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JOIN US FOR 
WORSHIP 
Fireside Worship is available 
to everyone with access to the 
internet.  You can find the link 
in our weekly email or by 
going to our website.  It’s also 
available on NTV daily at 
midnight, 9 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. 
on Cable Ch. 187, and at the 
NRC on Sundays, Tuesdays, 
and Thursdays at 1 p.m.   

Revive! Worship is available 
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. on 
our YouTube channel.  
(Search for Bethel Northfield.) 
It airs at the NRC on 
Thursdays at 4:00 p.m.  

TIME TO CELEBRATE! 
On Sunday morning, February 14, we will 
celebrate becoming a Reconciling in Christ 
(RIC) congregation of the ELCA. A year of 
reading, hearing speakers, discerning how to 
become an even more welcoming 
congregation, and input from the 
congregation has culminated in a new, even 
more inclusive Bethel Welcome Statement, 
and we are celebrating!  Worship on Sunday 
morning will include special emphasis on 
our renewed and expanded commitment to 
welcome. Following Bethel U, join us for a 
drive-thru cookie party in the parking lot 
from 10:30–11:00 a.m. We love our 

DRIVE-IN VALENTINE’S DINNER 

fellowship and celebrations at Bethel, so 
drive through the parking lot and receive 
special cookies for you and your family to 
enjoy as you celebrate Bethel’s celebration of 
expansive love and welcome for everyone. 
You (and we) will be glad you did! 

ASH WEDNESDAY AND LENT 
We have sacrificed and fasted so much in the last year that Lent 
may seem like one more drag in a long series of bummers.  But 
Lent is most especially a season of turning again to God in a 
renewing and strengthening way - and who doesn’t need that right now?! 

Bethel will observe Ash Wednesday on February 17 with a special Ash Wednesday Fireside 
Worship and drive-through imposition of ashes.  Watch the weekly Banner for more info. 

And hear the good news of Lent through weekly Revive! worship on Wednesdays! 

Make your reservations for the 18th Annual 
Bethel Youth Valentine Dinner, Sunday, 
Feb. 14. Coronavirus can’t stop us from 
spreading the love - we need 
it more than ever! Once 
again, we’ll be treated to an 
elegant night with a gourmet 
menu and top-notch 
entertainment, with a twist!   

We won’t be able to dine 
together, but the evening will 
still be a special Valentine’s Day experience 
complete with a scrumptious meal from the 
kitchen of Ruth’s on Stafford, entertainment 
from our talented youth, and other fun 
surprises! It’s perfect for sweethearts, 

families, and anyone who loves delicious 
food. You could even share the love and 
drop off a meal for a sweet friend.  

This year’s menu will feature 
gourmet take-and-bake heart 
shaped pizzas, a selection of 
fancy heat-and-serve entrées, and 
an delicious array of desserts! 
Prices vary by menu selection. 
Deadline to order is Wednesday, 
February 10.  A fun drive-in 

order pick up will be held at Bethel; stay 
tuned for more details on how to order in 
the weekly Banner.  

Treat yourself and those you love and 
support the Bethel youth - sweet!  
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Dear Partners, 

I’m writing this just after our annual 
Budget Meeting, which took place over 
Zoom.  As I scrolled through the 
“pages” of Bethel faces on my screen, I 
choked up.  It was so good to see you.  
It was our best attended Budget 
Meeting ever I think, and perhaps it 
was partly because you are as eager as I 
am to connect with each other.  I can’t 
wait for our Annual Meeting of the 
Congregation next Sunday. 

As we compiled the statistics for the 
Annual Report (available in the 
vestibule and on our website), I was 
struck by two numbers:  our 
participation in worship is up 
significantly (using a rubric provided by 
the ELCA, incorporating online 
viewership and in-person worship 
numbers), while our “new members” 
total is the lowest it has been since 
before I arrived at Bethel in the mid-
‘90s.  There are good reasons for both 
of these numbers: 

 Online worship allows people to 
worship when their schedules allow.  
Despite being at home a lot of the 
time, Sunday morning isn’t always 
the most convenient for everybody.  

Folks who would attend once or 
twice a month now have the option 
to worship every week.  Some 
worshippers are choosing Saturday 
or Sunday nights, or later in the 
morning when the teenagers have 
woken up, or earlier with morning 
coffee and dawn hinting at the 
horizon.   

 We’ve had folks worship from 
campgrounds, cabins, and AirBnBs.  
Going on vacation no longer has to 
mean missing church. 

 Online worship allows folks who 
don’t live nearby to worship with us 
as well.  My sister often worships 
with us from Florida, and my in-
laws worship from up north.  I 
know many of you have friends and 
relatives who join us regularly. 

 Not meeting in person means that 
we haven’t had a Membership Matters 
class.  There may be plenty of 
people who want to become 
members, but we haven’t provided 
an obvious avenue for that.  The 
staff and I will be offering a Zoom 
Membership Matters in February or 
March.  Interested people will be 
able to hear from staff and church 

FROM OUR SENIOR PASTOR... 
leadership about Bethel’s ministry 
and ask questions to find out if 
Bethel is a church home for them.   

I seen many descriptions of the last year 
using the word “virtual,” as in “virtual 
worship,” “virtual outreach,” “virtual 
programming.”  I understand that 
virtual is being used as a synonym for 
“online,” but I don’t prefer its use.  
There is nothing virtual or simulated 
about belonging to Bethel Lutheran 
Church right now.  More than ever, our 
ministry is hands on and real.  Our 
connections with each other are 
fundamental to our individual and 
collective well-being.  Membership, that 
unique belonging to each other and to 
God, is more important than ever as we 
combat the loneliness, weariness, and 
difficulties of living through a 
pandemic.  The Holy Spirit binds us 
into the Body of Christ in a very real 
and vital, not virtual, way. 

I’m so grateful that you belong to 
Bethel and the Church of Jesus Christ.  

Your Partner in the Gospel, 

BEFRIENDERS                            by Marci Groenewold 

what’s been said lets the friend know 
they’re understood.  

“Why” questions are generally 
discouraged because they can be 
construed as judgmental. However, a 
“why” question can help identify an 
issue. Once named, a “what if” 
discussion can happen. From there, the 
“what if” ideas can be explored. Finally, 
the “how” can be discovered.  After 
several attempts, a solution may be 
found.  

 Even if a solution isn’t found, the 
“Why”, “What If”, “How” framework 
can be used to bring the conversation 
back to a starting point. A good 

“Active listening” is a core value of 
BeFriender Ministry. Active listening 
begins with a question; a carefully 
crafted question followed by equally 
careful listening can assure our friends 
that their concerns are being heard and 
understood.   

Asking the right question is vital to the 
conversation. The best questions are 
open-ended. Those are questions not 
able to be answered with a single word. 
Encouraging phrases like “tell me 
more” or “can you say that again 
another way so I can understand” gives 
our friends the opportunity to clarify 
their thoughts. Paraphrasing back 

resource to use for this process is “A 
More Beautiful Question” by Warren 
Berger. 

Blessings from Bethel’s 
BeFriender Coordinators 
 

A fundamental BeFriender principle: 
“Active Listening.”  For more 
information regarding the BeFriender 
Ministry at Bethel, please contact: 

Marci Groenewold (507) 649-0760,  
Knight Stanley (612) 877-0893,   
Myrna Luehmann (507) 951-7112,  
Vicki Roller (507)-645-8999,  
Karen Mader, (507)301-4368 or the  
Bethel Office (507) 786-6674. 
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FaB (Faith and Books) Join FaB on 
Thursdays, 9:30 - 10:30 a.m., for rich 
discussions. FaB began One Coin Found: 
How God's Love Stretches to the Margins by 
Pr. Emmy Kegler on Jan. 28, so it is 
not too late to join. Author Kegler's 
complicated relationship with the 
church helped inspire her book. As a 
gay woman and a Lutheran pastor, 
Kegler knows how scripture can be 
used to exclude, and yet the stories of 
the Bible inspired her. When we feel 
pushed to the margins, or like dusty 
coins on the floor, God sweeps every 
corner to find us. Bethel was fortunate 
to have Kegler as a guest presenter and 
preacher during the RIC series 
last February; her talk is 
available on the Bethel website. 
FaB usually has 25 attendees 
and, after a brief time for 
conversation and checking in, 
they divide into groups of five for 
discussion of the current book. They 
end the hour with prayer requests and a 
closing prayer. Please join them by 
emailing lanareich@yahoo.com to be 
included in the Zoom link. 

Men of Bethel (MoB) In February, 
MoB will begin reading and discussing 
Orthodoxy by G. K. Chesterton. An 
agnostic as a youth, Chesterton had the 
remarkable experience of developing a 
personal, positive philosophy that 
turned in to orthodox Christianity.  
C. S. Lewis and other emerging 
Christian thinkers found this book to 
be a pivotal step in their adoption of 
the Christian faith. New or used copies 

NEWS FROM AROUND BETHEL 

of Orthodoxy can be easily found online.  
MoB meets on Thursdays at 8:30 a.m. 
for an hour. New members are 
welcome and encouraged. To get on 
the email list, contact Wayne Kivell at 
kivell@charter.net. 

Mission Quilters will be meeting again 
the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of each 
month from 9:00 - 11:30 a.m. Masks 
and social distanced are required.  If 
you are interested in sewing quilt tops 
at home, we have a pretty good "stash" 
in our closet at the end of the CLC. 
Feel free to browse and take. For more 
details call Dottie Hammer at 507-301-
3632 or 218-639-5296. 

ARLA Please join us at ARLA the 
second Tuesday of each month at 9:30 
a.m. for meaningful discussions of 
podcasts and articles about racism and 
ways to eliminate racism in our 
community and state. Our next 
discussion is at 9:30 a.m. on Tuesday, 
Feb. 9. We will be discussing Episode 
11 of “Seeing White,” Season 2. If you 
would like to join us on Zoom, call 
Paula Mathison at 507-645-7546 or 
Connie DeGrote at 506-645-7091. We 
would love to have you. 
 

Bethel Walkers  Are you looking for 
ways to stay fit during these next winter 
months? Looking for social contacts at 
a time when those are fewer than we 

SENIOR QUILTING PROJECT DAYS 

are used to? Join the Bethel Walkers on 
Wednesdays at 1 p.m. to walk outside 
when conditions are favorable. Call 
Kitty Runzheimer (507-645-2245 or 
507-649-2615) or Paula Mathison (507-
645-7546 or 612-702-2496) to be added 
to our email list so you will know 
where we are walking each week. 
Everyone is welcome!  
 

Bethel Vision Seekers, our men’s 
fellowship group, will meet on 
Wednesday, Feb. 10, at 7:00 p.m. via 
Zoom. If you wish to be added to the 
email list, please contact Kelly 
Groenewold at  
kelly.groenewold@gmail.com. 

 

The ladies of Women of the 
Word (WoW) will complete 
their current Bible study in 
mid-Feb.  They will then 

begin the Blessings of Aging with Joan 
Chittister, a five-week study starting 
Feb. 19. This study follows Chittister's 
book, The Gifts of Years, but it is not 
necessary to have read the first 
book.  Each lesson will include two 
short video presentations by Sister Joan 
about certain attributes of aging and 
then the group will discuss the 
blessings and burdens those attributes 
bring.  Thanks to Bethel staff for 
printing the discussion guides and 
journal prompts.  All are welcome to 
join on Zoom, each Friday at 
9:00 a.m.  For more info please contact 
Myrna Luehmann at (507) 951-7112 or 
email myrnalueh@gmail.com. 

All available senior parents and Bethel quilters are asked to help complete as much of the senior quilt 
construction as possible on Saturdays, February 6 and 13, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Many hands will be 
needed so please consider joining the fun as we continue a beloved Bethel tradition! Please let Barb 
Farmer know if you can help out.  We will have COVID safety precautions in place. However, if 
you have health concerns or are simply uncomfortable with gathering, please know that we will 
understand your absence.   

mailto:myrnalueh@gmail.com


 

 

WHAT’S NEW IN CHILDREN’S MINISTRY? 

Children ~ Youth ~ Disciples ~ Children ~ Youth ~ Disciples 

Upcoming Dates: 
Wednesdays - 4:30-5:15 p.m. Limitless! on Zoom 
Sundays - 9:45-10:15 a.m. Family Sunday School on Zoom 
August 4, 11, 18 - Family Vacation Bible School 
 

Limitless! Upcoming Break-out Activities:  
 2/3   2/10     2/17  2/23 
K Music Music     K Club K Club 
1st Music Music     Faith Stretch Faith Stretch 
2nd Games Games     Music Music 
3rd F a i t h  S t r e t c h     SOD  SOD 
4th Magnified Magnified  SOD  SOD 
5th Games Games     SOD  SOD 
 
 

Family Vacation Bible School 
We are excited to announce a joint effort VBS with our 
partner churches: St. John’s, Emmaus, and St. Peter’s. 
August 4, 11, and 18 we will have an outdoor Family VBS 
experience at Bethel. This will involve a picnic dinner 
opportunity, worship experience, story time, and activity 
stations for families. More details to come but mark your 
calendar now.  

Stress & Anxiety: Our Mental Health Struggles 
We all have “good days” and “bad days.” If we’re honest, 
they are probably more like good and bad moments or good 
and bad hours, rather than the whole day. Nonetheless, the 
past 11 months have taxed us in ways beyond what most of 
us thought possible. Then we have these darling small people 
in our lives trying to navigate their own stress and anxiety. 
How do we guide them and balance our own needs?  

I was reminded recently that we can only give what we have. 
This applies to sharing money and physical items, but also to 
our emotional and spiritual supply. If our well is dry, we 
won’t have much to offer to our children or anyone else. 
Let’s encourage one another to invest time in those things 
that will fill our well. It may be a phone call with a friend, an 
afternoon run, that splurge of a latte or new shoes to just add 
some fun to the day, and certainly that dedicated time with 
God to renew our spirit. We will be stronger as individuals, 
families, and communities if we refill the well daily.  

Be blessed. We’re in 
this together. Brenda Atzinger, Director of  

Children’s Ministries 
786-8878 

batzinger@bethelnorthfield.org 
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Bethel U courses for adults and teens 
begin at  9:45 a.m. on Sunday mornings; 
Zoom links are available in the weekly 
Banner and Fireside Worship emails.  All 
sessions will be recorded for viewing 
later, too. 

February  

New Year, New Hope: Building a 
Healthier Climate, Led by the Creation 
Care Team, Feb. 7, 14, 21, 28 

Sunday, Feb. 7 – Responding to 
Climate Change with Effective 
Strategies 
How the global climate system works is 
obviously complicated, but thanks to a 
century of climate science and 
powerful climate computer models, 
we're able to understand what changes 
will help us meet the target to avoid the 
worst effects of climate change. Rod 
Fisher, with Climate Interactive and 
Citizens' Climate Lobby, will be running 

a live workshop using En-ROADS, one 
of these models. Together, in this 
exercise, we'll find a path forward that's 
good for the climate and for people.  

Sunday, Feb. 14 – Electricity- What It 
Means to Go Green by 2050 
Richard Schulte brings over 30 years of 
industrial experience in the electronic 
and gas industry preceded by degrees in 
electrical engineering (South Dakota 
State University) and a masters degree in 
Aeronautics and Astronautics (MIT) to a 
discussion on electricity and its role in 
confronting climate change. He will 
characterize the present status of the 
electrical industry and lay out the 
challenges of movin v g to totally green 
electrical energy by 2050.  

Sunday, Feb. 21 - Local Action for 
Climate 
What can you do to help implement the 
Northfield Climate Action Plan? Attend 
this presentation to learn about the 

energy use in our community, energy 
efficiency ideas for your home, the 
Grow Solar Rice County Program and 
other actions you can take. Beth 
Kallestad, Program Coordinator for the 
City of Northfield, will be our speaker.  

Sunday, Feb. 28 - A Faith Voice for 
Climate Justice  
Join Charissa Verdoorn from Minnesota 
Interfaith Power & Light as we explore 
the climate justice movement that is 
emerging around the world. From 
climate strikes, to building equity into 
the emerging renewable energy 
revolution, to protecting sacred lands, 
MNIPL is at the center of organizing a 
faith voice to take climate action. Learn 
how you can get engaged in this growing 
movement, and how Bethel Lutheran 
can become a Climate Justice. 
Congregation. To change everything, we 
need everyone--and we can make a 
difference together.   

BETHEL U 



 

 

Faith & Sexuality Class ~ In mid-
February, our 9th grade confirmation 
class will begin a series of three 
sessions on faith and sexuality.  A 
parent meeting will be held by Zoom 
prior to the start of classes, outlining 
the planned curriculum and giving 
parents a chance to ask questions about 
it.  Watch your emails for more details.   

Parent Confirmation Night ~ All 
9th grade parents are invited to attend 
confirmation with their child on 
Wednesday, March 17.  All 9th graders 
and parents will meet by Zoom during 
the normal confirmation hour from 
7:00 - 8:00 p.m.  

9ers & Mentors ~ Mentor Bowling is 
coming up - whoa, NO, not happening! 
As with so many other events this year, 
plans are changing.  Put Sun., Feb. 21, 
on your calendars and watch your 
emails for more information about a 
fun mentor event.  This will be one 
more great chance to get to know your 
mentor/mentee better in a very casual 
setting!   

Valentine Dinner ~ It’s time for the 
annual Valentine Dinner fundraiser!  Is 
it even possible this year?  The answer 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN YOUTH MINISTRY? 
is YES!  Bethel Youth will be providing 
a Valentine dinner for the Bethel 
congregation but just like everything 
else, with a twist.  This year’s event is 
scheduled for Sunday, February 14, and 
will be a drive-through.  Information 
has been sent to all youth about 
available work shifts; sign up through 
the link in the info email.  This will be a 
fun event, participate and earn some 
money toward your summer trip! 

Senior Quilting Days 
9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Sats., Feb. 6 and 13 
(Back-up date – Sun., Feb. 27) 
Two full quilting days and one back-up 
day are scheduled during which all 
available senior parents and Bethel 
quilters are asked to help complete as 
much of the senior quilt construction as 
possible. Many hands will be needed so 
please consider joining us in the fun as 
we work together to continue a beloved 
Bethel tradition!  We will have 
COVID safety precautions in place. 
However, if you have health 
concerns or are simply 
uncomfortable with gathering, 
please know that we will understand 
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your absence.  More info is in your 
inbox and is available on the website.  

Children ~ Youth ~ Disciples ~ Children ~ Youth ~ Disciples 

SCRIP UPDATE 
As we wait for spring, this is a 
reminder that Scrip is available at 
Bethel for purchase! There is still 
plenty of time to grow your Scrip 
account for this summer’s trips.  

While there is not currently a time set 
aside for Scrip sales, you are welcome 
to call Lori at 612-226-7022 or Krista at 
612-840-3626 and we will be happy to 
meet you at Bethel. Current cards in 
stock include: Amazon, Applebee’s, 
Bath and Body Works, Buffalo Wild 
Wings, Caribou, Chipotle, Dairy 
Queen, Domino’s, Fleet Farm, Holiday 
gas, Kohls, Menards, Olive Garden, 
Papa Murphy’s, Pizza Hut, Speedway, 
Starbucks, Target, and Walgreens, as 
well as Cub and Kwik Trip.  

Now is also the perfect time to sign up 
for Scrip online for card reloads or 
downloads!  

HELPING OUR NEIGHBORS 
Bethelites are focused on sharing Christ’s love with a Big Heart. As the pandemic 
continues, the needs of our neighbors continue to grow. The CAC reports that the 
Food Shelf is serving three times as many families than ever before, providing ten 
times the amount of hotel shelter to address growing homelessness, and ten times 
the amount of rental and utility assistance.   

Do you have a little extra to share? Food or monetary donations can be made at 
the CAC Food Shelf, in the north parking lot between 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  CAC 
staff will meet you at the entrance to the parking lot and direct you to the 
receiving door.  The Food Shelf is also in need of volunteers.  Go to 
communityactioncenter.org/volunteer to learn more. 

Please do not drop off food donations at Bethel at this time.  Monetary 
donations may be mailed to the church or left in the locked mailbox in the parking 
lot.  Put “Food Shelf” on the memo line of your check. 

Thanks for all you give to our Northfield neighbors!  

Barb Farmer, Director of  
Youth Ministries 

786-8877 
bfarmer@bethelnorthfield.org 



 

 

FINANCIAL NOTES       

OPERATING RESULTS SUMMARY        

Contributions were strong in December after a few months of lower contributions late fall. 
 

Net Income: Dec: $33k net income actual vs. $12k net income budget.       

Revenue: Dec: $115k actual vs. $111k budgeted. This is the first month since August that revenue has been above budget. 

Expense: Dec: $82k actual vs. $99k budgeted. YTD expenses are $771k vs. $990k budgeted. Personnel is 23% below budget 
as we do not have a co-senior Pastor and had two unfilled staff vacancies for several months. Programming expenses are less 
than half of what was budgeted. Facilities expenses are significantly underrunning due to lower utility expenses, custodial 
supplies and maintenance. 

Mortgage balance: $53,471. At the beginning of 2020, balance was $209,002. (Wow!)  

Endowment Fund balance: $14,262. At the beginning of 2020, balance was $12,137. 

Nichole Porath, 
Director of Finance 

786-6687 
nporath@bethelnorthfield.org 
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FISCAL HEALTH as of December 31, 2020  

     

MONTH 
Actual 

YEAR TO DATE   
        

Actual Budget 
Fav (Unfav) 

Variance 
Annual 
Budget 

Revenue         
  Total Revenue  $114,794   $922,620   $990,000   $(67,380)  $990,000  

Expenses          
  Personnel  $44,796   $537,677   $696,349   $158,672   $696,349  

  Facilities/Reserves  25,972   $105,454   138,020   32,566   118,020  

  Benevolence  6,158   $73,200   61,950   (11,250)  61,950  

  Children's Ministry  695   $6,173   14,900   8,727   14,900  

  Youth Ministry  706   $3,553   14,550   10,997   14,550  

  Administration & Technology  2,145   $31,217   48,645   17,428   48,645  

  Adult& Family Ministry  415   $2,105   4,945   2,840   4,845  

  Worship & Music  531   $6,877   7,239   362   6,884  

  Congregational Life   620   $5,039   3,402   (1,637)  3,402  

  Total Expenses  $82,038   $771,295   $990,000   $218,705   $969,545  

Net Income (Loss)  $32,756   $151,325   $-     $151,325   0*  

           

  *We always budget our revenue to meet expenses.         
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CALL COMMITTEE 
UPDATE 
The Ministry Site Profile (MSP) has 
been approved by Bethel's Church 
Council and the Southeastern Minnesota 
Synod. Copies of the MSP are available 
in the vestibule. 

We will be looking for many different 
characteristics in a Senior Pastor, 
including adaptability, innovation, and 
creativity. These traits all come to the 
forefront of how things have changed in 
how we worship, how Bethel is and can 
be seen in the community of Northfield, 

and even in our own congregation, i.e., 
reaching out to those that have not been 
as active at Bethel for various reasons. 
We as a Call Committee will look 
forward to this process in helping to 
discern the best fit to continue the 
ministry of Bethel. 

We have learned from the Synod that 
there are already 13 candidates for 
Senior Pastor at Bethel, so the Call 
Committee has a great deal of work 
ahead, but it is a job we are happy to do.  

As a Call Committee, we will keep the 
congregation informed as to the call 
process. We ask for your prayers. Feel 

free to reach out to anyone on the Call 
Committee with questions, thoughts, 
concerns, etc. 

Yours in Christ, 

Benjamin P Fisher, Call Committee 
Chairperson 

Bethel Call Committee: Vikki 
VanVeldhuizen, Linda Bliese, Cynthia 
Carau, Ellen Hafner, Jane Runzheimer, Jan 
Stahly, Grace Casson, Ed Durand, Keith 
Wassmund, Bill Hoekstra, Don Pavek 

 

The Bethel Banner is published monthly as a ministry of Bethel 
Lutheran Church of Northfield, Minnesota. Articles are due by 
the 15th of each month. Questions, suggestions, or comments?  
Contact editor Chelsey Headrick at cheadrick@bethelnorthfield.org, 
or call the church office at 786-6674. 

A MESSAGE FROM STEWARDSHIP           

repair to our facility, and (drum roll, 
please) to pay off our mortgage!  You, 
our entire Bethel community, and our 
amazing Finance Committee deserve 
the credit!  Thank you! 

One definition of Stewardship is 
“Utilizing and managing all the 
resources God provides for the glory of 
God and the betterment of creation."  
As we move further into 2021, we 
invite and encourage you to continue 
your support of Bethel with your time, 
talent, and treasure.  There is much 
good work to do in the coming year 
and we look forward to partnering with 
you as we come together as stewards of 
God’s good world! 

Thank you for all you give! 

The Bethel Lutheran Church 
Stewardship Committee 
Gordy Olson, Don Pavek, Vicki Roller, 
Noel Stratmoen, Pam Vig 

We have just finished a year that 
seemed in many ways to have more 
than its fair share of challenges.  As 
2020 fades into the rear view mirror 
there are still many “leftovers” in our 
world that must be dealt with.  
Thankfully, as we enter month two of 
a new year at Bethel, there is much to 
which we can look forward. A return 
to in-person worship and other 
opportunities to gather together face to 
face, the exciting search for a new 
pastor, continued efforts to live into 
our new Welcome Statement, 
discovering new ways to minister both 
in-person and off-site, and the list goes 
on.   

We, on the Stewardship Committee at 
Bethel, are so grateful that one of the 
blessings of 2020 was the continued 
generosity of our congregation.  
Thanks to you, we ended the year with 
a surplus that allowed us to share our 
wealth with those in need, to pay for 
some much needed remodeling and 

“To be grateful for the good 
things that happen in our lives 
is easy, but to be grateful for all 
of our lives – the good as well as 
the bad, the moments of joy as 
well as the moments of sorrow, 
the successes as well as the fail-
ures, the rewards as well as the 
rejections – that requires hard  
spiritual work. Still, we are on-
ly truly grateful people when 
we can say thank you to all 
that has brought us to the pre-
sent moment.…Let us not be 
afraid to look at everything 
that has brought us to where 
we are now and trust that we 
will soon see in it the guiding 
hand of a loving God.”   

-Henri J. M. Nouwen 
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Bethel’s  Mission  

FEBRUARY 2021 

MARCH FOOD DRIVE COMING UP! 
In March 2020, a new reality began for all of us - life in a pandemic. 
Our world shut down, but that didn’t stop our March Food Drive 
campaign. We collected an unprecedented amount of money and food 
for the Community Action Center, over $25,000.  

This year, the need is no different. In fact, food and financial 
insecurity grows as the pandemic continues. Let’s respond in a BIG 
way. Let’s match last year’s giving with a repeat performance! This 
is The Big One!  We have seen many everyday folks rise to 

superhero level throughout the 
last year. You can, too! Every 
donation matters and our 
collective donations make a 
BIG difference. Stay tuned for 
more BIG news about the 
March Food Drive. 

EAGLE SCOUT 
PROJECT: SENIOR 
PEN PALS 
In these isolating times, 
being a pen pal to a senior 
citizen in Northfield is a 
great way to show you care. 
Nicholas Albright, a Bethel 
junior, is developing a pen 

pal program for his Eagle Scout project and there is 
still time to sign up! 

Can you help? This would be an excellent 
opportunity for kids to practice writing skills, or for 
people of all ages who love getting mail!  
 

Email allison_albright@hotmail.com to be 
connected to a senior pen pal. 

mailto:allison_albright@hotmail.com

