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15th ANNUAL VALENTINE’S DINNER

Join us in the Bethel
CLC from 5–
7:30 p.m. on Sunday evening, February 11,

8:30 a.m. Worship
9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
9:45 a.m. Sunday School and
Bethel U
10:45 a.m. Worship
All worship services at Bethel
include Holy Communion or
Holy Baptism

Treat yourself and
support the Bethel youth all at once!

LENT AT BETHEL
Join us for services on
Ash Wednesday,
February 14, as we begin
our Lenten journey.
Worship will be offered at
11:30 a.m., 5:15 p.m. (as part of BAM),
and 7 p.m. We will receive the imposition
of ashes at all three worship times, while
Holy Communion will be celebrated at the
11:30 a.m. and 7 p.m. services.

…and much more!

Sundays at Bethel

for a special
Valentine’s Day
dining experience,
Bethel-style. Tickets
are $25 per person
(an optional $20
senior citizen rate is
available) and will be
sold between
services on Sunday,
February 4.

Ticket sales have
begun for the 15th
annual Bethel Youth
Valentine Dinner.
Once again, we’ll be
treated to an elegant
night with a gourmet
menu, top-notch
entertainment, and
free babysitting!

Our mid-week Lenten journey will
continue the next five Wednesdays
(February 21, 28, March 7, 14, and 21)
when worship will be offered at both
11:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m., with the theme
"A Slow Walk through the Passion."
A Lenten Retreat, “The Gifts of Lent,”
will be offered on Saturday, February 17,
at Mt. Olivet Retreat Center. Sign up at
the Information Station. See page 2 for
details.

BISTRO SPAGHETTI DINNER BENEFIT
Bistro on Wednesday, February 7, will be
extra special - a spaghetti dinner benefit
for the Holz family. Chad and
Kristin need to do some house
renovations to make it
handicapped-accessible and you
can help!
A Thrivent grant will
underwrite the cost of most of
the food, so all proceeds from Bistro that
night will go to the house projects.

And all you have to do is come to dinner
that night! Invite your friends and
neighbors to join you - dinner
will be served 5:30-6:30, just like
usual.
(As always, if you would like to
help with food prep, serving, or
clean-up, please contact the
church office. New Bistro
volunteers are always welcome.)
Show your love to this Bethel family!

1321 North Ave., Northfield, MN 55057 • 507.786.6674 • www.bethelnorthfield.org • www.facebook.com/bethellutheran
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A RETREAT FOR BETHEL ADULTS

THE GIFTS OF LENT
A Lenten retreat will be held on Saturday, February 17, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m., at the Mt. Olivet Retreat Center
in Farmington, Minnesota. Join Pastor Tim, Pastor Becca, and Brian Jermeland, and musicians Bo Aylin, Peder Jothen, and
Doug and Katie Casson for a one-day retreat to explore the gifts of Lent: fasting, prayer and almsgiving, and reflect on how
these practices open us to recognize the graces that God gives us every day.
Surrounded by the beautiful setting of the Mt. Olivet Retreat Center, we will gather for worship, study, singing and sharing
as we grow more deeply in God's grace. Of course, we will also enjoy refreshments and a delicious lunch served by the
retreat center staff. The cost of the retreat is $45, but you are invited to pay what you can afford.
Registration ends February 9. Please sign up at the Information Station, or by calling the church office. For more
information, please contact Pastor Becca.

BETHEL U IN FEBRUARY
Listening to Life, in the Youth
Room, with Bruce & Pam Santerre, and
Eric & Sarah Swan McDonald
John of the Cross, a 15th
century Spanish mystic, once
said that 'the language of God
is the experience God writes
into our lives.' In other words,
God has real flesh on earth and
speaks to us in the bread and butter of
our lives, through things that have skin
on them. Come join us as we 'Listen
for Life' in the stories we share with
one another about our experiences-the
people and circumstances that make us
who we are. Perhaps in the telling, and
the listening, we will notice God's
presence among us! Each week will
focus on a different topic: experiencing
God with our body, heart, mind and
soul. The easy, conversational topics
and guidelines for active listening will
be geared to all ages.
Mission and Justice: How Many
Ripples Make a Wave?, in the CLC
Classroom, with various community speakers
How often do we find ourselves in a
place where we feel our voice or
actions do not matter? This course will
remind us that ripples do make waves
and every action makes a difference.
Join us as relevant community
concerns are brought to our attention,
and learn about the important ways
living out our faith can make a
difference in bringing the Gospel of
Christ to light each day.

February 4: Promoting Gun
Safety with Be SMART program There are "no accidents" only
unintentional and intentional
gun violence. Young children
are naturally curious and
cannot differentiate a toy from
the "real thing". Sometimes,
teens follow the risk taking
behaviors of their peers and make
poor decisions even when they
"know better". Come learn practical
ways for adults to take action and
responsibility for the safety of our
children.

February 11: Preventing Gun
Violence - Rev. Nancy Nord Bence

left parish ministry after officiating at
six funerals of gun violence victims.
She now serves as Executive
Director of Protect MN that
promotes a culture of health and
safety by reducing gun deaths
through education, organization and
advocacy (more than 33,000 deaths
annually in the U.S.= "public health
crisis").

February 18: How Northfield
Municipal ID Came To Be - Mar

Valdecantos and a video created by
Carleton students will help us
understand the impact of Municipal
ID for people in our community.

February 25: Were the Good Old
Days Actually Good? Growth &
Income Distribution ~ St. Olaf

Economics Professor Emeritus Bill
Carlson. The United States has the
largest economy in the World, with
among the highest average incomes
per person. On the other hand, 50%
of the total income is allocated to the
top 20% of the population, with the
other 50% allocated to the remaining
80%. In 1960 the top 20% received
only 35% of total income with the
other 80% receiving 65% of total
income. During our short time
together we will try to understand
how and why this occurred.
Explore: Bible Basics II (The New
Testament), in the Fireside Room, with
Lisa McDermott
Does the idea of a Bible study
intimidate you just a little? (Me, too.)
Or do you think the Bible is confusing?
(It is.) Come to Bible Basics II, where
there are truly no dumb questions and
discussion is welcome. Bible Basics II
will continue a broad overview of the
66 books of the Bible, focusing on the
New Testament, in an open and
inviting atmosphere. No experts
allowed! Bring your questions and your
coffee.
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FROM OUR ASSOCIATE PASTOR...
One of my favorite seminary profs,
David Lose, has a blog that is just
fabulous, and he wrote something
recently that connects the Vikings with
faith and leadership.
Because I am still riding high after the
Vikings’ miraculous win last night
against the Saints, I can't think of much
else. When this newsletter goes to
print, we will not know the ending of
the season, but these lessons have less
to do with the ending, and more to do
with the everyday. Here’s what Dr.
Lose offers:
"No, the Vikings should not be in the
playoffs, let alone as the #2 seed of
the NFC. But they are. Why? Three
reasons, I think, and from which all of
us can learn.
1) Each player matters. Absent
any superstars, they have each brought
up their game. Case Keenum
(journeyman quarterback). Adam
Thielen (undrafted). The list goes on.
Essentially, everyone on the team
knows that he has a critical role to
play. Absent any superstars, each
person has to be a star, or at least give
it their ultimate. (This is what
Benjamin and Rosamund Zander refer
to as “leading from any chair” in their
phenomenal book, The Art of
Possibility.)
2). Selfless play. Again, perhaps
that’s linked to not depending on any
one superstar player. But I think,
even more, that it’s a whole-hearted

commitment to the team. You play
your best and sometimes you’ll get to
make great plays, and many other
times others will. It doesn’t matter.
As long as you’re in it together. When
each person trusts and plays for the
rest of the team, greatness is far more
possible.

worries be sufficient for the day.” It’s
worked for the Vikings thus far and
will, I both predict and hope(!), keep
them in their unexpected playoff run
through Feb. 4. And it will work for
your team – whether defined as your
family, company, church, or class – as
well. Skol!"

3) One game at a time. Each
game is its own challenge. No need to
worry about the post-season until
you’re there. Sometimes, low (or at
least modest) expectations are helpful.
But even if it’s nice flying under the
radar for a while (and, frankly, if you
pay attention to the air time sports
commentators are giving them, the
Vikings are still under-rated), once you
start enjoying success, the key remains
to focus on the challenge in front of
you, live and work in the present, and
let the future take of itself.

And after the Minneapolis Miracle
catch by Stefon Diggs, Lose adds a 4th
point:
"Never give up. Never. Ever.
Not until the clock shows zero.
Never."
Great words for faith. Great words for
life.
Thanks for being a great team, Bethel!

Everyone leads. Put the team first
and trust your colleagues. Keep your
head in the present and let “the day’s

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY LISTENING SESSIONS
In light of Pam Vig’s upcoming retirement (see page 6), the Bethel Youth
Ministry Advisory Board will be holding listening sessions for congregation
members of all ages to offer thoughts/ideas on the Children's Ministry position.
Please attend one of the following sessions:
Wednesday, January 31, at 5 and 6 p.m., in the Fireside Room
Sunday, February 4, at 9:45 a.m., in Room 62
Wednesday, February 7, at 5 and 6 p.m., in the Fireside Room
Sunday, February 11, at 9:45 a.m., in Room 62

A CLOSER LOOK AT THE MARCH FOOD DRIVE
March will be here soon and that means it’s time for our
Bethel youth to join forces with the congregation in working
towards the challenge of raising $15,000 pounds and dollars
to be donated to the Northfield Food Shelf. This will be the
36th year for the MN FoodShare March Campaign which
raises more than half the food distributed annually through
300 food shelves across the state.
Get ready to take A Closer Look at ending hunger in our community!

MARK YOUR
CALENDAR...
March 17 ~ Congregational
Progressive Dinner
March 18 ~ Bethel Blood Drive
April 1 ~ Easter Sunday
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CREATION CARE TIP
OF THE MONTH
Sand and toxic de-icing salts are both
effective and inexpensive de-icing
materials, but they can be costly to our
environment. Sand can clog up storm
drains and absorb and carry oil and
other contaminants into our waterways.
Toxic salts can be bad for plant life,
groundwater and even our pets.
Greener alternatives include salts
containing magnesium chloride and/or
corn/sugar byproducts. Check the
labels to choose products that are ecofriendly and safe for pets and people.

VIA DE CRISTO NEWS
Minnesota Via de Cristo will be hosting
the National Via de Cristo Meeting in
2020.
MN Via de Cristo is hosting a
fundraiser Chili Contest at Bethel on
Saturday, February 17.
The schedule of events are as follows:
3:15 p.m.

Silent Auction Starts

4 p.m.

Eucharist

5 p.m.

Chili Judging

To enter chili or for tickets, contact
Roger Van Veldhuizen at 952-6522440.

CAREGIVING SUPPORT GROUP CONTINUES
Sometimes in our lives, we are
caregivers. Sometimes in our lives we
need care. (Oftentimes, we’re both.)
At both of those times, it can be
beneficial to meet with others going
through similar circumstances, to offer
mutual support. Strength, comfort,
and encouragement can be found in the
Body of Christ, gathered together.
Bethel has formed a 1st Corinthians
support group. This is a confidential
group that meets every two weeks so
that caregivers and caregivees may
share support for one another.
Caregivers meet in one room, and
caregivees in another, with a time of
fellowship for everybody afterwards.
Members will come and go as their

circumstances and needs change. You
are welcome to drop in at any time.
The meetings of the group will be held
on Thursdays, February 1 and 15,
at 2 p.m. in Classroom 62. For more
information, contact Pastor Becca.
24bBut

God has put the body together,…
that there should be no division in the
body, but that its parts should have equal
concern for each other. 26If one part suffers,
every part suffers with it; if one part is
honored, every part rejoices with it. 27Now
you are the body of Christ, and each one of you
is a part of it. (1 Corinthians 12)
25so

WHAT’S NEW IN THE LIBRARY?
Are you interested in learning about the
life and times of Jesus, the history of
Christianity, and the evolution of the
Jewish Nation, all while indulging your
love for fiction? Are you looking for
reading material that will keep you
engaged and turning pages throughout
the next few months (or even years?)
If you love a book series that will
introduce you to characters that are
carried forward from volume to
volume, then the works of historical
fiction written by co-authors Bodie
and Brock Thoene are worth
checking out. Prolific writers with a
serious interest in Christianity and
Israel, the Thoenes have written over
70 books, winning eight Gold
Medallion Awards. Bethel library
carries five of their series, totaling 35
books.
The A.D. Chronicles and the
Jerusalem Chronicles series retell
New Testament events and history at
the time of Christ, unfolding the

turbulent times in Judea
during His ministry.

The Zion Covenant

series focuses on WWII and the
Holocaust, intermingling the fates and
perspectives of various characters as
the conflict unfolds.
The Zion Chronicles and The Zion
Legacy series recap the establishment
of the Jewish State in 1948 and the
subsequent violent battle for control of
Jerusalem. Building on the Biblical
prophecy of the Jewish people, each
series continues the drama of
individuals and nations caught up in an
epic tale of survival, giving readers
familiarity and anticipation as they
work their way through each book.
The best-selling fiction of Bodie and
Brock Thoene can be found in the
Bethel library during the month of
February.
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BETHEL NEWS
CREATION Health continues on
Wednesdays in February ~ It’s not too
late to consider those New Year’s
resolutions for greater well-being. Join
the group on Wednesdays at 5:45 in
Classroom 53 off the Center Pod.
Bring your Bistro dinner (get in line at
5:15) and hear about Interpersonal
Relationships, Outlook, and Nutrition.
Contact Pastor Becca for more
information.

Can you help put together Senior
Quilts? Two full quilting days have
been scheduled during which all
available senior parents and Bethel
quilters are asked to help complete as
much of the quilt construction as
possible. We’ll meet in the CLC from
9 a.m. – 4 p.m. on Saturday, February 3
and February 10, with a back-up date
of Saturday, February 17. During these
work days, we hope to finish all the

quilts to the point that they can be
completed by people who are able to
do the finishing at home. A light lunch
will be provided. Many hands will be
needed and the ability to sew isn’t
required to be a part of this process.
Some people will sew, but others are
needed to iron, cut fabric, or tie knots.
Please put these dates on your
calendars and plan to join us in the fun
as we work together to continue a
beloved Bethel tradition!
WELCA hosts its annual birthday
party at the NRC on Monday,
February 12, at 2:45 p.m. All are
invited to join the fun!
The Men’s Depression Support
Group meets at Bethel every other
Monday from 6-8 p.m. and every other
Wednesday from 9-11 a.m. in Room

BISTRO MENU

VISION SEEKERS (Bethel
Guys Having Fun)

Bethel’s fellowship group for men,
newly christened “The Vision
Seekers," will meet at Tanzenwald
Brewing on Tuesday, February 13, at
8:30 p.m.
All Bethel men are invited to join the
fun for casual conversation and good
times - no agenda or program.
Contact Sedge Freeman for more
information.

Come for dinner on Wednesdays, 5:306:30 p.m., in the CLC. The suggested
donation is $3/person and the
fellowship is priceless!

Menu this month
February 7
February 14
February 21
February 28

Spaghetti Fundraiser
Chicken Cordon Bleu
Soup
Soup

Gluten-free options are available if
arranged by calling Roger Van
Veldhuizen on the preceding Monday.

A MEASURE OF OUR COMMITMENT
December Worship Attendance average per Sunday
2014

2015

2016

2017

549

586

509

680

Average Year-to-date Worship Attendance

62. This month, that’s February 5, 7,
19 and 21. If you want more
information or are interested in joining
this group, please contact Dan at 763-218
-9895.
Bethel members are volunteering at
Thursday’s Table on February 22 at the
Community Resource Center. If you can
set a table, or clean up a table, or serve
food, join the fun—and stay for this
wonderful community dinner! Sign up at
the Information Station or contact
Connie DeGrote.
The Mission Quilters will meet on
Tuesday, February 27, at 9 a.m. in the
CLC to put together more beautiful
quilts for Lutheran World Relief. If
you can tie a knot, sew, or tell a good
story, you are welcome to join the
group!

BETHEL WOMEN
HAVING FUN
Bethel women get together almost
every month for fun fellowship
activities. The group carpools from the
Bethel parking lot, and most activities
include lunch. You’re welcome to join
the group any time!
BWHF will be going to the new
Cannon Valley Movie Theater on
Tuesday, February 20, for a $5 movie,
with coffee afterwards at the Hideaway.
The movie will be decided closer to the
date. Sign up at the Information
Station. Meet at the theater.
Wednesday, March 21 ~ HealthFinders
Clinic and lunch, Northfield
April ~ Tour and lunch at the
Schweich Hotel in Kenyon
May18-19 ~ The Great Bethel Garage
Sale

2014

2015

2016

2017

Tuesday, August 21 ~ Salad/Dessert
Potluck at Lu Lindstrom’s

466

467

480

472

Contact Lu Lindstrom or Judy Code
for more information.
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Children ~ Families ~ Disciples ~ Children ~ Families ~ Disciples

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY UPDATE
Mark your calendars:
Vacation Bible School
2018 – Rolling River
Rampage!
When - June 11-14, 9-11:30 a.m.

Day Camp
When – July 30-August 3
Where – St. Peter’s Lutheran Church

Where - Emmaus Church

Who – Students who will have
completed kindergarten through 5th
grade

Who – Children who will be 3 years old
by September 1, 2018, through children
who will have completed 2nd grade.

Day Camp will be hosted by Bethel, St.
John’s and St. Peter’s Churches. More
details will be coming soon!

We will once again be hosting VBS
with our partners at Emmaus, St.
John’s and St. Peter’s Churches. Plan
now to attend and invite your friends
and neighbors! Registration
information will be coming soon!

Pam Vig, Director of
Children’s Ministries
786-8878
pvig@bethelnorthfield.org

PAM VIG ANNOUNCES RETIREMENT DATE
The following was sent out in a congregationwide email in January:

place and for you but we've got a few
months to get that out of the way.

Dear Beloved Friends,

For now, please know that the
Personnel Committee and the Youth
Ministry Advisory Board are busy
making plans for a process to search
for my replacement. There will be
opportunities beginning in February for
anyone and everyone at Bethel who
chooses to, to weigh in on the future of
children's ministry at Bethel. In the
meantime, you are welcome to contact
Kristin Kivell, with any thoughts, ideas,
questions or concerns regarding the
process.

Many of you are already aware that I
will be retiring as of June 30, 2018, as
you are some of the folks who have
asked over the years, but I thought it
only fair now that we are only 6 short
months away that I be sure you all
know.
It has been my great pleasure and
privilege to serve as Bethel's Director
of Children's Ministry for the past 21
plus years. And so it is with mixed
feelings that I move on to my next
phase of life. I will greatly miss the
work that I do, the children, and the
wonderful families, volunteers, and
staff with whom I have shared ministry
all of these years. However, I am very
much looking forward to more
opportunities to travel with Barry and
time to spend with him, our
grandchildren, my mom, and other
friends and family. I could go on and
on about my deep affection for this

I will close by simply saying, "Thank
you for all of the ways you have
supported me in this role. You and
this place have been and continue to be
a blessing to me and my family in ways
too many to count!"
Peace,
Pam

NURSERY NOTES
Nursery Sunday
FUN-Days in
February:
February 4: Disney
Day!
Bring or wear your favorite Disney
character. We will turn up the Disney
tunes and partake in some really fun
activities all centered around the
Wonderful World of Disney! We might
even sneak into one of the Pods and
watch a little M-i-c-k-e-y M-o-u-s-e!!!
February 11: LOVE Is In The Air!
With Valentine's Day right
around the corner, we will
celebrate with Valentine
bingo, a special sweet treat,
and of course a LOVE-ly
Valentine inspired craft! XO
February 18: We're Going on a
Treasure Hunt, We're Gonna Find
a Big One...Treasure, that is!
I wonder where the map will lead us?!?
And what might we find at the end?!?
You'll have to come and help us hunt
to find out!!!
February 25: Amazing Talents Day!
We will be inviting some Bethel
members to visit us in the nursery and
share their cool, unique, and out-of-theordinary talents with us! If you have a
talent that we all should know about,
you will also have an opportunity to
share it with the rest of your nursery
friends.
Juley Jenkinson,
Nursery Coordinator
786-6674
jjenkinson@bethelnorthfield.org
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Youth DISCIPLESHIP: Serving, Growing, Welcoming, Caring!
WHAT'S HAPPENING IN YOUTH MINISTRY?
Senior
Quilting Days
~ Two full
quilting days
and one backup day have been scheduled during
which all available senior parents and
Bethel quilters are asked to help
complete as much of the quilt
construction as possible. We’ll meet in
the CLC from 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. on
Saturday, February 3 and February 10,
with a back-up date of Saturday,
February 17. A light lunch will be
provided. Many hands will be needed
and the ability to sew isn’t required to
be a part of this process. Some people
will sew, but others are needed to iron,
cut fabric, or tie knots. Please join us
in the fun as we work together to
continue a beloved Bethel tradition!

Valentine Dinner ~ It’s that time!
Our next Bethel youth fundraiser, the
annual Valentine Dinner, is scheduled
for Sunday evening, February 11, in the
Christian Life Center. Information has
been sent to all youth about the work
shifts that are available. You may stop
in, call, or email Barb to sign up for a

shift. Don’t miss out on a chance to
earn some money toward your summer
trips! And if you’re not participating in
a summer trip this year, it’s still a way
to have a lot of fun and earn money
toward a future trip. Lots of our
Bethel kids love it as much as our
adults; we hope you’ll plan on it!

join us for this time of conversation
and preparation for graduation. We’ll
look back at the beginning of this
important year and ahead at what you’ll
still want to be sure to include in the
rest of your year. Lunch will be
provided. Please RSVP to Barb
Farmer by Wednesday, February 14.

6th Grade Connections ~ 6th Grade
Connections will meet at 7 p.m. on
Wednesdays, February 14 and 28, this
month. A parent planning meeting will
take place on the 28th at 6:30 p.m. in
room #61A. On February 14, 6th
graders will meet at 6 p.m. to eat Bistro
together in the Youth Center, play
some games (of course!), and attend
Ash Wednesday Service together at
7 p.m.; youth may be picked up at 8
p.m. at the end of worship. Please join
us - parents are welcome too! Youth
who are a part of Ring Forth may join
us after rehearsal.

9ers & Mentors ~ Mentor Bowling
is coming up! Plan to join us at the
Jesse James Lanes at 6:30 p.m. on
Monday, February 19. More
information will be sent by email in the
next few weeks. Please RSVP to Barb
Farmer by Wednesday, February 14.
This is a great chance to get to know
your mentor/mentee better in a very
casual setting!

The second of three Senior
Stepping Stones Retreats, which was
originally scheduled in January, will
take place on Sunday, February 18.
High school seniors and parents, please

FROM THE SCRIP TABLE...
With this summer's youth trips still over four months away, there is
plenty of time to impact your trip accounts with Scrip purchases.
By purchasing gas and grocery cards, your budget dollars have extra impact: You
receive the full value of your card purchases while an extra 2-16% of your dollars
automatically flow into your trip account. That is a win-win for everyone!
Don't have a youth travelling on a trip this summer? Your Scrip purchases can
still be use to support a Bethel youth or can be used to support the general
scholarship account. Of course in addition to gas and groceries, there are
hundreds of retailers available from whom to order Scrip cards for that birthday
or anniversary meal, Valentine gifts for that special someone, or other special
occasions.
Caribou and Starbuck's $10 cards as well as Pizza Hut, Papa Murphy's, Domino's
and Subway are available at the Scrip table each Sunday for that meal-on-the-go
or sports nights when a fast, easy meal is just what you need.

General summer trip information
was sent in January to all youth who
are participating in summer trips. A
few dates to remember: February 10 is
the final cancellation date – after that
date you will be responsible for the
total cost of your trip even if you
should have to cancel; March 15 is your
next payment date when half of your
balance is due. Families will receive a
recap of fundraiser earnings and
balance at the end of this month. Trip
meetings will begin in March – check
the March Banner for dates & times.

Barb Farmer, Director of
Youth Ministries

786-8877

bfarmer@bethelnorthfield.org
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BEFRIENDING
“Remember, not getting what you want
is sometimes a wonderful stroke of
luck.” This quote attributed to The
Dali Lama resonated with me as soon
as I read it. I wanted to live as a farm
wife near my rural birthplace in
southwestern Minnesota. Instead I
relocated to a city to work on a large
vibrant corporate hog farm that has
grown nearly 8 times larger than when
I arrived 25 years ago. As a result of
that move, I have experienced
tremendous personal growth and
opportunities unimaginable to me at
the time. Since I knew virtually no one
when I arrived in Northfield, I was able
to live and grow at my own pace.
Allowing others to grow at their own
speed is not always easy. Yet it is what
is necessary for another to comprehend

By Marci Groenewold
and absorb new principles. We might
be tempted to think, “I can’t wait until
she can talk” or “I can’t wait until he
gets a job.” We forget to enjoy living
in the here and now. A relative
recently commented to me, “I wished
my life away”. How sad. By going to
work and “wishing” it was the end of
the day, or “wishing” for this or that,
she missed living in the “now” and
enjoying the positive gifts of each day.
For me, growing through the
disappointments and struggles that
resulted from “not getting what I
wanted” has resulted in an incredible
joy-filled life--one where I was better
off being more lucky than good.

For New Life in the New Year
The ritual of setting New Year’s
resolutions is a staple in our culture –
a time when we examine the past 12
months and set intentions for the
coming year. But it can also bring
regret and cynicism as we realize
we’ve set the same goals year after
year with little progress: our debt
and our waistline haven’t shrunk,
we’re still as disorganized as ever, we
struggle as always with the same old
things.

Upcoming Opportunities:

Bethel BeFriender/Companion
Meeting, February 26, 7 p.m., Fireside

Room - “Tools for the BeFriender -The
Visit.” All trained BeFrienders and
Companions are welcome as we share
ways to make our visits more
meaningful for our Bethel Friends.

Blessings from Bethel's Befrienders
†

FROM OUR MISSION INTERPRETER…
I received this newsletter from Luther
Seminary today. Since many of our
members don’t see items like this, I
decided to share this as it mentions
some “re-thinking” being done there
these days. If you are interested in
information like this, you can go to the
Luther Seminary website and sign up to
receive their newsletters, too:

A core Befriender principle:
“Non Judgmental-Presence.” For more
information, call Marci Groenewold,
(507-649-0760), Knight Stanley (612877-0893), Myrna Luehmann (507-9517112) , or the Bethel office
(786-6674).

Perhaps the secret lies less in gritting
our teeth and willing ourselves to
achieve some arbitrary standard of
“success,” and more in the practice
of opening ourselves to the God who
makes all things new. Perhaps it is
not so much an exercise in doing, but
an exercise in seeing where God is
already at work – an act of
imagination more than willpower.
At Luther Seminary, we are deep in
the process of re-imagining the role
of theological education in an
increasingly secular world, and rethinking the core competencies faith
leaders must possess to proclaim the
gospel to a generation that has lost
faith in traditional institutional
structures. The same old resolutions
won’t work. We must rely on the
God of new life to open the way for
us. It is frightening but exhilarating
work, full of hope and promise.

By Lois Stratmoen
Dutch Catholic
priest, professor,
writer and theologian Henri Nouwen
said, “Imagine that we could live
each day as a day full of promises.
Imagine that we could walk through
the new year always listening to a
voice saying to us, “I have a gift for
you and can’t wait for you to see it!’
…..We must choose to listen to that
voice and every choice will open us a
little more to discover new life
hidden in the moment, waiting
eagerly to be born.”
We look forward to a year of
discovery and innovation and wish
the same for you. Happy New Year.
Robin Steinke, President
Luther Seminary
St. Paul, Minnesota
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ROUND THREE:

FINDING GRACE THROUGH PRESENCE ON THE INTERNET
Deanna Thompson, Merv and Jackie
Thompson’s daughter, has convinced
me that we must find ways to listen to
each other -- including God - on the
Internet. In emails, Facebook posts,
etc. we can find the Virtual Body of
Christ sharing messages of hope and
grace. If we don’t look for “The
Good” online, and “Express
Gratitude” to those we find there, we
will miss our best chances to truly
engage younger adults as well as to be
open to the variety of ways that God
speaks to us.
Deanna (author of The Virtual Body of
Christ in a Suffering World), reminds us
that “It’s not that we’re either online in
virtual space, or we’re physically
present with somebody; that’s a false

dichotomy. The real question is about
presence. People assume that being
physically with others is always
superior, but we can be face to face
with other people and not be present.”
My own cancer has apparently
returned, now for the third time.
“Round Three” I call it (as in boxing).
But I have experienced two personal
truths drawing on Deanna’s words
about how people serve as the “Virtual
Body of Christ” online.
After my Round One began six years
ago, several good friends who meet
with Jan and me almost every Tuesday
for dinner and also “talk” online almost
daily, sent me emails expressing
gratitude that what I was writing online
to them about my cancer made them

THE HISTORY OF BETHEL: ENTERING THE ‘90s
CHAPTER 27
In the last chapter, we learned of
several short-term physical changes to
respond to more worshipers. At the
same time, the congregation was
recognizing financial inspiration and
actual financial commitments towards
much needed facility expansion. More
importantly, the long-term debt was
reduced from nineteen years to twelve
years. With a much shorter debt time,
Bethel could be optimistic about its
future. God was talking and the people
of Bethel were listening!
Wayne Kivell is Bethel’s President. He
called a special congregational meeting
in November 1990 to discuss ways to
reduce the debt. The debt at the time
was reported as $ 245,000…$110,000
remaining for the education wing, and
$145,000 remaining for facility
improvements and for the new organ.

The prepared motion from the Church
Council asked for approval to approve
a fund drive with a goal of $450,000.
This would pay off the debt and any
excess amount would be used as a
beginning of a building fund for
construction of a worship space and
for significant remodeling of the whole
building. The motion also included
hiring a professional fundraiser (James
Company at $21,000) to conduct the
fund drive. After a lengthy question
and answer period, the motion was
voted on and passed with 103 YES
votes and 54 NO votes.
As the budget was reviewed,
conversation turned toward the
previous year’s benevolences. It was
reported that the Easter, Thanksgiving,
and Christmas offerings did not meet
the expected amount as stated in the
budget. While it was a shortfall and
was under expectations, there was a

By Bruce Roberts

chuckle with appreciation. Their online
notes were game-changers for me.
They boosted my healthy sense of wellbeing, engaged me in writing about
gratitude and gave me a pathway
toward a hopeful future.
Recently, a long time colleague, after
reading about the start of my Round
Three, sent me an email reminding me
that the famous heavyweight boxer,
Jersey Joe Walcott, was said to get
stronger with every new round. My
friend’s email message has changed
how I look at the additional challenges
I may face; now I feel a gathering sense
of strength with friends.

God’s Grace on the internet:
Watch for it!

By Noel Stratmoen
positive note that all
benevolence giving
was at 17.6%, up
about 5% from the
previous year. This
was discussed in reference to the
congregational goal established in 1967,
when the congregation voted to set
Bethel’s benevolence goal of 25% and
the synod goal of 33%.
During the budget discussion, it was
also noted that several various small
benevolence accounts were not
included in the total benevolence
report. The Finance Committee
responded that the all Benevolence
amounts would be clarified with
footnotes in future annual reports,
beginning with the annual report for
1990.
To be continued...
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FISCAL HEALTH as of December 31, 2017
2017
ACTUAL Dec
2017
Revenue
Total Operating Revenue
Thrivent Mortgage Income, excluding FREE Campaign gifts
Total Revenue
Expenses
Personnel
Benevolence
Trustee
Youth Formation
Administration
Worship
Adult Formation
Stewardship
Membership
Congregational Life (negative denotes income)
Total Operating Expense
Thrivent Mortgage Payments: Sched. P & I + Principal Gifts, excluding
FREE Campaign gifts
Total Expenses
Net Operating Income (Loss)- excludes mortgage
Net Income (Loss) - includes mortgage

$87,919

Actual

Fav (Unfav)
Variance

Budget

$87,919

$877,704
91,933
$969,637

$930,000
40,000
$970,000

$(52,296)
51,933
$(363)

58,879
3,625
9,421
3,141
3,724
1,246
226
640
417

656,087
59,867
74,212
31,781
20,171
5,811
3,550
4,400
511

705,000
60,600
80,706
40,850
26,734
5,550
4,085
4,300
700

48,913
733
6,494
9,069
6,563
(261)
535
(100)
189

140
$81,463

2,150
$858,544

1,475
$930,000

(675)
$71,456

3,280
$84,743

91,933
$950,477

40,000
$970,000

(51,933)
$19,523

$6,456
$3,176

$19,160
$19,160

$0
$0

$19,160
$19,160

*We always budget our revenue to meet expenses.

OPERATING RESULTS SUMMARY
December: Revenue exceeded expenses by $6k.
YTD Dec.: Revenue exceeded expenses by $19k. Revenue is less than budgeted by $52k which is offset by expenses $71k
below budget.
Net Income
December: $6k actual vs. $34k budgeted. Actual expenses were $5k more than budget.
YTD Dec.: $19k actual vs. $0 budgeted (we budget annual income = expenses). Actual expenses are $71k less (-8%) than
budget partially offset by offerings $52k less (6%) than budget.
Revenue
December - $88k actual vs. $111k budgeted.
YTD Dec.- $877k actual vs. $930k budgeted (-6%).
Expense
December - $81k actual vs. $76k budgeted. Higher Trustee (roof repair) partially offset by Lower Personnel and
Administration
YTD Dec. - $859k actual vs. $930k budgeted (-8%). Lower Personnel, Youth Formation, and Administration. No 3rd service
coordinator, IT support done by a volunteer,. and lower gas/electricity bills
Mortgage
YTD: A total of $162k was applied to our mortgage: $92k from 2017 gifts and $70k from the FREE campaign. The
mortgage balance at December 31, 2017 is $338k

FEBRUARY 2018
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BENEVOLENCES AS OF 12/31/2017

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE
DECEMBER CHURCH
COUNCIL MEETING…

YTD $
32,500
367
3,300
11,000
2,500
1,200
9,000

Budgeted Benevolences
SE MN Synod
Cannon River Conf.-ELCA
Community Action Center
Lutheran Social Services
Nfld. Retirement Community
CAC Thursday's Table
Global Mission/Justice
Total Budgeted Benevolences
Non-Budgeted Benevolences
ELCA World Hunger
ELCA Disaster Relief - South Sudan
ELCA Disaster Relief - Hurricane Relief

Kevin Fink shared that in November we had
a net income of $1k. The Endowment Fund
committee is meeting monthly.
$ 59,867

3,167
3,445
4,715
Total ELCA

Sunday School - Christmas Sharing
Sunday School- 8th Gr. Mission Trip

$ 11,327
400
454

Total Sunday School
CAC Food Shelf
March Food Drive

$

854

3,651
16,752
Total CAC Food Shelf

Easter - Good Samaritan
Easter - CAC Housing and Homeless Prevention Program
Easter - Angel Fund, Northfield School District
Thanksgiving - ELCA Disaster Relief
Christmas- TORCH
Christmas- CAC
Christmas- Greenvale Snack Cart Program

$ 20,403
1,000
2,495
2,495
4,965
1,953
1,953
1,953

Total Offerings
Alternative Giving Fair 2017
The Gideons
TORCH care packages
ALLIES
Good Samaritan Funds used
Youth Scholarship Funds used
Christmas Sharing
Quilts: Lutheran World Relief & Christmas Sharing
*175 quilts given. Monetary value of gift impossible to estimate.
Crop Walk
Angel Tree
CAC Food Shelf gifts from the Faith and Books group
Total Other

Megan Engel was present and gave an update
on a meeting that she held with several
members of the congregation regarding the
3rd Worship Service. Council motioned to
have Megan continue moving forward on
this project.
Blair Fowler was also present and he
attended a Church Safety Workshop at
Life21 Church. Council has asked Blair to
move forward in creating a committee to
review our safety/security culture and how
we can improve it with the tools and
resources he took away from the workshop.

$ 16,813
12,752
316
499
100
5,135
589
1,600
-

BETHEL CHURCH
COUNCIL

3,612
240
500
$ 25,343

Total Non-Budgeted Benevolences

$ 74,740

Grand Total Benevolences

$ 134,607
% of revenue

Nichole Porath,
Director of Finance
786-6687
nporath@bethelnorthfield.org

The roof repair over the staff wing is now
complete. There is a new turbine on the roof
that Franek Electric still needs to hook up
and the staff office that was mostly affected
by the leak is under construction.

15.3%

Brian Jermeland, President bjermeland@charter.net
Jill Fisher Trustee - jillsberyl@gmail.com
Kevin Fink, Financial Officer kpfink@outlook.com
Bruce Santerre*, Personnel Officer
Randy Peterson, Steward randypeterson221@gmail.com
Zach Bahler, At Large for Mission &
Justice - zachary.j.bahler@gmail.com
Sarah Marohl*, At Large for Visual Arts
Wade Schulz, At Large for Kitchen
Committee - woodyschulz@gmail.com
Jen Rauk, At Large - jbrauk02@me.com
* Terms end January 2018
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FEBRUARY WORSHIP SERVANTS
February 4

February 11

February 18

February 25

Assist. Minister
(8:30 a.m.)

Eric Lundin

Mike Ahrens

Grace Casson

Noel Stratmoen

Assist. Minister
(10:45 a.m.)

Knight Stanley

Christina Schwietz

Jessica Labenski

Knight Stanley

Reader (8:30 a.m.)

Chris Bussman

Kristi Huettl

Bethel Youth

Maryann Kaul

Reader (10:45 a.m.)

Jim Holden

Ann Etter

Bethel Youth

Jill Fisher

Acolytes (8:30 a.m.)

Shelby Patterson,
Jack Pribyl

Max Frank,
Allison Mathews

Ella Krupicka,
Allison Mathews

Claire Casson,
Ryan Kuyper

Acolytes (10:45 a.m.)

Sophie Meyer,
Aidan Molesky

Garrett Muench,
Ella Pagel

Nicholas Eschen,
Alex Schuster

Josh Kraby,
Noa Marohl

Sacramental
Ministers (8:30 a.m.)

Mike & Sandy Ahrens, Carol Rose Turnacliff, Connie
Cole, Brent & Jen Rauk
DeGrote, Sandy Ahrens,
Carol Cole, Wayne Kivell

Bethel Youth

Abbie Meierbachtol, Jen
Rauk, Marcia Omdahl,
Sandy Reiman, Lois
Stratmoen

Sharon Stoeck, Ben
Chadwick, Renae Schuster,
(two needed)

Bethel Youth

Roger Van Veldhuizen,
Connie DeGrote, Ben & Jill
Fisher, Michael Sparby

Gordon & Marilyn Kelley,
Dave & Char Jacobsen

Bethel Youth

Steve Meierbachtol, Kyle
Nordine, Roger Glasgow,
Daryl Kuyper

Bethel Youth

Lisa & Bronwyn
McDermott, (two needed)

Dan & Jan Foley, Renae
Sacramental
Ministers (10:45 a.m.) Schuster, (two needed)

Ushers (8:30 a.m.)

Dale Turnacliff, Bob
Vanderhoof, Harley Foster,
Dave Mathews

Ushers (10:45 a.m.)

Steve & Carol O’Neill, Mark Gerry & Carol Gengenbach,
Etzell, (one needed)
Kay Gredvig, Mark Etzell

Nametags (8:30 a.m.) Bonnie Kurtt, Martin & Julie Bonnie Kurtt, Jerry & Linda Martin & Julie Schwartz,

Mike & Mary Graff

Schwartz

Tickle

Karen Mader

Nametags
(10:45 a.m.)

Chris & Caroline Bussman,
Dan Wilharber & Gretchen
Cary

Marc & Misty Westergren

Chris & Caroline Bussman

Dan Wilharber & Gretchen
Cary

Greeters (8:30 a.m.)

Martin & Julie Schwartz,
Karen Mader

Mac & Jackie Gimse

Ben & Jill Fisher, Martin &
Julie Schwartz

Jaynes family

Greeters (10:45 a.m.)

Hoekstra family

Mac & Jackie Gimse

Krista Middlebrooks,
Amanda Heinritz

Krista Middlebrooks, Karen
Mader

Coffee Servers

Chris & Caroline Bussman,
Mike & Mary Graff, Mac &
Jackie Gimse

Ben & Jill Fisher, Bill &
Ruth Hoekstra, Brian &
Ellen Haefner, Kevin &
Tricia Christopherson

Chris & Caroline Bussman,
Dan & Sarah Belcourt, Jerry
& Linda Tickle, Bill & Ruth
Hoekstra, Marci & Kelly
Groenewold, Brain & Ellen
Haefner

Ben & Jill Fisher, Packy &
Karen Mader, Mark &
Bonnie Johnson, Kelly &
Marci Groenewold, Kevin
& Tricia Christopherson
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FEBRUARY WORSHIP SERVANTS
February 4

February 18

February 11

Vic & Dot Swanson

February 25

Altar Care

Rose & Dale Turnacliff

Alyce Kivell

Communion
Angels

Loren & Mary Baumbach

Kay Gredvig, Sharon Stoeck Carol Cole

Orpah Johnson

A/V (8:30 a.m.)

Lucas Hoekstra, OPEN

Lucas Hoekstra, Ryan Mibus Will Schuerman, OPEN

Ryan Mibus, OPEN

A/V (10:45 a.m.)

Sebastian Jenkinson, Will
Schuerman

Mack Haines, OPEN

Mack Haines, Madeline
McDermott

Madeline McDermott,
Sebastian Jenkinson

Ash Wednesday, February 14
11:30 a.m.

7 p.m.

Assisting Minister

n/a

Eric Lundin

Reader

One needed

Heather Kuehl

Sacramental Ministers

Kristin Haines &
Candy Nordine

Cindy Kreis, Barb Holm, Rose Turnacliff,
Becky Benedict Wayne Kivell, Lu Lindstrom

Ushers

n/a

Dale Turnacliff, Harley Foster

The McDermott
family
Candy Nordine

The McDermott family

Altar Care
Communion Angel

Candy Nordine

FROM OUR STEWARDSHIP TEAM
From the book Your New Money Mindset
by Brad Hewitt and James Moline:
A Rich Relationship with God
If we want to begin to break free from
our fears [about not having enough],
the first thing we should do is return to
the simple but profound assurances of
Jesus: “I tell you, do not worry about
your life, what you will eat; or about
your body, what you will wear. For life
is more than food and the body more
than clothes. Consider the ravens:
They do not sow or reap, they have no
storeroom or barns; yet God feeds
them. And how much more valuable
you are than birds! Who of you by
worrying can add a single hour to your
life?” Luke 12:22-25

Jesus understood
clearly that faith and
resources go hand in hand. He noticed
how worries about our security tempt
us to keep things for ourselves. In fact,
just before Jesus gave the assurance
quoted above, he told a parable about a
rich fool who boasted about building
bigger barns and filling them full so he
could kick back and take life easy.
Despite his grand business ambitions,
the man was the opposite of someone
wise in managing his blessings. He
ignored God as the real source of his
security, instead relying on his wealth
for a false sense of safety and control.
Jesus called him a fool because he
wasn’t investing is a rich relationship
with his Creator.

Tom & Rosann Brawley

Service Opportunity

LAURA BAKER
SATURDAY RESPITE
Laura Baker Services Association
(LBSA) is pleased to provide an
afternoon of structured activities for
people with developmental
disabilities and a welcome break for
their caregivers. On the second
Saturday of each month from 2-5
p.m., LSBA hosts Saturday Respite
on its campus at 211 Oak Street.
The event is staffed by the Family
Support Services Coordinator, with
assistance from community
volunteers.
Bethel members are invited to
contact Pastor Becca to indicate
their interest in volunteering for the
Saturday, February 10, 2018 event.
This is an opportunity for members
of our community to engage with
one another in a supportive and fun
environment.
The Bethel Banner is published monthly
as a ministry of Bethel Lutheran Church
of Northfield, Minnesota. The
congregation is invited to submit
articles to the church office. Articles

are due by the 15th of each month.

Questions, suggestions, or comments?
Contact editor Lisa McDermott at
lmcdermott@bethelnorthfield.org, by
phone at 645-0740, or call the church
office at 786-6674.
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Discipleship through Spiritual Growth ~ Discipleship through Spiritual Growth ~ Discipleship through Spiritual Growth

JOIN US FOR ADULT ED THIS WINTER!
New members and drop-ins are always
welcome at our adult education
opportunities. Look for a complete
listing of all of our groups in the Adult
Formation booklet on the Information
Station. Here is a list of our weekly
and monthly groups:
SUNDAY EDUCATION HOUR
9:45-10:30 a.m.
Bethel U ~ in various locations
Bethel U is our offering on Sunday
mornings for Bethel 8th-12th graders
and adults together. See details on
page 2. Look for the current Bethel U
catalogue on the Information Station
today. Classes in February:
Listening to Life, Youth Room,
Bruce & Pam Santerre, Eric & Sarah
Swan McDonald
Mission and Justice: How
Many Ripples Make a Wave?
CLC Classroom, Various Community
Speakers
Explore: Bible Basics II - The
New Testament, Fireside Room,
Lisa McDermott
Membership Matters ~ in the CLC
with church staff, in April, noon ~ If you
are considering membership at Bethel,
this pizza lunch and information
session can help answer your questions.
Childcare is provided.

MONDAYS
Martha Circle ~ 9:30 a.m. on the third
Monday of each month in the Fireside Room.
Monday Evening Women’s Study
~ every other Monday, 7-8:30 p.m., Wanda
Playter’s house.
For more information please contact
Wanda or the church office.

TUESDAYS
Lois Circle ~ 12 p.m. on the fourth
Tuesday of each month in the Youth Room.
Lydia Circle~ 7 p.m. on the second
Tuesday of each month in the Fireside Room.
WEDNESDAYS
Creation Health ~ in the East Pod
5:45-6:45 p.m. weekly through February 21.
Bethel is offering a faith-based wellness
seminar open to all ages, with an adult
component and a kids’ component, as
well. Bring your dinner from Bistro or
home and join the group Room 53, off
the Center Pod. For more information,
please contact Pastor Becca or Juley
Jenkinson.
THURSDAYS

FaB ~ in the Fireside Room, 8:159:15 a.m. weekly.
The Thursday morning FAB ladies
group will be reading and discussing
The Book of Joy by the Dalai Lama and
Desmond Tutu. This book reflects the
journey of the friendship between the
authors. These two global spiritual
masters discuss achieving and
experiencing a more blessed and
enlightening life of abundant joy. Join
us in the Fireside room. Any questions
please contact Judy Narhi, 507-6639080 or Kitty Runzheimer, 507-6452245.
Men Of Bethel ~ in Room 62, 8:309:30 a.m. weekly.
MoB is reading Here I Stand: A Life of
Martin Luther, by Roland Bainton. This
study is being led by clergy in the
group. For more information, contact
Wayne Kivell.

Bethel Enneagram Group ~ 9:3010:30 a.m., meeting on February 8, in the
Fireside Room.
We will continue listening to the CD
series The Enneagram & Grace: 9 Journeys
to Divine Presence, a conference led by Fr.
Richard Rohr and Russ Hudson.
Questions? Contact Pam Santerre at
651-335-3465.
FRIDAYS
The Bethel WoW (Women of the
Word) Bible Study group ~ in the
Fireside Room, 8:30-10:15 a.m. weekly.
The WoW Bible Study continues its
study of the book of James throughout
February. James, the half-brother of
Jesus, is a wonderful journey for us and
we invite any of you to join us on a
Friday morning at 8:30 am in the
Bethel Fireside Room. This book
touches on many topics from
encouraging being doers and living our
faith to handling hardships along the
way. All are welcome. For more
information, contact Myrna Luehmann
at (507) 951-7112.



All of these discipleship opportunities
welcome you to attend regularly, or as
your schedule allows. If you would
like to lead a group or have a good
idea for a class or topic, please
contact the church office.
Look for information about our
Lenten Retreat on page 2!
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Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
8:15 a.m. FAB
8:30 a.m. MoB
2 p.m. 1st
Corinthians
Support Group
5 p.m. Personnel
Committee
meeting
7 p.m. Boy Scouts Troop 344

2
8:30 a.m. WoW

3
9 a.m. Senior
Quilting Day

4
8:30 a.m. Worship
9:30 a.m. Coffee &
Fellowship
9:45 a.m. 3rd Grade
Prayer Class
9:45 a.m. Sunday
School & Bethel U
10:45 a.m. Worship
12 p.m. Lord's Prayer
Retreat
7 p.m. Venture Group

5
9 a.m. Staff Retreat
10 a.m. Senior
Coffee Hour
3:30 p.m. Northfield
Youth Choir
6 p.m. Face It Men's
Group

6
1:30 p.m.
Bethel Staff
meeting
7 p.m.
Stewardship
Committee

7
9:00 a.m. Face It Men’s
Group
3:30 p.m. BAM
5:30 p.m. Bistro
5:45 p.m. CREATION
Health
6:15 p.m. Ring Forth
7 p.m. Adult Bell Choir
7 p.m. Adult Choir
7 p.m. Confirmation
7 p.m. Hi-League
8 p.m. Brio

8
8:15 a.m. FAB Faith & Books
8:30 a.m. Men of
Bethel (MoB)
7 p.m. Church
Council meeting

9
8:30 a.m. WoW

10
9 a.m. Senior
Quilting Day
10 a.m. Valentine
Dinner Set Up
2 p.m. Laura Baker
Saturday Respite

11
8:30 a.m. Worship
9:30 a.m. Coffee &
Fellowship
9:45 a.m. Sunday
School & Bethel U
10:45 a.m. Worship
5 p.m. Valentine
Dinner

12
2:45 p.m. NRC
WELCA Birthday
Party
3:30 p.m. Northfield
Youth Choir

13
1:30 p.m.
Bethel Staff
meeting
7 p.m. Finance
Committee
7 p.m. Lydia
Circle
8 p.m. Vision
Seekers Men’s
Fellowship

14
11:30 a.m. Ash
Wednesday Service
3:30 p.m. BAM
5:15 p.m. Ash Wed. BAM
Chapel
5:30 p.m. Bistro
5:45 p.m. CREATION
Health
6:15 p.m. Ring Forth
7 p.m. Ash Wednesday
Service
8 p.m. Brio

15
8:15 a.m. FAB
8:30 a.m. MoB
12:30 p.m.
Troubadour
Rehearsal
2 p.m. 1st
Corinthians
Support Group
7 p.m. Boy Scouts Troop 344

16
8:30 a.m. WoW

17
9 a.m. Lenten
Retreat
1 p.m. Via De Cristo
Chili Cookoff

18
8:30 a.m. Worship
9:30 a.m. Coffee &
Fellowship
9:45 a.m. Sunday
School & Bethel U
10:45 a.m. Worship
12 p.m. Senior
Stepping Stones
Retreat #2
7 p.m. Venture Group

19
9:30 a.m. Martha
Circle
3:30 p.m. Northfield
Youth Choir
6 p.m. Face It Men's
Group
6:30 p.m. Mentor
Bowling

20
Bethel Women
Having Fun
1:30 p.m.
Bethel Staff
meeting
5:30 p.m.
Collegeview
Estates
Homeowners
Assoc.

21
9:00 a.m. Face It Men’s
Group
11:30 a.m. Lent Worship
3:30 p.m. BAM
5:30 p.m. Soup Supper
5:45 p.m. CREATION
Health
6:15 p.m. Ring Forth
6:30 p.m. Lent Vespers
7 p.m. Adult Bell Choir
7 p.m. Adult Choir
7 p.m. Confirmation
7 p.m. Hi-League
8 p.m. Brio

22
8:15 a.m. FAB
8:30 a.m. MoB
12:30 p.m.
Troubadour
Rehearsal
7 p.m. Boy Scouts Troop 344

23
8:30 a.m. WoW

24

25
8:30 a.m. Worship
9:30 a.m. Coffee &
Fellowship
9:45 a.m. Sunday
School & Bethel U
10:45 a.m. Worship

26
3:30 p.m. Northfield
Youth Choir
7 p.m. Befrienders/
Companions
Training

27
9 a.m. Bethel
Mission
Quilters
12 p.m. Lois
Circle
1:30 p.m.
Bethel Staff
meeting
6:30 p.m. Girl
Scouts

28
11:30 a.m. Lent Worship
3:30 p.m. BAM
5:30 p.m. Soup Supper
6:15 p.m. Ring Forth
6:30 p.m. Lent Vespers
7 p.m. 6th Grade
Connections
7 p.m. Adult Bell Choir
7 p.m. Adult Choir
7 p.m. Confirmation
7 p.m. Hi-League
8 p.m. Brio
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Return Service Requested

Bethel Lutheran Church is a body of believers redeemed by Christ who
Call and welcome all people;
Act to serve our neighbors in need;
Respond with God’s love to one another; and
Encourage spiritual growth.

MANY THANKS TO OUR
OUTGOING
COUNCILMEMBERS
Thank you to Bruce Santerre,
Personnel Office, and Sarah
Marohl, Councilmember-atLarge, who have given their
leadership to Bethel for the past
three years.
Thank you for your willingness
to serve!

THE ALTERNATIVE GIVING FAIR

THANK YOU!
The annual success of Bethel’s 4-week alternative giving fair should
definitely serve as a model for other congregations. The response of
Bethel members and friends has been nothing short of
phenomenal with total receipts this year of $12,752, a
$1,000 increase over last year. This doesn’t include gifts
purchased for Christmas Sharing and Angel Tree (children
of incarcerated parents) which is estimated to total at least
$2,500. In addition, the Christmas offering totaled $5,858.
What a difference this will make in the Northfield
community and literally all over the world! Thank you,
Bethel members, for this example of generous and joyful
giving during this Christmas season.
~ Karna Hauck, Amy Narveson, & the Mission & Justice
Committee

