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JOIN US FOR 
WORSHIP 
Fireside Worship is available 
to everyone with access to the 
internet.  You can find the link 
in our weekly email or by 
going to our website.  It’s also 
available on NTV daily at 
midnight, 9 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. 
on Cable Ch. 187, and at the 
NRC on Sundays, Tuesdays, 
and Thursdays at 1 p.m.   

Revive! Worship starts up 
again on January 13 at 6:30 
p.m. on our YouTube 
channel.  (Search for Bethel 
Northfield.) It airs at the NRC 
Wednesdays at 4:30 p.m.  

ANNUAL AND BUDGET MEETINGS 
If 2020 taught us anything, it was how to be 
creative and flexible while moving forward 
with our plans. As such, the business of the 
church continues for our traditional annual 
meeting and we need your participation! 
Join the Church Council and your Bethel 
friends for the first ever Annual Meeting 
of the Congregation via Zoom on 
Sunday, January 31, at 9:45 a.m. In 
addition to reviewing the Annual Report, 
which will be emailed to you prior to the 
meeting, the congregation will vote on the 
annual budget, elect new Councilmembers, 
and representatives for the Cannon River 
Conference and the Lutheran Home of the 
Cannon Valley (NRC). The nominating 
committee is working hard to fill these 

CHRISTMAS AT BETHEL 

positions. If you are willing to serve, please 
contact Wade Shultz or Pat Staley. See page 
7 for contact information. 
 

If you are interested in hearing more details 
about the proposed budget, you are 
encouraged to attend the Annual Budget 
Meeting, Sunday, January 24, at 9:45 
a.m., also via Zoom. Nichole Porath and 
members of our Finance Committee will 
present the proposed budget and answer 
your questions.  
 

Stay tuned for more information on the 
protocol of the virtual meeting process– how 
we’ll vote, staying on mute, how to “clap” 
for your fellow Bethelites, etc.  
 

See you on Zoom on Sunday, January 31!  

Silent night. Holy night. All was calm, all was bright in the soft glow of twinkle lights,  
battery-powered candles, and headlights. The Drive-in Christmas Eve was a truly once-in-a-
lifetime experience for our Bethel family. A trapper-hatted Pastor Tim so eloquently 
reminded us that, “God comes in surprising ways that sometimes produce miracles.” And 
this Christmas, despite the frigid temps, we had a wonderful turnout, and the miracle of  
Jesus’ birth still connected us all as we caroled and worshiped together in our cars.  

On that same night and the next day, Bethelites around the country worshiped with our 
Fireside services from the comfort of their homes, enjoying Christmas story and the 
beautiful musical offerings from our talented congregation.  
 

In these surprising and untraditional ways that we could have never predicted, the Savior 
has come. Emmanuel, God with us. Today and always. Thank you to everyone who       
contributed and made these services so very special.  
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Dear Partners, 

2020 is coming to a close.  I think we 

all will be sighing a heartfelt “Alleluia!” 

on New Year’s Day!  As we have heard 

on every TV channel for months, this is 

a year like no other in recent memory 

and not in a good way.  We will all be 

glad to have it in our rearview mirrors, 

although some of the issues, including 

the pandemic, conversations about and 

actions for racial justice, and political 

divisions will continue into 2021.  Even 

so, saying goodbye to 2020 will be easy 

and very welcome. 

What are your hopes for 2021? 

I’ve been giving this some thought 

lately and here are some of mine: 

1. A return to worship in the Bethel 

Sanctuary and not just over the 

internet or in the parking lot, 

although I value both of those 

additions to our worship tool bag.  

I miss seeing all of you in person 

and sharing that holy hour together 

each week.  I miss distributing the 

Eucharist to anyone except Lisa, 

and I miss those brief moments of 

greeting either in the communion 

line or at the back door of the 

Sanctuary. 

2. A continuation of the outpouring 

of creativity, kindness, and 

generosity I have seen from the 

Bethel staff, leadership, and all of 

you throughout this trying and 

challenging year.  We have held 

each other up in new and 

extraordinary ways. 

3. A just and effective vaccine 

distribution to help end the Covid-

19 pandemic.  As soon as possible.   

4. Continued listening, talking, and 

societal action on healing the 

racism that has divided our country 

for far too long. 

5. A decent draft for the Detroit 

Lions since the Super Bowl is 

clearly not in their near future.  

I’m not much for New Year’s 

resolutions.  My to-do list, maybe like 

yours, is pretty full already and adding 

one more thing is unappealing.  

FROM OUR SENIOR PASTOR... 
However, I realize that I’m “getting to 

that age” (harumph) where problems 

like high blood pressure, crummy 

cholesterol numbers, Covid 19 (that’s 

the 19 pounds - actually 16 - that I have 

put on since the start of the outbreak), 

receding gums and a host of other bad 

boys just looming on the horizon can 

cause a person to take stock.  So, I 

would add one more personal hope to 

the above list: 

6.    The self-discipline to eat healthy 

foods, drink lots of water, floss 

every day and establish a 

disciplined exercise program.   

So where is Jesus in all this?  Jesus’ 

hope for us is the same every year, no 

matter the circumstances: that we love 

God with all our heart, soul, mind, and 

strength, and love our neighbor as we 

love ourselves.  So let’s send all of our 

hopes and to-dos through that Highest 

Hope of all.  The Lord is with us.  For 

me, and I hope for you, that fact makes 

all the difference.  

A blessed 2021 to all of you.  

Your Partner in the Gospel,  

 

 

BEFRIENDERS          
dramatic. Even the slightest shift in our 
thinking can start changing our outlook 
and then impact those around us. You 
never know whose life you can 
transform by listening and offering 
your best self to those around you. 
Kindness is a choice. Make sure the 
movies you watch, the conversations 
you engage in and the news you read 
align with where you want to go.  
Remember, there’s no such thing as a 
small act of kindness. “Every act 
creates a ripple with no logical end.”  
-Scott Adams.  

As we start this new year, hope and 
healing continues to be at the forefront 
of our BeFriender mission. That often 
starts with listening. An unknown 
author once said, “Our days are 
happier when we give people a piece of 
our heart rather than a piece of our 
mind.”  Proverbs 16:23-24 reads 
“From a wise mind comes wise speech; 
the words of the wise are persuasive. 
Kind words are like honey-sweet to the 
soul and healthy for the body.” Every 
word matters. Speak kindly. Kind 
words can heal the heart and mind.  
This change doesn’t need to be 

Let’s unleash the unlimited power of 
kindness.  

Blessings from Bethel’s 
BeFriender Coordinators 
 

A fundamental BeFriender principle: 
“Active Listening.”  For more 
information regarding the BeFriender 
Ministry at Bethel, please contact: 

Marci Groenewold (507) 649-0760, Knight 
Stanley (612) 877-0893,  Myrna Luehmann 
(507) 951-7112, Vicki Roller (507)-645-
8999, Karen Mader, (507)301-4368 or the  
Bethel Office (507) 786-6674. 
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FaB (Faith and Books) will finish 
reading A Bigger Table by John Pavolitz 
on January 14. Our new book, 
beginning on Jan 21, will be revealed 
soon. Join FaB to find out! FaB is 
planning on meeting weekly 
throughout the winter months, 
Thursday mornings from 9:30 to 10:30 
am., via Zoom. For more information 
and to receive the Zoom invitation, 
contact lanareich@yahoo.com.  

Men of Bethel (MoB) will continue 
reading Pursued by Grace: A 
Newspaperman's Own Story of 
Spiritual Recovery by Jim 
Klobuchar. We will be using 
a recurring Zoom meeting 
link, so the link will always be 
the same and an email notice will be 
sent the day before each meeting. All 
meetings are on Thursdays at 8:30 a.m. 
for an hour. New members are 
welcome and encouraged. To get on 
the email list, contact Wayne Kivell at 
kivell@charter.net. 

Mission Quilters Will begin meeting 
again as soon as it is safe to do so. 
Check your Weekly Banner. If you are 
interested in sewing quilt tops at home, 
we have a pretty good "stash" in our 
closet at the end of the CLC. Feel free 
to browse and take. For more details 

NEWS FROM AROUND BETHEL 

call Dottie Hammer. at 507-301-3632 
or cell: 218-639-5296. 

ARLA ARLA is a group that is learning 
more about racism, how to actively 
combat it as anti-racists, and how to be 
advocates whenever possible. Our next 
meeting will be on Zoom at 9:30-10:30 
a.m. on Tuesday, January 12. We will 
discuss two podcasts in the “Seeing 
White” series:  Season 2, Episode 9 and 
10. If you would like to join us, call 
Paula Mathison (507-645-7546 or 612-
702-2496) or Connie DeGrote (507-

645-7091 or 507-581-0240). You can 
join at any time, come and learn with 
us at our lively, meaningful discussions.   
 

Bethel Walkers  Are you looking for 
ways to stay fit during these next winter 
months? Looking for social contacts at 
a time when those are fewer than we 
are used to? Join us once a week on 
Wednesdays at 1 p.m. to walk outside 
when conditions are favorable. Call 
Kitty Runzheimer (507-645-2245 or 
507-649-2615) or Paula Mathison (507-
645-7546 or 612-702-2496) to be added 
to our email list so you will know 

SENIOR QUILTING PROJECT DAYS 

where we are walking each week. This 
is not a walking group only for women. 
Everyone is welcome. Join us 
whenever you can. 
 

Bethel Vision Seekers, our men’s 
fellowship group, will be meeting on 
Wednesday, January 13, at 7 p.m. via 
Zoom. We will be using a recurring 
meeting link, so the link will always be 
the same and an email notice will be 
sent the day before each meeting.  If 
you wish to be added to the email list, 
please contact Kelly Groenewold at  

kelly.groenewold@gmail.com. 
 

The ladies of Women of the 
Word (WoW) study continue 
to meet Friday mornings via 

Zoom. The study entitled Faithful, 
Abundant, True will continue through 
January. We begin with our discussion 
of the week's lessons and then watch a 
video presentation by the author(s). If 
you have questions or would like to 
join us on Zoom on Friday mornings 
at 9 a.m., please contact Myrna 
Luehmann at myrnalueh@gmail.com 
or call (507) 951-7112.  All are 
welcome! 

Can you help with this beloved Bethel tradition? Two full quilting days and one back-up day 
have been scheduled during which all available senior parents and Bethel quilters are asked to 
help complete as much of the quilt construction as possible. We will monitor COVID  
circumstances and protocols closer to that time and are hoping to meet from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 
p.m. on Saturday, February 6 and February 13, with a back-up date of Sunday, February 27.  
In all likelihood, we will separate into various rooms in Bethel to ensure safety. If possible, a 
light lunch will be provided. During these workdays, we hope to finish all the quilts to the 
point that they can be completed by people who are able to do the finishing at home. We have several experienced quilters 
ready to help, but many hands will be needed and the ability to sew isn’t required to be a part of this process. Some people 
will sew, but others are needed to iron, cut fabric, or tie knots. Please let Barb Farmer know if you can help out.  

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/product/0806636491/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_asin_title_o01_s00?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/product/0806636491/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_asin_title_o01_s00?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/product/0806636491/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_asin_title_o01_s00?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/product/0806636491/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_asin_title_o01_s00?ie=UTF8&psc=1


 

 

Upcoming Dates: 
January 3 - Supply pick up ready for Children’s Ministry 
January 6 - Limitless! resumes on Zoom 
January 10 - Family Sunday School resumes on Zoom 
January 10 & 17 - Third Grade Parent/Child Prayer Class 
on Zoom at 10:30 a.m.  
 

Limitless! Upcoming Break-out Activities:  
 1/6   1/13     1/20  1/27 
K K Club  K Club     K Club Music 
1st F  a  i  t  h     B  u  i  l  d  i  n  g  Music 
2nd SOD SOD     SOD  Music 
3rd Music Music     Music Faith Stretch 
4th Magnified Magnified Magnified Magnified 
5th Music Music     Music Games 
 

Thank You, Friends! 
It took a village to pull off our Children’s Christmas Movie 
Special, Breaking News from Bethlehem, and I am so grateful 
for and proud of our team! Parents, volunteers, staff, and 
kids worked together to create a beautiful and meaningful 
proclamation of Jesus’ birth. Our drive-in movie reveal was 
so much fun! Thank you for your continued support as we 
blaze new trails together in ministry. 

A New Year 
There’s some real irony in the period we’ve just 
completed…2020, or 20/20, a clarity of vision. Sometimes 

WHAT’S NEW IN CHILDREN’S MINISTRY? 

Children ~ Youth ~ Disciples ~ Children ~ Youth ~ Disciples 

we use the idiom “hindsight is 20/20.” So, as we reflect back 
on 2020, what do we see? Perhaps we gained a new kind of 
clarity. A renewed appreciation for time with family. 
Gratitude for the simple pleasures we took for granted: a hug, 
handshake, classrooms, and sleepovers.  

It has also been a season of deep grief, fear, and loss. When it 
began to snow in October I wondered, could we take a vote 
and jump ahead to New Year’s Day?  

However, dates on a calendar hold no bearing for the King 
of Kings. 2021 will not magically solve the world’s problems, 
just like New Year’s resolutions don’t automatically make us 
thinner, stronger, or more disciplined. Perhaps we should be 
asking God to reveal the truths and insights we were to learn 
during 2020, just in case we haven’t fully absorbed them yet. 
Perhaps we should be thanking God for the ways he made a 
way in the wilderness, when food, health, answers and even 
toilet paper were scarce. If nothing in God’s Kingdom is 
wasted, then I hope to learn and grow from 2020, if for no 
other reason than it was hard, and I’d like to learn from it the 
first time, so God doesn’t have to teach me the same lesson 
later! May you be blessed in this new year and may hindsight 
grant you Spirit-inspired 20/20 insight. 

Be blessed. We’re in 
this together.  
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Brenda Atzinger, Director of  
Children’s Ministries 

786-8878 
batzinger@bethelnorthfield.org 

All adults and 10th-12th graders are 
invited to Christian education this 
month.  Bethel U courses begin at  
9:45 a.m. on Sunday mornings and 
Zoom links will be available on the 
Bethel website and in the weekly Banner.  
All sessions will be recorded for viewing 
at a time other than indicated in the 
class descriptions, too. 
 

January 

Mission & Justice Forum, led by Mission 
& Justice Committee & Paul Ramig, 
January 10 
Paul Ramig is a member of Vang 
Lutheran Church located east of 
Dennison. He and 8 other members and 
friends of the congregation were looking 
for a mission trip to build fellowship 
and to help others. They settled on the 

Border Immersion Trip which they took 
in late January, 2020. They traveled to El 
Paso, Texas, Juarez, Mexico, and Las 
Cruces, New Mexico to find out first-
hand what was taking place on the 
border. Paul describes his life-changing 
trip through a video he helped create, as 
well as his personal experiences and 
perceptions.   

February  
New Year, New Hope: Building a 
Healthier Climate, led by the Creation 
Care Team, February 7, 14, 21, 28 

Sunday, Feb. 7 – Responding to 
Climate Change with Effective 
Strategies 
Rod Fisher, with Climate Interactive and 
Citizens' Climate Lobby, will be running 
a live workshop. 

Sunday, Feb. 14 – Electricity- What It 
Means to Go Green by 2050 
Richard Schulte brings over 30 years of 
industrial experience in the electronic 
and gas industry to a discussion on 
electricity and its role in confronting 
climate change.  

Sunday, Feb. 21 - Local Action for 
Climate 
Beth Kallestad, Program Coordinator 
for the City of Northfield will be our 
speaker. 

Sunday, Feb. 28 - A Faith Voice for 
Climate Justice  
Join Charissa Verdoorn from Minnesota 
Interfaith Power & Light as we explore 
the climate justice movement that is 
emerging around the world. 

BETHEL U 



 

 

Sunday School classes, including 
Bethel U, will resume by Zoom at 9:45 
a.m. on Sunday, January 10. 

The annual High School Progressive 
Dinner is being postponed.  We’re 
hoping we’ll be able to celebrate our 
Bethel connections at a later date when 
we can meet in person! 

J-Term is back for 7 – 9 Grade 
Confirmation Students! It’s back, 
but like so much this year, it’s going to 
look a little different. First, of course, it 
will be via Zoom, every Wednesday, 
Jan. 13 - Feb. 3, 6:30 - 7:45 p.m. (Please 
note the new time for J-Term only.) 
And we’ll all be together at the same 
time, with a different speaker for each 
of the four nights of class. All 
confirmation youth should have 
received a J-Term flyer with 
information about our speakers and a 
link to the classes.  Please contact Barb 
if you have questions. 

Our Wednesday night worship, 
Revive!, will resume at 6:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, January 13,  through the 
Bethel YouTube channel. Please join us 
for this mid-week pick-me-up! 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN YOUTH MINISTRY? 
Circle of Saints Dedication Service 
A Circle of Saints dedication service is 
scheduled for Sunday, January 24. It 
will take place during the Fireside 
Worship. Please invite those you have 
selected as your child's "Circle of 
Saints" to join you for worship via 
Zoom. Watch email for further details.  

The second of three Senior Stepping 
Stones Retreats is scheduled for 
Sunday, January 24.  High school 
seniors and parents, join us for this 
time of conversation and preparation 
for graduation – by Zoom, of course!  
We’ll look back at the beginning of this 
important year and ahead at what you’ll 
still want to be sure to include in the 
rest of your year.  An invite and Zoom 
link will be provided by email. Please 
RSVP to Barb Farmer by Wednesday, 
January 17.  

Also, remember that your senior quilt 
squares are to be turned in by that 
same day. If you have not been able to 
complete your child’s quilt by the 
January deadline, please turn them in as 
they are, and you will be able to finish 
them after your squares have been 
stitched together.   

Barb Farmer, Director of  
Youth Ministries 

786-8877 
bfarmer@bethelnorthfield.org 
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Senior Quilting Days ~ Two full 
quilting days and one back-up day have 
been scheduled during which all 
available senior parents and Bethel 
quilters are asked to help complete as 
much of the quilt construction as 
possible. We will monitor COVID 
circumstances and protocols closer to 
that time and are hoping to meet from 
9 a.m.- 4 p.m. on Saturday, February 6 
and February 13, with a back-up date 
of Sunday, February 27.  See more 
details on page 3. We have several 
experienced quilters ready to help, but 
many hands will be needed and the 
ability to sew isn’t required to be a part 
of this process. Please put these dates 
on your calendars and join  in the fun 
as we work together to continue a 
beloved Bethel tradition! 

Children ~ Youth ~ Disciples ~ Children ~ Youth ~ Disciples 

FALL SCRIP SALE CONCLUSION 
Many thanks to those families who  
participated in this Fall’s Annual Scrip 
Sale! While the Scrip sale had a  
different look this year (hasn’t  
everything?), its goal remains the same: 
to grow your 2021 youth summer trip/
camp account. Even though the fall sale 
is over, you can continue to purchase/
order Scrip cards for gas, groceries, 
birthday gifts, anniversary gifts, your 
favorite restaurant, etc.! Stock cards can 
be purchased at the church by prior 
arrangement with Lori or Krista; cards 

can also be ordered online through the 
Scrip website by registering at  
Shopwithscrip.com. Cards can be 
shipped directly to your home for a 
small fee when purchased through their 
RaiseRight app. Order forms will  
remain available in the vestibule at 
Bethel and on the Bethel  
website. As always, Thank you for 
your support of the Scrip youth  
fundraising program!  
For more information, contact: Lori at 
612-226-7022, Krista at 612-840-3626.  
 

ALTERNATIVE GIVING  
FAIR TOTAL 
This year’s Alternative Giving Fair was 
a terrific success. The grand total of 
gifts purchased to help our neighbors 
all over the world was over $12,000! 
Thank you, Bethel for sharing Christ’s 
love with a BIG HEART!  
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The room was spare and dimly lit. We sat on folding chairs in a circle—young Honduran women and some of us from the 
ELCA. We had come to Honduras to observe the work of AMMPARO (Accompanying Migrant Minors with Protection 
Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities). This is the ELCA’s strategy to help youth who have been forced to flee their 
home countries because of violence, abuse, extortion by gangs and extreme poverty. Amparo is the Spanish word for shelter 
or refuge. 
 
In this case, AMMPARO partnered with the Lutheran World Federation and the Mennonites to resettle returned migrants—
those who had tried to seek asylum in the United States but had failed or had been denied and deported back to Honduras. 
 
One by one they told us their stories of fear and desperation. Not a one undertook the long and dangerous trek north on a 
whim. They told us about the abuse they had suffered, about family members who had been killed by gangs, about the  
inability to make a living because of the extortion by organized crime. They talked about the bitter sadness of leaving home 
and family, and the uncertainty of the future. 
 
I remember one young woman in particular. She was pregnant when she tried to migrate to the United States. She had the 
baby somewhere along the way. She was far from home, mostly alone and desperately wanted her mother to be with her. 
None of this is what she had hoped for when she was growing up. Circumstances beyond her control had forced her into this 
new and strange existence. She and her baby were now back in Honduras—but not at home. Home was too dangerous. 
 

 
I told the young Honduran woman about another young woman who was forced to leave home because of a government 
decree. She, too, was pregnant and made a long and difficult journey. 

 

 
Remember last Christmas? Remember all of the preparations, the travel to be with family? Remember the holy beauty of the 
Christmas Eve liturgy and receiving Christ’s grace and forgiveness at his table? The shopping and Christmas caroling? The  
in-person gatherings? All that has changed. 
 
The pandemic hasn’t forced us from our homes but into our homes, sheltering in place, isolated. Not together, but physically 
distanced. Not gathered with family and friends, but forced apart because of the threat of infection. Forced by circumstances 
beyond our control into this strange existence. Oh, there will be Christmas carols piped into grocery stores and other  
essential services, but they will be painful reminders of how life used to be. 
 
We are reminded of the experience of the exiles in Babylon: “By the rivers of Babylon—there we sat down and there we 
wept when we remembered Zion. On the willows there we hung up our harps. For there our captives asked us for songs, and 
our tormentors asked for mirth, saying, ‘Sing us one of the songs of Zion!’ How could we sing the Lord’s song in a foreign 
land” (Psalm 137)? 
 
I told the young Honduran woman about another young woman who was forced to leave home because of a government 
decree. She, too, was pregnant and made a long and difficult journey. She, too, was far from home and without her mother 
when the baby came. She had to find shelter wherever she could. This wasn’t what she had hoped for when she was growing 
up. Circumstances beyond her control had forced her into this new existence. 
 
That young woman was Mary and the child was Jesus. Precisely in our distress, in our dislocation, the Lord shows up. Em-
manuel—God with us—makes his home in the very places we find foreign or isolating. The young Honduran woman, and all 
of us, can find hope because of the birth of Mary’s child. There is no God-forsaken place and we are never alone—not in 
hospital rooms, or sheltering in place, or Zoom calls or on dangerous roads. 
 
Many of us will not be physically home for Christmas, but we are truly home in Christ. 

FROM THE ELCA PRESIDING BISHOP           by Rev. Elizabeth Eaton 

https://www.elca.org/ammparo
https://www.livinglutheran.org/2017/02/ammparo-call-welcome/
https://www.livinglutheran.org/2020/09/a-source-of-light/
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All staff may be reached through the 
main church phone number, 786-6674. 

Staff 

Timothy McDermott, Senior Pastor 
tmcdermott@bethelnorthfield.org 

Megan Engel, Dir. of Music and Worship 
mengel@bethelnorthfield.org 

Barb Farmer, Dir. of Youth Ministries 
bfarmer@bethelnorthfield.org 

Brenda Atzinger, Dir. of Children’s Min. 
batzinger@bethelnorthfield.org 

Juley Jenkinson, Nursery Coordinator 
jjenkinson@bethelnorthfield.org 

 

KEEPING IN TOUCH WITH US 
Nichole Porath, Dir. of Finance and 
Administration 
nporath@bethelnorthfield.org 

Lisa McDermott, Office  
bethel@bethelnorthfield.org 

Caroline Smith, Accounting Associate 
CSmith@bethelnorthfield.org 

Chelsey Headrick, Communications 
Manager 
cheadrick@bethelnorthfield.org 

Church Council 

Darlene Broughton - 
dar_gene@yahoo.com  
 
 

Brian Jermeland - 
bajer.4543@gmail.com  
 

Peder Jothen - jothen@stolaf.edu 
 

Angie Mathews - 
slam0008@hotmail.com  
 

Gordy Olson - gbolson5@msn.com  
 

Wade Schulz - 
woodyschulz@gmail.com 
 

Tyler Severson - 
tyseverson@gmail.com  

Pat Stahly - patrickstahly@gmail.com 

The Bethel Banner is published monthly as a ministry of Bethel Lutheran Church of Northfield, Minnesota. Articles are due 
by the 15th of each month. Questions, suggestions, or comments?  Contact editor Chelsey Headrick at 
cheadrick@bethelnorthfield.org, or call the church office at 786-6674. 

MISSION INTERPRETER                by Lois Stratmoen  

The Israelites were commanded not to 
sit around and wait for things to go 
back to normal, but to find a new 
normal—to build houses, plant 
gardens, and in prayer, seek the welfare 
of those around them. 

Perhaps God is calling us to prayerfully 
seek the welfare of others in the midst 
of distress. Here at Luther Seminary, 
nothing looks the same as it did before 
this once-in-a-century crisis struck. 
Campus is nearly empty. Students,  
faculty, and staff no longer gather  
together in person, yet God continues 
to call us to prayer and to live into our 
mission and vision. We’ve filled every 
available spot for new students who are 
joining us this fall and have a significant 
waiting list as we lean on the 
groundbreaking work we’ve done for 
nearly two decades as a pioneer in 
distributed theological education. 

Our digital resource for Christian 
leaders, Faith+Lead, is reaching tens of 

thousands of leaders each month, with 
courses filling to capacity as leaders 
learn together how to deepen 
relationships and build community in 
innovative and faithful ways that these 
disruptive times invite.  Our community 
continues to worship with beautiful 
digital liturgies available in podcast 
form, so that those within and beyond 
the seminary community can pray 
together wherever they are. 

I invite you to be in prayer to discern 
where God might be calling you to find 
your new normal. What is the 
equivalent of building a home, planting 
a garden, or seeking the welfare of your 
neighbors in your life?  May God be 
with you as you discover the life to 
which God is calling you right here, 
right now. 

Grace and peace, 

Robin J. Steinke, President 
Luther Seminary 

A meaningful message from the Luther 
Seminary president in St. Paul: 

Finding Our New Normal 
In Jeremiah 29, God has a word to the 
people who have been exiled from 
Jerusalem in Babylon: “Build houses and 
live in them; plant gardens and eat what they 
produce… seek the welfare of the city where I 
have sent you into exile, and pray to the 
LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare you 
will find your welfare” (vv. 4-7). 
 

For the past six months, it’s felt to 
many as if we’re in exile—a period of 
estrangement from one another, 
spurred on by the twin pandemics of 
COVID-19 and systemic racism, our 
sense of normalcy disrupted, our cities 
and communities cracking beneath the 
strain. It would be easy to grit our 
teeth and attempt to wait it out, but I 
wonder how this word from Jeremiah 
may speak to us in our current  
moment. 

https://faithlead.luthersem.edu/
https://liturgyofthehours.libsyn.com/
https://liturgyofthehours.libsyn.com/
https://liturgyofthehours.libsyn.com/
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IS BETHEL IN YOUR EMAIL JUNK BOX? 
Have you been thinking, “Where are all of these excellent Fireside 
Worship emails my friends keep telling me about? Why haven’t I been 
seeing the terrific Weekly Banner? Why isn’t Bethel trying to connect 
with me?” Never fear, we absolutely want to keep you in the loop. In 
fact, Bethel sends out emails every week to roughly 650 Bethel 
members and friends with all of this wonderful content.  Over 400 of 
the Weekly Banner emails are unopened.  We know that most or all of 
you want to be informed about what’s happening at Bethel, so we’re 
wondering if your email service is blocking Bethel emails or sending 
them to your Spam/Junk folders. Or perhaps we have the wrong email 
on file for you. Consider making a New Year’s resolution to check 
your contact information with Bethel.  

If you have given Bethel your email, but don’t 
seem to be getting the information you want, 
please add all Bethel emails to your contacts 
list and check your junk or spam folders.  If 
you have Gmail, please check your 
“promotions” folder, too.  If you move Bethel 
emails into your inbox, you can designate that 
future emails will go there, too.  

IN OUR WORSHIP SERVICES 
Isn’t it such a treat to see who will pop up each 
week in our Fireside services? We are so grateful 
for our congregation’s continued support in  
keeping our virtual worship services vibrant and 
full of praise. It is a quick and fun way to stay  
connected to your Bethel family. 
 

We would LOVE to have you and your family 
join our worship team. If you are interested in 
sharing your gifts by recording a reading, 
dismissal, or musical offering, please contact Lisa 
McDermott at bethel@bethelnorthfield.org.  
 

If you would like to share a prayer to be featured 
on our website and Facebook page, contact Barb 
Farmer at bfarmer@bethelnorthfield.org.  


