
 

 

JOIN US FOR 
WORSHIP 

 
In Person 

Sunday Mornings:  
8:30 am and 10:45 am  

 
Online 

The 8:30 service is 
livestreamed  

on our YouTube channel. 
Check our website  

for the link!  
You can also view the service 

at your convenience. 
  
 

Past services are also available 
on Northfield’s public 

television station channels 
180 & 187  

No cable is required.  
There are four opportunities 

to watch: 
 

Monday 2:00 pm 
Tuesday 1:30 pm 

Wednesday 7:00 pm 
Saturday 7:00 am 

Sharing Christ’s love with a big heart 

Blaze 
MARCH 2023 

1321 North Ave., Northfield, MN 55057  •  507.786.6674  •  bethelnorthfield.org  •  facebook.com/bethellutheran 

God’s Call in Our Lives 
This Lent, we will explore the spiritual  
practice vocare (named from the fancy Latin 
word for “to call”). Developed by St. Olaf’s  
Nurturing Vocation Project, vocare helps you to 
discover and embrace how God calls you in everyday 
life, so that we live on purpose for the common good. 
Each week, we will consider a new guiding word as 
individuals, in relationship circles, and as  
a congregation. 
 
   

Midweek, we will delve into the story of Jonah as another lens for exploring God’s call 
for us in the meantime between no longer and not yet. The belly of the whale (while 
only a small part of Jonah’s story) is often symbolic of the in-between!  
 
Lent 1:       Values What do we value, and how are we living our values? 

Lent 2:        Openness What are we being asked to be open to? How do we respond? 

Lent 3:       Call What voices are calling to us? Which ones do we listen to, and why? 

Lent 4:       Attentiveness Where are we giving our attention? Does our attention align with our values? 

Lent 5:        Regret What are our regrets? What insights do we gain from them? 

Palm/Passion: Experience When, where, and how do we encounter the presence of the holy in our everyday lives? 

 

When it come to story of Jonah, most 
of us remember something about a fish 
and who doesn’t like a good fish story! 
But what is the message of the Book  
of Jonah? 

Martin Luther once wrote: “This is an 
exceptionally wonderful story. Even 

Christ seems to have been delighted with it.” And later, Luther said, “Jonah represents 
an excellent and comforting example of faith and a wonderful sign of God’s goodness 
to all the world.” 

As we worship on these Wednesdays at 11:30 am or 5:15 pm, and listen to this story of 

Jonah, we will discover the many ways Jonah represents you and me. In this Lenten  

season, in the meantime between winter and spring, Christmas and Easter, we will dis-

cover like Jonah, how God finds us in spaces between trust and doubt, courage and 

fear, anger and empathy. 

Come and worship and join in the journey of growing in faith, hope and love. 

LENT 2023: In the Meantime… 
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FIRESIDE REFLECTIONS           by Pastor Inger 

Dear Bethel, 

Too often, we truncate “vocation” – or “calling” – to profession. On the other hand, when 
we embrace Luther’s expansive, relational view, where all persons in every walk of life form 
an interdependent web, ambiguity can obscure the sense of God’s call. The same issues arise 
when we consider a congregation’s calling or purpose as well. We can err on the side of too 
limiting,or too general. If we approach vocation through a spiritual practice, however, we can 
better receive this gift of living on purpose for the common good. 

The spiritual practice we will be exploring this Lent has been introduced by the Nurturing 
Vocation Project, developed by St. Olaf through a Lilly Thriving Congregations grant and is 
appropriately called VOCARE. Each week, we will consider a new guiding word as  
individuals, in relationship circles, and as a congregation. 

Late summer, the council is excited to announce that Bethel will join the third cohort of  
congregations engaging the VOCARE practice as we go about our individual lives and  
congregational ministries. The hope is that as it becomes part of our way of being, 
VOCARE can help us be intentional in action, reflection, and then future steps as we listen 
for and respond to God’s call. For now, may it deepen your Lenten journey. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Inger 

BEFRIENDERS 

Pastor Inger Hanson 
(she/her) 

pastor.inger@ 
bethelnorthfield.org 

(preferred for non-urgent 
communication) 

 

office 
507-786-8875  

cell 
307-248-0438 

 
office hours 

by appointment Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, and Thursdays 

 

days off 
Mondays & Saturday 

BeFriender Ministry exists because each one of us experiences loss. Perhaps one of the most difficult losses one can  
experience is the loss of trust. When trust is broken, the person’s sense of safety in the relationship is jeopardized. Feelings  

of insecurity cause one to question the honesty, motives, intentions, feelings and actions of the person who broke the trust.  

According to Darlene Lancer, in Psychology Today, “Components involved in rebuilding trust include listening to the  
person’s feelings, empathizing and showing responsibility for one’s actions.” In the event you want to rebuild trust again, an 
apology may not be enough to restore the relationship. Explanations and excuses may make matters worse. Lancer suggests 
the following components to rebuilding trust: 
  1.    Listen to the other person’s anger and hurt feelings. 
  2.    Empathize with them. 
  3.    Ask what is needed to prevent a recurrence. 
  4.    Be conscientious to do all the things listed (in #3) that show trustworthiness. 
  5.    Take full responsibility for your actions. Don’t sidestep the issue or try to shift blame to the other person. 
  6.    Make a heartfelt apology expressing your regret. 
  7.    Continue to have open and honest communication. 
Open and honest conversation about what happened is essential. Ask the hurt person what they need from you and for  
suggestions regarding how this can be prevented in the future. As BeFrienders we practice being quiet and listening.  
Absorbing the conversation without thinking about a response allows us to learn more and help heal emotional pain. 

Upcoming Event: BeFriender Group Meeting-Thursday, March 16, 3:00 pm Bethel Youth Room. Topic: “Stay with the 
Emotion: Emotions and BeFriending” All trained BeFriender and Companion Ministers are welcome.  

BeFriender Ministry Training: Continues Mondays March 6-March 27 from 6:45 pm-8:45 pm.  
 
For more information regarding the BeFriender Ministry at Bethel, please contact Marci Groenewold (507-649-3160), Knight Stanley (612-877-0893), Myrna 
Luehmann (507-951-7112), Karen Mader (507-301-4368) or the Bethel Office (507-786-6674). 



 

 

MAR 2    10:45 am   OWLS (Older, Wiser Lutherans) (Youth Room)      

     5:00 pm  Personnel Committee 

     7:00 pm  Bethel Vision Seekers  7:00 pm Thursday, March 2, at Chapel Brewing, 15 Hester St., Dundas 
 

MAR 4 & 18   9:00 am   Sr. Quilts Quilting  
      

MAR 7    6:00 pm  Face It 
 

MAR 8    9:30 am  Ladies’ Bible Study 

     12:30 pm  Mission and Justice Committee 

     5:30 pm  Congregational Life Committee 
      

MAR 9    11:00 am  “Revisit Enneagram Triads” 

     7:30 pm   Finance Committee Meeting 
      

MAR 14    9:00 am  Quilting Group 

     11:30  am  Lydia Circle 

     5:00 pm  Stewardship Committee 

     6:30 pm   Church Council Meeting 
 

MAR 16    3:00 pm  BeFriender Group Meeting 
   

MAR 19    8:30 am  Bethel Blood Drive 

     12:00 pm  Holy Worship Retreat (Grades 4 & 5) and Lord’s Prayer Retreat 
 

MAR 21    9:30 am  ARLA (Anti-Racism, Learning & Advocacy) on Zoom 

     6:00 pm  Face It 
     

MAR 22    9:30 am  Ladies’ Bible Study 
 

MAR 26    1:00 pm  Bowling “Night” with Mentors 
      

MAR 28    9:00 am  Quilting Group 

     7:30 pm    Healing Circle  
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EVERY WEEK 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 8 AM - 4 PM 

SUNDAY   8:30 am  Worship 

     9:45 am  Coffee Fellowship, Bethel Presents, Sunday School & Faith Flow 

     10:45 am  Worship  

MONDAY   6:45 pm  BeFriender Ministry Training 
   

TUESDAY   9:45 am  Staff Meeting 
  

WEDNESDAY  11:30 am  Mid-Day Lenten Worship & Soup Lunch 
     3:15 pm  Limitless  

     4:45 pm  Carol Choir for Grades 4 & 5  

     5:15 pm  Evening Prayer Service 

     5:45 pm  Lenten Soup Supper 

     6:15 pm  Ring Forth Youth Bell Choir  

     7:00 pm  Sixth Grade Connections (every other week) 

        Confirmation for grades 7, 8 and 9 and Hang Time  

        Adult Choir Rehearsal (7:00 pm) 

     8:05 pm  Brio Youth Bell Choir  
      

THURSDAY   8:30 am  MoB  (Men of Bethel)    
     9:30 pm  FaB (Faith and Books)  Reading Love Wins by Rob Bell. Join us! Contact lanareich@yahoo.com. 
 

FRIDAY    9:30 am  WoW (Women of the Word)  on Zoom -- “Believing God, by Beth Moore.  Contact Myrna     

        Luehmann for the link or more information (507)951-7112 or myrnalueh@gmail.com   

THIS MONTH 

mailto:lanareich@yahoo.com
mailto:myrnalueh@gmail.com
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March Sunday FUN-Days 

March 5: The Land of Make-Believe 
Pretend-play is the best kind of play! Where will 
our imaginations take us?? Will unicorns serve us snacks? 
Will the friendly trolls living in the bathroom come out to 
play? We'll have to wait and see! 
 

March 12: Time For Tea 
We'll bring the china, finger sandwiches, and lace table 
cloths! You bring the frilly hats and bow ties (jeans and 
sweatpants work, too)! We're getting fancy in the Nursery 
and changing snack time into tea time!!!! 
 

March 19: Fantastic Friendships 
"A good friend is a blessing from God" 1 Samuel 18:3 

We have such a great group of Nursery kids that are all  

REALLY good friends! We will spend the morning  
celebrating the fabulous friendships that have been formed 
on Sunday mornings in the Nursery. 
 
 
 

March 26: Spring is in the Air  
We are certainly ready 
to welcome SPRING in the nursery!! 
There may still be snow on the ground, 
but we will celebrate with some fun spring
-inspired activities and crafts! Don't forget 
to wear your sandals, sun-
dresses or shorts!  

 

Nursery News 

Juley Jenkinson (she/her) 
Nursery Director 
507-786-8973  
jjenkinson@bethelnorthfield.org  

SPARK AN INTEREST... 
Children’s Ministry Update 

What’s New in the Children’s Ministry? 
Upcoming Dates: 
March 19- Grades 4 & 5 Holy Worship Retreat 
March 26- No Sunday School- Spring Break 
March 29- No Limitless- Spring Break 
April 2- Easter Egg & Story Event during Sunday School 

Holy Worship Retreat 
Grades 4 and 5- Join us March 19th from 12-2:30 pm for a 
special afternoon with Pastor Inger and Brenda. We will eat, 
learn, play and explore together as we dive into the 
components of worship and the colors of our church year. 
 

Limitless Art Project 
We are blessed by our continued partnership with Dean 
Neuburger to create large scale art projects each year during 
Limitless. In February, our children created beautiful 
artwork to enhance the Center Pod. This year’s theme is 
Community, inspired by the hymn “For the Beauty of the 
Earth” and the concept that we are together as a whole 
while individualism also exists as singular persons and 
groups. There are layers of characteristics in emotions and 
capabilities and passions and 
appearances, obscured, partly revealed, 
joyously celebrated, and subtly 
illuminated.  Stop in to enjoy! 
 
For the beauty of the Earth,  
For the beauty of the skies…  
For the wonder of each hour,  
Of the day and of the night…  
For the joy of human love,  
Brother, sister, parent child…*   

* Lyrics by Folliot S. Pierpoint  

Brenda Atzinger (she/her)             
Director of Children’s Ministries 

507-786-8878 
batzinger@bethelnorthfield.org 

CATCH FIRE! 
Youth Ministry        

March Food Drive!  
It’s that time again – March FoodShare month! It’s the time 
of the year when our Bethel youth join forces with the con-
gregation to raise 15,000 pounds/dollars to be donated to the 
Northfield Food Shelf. Each week our enthusiastic youth will 
encourage us to Share God’s Love in support of the drive. 
We hope you will be inspired to give as you are able in dona-
tions of cash, checks (made out to Bethel with MFD in the 
memo), or canned goods. Donations will be collected after 
worship services and can be dropped off or mailed into the 
church office.  Please reach out to Kristi Larson with more 
information on how you can help.  

Spring Flowers !!!! Our Bethel Youth in grades 8-12 will 
again be selling flowers (and a few veggies) to raise money 
toward summer trips. These are beautiful plants from  
Gertens. Look for details in the weekly newsletters!    
 

High School Senior Quilts!  All quilters and friends! 
Remember to mark your calendars for the two quilting days 
in March. Parents, grandparents and friends are 
welcome to join us to construct quilts for our high school 
seniors, Saturdays, March 4 and 18 from 9:00 am - 4:00 
pm. We need help from those with or without sewing experi-
ence. Join us for this wonderful Bethel tradition! 
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BURN BRIGHTLY... 

FAITH FORMATION FOR ALL AGES 

MOB (Men of  Bethel) 

Men of Bethel will be completing the video series “Understanding the New Testament,” with Prof. David Brakke of Ohio State 
University. This will be followed by a session in mid-month by Gene Broughton reporting on his visit to the US/Mexican 
border in Texas and the impact on migrant families coming to the United States. 
 

Later in March we will begin a PBS documentary is called "The Power of Myth.” Bill Moyers questions myth expert Joseph 
Campbell on a wide range of topics related to mythology.  Several are particularly focused on religious aspects of myths: 
"Message of the Myth" and "Masks of Eternity.” Join us at 8:30 am every Thursday, either in room 62 or the center pod.  
New members are always welcome.  
     

Bethel's Spring into Action Blood Drive  
The Memorial Blood Center’s bus will be here for our twenty-second blood drive on Sunday, March 
19, 2023, from 8:30 am to 3:30 pm in Bethel's west parking lot.  MBC donors in March will be entered 
in a drawing for courtside Timberwolves tickets! Since blood products have a shelf life, there is always 
a need to replenish the emergency blood supply. Some of our life-long donors are no longer eligible to 
give blood, so we are hoping to recruit 3-5 first-tme donors who will take an hour on Sunday, March 
19, to experience the satisfaction of saving lives. Someone as young as 16 years old can donate blood 
with a parent's permission. Sign up for an appointment by going to www.mbc.org/searchdrives and 
enter sponsor code 4044 or call 888-448-3253.  
 
 

ARLA Field Trip (All are welcome!) 
On Tuesday, March 21, we will be going to the Minneapolis Central Library to attend the 
exhibit "Testify," which is on loan from Alan Page, the former Minnesota Supreme Court 
Justice and Minnesota Viking. For decades Alan and his wife Diane collected objects and 
signs which show African American history -- slavery, Jim Crow, segregation, and more. 
They amassed an extensive collection and many of these objects are now on display. 

If you would like to join us on this outing, meet at Bethel at 8:30 a.m. on Tuesday, 
March 21. We will either carpool or take the light rail from the stop near the Mall of America. Following the viewing, we will 
have lunch downtown and then return to Northfield.  You are welcome! 
 

CALL COMMITTEE 
The Call Committee is in the process of reviewing candidates for the Associate Pastor/Deacon position at Bethel. Individuals 
in the congregation have an opportunity to nominate a candidate who you think may be a good fit for the position. Here is a 
link to a form that must be filled out and returned to Ben Fisher, Call Committee Chair, by March 5, 2023. You can fill out 
the form and scan and email it to fisherb18951@gmail.com or drop it off at the church office. Any questions, feel free to 
reach out to Ben Fisher at fisherb18951@gmail.com 

 

Kristi Larson (she/her)             
Director of Youth Minis 
tries 
651-230-6057  (cell/text)
youth@bethelnorthfield.org 

Youth Summer Trips – Grades 8-12   
Don’t forget to sign up by the end of March for the amazing Summer trips we have planned. These experiences, regardless 
of the destination, are a wonderful way to see and hear how God is at work in our world. Check out the Bethel website for 
more information and to register for a week this summer you won’t forget.  
Grade 8 Mission Trip to Duluth, June 24-30  
Grade 9 Christikon Backpacking Trip in Montana, July 14-22 
Grades 10-12 Flathead Adventure Trip in Montana, July 29 – August 5 

http://www.mbc.org/searchdrives
mailto:fisherb18951@gmail.com
mailto:fisherb18951@gmail.com
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BETHEL BRIGHT LIGHTS 

January Review 

  

 

Cora Schwartz  

Ashes for Lent 

Greta Marohl — Eggs in a Bag 

for “Just Breathe” time for 

Faith Flow . 

Limitless Kids share Dean’s pride in their artwork. 

Ben Martinez  

at His Baptism 

Dr. Gerry Hoekstra, accomplished birder and  

wildlife photographer at Bethel Presents 

Kitty Runzheimer and Keyshia at the  

All-School Art Show 

Send us  

your photos! 
news@bethelnorthfield.org 
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LET YOUR LIGHT SO SHINE... 

VOLUNTEER AND SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES 

Dean Neuburger in the Glow  by Janice Lehmkuhl 
 

He stood in front of the new art installation radiating joy and saying “Children did this!  Children did this! Children did this!” 
Yes, children did this, but this was Dean’s brainchild. He brought elements from the masters to the process for these  
children. The hidden secret ingredient is the random use of glow-in-the-dark paint throughout the artwork. When the room 

is completely dark, a beautiful “constellation” appears.  

“I LOVE it!!  He said!  I LOVE it!” as he stood gazing at the artwork the children had 
created with his guidance. The joy inside him was turning his face red as he spoke. The 
words carrying the story tumbling out of him – hints of Van Gough, Jackson Pollock, 
using layers of paint representing the layers of each individual, the uniqueness of each 
child, and the building of community. Each individual canvas is unique, but becomes 
an integral part of the whole installation. “Children did this! Children did this! Children did 
this!” He seemed awestruck. “I didn’t think we had enough time to make this happen, 
and now, in retrospect, it was perfect – the exact amount of time.” Standing next to 
him, witnessing the mountain-top moment he was experiencing, was humbling for me. 
Here stood this quiet, gentle man, who touches the lives of so many at Bethel and in 
the larger community, small in stature, but a veritable giant considering all his remarka-
ble gifts and his enormous generosity. 

Dean is easy to miss. He doesn’t call attention to himself. He creates and he shares. 
Quietly. How many times have we seen his name in the bulletin as percussionist for a 
hymn or a choir anthem? At how many Lenten soup suppers have we all eaten his 
fresh-baked bread? How many works of art has he engaged with the Bethel children to 
create? How many of his beautiful photos have we admired? His list of outstanding 
talents is long and varied. These are not just things Dean does, these are all things he 
does with exceptional skill and good will. I have not been at Bethel long enough to 
know the full story of this man, but others have given me insight into who Dean is.  

“I am in awe of his many talents and unyielding willingness to share his gifts freely. He pours into youth in a way where they 
are seen and validated and called to something higher. It is beautiful to watch and a delight to be part of.” Brenda Atzinger 

“Dean is always eager to help out musically in any way that is asked of him.  He has played drums, bass, the marimba,  
timpani, and orchestral bells in worship. He has played for every outdoor worship service and was integral in enhancing our 
parking lot worship early in the pandemic.”   Megan Engel 

“Dean has been a huge servant to Bethel for many years and in many capacities. He supplies "baked from scratch" bread for 
our soup suppers and lunches, often coordinating the bread flavor with the soup flavor. He generously bakes dozens of 
loaves of bread for numerous bake sales throughout the year (garage sale, nursery, youth fundraisers). He assists in teaching 
Sunday school and confirmation, coordinates and leads a very involved Lenten art project with the Limitless kids and offers 
his photography skills for confirmation, new members, and other times throughout the year when Bethel is in need of a pro-
fessional photographer. He has even chaperoned the ninth grade trip to Christikon.”  Juley Jenkinson 

“To me, Dean is an unsung hero, who gives to everyone around him in so many ways with his willingness to serve as a  
musician, a photographer, a bread maker, a Sunday school teacher 
and so much more. I’m glad to call him my friend.”  Christina Schwietz. 
 

An unsung hero, perhaps, but today we’re singing your praises, Dean. 
We thank you for all the ways you share of yourself, your talents, and 
service to bless us all here at Bethel.          
 

Stop by the Center Pod to see the new art installation the Limitless children  
created with Dean, using layers of paint, removing some of the top layer to reveal 
the gold beneath — as in the layers of each individual person in community. 
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Enjoy Dean’s 
Fresh Baked 

Bread and a Side 
Salad! 

Join us each Wednesday at 5:45 pm 
During Lent. 

March 1 
Loaded Potato (GF) 
Red Pepper Gouda Bisque (V) 

March 8 
Chicken Noodle 
Tomato Basil (V) (GF) 
 

 

 
March 15 
Minestrone 
Potato Au Gratin (V) (GF) 
 
March 22 
Cheesy Chicken Tortilla (GF) 
French Onion (V) (GF) 
 
March 29 
Spring Break—No Soup 
 
April 5 
Broccoli Cheese (V) (GF) 
Vegetable Beef with Barley 


