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JOIN US FOR 

WORSHIP 
 

Sunday Mornings: 8:30 
and 10:45 a.m. in the 
sanctuary. The 8:30 service 
will be livestreamed on our 
YouTube channel. Check 
the website for the link! 
You can also see past 
services on Northfield’s 
public television station 
channels 180 & 187. No 
cable required, four 
opportunities to watch: 

Monday 2:00 p.m. 
Tuesday 1:30 p.m. 
Wednesday 7:00 p.m. 
Saturday 7:00 a.m. 

CONGRATULATIONS TORIN ENGLE!!! 

Continued on page 7 ... 

Do you know anyone who just 
will not say no when asked to 
volunteer or help with  
something where they feel they 
can contribute? This month’s 
focus is one such person (of 
many!): Long-time Bethel  

member, Dean Neuburger. Dean has been 
engaged in Bethel’s ministry since 2001 when 
he was invited by neighbors, Rhonda and  
Steve Reece, and cheerfully greeted on his first 
visit by Jim Dimick. (One can never overstate 
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Praise report alert! On December 27, 2021, after 802 arduous days, 8-year 
old Torin Engle completed his leukemia treatment!!! Praise be to God for 
being with Torin and the Engle family through this long, painful, and taxing 
treatment that has brought countless doctor appointments and endless 
medication schedules, so many needle pokes and queasy-stomach 
medications, and sacrifices from the entire Engle family. We applaud you 
for how you leaned on each other during both Torin's treatment and the 

pandemic, doing everything in your power to keep Torin and each other healthy.  

Your Bethel family is so proud of you Torin! You are a fighter with a courageous heart and 
even though it was so very hard, you kept going and YOU DID IT!!! We ring bells of joy in 
your honor. Our continued prayers are with you and your entire family that this treatment 
has closed the book on this chapter for good. God loves you, and so do we, Torin!  

the positive influence of a welcoming 
church!) 
 

An engineer by profession, Dean has a day 
job at Sheldahl Technologies, but he may 
spend nearly an equal amount of time as a 
volunteer at Bethel, engaged in activities that 
demonstrate his multiple talents and interests. 
Dean’s love for baking bread was inspired 
during his undergraduate work at St. John’s 
University, where with every meal, he enjoyed 
the “incredibly delicious, abundant and 

Break out your brand new 2022 planner and 

mark down two important meetings for  

January. The Budget Review Meeting will 

be on Sunday, January 23 and the Annual  

Congregational Meeting will be  

January 30. We need your participation! Both 

meetings will be held between services at 9:45 

a.m., in-person in the sanctuary as well as 

broadcast live via Zoom. Remote attendees 

will be able to provide input and vote. The 

Zoom link will be emailed out the week of 

each meeting. There will be Bethel staff availa-

ble in the office if you encounter technical  

challenges. 
 

 

ANNUAL AND BUDGET MEETINGS  

During the Annual Budget Meeting, Jen  

Leonard and members of our Finance  

Committee will present the proposed budget 

and answer your questions. The agenda for 

the Annual Congregational Meeting will  

include a review the Annual Report (which 

will be emailed to you prior to the meeting), a 

vote on the annual budget, and an election of 

new Council members and representatives for 

the Cannon River Conference (CRC) and the 

Lutheran Home of the Cannon Valley (NRC).  
 

The nominating committee is working hard 

to fill these CRC and NRC positions. If you 

are willing to serve, please contact Don Pavek 

at 612-685-3207.  

UNCOVERING ACTS OF KINDNESS AND SERVICE by Gordy Olson 
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The Lord your God…will rejoice over you with 
gladness; he will renew you in his love.  
             - Zephaniah 3:17 NRSV  

As we begin the new year, this image of 
God rejoicing over us, like an  
ever-flowing stream, is a powerful 
reminder of the importance of living a 
life of gratitude. “When we focus on our 
gratitude the tide of disappointment 
goes out and the tide of love rushes in.” 
-Kristin Armstrong  

To live our lives each and every day with 
gratitude means being thankful for 
everything life brings our way. This 
includes both the good things and the 
bad things. Paying attention to the 
beauty in small everyday things reminds 
us of all the things we have that are 
good. Finding joy in the simple things 
we take for granted like the food we eat, 

the music we listen to, the work we do, 
the friends we keep, all contribute to a 
worthwhile life.  

Living a life of gratitude means we must 
be equally thankful for the setbacks and 
the obstacles that occur in our lives. We 
can be grateful for the opportunities that 
come when things don’t work out the 
way we planned.  In the words of Neale 
Donald Walsh, “The struggle ends when 
the gratitude begins.” Soon we start 
seeing the world differently.   

Essentially, gratitude asks us to make a 
shift in how we interpret our life events 
and circumstances. This is not always 
easy and does take some effort. 
However, the benefits may make you 
happier, less stressed, and give you a 
better night’s sleep.  

 “Gratitude makes sense of our past, 
brings peace for today, and creates a 
vision for tomorrow.”   
              -Melody Beattie    

When gratitude becomes your default 
setting, life changes.  

Blessings from Bethel’s 
BeFriender Coordinators 
 
A fundamental BeFriender principle: 
“God is present.” For more information 
regarding the BeFriender Ministry at 
Bethel, please contact: 
 
Marci Groenewold 507-649-0760, Knight 
Stanley 612-877-0893, Myrna Luehmann 
507-951-7112, Vicki Roller 507-645-8999,  
Karen Mader 507-301-4368, or the  
Bethel Office 507-786-6674. 

BEFRIENDERS by Marci Groenewold 

FROM OUR SENIOR PASTOR          by Pastor Inger Hanson 

Epiphany means “revelation.”  
Traditionally, we mark the magi visiting 
the Christ Child on January 6. In the 
gospel of Matthew, these strangers from 
the East reveal Jesus as having  
importance for all people, not just the 
Jews. This year, we will celebrate  
Epiphany alongside Jesus’ baptism on 
Sunday, January 9. The Baptism of our 
Lord reveals Jesus further, with a voice 
from heaven saying, “You are my Son, 
the Beloved; with you I am well 
pleased.” (Luke 3:22)  

For centuries, Christians in eastern  
Europe have blessed their homes on 
Epiphany as the visit from the magi 
blessed the Holy Family’s home - quite 
literally with gold, frankincense and 
myrrh! A home blessing might involve a 
prayer in each room, and then chalking 
the door of the house with the  
legendary initials of the magi (C for  
Caspar, M for Melchior, and B for  
Balthasar) and a code of the current 
year, all connected with crosses: 
20+C+M+B+22. The letters can also 
represent, “Christus Mansionem Bene-
dicat,” Latin for “May Christ bless this 

house.” This visual sign asks God’s 
blessing upon those who live, work, or 
visit the house throughout the coming 
year. It is a fun custom to think about as 
Bethel Lutheran Church. Our congrega-
tion’s name means “House of God.” 
And yet, as our baptisms (which are 
rooted in Christ’s own baptism) remind 
us, our building isn’t the true house – 
it’s us! In 1st Corinthians 6:19, Paul says 
because Christ dwells in our hearts, our 
bodies are temples or houses of God! At 
our double celebration of Epiphany and 
the Baptism of our Lord, there will be a 
special gift to help us ponder those con-
nections. The celebration will continue 
as our youth & children’s ministry team 
kicks off new programming that day as 
well! 

Because Easter is determined by the 
lunar calendar, the Time after Epiphany 
changes every year. This year there’s no 
rush! Ash Wednesday isn’t until early 
March. We have time to think about the 
Epiphany journey, rather than a  
lightbulb moment.  

This resonates with me, as learning 
about Bethel is an unfolding epiphany. 

Your particular identity and  
character as a community of God’s  
beloved people is being revealed to me. 
As we approach our first Annual  
Meeting together (January 30th), we will 
pause our regular “Opening the Book 
of Faith” classes, and I will host some  
special Bethel U sessions about what 
I’ve gleaned so far and some of the  
possibilities for how the way before us 
might open up. 

I’m excited for this time of discovery 
and the gifts each person brings as we 
worship and serve our God. 

May Bethel be blessed with unfolding 
epiphanies as the congregation enters 
2022. 

May we be a blessing to each other, our 
community, and the world. 
 
God’s peace,  
Pastor Inger 

Pastor Inger Hanson  

Senior Pastor 

507-786-6674  

pastor.inger@bethelnorthfield.org  
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ARLA (Anti-Racism Learning and 

Advocacy) - Please join us for ARLA 
the second Tuesday of each month at 
9:30 a.m. for meaningful discussions on 
podcasts, films, and articles about 
racism and ways to eliminate it in our 
community and state. Our next meeting 
will be on Tuesday, January 11 on 
Zoom. The Zoom link will be in the 
weekly Banner. We will be discussing 
two videos: First Speakers: Restoring the 
Ojibwe Language, and a TED talk titled, 
The Danger of a Single Story. Both of these 
are easily accessible by Googling their 
titles. If you have questions, call Paula 
Mathison at 612-702-2496 or Connie 
DeGrote at 507-581-0240. We would 
love to have you join us for stimulating 
discussion and ideas for action and 
advocacy. Together we can make a 
positive impact.  

FaB (Faith and Books) will begin the 
book, Love is the Way: Holding onto Hope 
in Troubling Times by Bishop Michael 
Curry. Bishop Curry's message is to 
walk the path of love and at the same 
time learn how to put faith into action. 
FaB continues to meet in the Bethel 
Youth Room on Thursday mornings 
from 9:30-10:30 a.m. You are welcome 
to join us. For more information, 
contact lanareich@yahoo.com.  

NEWS FROM AROUND BETHEL  
WoW (Women of the Word) - Bible 
study group will meet to begin our 
study of Living Beyond: Exploring the Fruit 
of the Spirit, a Beth Moore study of 
Galatians 5:22-23. We will meet on 
Zoom on January 7 at 9 am.   

We meet for approximately one hour 
on Zoom each week; one week to view 
the video by Beth Moore as an intro to 
the next week's study guide lessons, 
and the following week to discuss our 
lessons. This study is an 11-lesson 
study. Members will need a study guide. 

For more information call Myrna 
Luehmann at 507-951-7112 or email 
myrnalueh@gmail.com.  

The Bethel Walkers meet up to walk 
every Wednesday at 1 p.m. starting 
from Bethel. Bundle up and show up to 
stroll!  For more information, contact 
Heidi Chadwick at 
heidilynnchadwick@gmail.com. 

  

The Bethel Banner is published monthly as a ministry of Bethel 
Lutheran Church of Northfield, Minnesota. Articles are due by the 
15th of each month. Questions, suggestions, or comments?  
Contact editor Chelsey Headrick at cheadrick@bethelnorthfield.org,  
or call the church office at 507-786-6674. 

After not being able to serve our homebound members 
for over a year-and-a-half, we have resumed home  
Communion for all our members unable to make it to 
church. We will bring what we use at church, individual 
Communion packets, including wafer, and grape juice. I 
have contacted some of you and have likely missed a lot 
of others. If you need home Communion please contact 
the church office at 507-786-6674; leave a detailed mes-
sage that you desire Home Communion, and include your 
phone number and address. You may also contact me 
directly at 651-434-0292. We usually deliver Communion 
between services on Sundays from 9:45 to 10:30 a.m. 
 

- Home Communion Coordinator, Ed Durand   

HOME COMMUNION HAS RESUMED 

BRING BISTRO BACK? 
2022 is here and we are gauging the interest that  
individuals and families may have in purchasing a meal 
(approximately $3-4 per person) and helping to serve/clean 
up said meal on Wednesday evenings as part of Bethel's 
Bistro. (In the past, meals were served Wednesdays be-
tween 5:45-6:45 p.m.) If you want to see Bistro return and 
be part of the crew that makes it happen (when we have the 
capacity to do so), contact Chris Bussmann at  
cbussmann@farmington.k12.mn.us.  

MoB (Men of Bethel) - To begin the 
new year, Men of Bethel will study the 
Old Testament book Song of Solomon 
and do so in conjunction with the 
poems of Brent Christiansen, especially 
his booklet, My Beloved, My Friend. The 
late Pastor Christiansen, who was a 
member of MoB, retired to Northfield 
from his position as Luther campus 
pastor at the U of Wisconsin, Madison. 
At one time he also served Trondhjem 
Lutheran in Lonsdale. A gifted poet, he 
tried to write a poem every day.  

MoB meets Thursday mornings,  
8:30 a.m. in the center pod, masked, 
spaced, and also available on Zoom. 
 

Mission Quilters - Join us from  
9-11:30 a.m. on January 12 for quilting. 
For more details, call Dottie Hammer at 
507-301-3632. 
 

Bethel Vision Seekers - To honor 
the many veterans in our men’s 
fellowship group, we will meet Tuesday, 
January 11, 2022 at 7 p.m. at the 
Northfield VFW on 516 Division St. If 
there is a severe COVID outbreak, we 
will switch to Zoom. Kelly will clarify 
the meeting place in his email on 
January 9. If you wish to be added to 
the email list, please contact Kelly 
Groenewold at 
kelly.groenewold@gmail.com. 

mailto:myrnalueh@gmail.com
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001J00fH6QZ7E4ITcjEdshcrhvnXD6a3U7rxkQX0MLixjrb-kex6GwTnoRNPxL8SlqQ97MCBDJBeQwFzts67KzG1olr7EVPLNmpXiAvUlkiF0LYLNQGDW5r4s60Tspz3Cofh3pjh22bi_fwjmzczKKT4Y3KVk24Ye3r&c=4t-5Qj0hYWCkNaZfViOxNKRlar7sbkK7uTOQDXKE3ff9IkolxK2Hrw==&ch=Ut0K


 

 

WHAT’S NEW IN CHILDREN’S MINISTRY? 

Children ~ Youth ~ Disciples ~ Children ~ Youth ~ Disciples 

Upcoming Dates: 
January 2: No Sunday School 
January 9: Family Sunday School Event 
January 12: Limitless! Resumes 
January 16 and 23: Third Grade Parent-Child Prayer Class 

Announcing Special Family Sunday School Days 

Beginning in January, we are kicking off a special monthly 
event for our families. This will be the best of what we 
learned from last year’s Family Sunday School, Limitless! 
Chapel, Messages with Mermie, and new innovations. 
Please join us in the Center Pod for relationship-building 
activities, a teaching lesson, fellowship, skits, a Moment 
with Mermie, songs, and more! This will be fun, inspired, 
encouraging, and designed especially for our families.  

Sharing Christmas Joy with a BIG HEART 

Our Limitless! K-3rd graders created adorable 3D 
Christmas ornaments to share with our neighbors at the 
Northfield Retirement Center. We immediately received an 
email back saying “We love them! Thank you so much!!” 
We are truly Sharing Christ’s Love with a Big Heart. 

3rd Grade Parent-Child Prayer Class 

Please join us in Room 54 off the Center Pod during 
Sunday School from 9:45-10:30 a.m. on February 16 and 23. 
We will explore prayer together. What is it? Why is it 
important? How do we do it? 

Sunday School Music is BACK! 

Beginning in January, our Sunday School Music opening 
time is back! We are delighted to be able to worship and 

fellowship this way once again. 3s-1st grade meet in the East 
Pod at 9:45 a.m. for opening time. 2nd-5th graders meet in 
the Center Pod. 

Enough… 

It’s a new year…a predictable time for reflection. I’ve been 
pondering the word “enough.” Sometimes we hear it in the 
phrase “good enough.” This often has a negative 
connotation, qualifying something to not be excellent, but 
just good enough, passable. It could be a viable goal in 
survival mode…just get by…good enough. It could be a sign 
of laziness, not seeking excellence, but doing the minimum. 
Or it could come from a desire to define our worth, proving 
that we measure up. Am I good enough? This can lead us into a 
performance-based value system. But that is not the message 
we hear from scripture.  

I have loved you with an everlasting love.  
- Jeremiah 31:3 

For we are God’s masterpiece created  
anew in Christ Jesus.  
- Ephesians 2:10 

My grace is sufficient for you.  
- 2 Corinthians 2:19 

Your value doesn’t change with your behavior, title, or 
accomplishments. You are enough because God created you. 
You are enough because God loves you. You are enough 
because God’s grace covers you. So, the next time we get on 
the “good enough” track, maybe we can remember that our 
value never needs to be earned or proven.  

Be blessed. We’re 
in this together. 
Brenda 

Brenda Atzinger             

Director of Children’s Ministries 

507-786-8878 

batzinger@bethelnorthfield.org 
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January Sunday FUN-Day Themes 

January 2nd: Pancakes and Pajamas 
Exactly that!!! Wear your jammies to church and help us 
make and eat pancakes and other breakfast goodies. Don't 
forget your stuffed animal and slippers! 

January 9th: The Nursery Staff Has Talent  
It is no surprise that our awesome nursery workers are  
SUPER talented. We all know they possess a talent for 
working with kids but they also have many "hidden talents" 
that they will share with us today.   

January 16th: MLK Jr. Day 
We L❤ VE Martin Luther King, Jr. in the nursery, and we 
can't wait to devote an entire morning to celebrating  
every.single.wonderful thing he did.  

 

 

NURSERY NEWS 

January 23rd: Popcorn & A Movie 
Popcorn for breakfast? You bet! Join us in the nursery for a 
super-fun morning of movie watching and popcorn eating on 
the big screen!  

January 30th: SNOW Much Fun 
Brrrr!!! Let's celebrate living in the Bold North by embracing 
the beautiful snow we see for so many months out of the 
year. Stop by and chill out with a snowy treat and some  
snow-inspired  
activities and crafts. 

 

Juley Jenkinson  

Nursery Director 

507-786-8973  

 jjenkinson@bethelnorthfield.org  



 

 

Confirmation 

Confirmation classes will resume 
Wednesday, January 5, with J-Term for 
all 7th through 9th grade youth.  Please 
note that January classes will be held at 
a different time, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.  All 
confirmation youth should have 
received their class assignments in 
December which includes information 
about J-Term classes, teachers, and 
locations. Please contact Kara if you 
have questions. 

Sunday Morning Programming 

Sunday School classes will resume at 
9:45 a.m. on Sunday, January 9, 2022. 

NEW! Senior High (9th – 12th) 
Interview with a Rock Star! In this class, we 
will interview people from our 
congregation and our community that 
have amazing faith stories. Grab a hot 
chocolate or a coffee and a freshly 
baked cinnamon roll, have a seat, and 
then be amazed by these rock star 
people in your own backyard!     

Senior Stepping Stones 

The next retreat is scheduled for 
Sunday, January 23.  High school 
seniors and parents, join us for this time 
of conversation and preparation for 
graduation. We’ll look back at the 
beginning of this important year and 
ahead at what you’ll still want to be sure 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN YOUTH MINISTRY? 

to include in the rest of your year. 
Lunch will be provided. Please RSVP 
to Kara by Wednesday, January 19.  

Also, remember that your senior quilt 
squares are to be turned in on Sunday, 
January 23. If you have not been able 
to complete your child’s quilt square by 
the January deadline, please turn them 
in as they are, and you will be able to 
finish them after your squares have 
been stitched together.   

Senior Quilting Days - Two quilting 
days have been scheduled during which 
all available senior parents and Bethel 
quilters are asked to help complete as 
much of the quilt construction as 
possible. We’ll meet in the CLC from 
9:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m. on Saturday, 
February 5 and February 12. A light 
lunch will be provided. During these 
workdays, we hope to finish all the 
quilts to the point that they can be 
completed by people who are able to 
do the finishing at home. We have 
several experienced quilters ready to 
help, but many hands will be needed 
and the ability to sew isn’t required to 
be a part of this process. Some people 
will sew, but others are needed to iron, 
cut fabric, or tie knots. Please put these 
dates on your calendars and join us 
in the fun as we work together to 
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Children ~ Youth ~ Disciples ~ Children ~ Youth ~ Disciples 

continue a beloved Bethel tradition! 

Hang Time  

For all Senior High Youth at 7 p.m. in 
the youth room. 
Jan. 12: New Year/New You, 
Resolutions that Stick! 
Jan. 19: Life Hacks: How to Throw a 
Party, Part One 
Jan 26: Life Hacks: How to Throw a 
Party, Part Two 

6th Grade Connections 

7-8:15 p.m. in the CLC 

Jan. 12: Theme: True Friends  
Jan. 26: Theme: True Friends  

Circle of Saints Dedication 

Service - A Circle of Saints dedication 
service is scheduled for Sunday, 
January 23.  It will take place during 
both services (8:30 and 10:45 a.m.), so 
6th graders and parents can decide 
which time works best for your family 
and invite those you have selected as 
your child's "Circle of Saints" to join 
you for worship then. Looking 
forward to having you join us! 

Looking Ahead. 

Sunday, February 13, Valentine Dinner 
Fundraiser. 

What’s going on outside? The grass is covered 
in snow. The trees are bare. The sun sets at 4 
o’clock, and the windchill is crazy! It’s hard to 
imagine how anything could grow again.  

Luckily, God has it all figured out. Plants and 
trees go dormant in the winter, kind of like 
hibernating animals. When spring comes, 
they’ll be ready to sprout new leaves and  
flowers. Thank you, God, for giving us this 
beautiful world!  

Kara Millerhagen   

Director of Youth Ministries 

507-786-8877 

kmillerhagen@bethelnorthfield.org 

CREATION CARE FOR KIDS 
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FINANCE REPORT                

 January 2 January 9 January 16 January 30 January 23 

Readers 

 

8:30: Available 

10:45: Available 

 

8:30: Available 

10:45: Cindy Kreis  

8:30: Bethel Youth 

10:45: Bethel Youth 

 

8:30: Barb Holm 

10:45: Chelsey 

Headrick 

8:30: Sandy Reiman 

10:45: Cindy Kreis 

Nametags 

 

8:30: Sandy Reiman 
Bruce & Cheryl 
Dueffert 
10:45: Dave &  
Sharon Detert 

8:30: Bruce & Cheryl 

Dueffert 

10:45: Cindy Kreis 

8:30: Bethel Youth 

10:45: Bethel Youth  

8:30: Dave &  

Sharon Detert 

10:45: Available 

8:30: Gary &  

Connie DeGrote 

10:45: Cindy Kreis 

Greeters 

 

8:30: Tim & Wanda 

Larsen 

10:45: Available  

8:30: Carole Cole 

10:45: Gary &  

Connie DeGrote 

8:30: Bethel Youth 

10:45: Bethel Youth 

8:30: Sandy Reiman 

10:45: Available 

8:30: Carol Cole 

10:45: Available 

Ushers 

 

8:30: Harley Foster, 

Dale Turnacliff  

10:45: Ken & Phyllis 

Larson 

8:30: Tim & Wanda 

Larsen 

10:45: Chad & Boden 

Jenkinson 

8:30: Bethel Youth 

10:45: Bethel Youth 

(Chad Jenkinson) 

8:30: Dale Turnacliff 

One Available 

10:45: Michael & 

Nancy Sparby 

8:30: Ken & Phyllis 

Larson 

10:45: Available  

Altar Care Carol Cole Sharon Stoeck Available Available Available 

Coffee  

Servers 

Dottie Hammer 

Rose Turnacliff 

Phyllis Larson 

Gordon & Marilyn 

Kelley, Duefferts, 

Wanda Larsen 

Sandy Reiman,  

Phyllis Larson, Ben 

& Jill Fisher 

Gordon & Marilyn 

Kelley, Gary &  

Connie DeGrote 

Sandy Reiman 

Additional spots 

available 

 

Treats (2-3 

dozen) 

Dottie Hammer 

Rose Turnacliff 

Kelleys, Cindy Kreis, 

Duefferts 

Available Kelleys, Cindy Kreis, 

Degrotes 

Available 

JANUARY WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS A few volunteer opportunities remain. Can you help? Contact  

Juley Jenkinson at jjenkinson@bethelnorthfield.org.  

 

Bethel Lutheran Church | Fiscal Health as of September 30, 2021 

     YEAR TO DATE   

        

Actual Budget 
Fav (Unfav) 

Variance 
Annual  
Budget 

Revenue        

  Total Revenue  $645,250   $620,975   $24,275   $865,350  

Expenses         

  Personnel  $430,248   $456,006   $25,758   $600,590  

  Facilities/Reserves  $84,675   74,662   (10,013)  106,380  

  Benevolence  $49,451   46,972   (2,479)  66,950  

  Children's Ministry  $2,980   4,509   1,529   10,815  

  Youth Ministry  $3,516   12,928   9,412   14,550  

  Administration & Technology  $48,498   38,512   (9,986)  47,455  

  Adult & Family Ministry  $992   3,621   2,629   4,945  

  Worship & Music  $5,306   5,232   (74)  6,865  

  Congregational Life    $3,337   5,357   2,020   6,800  

  Total Expenses  $629,003   $647,799   $18,796   $865,350  

Net Income (Loss)  $16,247   $(26,824)  $43,071   0*  

  *We always budget our revenue to meet expenses.     

FINANCIAL NOTES 
Through the third quarter, Bethel  
continued to outpace budgeted revenues.  
Net income through September was just 
over $16,000. While the books are not yet 
closed on the recent two months, it  
appears these favorable offering trends have 
persisted as we approach the end of 
2021. We now anticipate revenues to  
finish out the year above budget, and we are 
hopeful this will translate to positive net 
income. 

Our faithful giving is sustaining Bethel 
through another year of uncertainty. Thank 
you to all who continue to give generously! 
 

2021 giving statements will be distributed 
the first week of January, once the final  
offerings are posted. Most congregational 
members will receive via email. If you have 
elected to not receive Bethel  
correspondence via email, it will be mailed. 
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New Year, New Chance to Make  

a Difference 

As we celebrate the turning of the  
calendar and the arrival of the Wise 
Men, you may be making New Year’s 
resolutions. If one of those is to be a 
wise steward of God’s creation, below 
are some ideas to get you started: 
 

Switch to Renewable Energy 
Not all electricity is created equal.  
Power plants that burn coal or natural 
gas create a lot of greenhouse gases. 
Fortunately, there are lots of renewable 
options: 

• Thinking of installing solar panels on 
your home? Learn more about the 
process at 
www.CleanEnergyResourceTeams.or
g/Simple-Steps-Solar. 

• A community solar garden is  
another great option. The  
Northfield Community Solar  

Garden and Dakota Community So-
lar Garden are both currently taking 
new members. Get details at 
www.JoinSolar.com. 

• If you are an Xcel Energy customer, 
you can quickly and easily switch 
your electricity source to wind  
power. Visit www.XcelEnergy.com/ 
Windsource to learn more. 

 

Commit to Composting 
When organic materials break down in a 
landfill, they create methane, a powerful 
greenhouse gas. Composting is better 
for the environment and creates rich 
soil for yards and gardens. 
 

Yard waste 
The City of Northfield offers several 
options for yard waste. You may drop 
yard waste at the Northfield Compost 
Site at 1801 Armstrong Road or request 
a yard waste bin for curbside pickup. 

See www.ci.northfield.mn.us/1301/Yard
-Waste for details.  
 

Food waste 
Food waste can be taken to the  
Northfield Compost Site. A list of  
acceptable items is at 
www.ci.northfield.mn.us/336/Organics-
RecyclingComposting. 
Northfield Curbside Compost will pick 
up your food waste every week. Learn 
more at www.NorthfieldCompost.com. 
 

Follow the Money 
You’ve worked to reduce your carbon 
footprint, but what about your bank? 
Some of largest banks, such as J.P.  
Morgan Chase, Wells Fargo, Citi, and 
Bank of America, make huge  
investments in fossil fuel companies. 
Alternatives include Aspiration Bank 
(www.Aspiration.com) and Atmos  
Financial (www.JoinAtmos.com). 

healthy” bread baked by the resident monks 
(their specialty). Dean has since developed  
recipes for more than 15 varieties of bread,  
including gluten-free. He has joyously led Bethel 
youth through the baking process for several 
themes, including fundraiser bake sales, where 
the youth are empowered to produce the bread 
as well as manage the sale. Dean’s bread is in 
high demand! His love for music, beginning 
with percussion instruments, started in 4th grade 
and gained momentum in high school, where he 
joined every music group he could.  
Photography was initially meant to simply  
record various activities and trips, but portraits 
became personally important to Dean, and it has 
seemed only natural to help wherever needed. It 
is obvious that Dean loves working with  
children and teens, and he has given untold 
hours teaching and assisting with confirmation 
and other youth activities. 

Following the example that his parents and 
childhood church role models set, Dean believes 
activities that boost community, health, and  
education are like a spiritual magnet, especially 
when there is something significant to  
contribute. We at Bethel Lutheran thank you, 
Dean, for all you do to help create a sharing and 
vibrant church community. 

CREATION CARE CORNER                By Cynthia Carau  

Reunited and it feels so good. 
Well…almost. While we have come 
a long way from where we were  
this time last year, many of us have 
not fully re-entered society…and 
may not for a while. And yet our 
ministry together continues. We 
have learned in the past (almost) 
two years that we don’t need to be  
together physically to be together in 
spirit. And what a spirit there is. It 
is easy to look back and see many 
places in which the spirit has been 
working in, under, around, and 
through us, individually and  
collectively, renewing us and 
supporting us so that we may do 
God’s good work in the world.   
 

As 2022 begins, we on the  
stewardship Committee, are excited 
about the possibilities ahead. For 
the first time since the late 1970’s, 
our congregation begins the year 
without a mortgage payment. Now 
that we are debt free there are many 
exciting possibilities for how we can 
manage our financial resources. 
You will be hearing more  

throughout this month on how we 
plan to focus on our finances in 
three areas – our annual budget, 
beyond the budget giving to  
support housing needs in the  
community, and our endowment 
fund.         
 

But stewardship is not just about 
money. It is also care for every  
aspect of our community and our 
world. As the year goes on, we will 
be sharing ideas and opportunities 
in which all of us can participate 
and reunite in the renewing spirit of 
the love of Christ so that we can 
truly Be-the-Love and Light of 
Christ in the world. We look  
forward to sharing ministry with 
you in body and spirit throughout 
the coming months as we seek to 
serve as faithful stewards of God’s 
good world together. 
 
Renewed in Christ; Reunited in Ministry, 
Your Stewardship Committee, 
Becky Benedict, Kevin Christopherson, 
Gordy Olson, Don Pavek, Noel  
Stratmoen, Pam Vig 

RENEWED IN CHRIST; REUNITED IN MINISTRY DEAN NEUBURGER cont. from pg 1... 
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MONTHLY SERVICE 

GROUPS RETURN! 
Remember before the 

pandemic began and Bethel 

members were organized into 

monthly service groups who banded together with 

their service group buddies and volunteered in 

worship and coffee hour service? It was the BEST and 

it’s coming back! Juley Jenkinson will be reaching out 

to you when it’s your month to volunteer. If you are 

new to Bethel and don’t have a month yet, shoot Juley 

an email at jjenkinson@bethelnortfield.org and she 

will get you assigned with a group.   
 

Even if it’s not your service month, but you can help 

cover open shifts, please contact Juley. See page 6 for 

this month’s available opportunities!  

NEW CARD CATALOG IN THE 

BETHEL LIBRARY 
Our Bethel Librarians have worked hard to  

update our system, and we have a new web-based 

card catalog for the library! Now you can browse 

our wonderful books and resources directly in the 

church library or from the comfort of your home! If you are  

interested in setting up a library account (which is easy and zippy 

quick), contact library@bethelnorthfield.org and Darla Dahl 

(pictured here playing the role of Vanna White to our new Card 

Catalog) will send you the link to get started. 

We still have the same process to check out a book: Come in, make 

your inspired selection (perhaps one of the January featured books!), 

write your name and phone number on the card in the back of the 

book, and put it in the check-out box. Stop by the Library soon to 

see all of the terrific resources we have at Bethel! 


