
 

 

JOIN US FOR 
WORSHIP 

 
In Person 

Sunday Mornings:  
8:30 am and 10:45 am  

 
Online 

The 8:30 service is 
livestreamed  

on our YouTube channel. 
Check our website  

for the link!  
You can also view the service 

at your convenience. 
  
 

Past services are also available 
on Northfield’s public 

television station channels 
180 & 187  

No cable is required.  
There are four opportunities 

to watch: 
 

Monday 2:00 pm 
Tuesday 1:30 pm 

Wednesday 7:00 pm 
Saturday 7:00 am 

Sharing Christ’s love with a big heart 

Blaze 
FEBRUARY 2023 

1321 North Ave., Northfield, MN 55057  •  507.786.6674  •  bethelnorthfield.org  •  facebook.com/bethellutheran 

Jessi Labenski Receives Endowment Grant 

It has been an interesting path for Jessi. She made her mark here at Bethel as a child 
growing up in this congregation and serving in several capacities. Her college experienc-
es provided a continued path toward service, and now she has received a financial boost 
as she applies to seminary on her path to becoming a pastor. 

Jessi grew up in two Christian traditions. She attended school at St. Dominick’s where 
she enjoyed the intentional time each day to focus on religion as well as the all-school 
mass every Wednesday. Father Denny was a wonderful role model for Jessi. She ad-
mired the way he bridged the gap between English and Spanish. 

Jessi was also a child of Bethel. She was active with the youth group, often serving as 
assisting minister and singing an anthem from time to time. Pastor Tim, another impact-
ful influence on her, asked if she’d ever considered being a pastor. She hadn’t. 

At Luther College, Jessi pursued a degree in conservation biology, but there were op-
portunities for further growth in her faith journey, too. She enjoyed a campus group 
called Outreach, that led retreats and worked with youth. After a class on Racism and 
Christianity, she took more religion classes and graduated with a double major in con-
servation biology and religion. She found several faith mentors at Luther, and experi-
enced further growth in working at Christikon and Camp Amnicon in the summer.  

We’re all familiar with her summer internship here at Bethel, where she shadowed Pas-
tor Tim, helped with church online and even found herself delivering a sermon for wor-
ship! Pastor Tim met with Jessi, one-on-one every week to give her a fuller understand-
ing of the role of the pastor. The idea of becoming a pastor herself was becoming more 
of a real option for her.  

This year, Jessi is working for the Urban Servant Corps in Denver. As she does this 
work to help people in need, she is forming a new perspective, comparing their circum-
stance to hers. Working with people who are homeless or fleeing violence or domestic 
abuse, she says, “I have an appreciation for just how privileged I really am.” 

All of these experiences have led Jessi to choose seminary as her next step. She is in the 
application process and has been accepted at Dubuque Seminary and Princeton. She 
sees real advantages to each of these schools and it will be a difficult choice to make. 
The application process includes an ELCA Candidacy Fee with the SE MN Synod, 
which includes certain background and other checks or evaluations to help determine 
her readiness or fitness for entering the ministry. This grant from Bethel will help with 
those initial fees. The Endowment Committee felt that this fit nicely into the Endow-
ment Fund’s education category. They also felt that Jessi was a great candidate, given 
her long history of service and devotion to Bethel. 

Jessi would like to express her gratitude for this grant. “Bethel is a supportive communi-
ty and has always been very affirming for me and had confidence in me. I’m grateful for 
all the ways the congregation has supported me.” 

ENDOWMENT GRANT IS AWARDED 
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FIRESIDE REFLECTIONS           by Pastor Inger 

Dear Bethel, 

As Epiphany gains momentum, building towards the Transfiguration, in the northern hemi-
sphere we are also blessed with more light and longer days. We will gain over an hour and 20 
minutes more of daylight by the end of February!  

Momentum and more light seems especially fitting after a great annual meeting where we 
voted on how to faithfully disburse our 2022 surplus, a new budget for 2023, and new lead-
ership in some key council positions. I am still overwhelmed by your response to the De-
cember call to erase the deficit and then that record 22% benevolence. Faces also glowed 
with delight as we announced that Kristi Larson will be staying on as our Youth Director. 
Bethel beams with generosity and goodwill. 

I have long loved a quote by Madeleine L’Engle: 

“We draw people to Christ not by loudly discrediting what they believe, by telling them how wrong they are 
and how right we are, but by showing them a light that is so lovely that they want with all their hearts to 
know the source of it.”  

A light so lovely…. That is what I’ve been seeing. It is my absolute privilege to witness the 
light you give to God’s beloved world, whether supporting the ministries, non-profits or dig-
ging in to directly support the lives of our refugee family as they seek asylum. I am also treas-
uring the light we share with each other, from worship to education to fellowship. You regu-
larly give me new glimpses of our source and sustainer. 

Your partner in ministry, 

Pastor Inger 

BEFRIENDERS 

Pastor Inger Hanson 
(she/her) 

pastor.inger@ 
bethelnorthfield.org 

(preferred for non-urgent 
communication) 

 

office 
507-786-8875  

cell 
307-248-0438 

 
office hours 

by appointment Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, and Thursdays 

 

days off 
Mondays & Saturday 

 

BeFriender Ministry is sometimes defined as a ministry of presence. So, what does it mean to just “be”? My English teacher 
friend reminded me that the state of being verbs are sometimes known as linking verbs or relating verbs. These are not ac-
tion verbs, rather they link the subject of a sentence with more information about it, to add meaning. The “to be” verbs: am, 
are, is, was, were, been and being are used to describe or tell us the condition of people, things, places and ideas. BeFrienders 
can provide the “being” link to their friend when they use their listening skills. Following the conversation, identifying the 
emotions of the person speaking and responding with understanding, are listening skills that BeFriender ministers practice.  

As we consider our closest most important relationships, ask yourself “what am I doing to be the “being link” for my spouse, 
my parents, my children, my friends?” Could you take the time to look a toddler in the eye and discern the source of their 
frustration? Could you have a one-on-one conversation with an adolescent with a topic of their choosing? Could you set 
aside time for an uninterrupted conversation with your significant other?  Furthermore, can you imagine how affirmed you 
would feel if someone cared for you in this way? 

A BeFriender “link” doesn’t provide answers, but rather a connection with another that offers healing and hope and the op-
portunity for the Friend to feel truly heard.  

Upcoming Event: BeFriender Group Meeting-Thursday, March 5 3:00 pm Bethel Youth Room. Topic: “Stay with the Emo-
tion: Emotions and BeFriending” All trained BeFriender and Companion Ministers are welcome.  

BeFriender Ministry Training: 8 consecutive Mondays beginning February 6 from 6:45 pm-8:45 pm at Bethel Lutheran 
Church in classroom 61 A&B  

A fundamental BeFriender principle: “Active Listening”. For more information regarding the BeFriender Ministry at Bethel, 
please contact Marci Groenewold (507-649-3160), Knight Stanley (612-877-0893), Myrna Luehmann (507-951-7112), Karen 
Mader (507-301-4368) or the Bethel Office (507-786-6674). 

 

 

 



 

 

FEB 2    10:45 am   OWLS (Older, Wiser Lutherans) (Youth Room) 

     3:00 pm  Befriender Group Meeting      

     7:00 pm  Bethel Vision Seekers   

     7:00 pm  Call Committee Meeting 
 

FEB 6    5:00 pm  Worship and Arts Committee 
      

FEB 7    6:00 pm  Face It 
 

FEB 8    9:30 am  Ladies’ Bible Study 

     12:30 pm  Mission and Justice Committee 

     5:30 pm  Congregational Life Committee 
      

FEB 9    11:00 am  “Revisit Enneagram Triads” 

     7:30 pm   Finance Committee Meeting 
 

FEB 11    9:00 am  Funeral for Don Nelson 
      

FEB 14    9:00 am  Quilting Group 

     11:30  am  Lydia Circle 

     5:00 pm  Stewardship Committee   
   

FEB 19    8:30 am  Transfiguration Day—Receiving New Members 

     10:45 am  Baptisms and Circle of Saints Blessing 

 

FEB 21    6:00 pm  Face It 
     

FEB 22    9:30 am  Ladies’ Bible Study 

     11:00 am   Ash Wednesday Worship — also 5:15 pm and 7:00 pm 
 

FEB 26    1:00 pm  Bowling “Night” with Mentors 
      

FEB 28    9:00 am  Quilting Group 

     7:30 pm    Healing Circle  
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EVERY WEEK 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 8 AM - 4 PM 

SUNDAY   8:30 am  Worship 

     9:45 am  Coffee Fellowship, Bethel Presents, Sunday School & Faith Flow 

     10:45 am  Worship  

MONDAY   7:00 pm  BeFriender Ministry Training   

TUESDAY   9:45 am  Staff Meeting 
  

WEDNESDAY  3:15 pm  Limitless  

     4:45 pm  Carol Choir for 4th and 5th graders  

     5:45 pm  Bistro  

     6:15 pm  Ring Forth Youth Bell Choir  

     7:00 pm  6th Grade Connections (every other week) 

        Confirmation for grades 7, 8 and 9  

        Hang Time  

        Adult Choir Rehearsal (7:00 pm) 

     8:05 pm  Brio Youth Bell Choir  
      

THURSDAY   8:30 am  Men of Bethel (MoB) studying a video series titled “Understanding the New Testament,”  

        with Prof. David Brakke of Ohio State University. New members are always welcome.     
     9:30 pm  FaB (Faith and Books)  Reading Love Wins:  
        A Book about Heaven, Hell and the Fate of every Person Who Ever Lived, by Rob Bell. 

FRIDAY    9:30 am  Women of the Word (WoW) on Zoom -- “Believing God, by Beth Moore.  Contact Myrna     

        Luehmann for the link or more information (507)951-7112 or myrnalueh@gmail.com   

THIS MONTH 

mailto:myrnalueh@gmail.com
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February Sunday FUN-Days 

February 5th: An Emoji Party! 
Emojis represent all the feelings we have throughout the day. 

Whether we are feeling happy  , grumpy  , sad  , or 

just plain cool  , we will talk about how God is with us 
through it all!  

February 12th: LOVE Is In The Air! ❤  
In the spirit of Valentine's Day, we will be spreading LOVE 
all around Bethel. Watch out for all of the little cupids with 
their heart-shaped arrows! XO 

February 19th: Tie-Dye Day!  
Yep, you read that right....we're tie-dying in the nursery! 
We know we're crazy, BUT we're also FUN, and who 
doesn't have fun tie-dying?!?  

February 26th: Glitterama! 
Any way you look at it, GLITTER makes everything better!! 
And boy, do we love using glitter in the nursery! Our morn-
ing will be filled with more glitter than you can imagine!!!  Be 
ready to shine! 

Just a reminder that the nursery offers an 
age-appropriate Bible lesson, story, and 
craft for nursery children during the edu-
cational hour every Sunday morning.  This 
is a great way to start introducing all of the 
wonderful stories and lessons from the 
Bible in a very casual setting 
that is perfect for toddlers 
and young preschoolers.   

 

Nursery News 

Juley Jenkinson (she/her) 
Nursery Director 
507-786-8973  
jjenkinson@bethelnorthfield.org  

SPARK AN INTEREST... 
Children’s Ministry Update 

What’s New in the Children’s Ministry? 
Upcoming Dates: 
February 5 Family Sunday School Field Trip Day- sledding 
at Sibley Hill 9:15-10:15am 
February 22 Ash Wednesday Chapel Service at 5:15pm 
Family Sunday School Field Trip 
We invite your family to join us at Sibley Hill on February 5 
from 9:15-10:15am. Bring a sled, snowboard, or tube. It’s 
winter fun next to Spring Creek Elementary School.  
Chimes for 4th/5th Graders: with Jill Mahr, beginning 
February 8 during Limitless! 
Alleluia Choir for 1st-3rd Graders: February 1st begins with 
St. Olaf students Raina and Charlie.  
Lenten Intergenerational Chapel Services 
Through all of Lent, join in worship with us from 5:15-
5:45pm each Wednesday. Soup supper to follow in the CLC. 
Emotional Development 
Boundaries provide safety nets for children. It’s also 
important that children learn to use their voices and know 
their feelings matter. Being heard is not the same thing as 
being in charge or the same thing as agreement. Being heard 
affirms that you are loved, valued, and 
seen. Acknowledging disappointment, 
anger, and frustration are crucial to 
growing into healthy adults. Perhaps we 
can just sit with our kids, validating 
their feelings, and gently guiding them 
to healthy ways of dealing with those 
emotions. What a gift that 
would be to them and for 
every relationship to 
follow!  

Brenda Atzinger (she/her)             
Director of Children’s Ministries 

507-786-8878 
batzinger@bethelnorthfield.org 

Kristi Larson (she/her)             
Director of Youth Ministries 
651-230-6057  (cell/text) 
youth@bethelnorthfield.org 

CATCH FIRE! 
Youth Ministry        

drop off at Flaherty Lanes. Students, please check with your 
mentor and register by February 12. 
Youth Summer Trips are happening!  8th Grade Mission 
Trip to Duluth; June 24-30th; 9th Grade Christikon Back-
packing Trip in Montana; July 14-22nd; 10th – 12th Grade 
Flathead Adventure Trip in Montana; 
July 29th – August 5. 

 

 

Confirmation:  J-term was a big success. Thank you to all 
the families that made the January schedule work.   We are 
back to our normal schedule of 7:00-8:00 with your normal 
instructors.  See you then! 
Sixth Grade Families: This month, Sixth Grade Connec-
tions will meet February 1, 8 and 22 (Ash Wednesday, please 
plan to worship together as a group!) 
We will be blessing our sixth grade student’s Circle of Saints 
on February 19 at the 10:45 am service!   
Ninth graders and mentors!   February bowling “night” 
with mentors, at 1:00 pm at Flaherty Lanes.  Students, please 
bring $15 to offset costs, mentors bowl free!  Pick up and 
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BURN BRIGHTLY... 

FAITH FORMATION FOR ALL AGES  

 
High School Seniors (and more!):   
Remember to mark your calendars for the two quilting days in March!  Parents, grand parents, and 
any one else is welcome to join us to construct quilts for these growing young adults.  March 4th 
and 18th from 9:00am - 4:00pm.  We need all the help we can get from those with and without sew-
ing experience.  Join us for this wonderful Bethel tradition! 

The March Food Drive is happening again!  More details will be coming in the weeks ahead. 

The Plant Sale is back!  Starting in March you will be able to order plants to be delivered to your 
home on Mother’s Day Weekend.  Look for more information in next month’s Blaze.  
 

“Bethel Presents” Features Creation Care 
The Sacred Around Us  
The Creation Care Team invites you to our Bethel U series, “Seeing the  
Sacred in Nature.” In the words of Karen Armstrong in her book Sacred Nature, “We need to recover the venera-
tion of nature that human beings cultivated for millennia.” A variety of guest speakers will help us recognize and 
appreciate the gifts of God’s creation around us. Join us every Sunday in February at 9:45 am in the Sanctuary. 
 

ARLA  (Anti-racism Learning and Advocacy)—This month's Zoom session of ARLA on Tuesday, Feb. 21, from  

9:30 - 10:30 am, is a program from St. John's Courageous Conversations, entitled, "Two Communities: Creating Space to 
Heal".  The Prairie Island Indian and Red Wing communities have worked together to honor the spiritual and sacred spaces 
of the tribe on He Mn Can/Barn Bluff and the surrounding area. Their work models how communities can move forward 
from the trauma of the past toward healing. stjohnsnorthfield.org/congregational-life/women/courageous-
conversations/. Please watch the presentation ahead of time and then come to Zoom for small group discussion. All are 
welcome.  Contact Paula Mathison (612-702-2496) or Connie DeGrote (507-581-0240) with questions, or to be added to  
the ARLA list. 

News from the Border 

On our Border Immersion trip, we learned that the two main reasons people try to cross at our southern border is that 1) 
they and their children are starving, and 2) they are fleeing threats and violence primarily from the drug cartels. These are 
terrible problems in Central and South America and getting worse. On Monday morning, we met at the Border Wall in El 
Paso for a presentation from two US Border Patrol agents. They showed us how migrants use rebar to make ladders to try to 
climb over the high wall. They told us stories of rescuing migrants from the desert and from the watery canal on the Mexican 
side of the wall in El Paso. These agents try to enforce the US laws, limiting the flow of drugs into our country, while still 
treating people with compassion. It’s a very difficult job. We heard many immigrant stories on our trip. Carmen shared her 
story with us. She brought her very sick daughter across the border so she could get much needed medical treatment. She 
testified to God’s presence through angels—people who helped her in her difficult journey.  She taught us how to make 
Gorditas—fried cornmeal pockets filled with meat, cheese, lettuce and tomatoes, and we shared a meal together. She showed 
us the love of Christ—her testimony was a huge blessing to all of us.  Those who made this trip to the border were: Bo, Mari, and 
Fletcher Aylin, Jane and Kitty Runzheimer, Mark and Marie Labenski, Kirsten Scott, and Darlene and Gene Broughton.  

http://stjohnsnorthfield.org/congregational-life/women/courageous-conversations/
http://stjohnsnorthfield.org/congregational-life/women/courageous-conversations/
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BETHEL BRIGHT LIGHTS 

January Review 

 

Carol Cole turns 90! 
The Crafting Bee brought many together for wonderful day! 

Our refugee family was introduced to us! Mom, 

Lisbeth, with son, Ander, and Keyshia, celebrating 

her eleventh birthday. 

January “Pop-Up Choir” 

Scenes from the Border Immersion trip 
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LET YOUR LIGHT SO SHINE... 

VOLUNTEER AND SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES 

FINANCIAL NOTES  From Jared Plotz 

Welcome Team Enjoys a New App!  
Several members of the Refugee Welcome Team have been having fun learning and practicing their Spanish 
skills with a new free app called Duolingo.  They’re discovering how fun it is to learn, and just how beneficial 
it can be to have a grasp of the language. The app gives you little five-minute lessons each day. Sometimes 
you’re speaking and sometimes you’re filling in a word in a sentence. You can also accumulate friends and 
cheer each other on through the app. It’s been fun and they just wanted to let you know about it. North-
field’s Community Action Center benefits by volunteers who can speak Spanish, and we can all be better-
equipped neighbors when we have some Spanish language skills.  Ask Pastor Inger or anyone on the Wel-
come Team to get their input on the use of the app. 

Refugee Family Update 
Things are falling into place nicely for our new friends. Lisbeth goes to community preschool with two-yr-old Ander every 
week. She is also taking a computer class at the Northfield Library. Keyshia (11) is enrolled in the Compañeros Dual-
Immersion program at school and comes to Limitless every Wednesday.  While Ander goes to the nursery, Lisbeth volun-
teers in the kitchen for Bistro on Wednesday evening. A big thank you to all of you for your generous donations of a stroller, 
a bike, clothing etc. These things have made a difference in the life of this family and we are grateful. The next thing we’re 
looking for is a laptop or an iPad for Lisbeth.  
 

Bethel's Spring into Action Blood Drive  
Save the Date! Sunday, March 19, 2023 
 

Have you thought about donating blood but never tried it? Do you know somebody who has needed a blood product? Since 
some of Bethel's donors who have given blood for decades are no longer eligible to donate, we are always seeking First Time 
Donors!!! Please visit Karen Mader at the Among the Ministries Table on Feb. 12, 2023. 

Bethel Volunteers 
We want to know when you’ve volunteered for a housing related organi-
zation in our community. Scan the QR code on our logo and tell us when 
you’ve volunteered and where.  If you’re saying to yourself, “What’s a QR 
code?” —don’t worry, we’ll help you. Locate a member of the Homes for 
God’s Children Committee and we’ll help you record your hours! 

Full-year 2022 figures were as follows: 
 

Revenue of $900k (vs. $999k budgeted) 

Expenses of $879k (vs. $999k budgeted) 

Net income surplus of $21k 
 

Bethel stepped up big, financially, in December!  Stewardship, Finance, and Church Council committees were all blown 

away by the congregation’s giving to close out the year.  In a wonderful turn of events, a record $130k came in, not only 

erasing the deficit through November but pushing us solidly into an operating surplus to end 2022.  Thank you for hearing 

the call to close the deficit, thank you for answering said call, and thank you for putting Bethel in a better financial situation 

as we enter 2023! 
 

At the annual meeting this past Sunday, the congregation voted to approve allocating this surplus across the newly created 

Refugee Fund, the Good Samaritan Fund, the Organ Fund, and the Capital Reserve.  Looking forward to this new year, the 

2023 budget looks for a 6% step-up in giving to meet our ministry needs and growth aspirations.  With the benefit of identi-

fied cost savings, however, the budget is 5% lower than the 2022 budget.   

One last reminder: review your year-end statement and let Caroline Smith know if any corrections are needed. 
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Gratitude!         

 

The 2023 Annual Meeting, January 29, ran smoothly. Information was presented clearly and business was 
accomplished in a timely manner, thanks to all the informative reports from council members, committee 
chairs and staff. A special thanks to Bill Hoekstra and Jared Plotz for their thorough preparation for the 
meeting and their stellar leadership throughout the year. We’re also thankful for the wonderful contribu-
tions our Bethel members make to the active life of this congregation. As Bill Hoekstra put it, “It’s because 
of you showing up, you helping, you singing, you volunteering and you giving of your time, talents and 
treasures.” We are alive and thriving and we offer all of you a huge —  

 

Thank You! 


