nursery Director 
507-786-8973  
jjenkinson@bethelnorthfield.org  

SPARK AN INTEREST... 
Children’s Ministry Update 

What’s New in the Children’s Ministry? 
 

Upcoming Dates: 

Oct. 12 & 16 – Christmas Program Casting 

Oct. 20 - No Limitless (MEA) 

October 28 & 29 - 5th Grade Holy Communion Retreat 

October 30 - Share, Save, Spend Parent Child Class 

Christmas Program Update: 
We are returning to an in-person Children’s Christmas 
Program this year! Casting will happen October 12 during 
Limitless & October 16 during Sunday School. The program 
will happen during both worship services on December 18. 
All children ages 3-Grade 5 are encouraged to participate!  
 

Be blessed. We’re in this together. 
Brenda  
 

 

 
Brenda Atzinger (she/her)             

Director of Children’s Ministries 
507-786-8878 

batzinger@bethelnorthfield.org 

Kristi Larson (she/her)             
Director of Youth Ministries 
651-230-6057  (cell/text) 
youth@bethelnorthfield.org 

CATCH FIRE! 
Youth Ministry        
Wednesday Nights at Bethel!  

6th Grade Connections is meeting in October on the 12 

and 26 with Juley Jenkinson and Scott Broughton.  

Confirmation is back in full swing for our 7th – 9th grade 

students every Wednesday from 7:00-8:00.  

*Confirmation will be meeting at Northfield High School 

on October 12.  

Hang time for 10th-12th grade students is every  

Wednesday with Kara Millerhagen and Chad Jenkinson!   

Pizza, games, and time to just be with friends every 

week.  Join us and bring a friend!  

*Remember, there are NO Wednesday Night activities 

(Confirmation, Hangtime etc) on October 19 due to MEA 

weekend.    

Sunday Mornings!  

Middle and High School Youth are invited to join us every 

Sunday morning between worship for Faith Flow!  The last 

Sunday of each month is “breath time” a special time for you 

to come and hang out in the youth room.  This month, let’s 

make some pancakes (with all the toppings) in the youth 

room. 

Welcome our new Interim  
Director of Youth Ministries,  
Kristi Larson! 
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HOMES FOR GOD’S CHILDREN 

FAITH FORMATION FOR ALL AGES 

Did you know that Rice County is the third 
most expensive place to live in Minnesota? 
We’re behind the Twin Cities Metro and 
Rochester.  It’s considered affordable if you 
pay no more than 30% of your income on 
housing.  Monthly Fair Market Rent (that 
often don’t include utility costs) in Rice 
County are: 

“Thank You For Your Service”  from Pastor Phil 

I suspect that these words sound familiar. It’s good and right 
that we should thank the men and women who serve our 
country in the armed forces. We can also be thankful for all 
the many vocations God gives to people. Changing a messy 
diaper, driving a school bus, milking cows, or helping an  
older neighbor get some groceries, are all callings from God. 

In 1534 Martin Luther wrote the words: 

“The ministry is not to be too exalted above other callings. All callings 
which, in the order of creation, contribute to the community are equally 
holy. 

On the other hand, the ministry is not to be degraded and made  
common. The  office of Word and Sacrament 
not only lends dignity and authority, but also 
makes exacting demands.” 

Bethel is blessed to have several  
retired pastors who have served God’s 
church well. Pastor Clark Cary has 
recently retired after serving as a  
chaplain at Three Links Care Center 
for the past seven years.  Clark is a 
graduate of Concordia University, 
Moorhead, MN, and Luther Seminary.  He was ordained in 
his home congregation, Zion Lutheran Church in Twin Val-
ley, MN, on July 9, 1967.  He has served congregations in 
Pasadena and San Francisco, CA, and Blue Earth, MN. 

After leaving Blue Earth in 2003, Clark moved here to 
Northfield and served five interims in various congregations 
in southeast Minnesota. When he was asked if he would still 
choose to be a pastor if he could do the years over again, he 
replied, “Yes.  I have really enjoyed being a pastor.  I loved 
the relationships I developed with people. I have always had 
excellent support from my wife, Lois.” 

Pastor Bob Kaul has recently retired from serving as a  
chaplain for the past seven years at  
Millstream Commons Assisted Living. 
Bob is a graduate of Concordia College 
in St. Paul and Luther Seminary. He was 
ordained on September 21, 1980 at  
Minnetonka Lutheran Church. He has 
served congregations in Lake Lillian, 
MN, Fargo and Argusville, ND,  
Comfort, TX, and Montgomery, MN. 

Over the course of his working career there were also times 
he did other things besides serving churches, such as teach-
ing sixth grade, working as a business administrator, and 
owning and operating a wood-working business. Serving as a 
pastor wasn’t always easy. Pastor Bob says that the Lord kept 
calling him, again and again, to serve God’s church. 

To Pastor Clark Carey and Pastor Bob Kaul, I think we can 
all say, “Thank you for your service.” To both of them, I am 
sure our Lord is saying, “Well done, good and faithful  
servants!” 

BURN BRIGHTLY... 

Apartment 
Size 

Monthly 
Cost 

Annual 
Income 
needed to 
support that 
rent 

Studio apart-
ment 

$909 $35,360 

1-bedroom $973 $37,440 

2-bedroom $1,168 $45,760 

3-bedroom $1,350 $54,080 

4-bedroom $1,506 $60,320 

Current Job Openings in Rice 
County 

Employer/Job 

Starting 
Hourly 
Wage 

Annual 
Income 

30% of that income 
for an affordable 
housing payment 

Fielder’s Choice Server $10.33 $21,486 $537 

Laura Baker Services for Awake/
Overnight shifts, Direct Support 
Professionals and In-Home Direct 
Support Professionals. 

$14.00 $29,120 $728 

Kwik Trip Guest Service Leader $16.50 $34,210 $855 

Northfield Montessori Lead Infant 
or Toddler Teacher 

$17.00 $35,360 $884 

Amazon Warehouse Worker $18.00 $37,440 $936 

Aldi Warehouse $20.00 $41,600 $1,039 

Post Production Worker $24.69 $51,355 $1,283 

Northfield Retirement Community 
Skilled Nursing: 

      

     Nursing assistant $15.20 $31,616 $790 

     LPN $23.00 $47,840 $1,196 

     RN $29.00 $60,320 $1,506 

     Culinary $14.40 $29,952 $749 
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BETHEL BRIGHT LIGHTS 

September Review 

Phase one of the organ restoration project was 
completed just as September began.  There is a 
new quality in the sound we hear coming from 
this wonderful instrument now.  Phase 2 will 
happen in the summer months. 

Limitless Chapel is in back full swing. Singing 

and skits and lessons made fun with Brenda. 

Rally Sunday was full of 

life, energy, fun, food and 

celebration! 

We welcome Janice 

Lehmkuhl, Communications;  

Kristi Larson, Youth; and 

Pete Schleif, Adult Choir, to 

round out the Bethel Staff. 
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LET YOUR LIGHT SO SHINE... 

WORSHIP VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

 October 2 October 9 October 16 October 30 October 23 

Ushers 

 
 

 

8:30 Don Pavek, Bruce 
Dueffert & Bob 
Vanderhoof 
10:45 Denise Halvorson 
Marv Farmer 

Char & David Jacobsen 

Don Pavek 

10:45 Denise Halvorson 

Marv Farmer 

8:30 Don Pavek  

10:45 Available 

8:30: Don Pavek, John 

Larson 

10:45 Available 

8:30 Don Pavek 

10:45 Available 

Greeters 

 

 

8:30 Carol Cole, Phyliss 

Larson 

10:45 Scott Broughton 

8:30 Karen Mader 

10:45 Available 

8:30 Carol Cole 

10:45 Available 

8:30 Carol Cole 

10:45 Available 

8:30 Available 

10:45 Available 

Nametags 

 

8:30 Mary Hoekstra 

Alice J. Nelson} 

10:45 Available 

8:30 Amy Olson, Tom 

Sola 

10:45 Mary Loven 

8:30 Susan, David Detert 

10:45 Available 

8:30 Bonnie Pavek 

10:45 Available 

8:30 Bonnie Pavek 

10:45 Available 

Readers 8:30 Bill Hoekstra 

10:45 Darlene  

Broughton 

8:30 Janice Lehmkuhl 

10:45 Janice Lehmkuhl 

8:30 Anton Armstrong 

10:45 Available 

8:30 Anton Armstrong 

10:45 Elizabeth Leer 

8:30 Janice Lehmkuhl 

10:45 Available 

Altar Care Rosann Brawley-setup 

Carol Cole BACK UP 

Carolyn Lysen 

Sharon Stoeck 

Carol Cole 

Set-up/clean-up 

Lois Cary 

set-up/clean-up 

Juley Jenkinson 

Set-up/clean-up 

Coffee  

Servers 

Kathy Eckstam-Ames Judy Tonolli, Pam & 

Bruce Santerre 

Available Available Available 

Treats  

(2-3 dozen) 

Bonnie Pavel, Alyce J 

Nelson, Ruth Hoekstra, 

Cheryl Dueffert 

Sharon Stoeck, Lois Cary, 

Bonnie Pavek 

Bonnie Pavek, Sharon 

Detert, Rhonda Reece 

Bonnie Pavek, Rhonda 

Reece 

Bonnie Pavek, Rhonda 

Reece 

Communion 

Bread 

Pam Santera Lana Reich Carol Cole Nancy Sparby Karen Mader 

Sacramental 

Minister 

8:30 Available 

10:45Kitty Runzheimer 

8:30 Sharon Stoeck 

10:45 

8:30 Anton Armstrong 

10:45 Clark Cary 

8:30 Available 

10:45 Mike Sparby 

8:30 Available 

10:45 Available 

THE FINANCIAL 

FURNACE    
by Jared Plotz 

A WORD ON STEWARDSHIP 
We believe that giving is both an expression of faith and a catalyst for the growth of 
faith.  Giving money or volunteering our time and talent are great and necessary  
traditions that fulfill our call as a congregation to share our abundance.  Why do we 
give through our church? 

1. We give out of our gratitude for God’s gift to us: “Thanks be to God for his  
indescribable gift.”  II Corinthians 9:15 

2. As a member of Bethel, we are blessed to be part of a larger culture of abundance: 
“God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance so you…may share 
abundantly in every good work.”  II Corinthians 9:8 

3. We believe in the ministry of Bethel and its life-changing influence in our church 
and community: “Through…this ministry you glorify God by the…generosity of 
your sharing with… all others.”  II Corinthians 9:13 

4. Giving is a joyful expression of our faith as a call to action “…as your faith in-
creases, the boundaries of [the] work among you will be extended.”  
II Corinthians 10:15 

5. We share Christ’s love with a Big Heart “Where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also.” Luke 12:34 

We are grateful to God for the ongoing generosity and vision of our members that 
allows our vital ministry to move forward.  Thank you for all you give. 

August revenue of $71,000 was 

below budgeted $76,000.  Year-to-

date (YTD) giving is now 4% 

higher than last year but remains 7

-8% behind budget.  Given ex-

pense savings at the personnel 

level, this lower revenue is not an 

immediate concern but could 

prove challenging in 2023.  August 

expenses were $63,000, yielding an 

estimated $7,500 of net income 

during the month. This reduced 

the YTD deficit to roughly $8,000. 
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 Submit Applications by October 15            

The Bethel Endowment Committee continues to accept grant proposals for its first Endowment distribution.  The 
committee will accept proposals until October 15.  Applications are available at the East Welcome Station.  Please 
submit completed applications to the church office, attention Endowment Committee. The proposal should focus 
on one of the three Endowment designations – Outreach Ministries, General Missions of Bethel, or  
Education.  More information about the Endowment and these designations can be found on the Bethel website at 
https://www.bethelnorthfield.org/endowment.html.  Winning proposals will receive the awarded amount by  
December 1.  One or two proposals will be selected to receive the first distribution, which will total $1200.  For  
example, one proposal may be awarded $200, and a second $1000.  The Bethel Endowment Committee will be  
sharing more about the proposal process throughout the fall.  If you have questions, please reach out to any of the 
Bethel Endowment Committee members. 

The Bethel Endowment Committee Ryan Blumhoefer, Mari Aylin, Barb Fowler, Heidi McCormick, Randy Peterson, Kevin Fink, 
John Larson, and Gordy Olson 

https://www.bethelnorthfield.org/endowment.html

