
    

   

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
   APRIL 28TH, 2024 
   8:30 AM & 10:45 AM 

+ indicates to stand in body or spirit;   
bold print indicates congregational responses 

 GATHERING  

 

PRELUDE “Si bona suscepimus”  Isaac Posch; ed. Michael Ewald 
       
WORDS OF WELCOME 
 
+ AN EASTERTIDE THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM  

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
by whose hand we are given new birth, 
by whose speaking we are given new life. Amen. 
 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are welcomed, restored, and supported 
as citizens of the new creation. 
 

Let us give thanks for the water, the mystery, and the life. 
 

Holy God, you are the river of life; you are the everlasting wellspring. 

In mercy and might you have freed us from sin and death and raised us with Jesus. 

In baptismal waters our old life is washed away, and in them we are born anew. 

Through these waters, each of us is called and gifted for ministry,  

in the church and in the world. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.christianity.com%2Fwiki%2Fjesus-christ%2Fwhat-did-jesus-mean-by-i-am-the-vine-you-are-the-branches.html&psig=AOvVaw1wE8uV_khaeZA_dWbhkG5E&ust=1713359995199000&source=images&cd=vfe&opi=89978449&ved=0CB
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   Glory to you, O Lord, for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. 
Honor to you for waters that wash us clean, 
quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and creatures. 
Praise to you for the life-giving water of baptism  
and the outpouring of the Spirit of the new creation.  
 

Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. 

Empower our witness to your resurrection. 

Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all. Amen.  

 

+ GATHERING HYMN “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”  ELW #367 
 
+ APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish our life  

in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 WORD  

A READING    1 JOHN 4:7-21 

 

A reading from the 4th chapter of First John.  

 

7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born  
of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love.  
9God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that  
we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and  
sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much,  
we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another,  
God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 
 13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 
14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 
15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God.  
16So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. 
  God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17Love has 
been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as 
he is, so are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear 
has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19We love  
because he first loved us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters,  
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are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God 
whom they have not seen. 21The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God 
must love their brothers and sisters also. 

 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
+ GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+ HOLY GOSPEL   JOHN 15:1-8 
 

The Gospel according to John, the 15th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes every branch  
in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 
3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide 
in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you 
unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I  
in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide 
in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, 
and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it 
will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become  
my disciples.” 
 

The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN’S HOMILY & HOMILY 
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+ HYMN OF THE DAY  “You Are the Vine”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
+ APOSTLES’ CREED   
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  

  he descended to the dead.   

  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

  the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  

  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  

  and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
  

Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
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+ SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 

 
OFFERING  
 

We pass the peace of Christ beyond our congregation and this moment through  
our offerings of time, talent, and treasure. Use this QR code for a one-time gift  
or to schedule an automatic donation through Breeze. Online giving cards (in the  
back of hymnal), checks or cash may be placed in the offering plates as they are passed. 
 

ANTHEM (8:30) “Praise”  Fred Gramann 

ANTHEM (10:45) “It Is Well With My Soul”  arr. Mary McDonald 

 
+ OFFERTORY  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+ OFFERTORY PRAYER   
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 MEAL  

 

+ GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

+ EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,  
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who in dying has destroyed death,  
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the  
witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and  
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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 God who planted the vineyard of creation, in Jesus you gave us the true vine, and in the power of 

your Holy Spirit shape your people into branches that bear fruit that will last. Apart from you we can 
do nothing. 

   

  The Words of Institution / Las Palabras de la Institución 
 

In, with, and through this meal, abide anew in us. Abide with all whose lives are far from fruitful; 
remain with those who have experienced pruning; dwell with any who feel like branches that have 
been discarded. Unite your church as branches of your one vine, and through being rooted and 
grounded in you, make us fruitful in body, mind, and spirit. Amen. 

 
+ THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven,  

 hallowed be your name,  

   your kingdom come,  

  your will be done,  

   on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins  

  as we forgive those  

  who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial  

  and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom,  

 the power, and the glory  

 are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
LAMB OF GOD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+ EL PADRE NUESTRO 
 

  Padre nuestro que estás en los cielos, 

  santificado sea tu nombre; 

   venga a nos tu reino;  

   hágase tu voluntad, 

  así en la tierra como en el cielo; 

    el pan nuestro de cada día, dánoslo hoy; 

    y perdónanos nuestras deudas 

  así como nosotros perdonamos 

   a nuestros deudores;  

    y no nos dejes caer en la tentación; 

  mas líbranos del mal. 

Porque tuyo es el reino, 

  el poder y la gloria,  

    por los siglos de los siglos.  Amén. 
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HOLY COMMUNION ANTHEM  “Rhosymedre”  Ralph Vaughan Williams; arr. Chuck Seipp 
 
+ TABLE BLESSING 

 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 
 

+ PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
  

Blessed are you, Eternal God;  

through this holy meal you have joined us to yourself and to one another.  

Blessed are you, Incarnate God;  

you have put your life into our hands; now we put our lives into yours.  

Blessed are you, Breath of God,  

as we go forth, set us free to follow where you lead. Amen. 

 

 SENDING  
 

 

+ BENEDICTION 

 

Inhale: God is alive. 
Exhale: And God’s breath is freedom.  
 

May the Source of Life liberate you  
  from deadened senses and death-dealing self-interest. 
May the Word of Life beckon you  
  into the next chapter. 
May the Breath of Life, of grace, of wisdom,  
  sing in your inmost being this day and always. Amen.  
 

+ SENDING HYMN “Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises”  ELW #535 
 
+ DISMISSAL 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
You are the body of Christ raised up for the world.  
Go in peace. Share the good news.  
Thanks be to God! 

 
POSTLUDE  “Cantate Domino”  Isaac Posch; ed. Michael Ewald  


