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MARCH FOOD – THE BIG ONE! 
It's a bird! It's a plane! No, it's YOU donating to the March 
Food Drive! It's The Big One! and we need you in a BIG 
way. It's been a whole year since a new reality began for all 
of us - life in a pandemic. We managed to donate over 
$25,000 last spring! 

This year, the need is even BIGGER. Food and financial 
insecurity grows as the pandemic continues. Let’s respond in a BIG way. Let’s match last 
year’s giving with a repeat performance of over $25,000!   

Ready to be a hero? Donate to the March Food Drive. 
Checks made out to Bethel with March Food Drive on the 
memo line will be collected and donated to the Northfield 
Community Action Center. You can also donate in Simply 
Giving on the “Food Shelf” line. Your cash donations allow 
the CAC to stretch every dollar as far as it can go. Stay tuned 
to services in March for more information. 

JOIN US FOR 
WORSHIP 
Fireside Worship is available 
to everyone with access to the 
internet.  You can find the link 
in our weekly email or by 
going to our website.  It’s also 
available on NTV daily at 
midnight, 9 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. 
on Cable Ch. 187, and at the 
NRC on Sundays, Tuesdays, 
and Thursdays at 1 p.m.   

Revive! Worship is available 
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. on 
our YouTube channel.  
(Search for Bethel Northfield.) 
It airs at the NRC on Fridays 
at 4:00 p.m.  

LENTEN SEASON  
These are the days of Elijah, 
Declaring the word of the Lord: 
And these are the days of Your servant Moses, 
Righteousness being restored. 
And though these are days of great trial, 
Of famine and darkness and sword, 
Still, we are the voice in the desert crying 
'Prepare ye the way of the Lord!'   
       - Days of Elijah by Robin Mark 
 

We continue on our 40-day Lenten journey 
with our hearts in reflection and our eyes 
on the coming of the Risen Lord. We invite 
you to join us in worship as we march 

toward the cross 
each Sunday for 
Fireside Worship 
and for Revive! 
Lent on 
Wednesdays, 
which will feature 
speakers who 
explore the theme, 
“Reflection: What 
is Your Lenten Story?” Check your inbox 
and weekly Banner for more information and 
links to services.  

Holy Week will be filled with the 
Holy Spirit and many opportunities 
to worship the King of Kings! We 
will offer Fireside Worship services 
for Holy Thursday (with Holy 
Communion), Good Friday, and 
Easter Sunday.   

There will also be a special Easter 
Sunday Drive-in service at 10 a.m. 
on Easter Sunday!  We will have 
Holy Communion during the  
Drive-in service, so please bring your 
vehicle-friendly Communion 
elements as we share in the 
redeeming love of Jesus.  

HOLY WEEK AT BETHEL: MARCH 28 - APRIL 4 



 

 

Page 2 THE BETHEL BANNER 

On a particular kind of Lent… 

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are 
carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from 
me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke 
is easy, and my burden is light.” (the words 
of Jesus in Matthew 11:28-30) 

To the People of God in the 
Southeastern Minnesota Synod, 

I’ve been wrestling with what it means 
to journey through Lent this year. As 
I’ve been wrestling, I’ve been brought 
back to the words of Jesus in the gospel 
of Matthew over and over again, “come 
to me all who are weary and carrying 
heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” 

The wrestling has come as I’ve thought 
about the typical practices I associate 
with this season. I grew up with the 
sense that this season carried with it an 
obligation to sacrifice something. Some 
years it was mashed potatoes, so I’m 
not sure my childhood-self took the 
discipline seriously. Still, as an adult, 
there’s always a shadow of guilt that’s 
hard to escape in the years that I don’t 
sacrifice some kind of pleasure. 

As an adult, I’ve been drawn to the idea 
of adding something to my life for the 
season of Lent. I’ve tried to be more 
intentional about acts of service or 
financial gifts. In some years, I’ve added 
a spiritual discipline. (All of these things 
are wonderful!) 

This year both ideas, either giving 
something up or adding something on, 
lead to the same tightening in my chest. 
We have already given up so much. 
And I feel as though I have no space 
(mental, emotional, or otherwise) in 
which to add something.   

I am a person who lives with a lot of 
privilege. I am well aware there are 
millions of people whose lives have 
been deeply and profoundly impacted 
by the realities of COVID-19 and all its 
related maladies in ways I am not. I also 

know, something I’ve learned in my 
own seasons of suffering, that there is 
space for me to acknowledge the 
hardships I encounter while holding 
space for the brokenness and suffering 
of others. One person’s suffering need 
not negate another’s. 

So many of us have spent the past 11 
months working so hard, juggling so 
many balls, learning so many things, 
adjusting and readjusting, and adjusting 
again. Our work has shifted, our 
relationships have changed, our lives 
have been upended, and it has been so 
stinkin’ hard. 

Which brings me back to Lent and the 
way I’m thinking about it this year. 

I often think in images. And the image 
that rises up every time I think about 
the Lenten season ahead is this: I am 
sitting in the middle of a dirt pathway, 
there are ashes on my head, and I am 
not moving. I am listening and thinking 
and paying attention. And the pathway 
is moving, not because I am moving 
but because that is just what the 
pathway does. It moves because of 
Jesus and the story he tells, the life he 
lives, and the journey he takes. 

Out of this image and the words of 
Jesus in the gospel of Matthew and the 
knowledge that the life of faith is 
dependent on the work of God, I am 
choosing to observe Lent in a particular 
way. 

This year I am giving myself permission 
to let the journey of Jesus be what 
moves me. I am going to sit in the 
middle of the season of Lent and allow 
it to unfold. I am going to pay 
attention. I am going to pay attention to 
what happens around me. I am going to 
pay attention to the small, still voice 
within me and the movements of Jesus 
around me. This year, I will journey 
through Lent by no journey of my own, 
and I am going to get to Easter just the 
same. 

FROM BISHOP REGINA HASSANALLY 
Easter doesn’t come because of what 
we do during Lent. Easter isn’t joyful 
because we’ve just ended a season of 
sacrifice and can eat chocolate (or 
mashed potatoes) again. Easter isn’t 
hopeful because we’ve just spent six 
weeks paying more attention to service. 
These things have their place in the life 
of discipleship, but none of them 
actually brings about Easter morning. 

Easter morning comes, with all its hope 
and joy and glory because of what God 
does. Jesus conquers death and rises 
from the dead. 

If a season of sacrifice or service or 
something else is what you need this 
Lent, by all means – go for it. But if you 
need a season of rest, perhaps Lent can 
offer that too. 

This Lent, perhaps our discipline can be 
in being still and paying attention. 
Perhaps we need a season in which 
some things unfold without us working 
so hard to make things happen. 
Perhaps we need a few weeks, in 
preparation of the life to come, to sit in 
the middle of this dirt path and let the 
work of Jesus be what moves us toward 
Easter. It’s always been his work that 
moves us anyway. 

This Lent, I’m inviting you to rest for a 
bit with me, to pay attention with me, 
to watch in wonder as the work of 
Jesus moves us toward Easter morning 
and all that it brings.  

I am so thankful to be on this journey 
with you. 

In Christ, 

Bishop Regina Hassanally 
Southeastern Minnesota Synod, ELCA  
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FaB (Faith and Books) - FaB meets 
on Thursday mornings from 9:30-10:30 
a.m. via Zoom. Please join us for a 
thoughtful discussion of the book, One 
Coin Found, by ELCA Pastor Emmy 
Kegler. On March 18, we will begin 
Joan Chittister's study, The Book of Ruth. 
Please email lanareich@yahoo.com, if 
you would like to join our group. 
There's room at the table! 

Men of Bethel (MoB) - 
Beginning the first week of 
March, Men of Bethel will 
begin a study of Paul’s letter to 
the Galatians. MoB meets on 
Thursdays at 8:30 a.m. for an hour. 
New members are welcome and 
encouraged. The reoccurring Zoom 
link will be sent to all members on 
Wednesday of each week. To get on 
the email list, contact Wayne Kivell at 
kivell@charter.net. 

Mission Quilters will be meeting on 
the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of each 
month from 9:00 - 11:30 a.m. Masks 
and social distanced are required.  If 
you are interested in sewing quilt tops 
at home, we have a pretty good "stash" 

NEWS FROM AROUND BETHEL 

in our closet at the end of the CLC. 
Feel free to browse and take. For more 
details, call Dottie Hammer. at 507-301
-3632 or 218-639-5296. 

ARLA - Please join us at ARLA the 
second Tuesday of each month at 9:30 
a.m. for meaningful discussions of 
podcasts, films, and articles about 
racism and ways to eliminate racism in 

our community and state. Our next 
discussion is at 9:30 a.m. on Tuesday, 
March 9. We will be discussing Episode 
12 of “Seeing White,” Season 2. If you 
would like to join us on Zoom, call 
Paula Mathison at 507-645-7546 or 
Connie DeGrote at 506-645-7091. We 
would love to have you join us. 
 

Bethel Walkers - Are you looking for 
ways to stay fit during these next winter 
months? Looking for social contacts at 
a time when those are fewer than we 
are used to? Join the Bethel Walkers on 
Wednesdays at 1 p.m. to walk outside 

EASTER OFFERING  

when conditions are favorable. Call 
Kitty Runzheimer (507-645-2245 or 
507-649-2615) or Paula Mathison  
(507-645-7546 or 612-702-2496) to be 
added to our email list so you will 
know where we are walking each week. 
Everyone is welcome!  
 

Bethel Vision Seekers, our men’s 
fellowship group, will meet on 

Wednesday, March 10, at 7:00 
p.m. via Zoom. If you wish to 
be added to the email list, 
please contact Kelly 
Groenewold at  

kelly.groenewold@gmail.com. 
 

The ladies of Women of the Word 
(WoW) began their study of The 
Blessings of Aging by Joan Chittister, on 
Feb. 26.  They are continuing to meet 
each Friday morning at 9 a.m. via 
Zoom.  We view Sister Joan's video 
and discuss the content.  If anyone is 
interested in joining us, please contact 
Myrna Luehmann at 507-951-
7112.  This study should be completed 
by the end of March and they will be 
beginning the next one after Easter.  

Easter is quite early this year (April 4)
and we want to give you a heads up on 
the recipients of this traditional offering 
that reflects Bethel’s generosity beyond 
our walls.  Each year we alternate our 
holiday offerings among local 
(Thanksgiving), global (Christmas), and 
national (Easter) charities.   

For Easter, Mission & Justice and 
Stewardship Committees have selected 
two Lutheran-based organizations that 
support refugees and work on 
immigration issues:   

Lutheran Immigration and Refugee 
Service (LIRS) has an 80-year legacy of 
welcoming the stranger, fitting 
beautifully into Bethel’s new welcome 

statement as a Reconciling in Christ 
(RIC) congregation.  LIRS  has been 
designated as the lead agency to work 
on reuniting families separated at the 
US/Mexico border with emphasis on 
mental health counseling and services 
for children who have experienced the 
trauma of separation and/or detention 
under severe conditions.   

The second is an ELCA initiative, 
Accompanying Migrant Minors with 
Protection, Advocacy, 
Representation and Opportunities. 
AMMPARO is a holistic, whole church 
commitment by the ELCA, as a church 
in the world, to accompany children 
today and in the future.   

We feel that supporting these two 
organizations is an opportunity for 
Bethel’s voice(s) to be heard and for our 
congregation to spread our love far 
beyond Northfield. A letter with more 
information will be sent later this 
month. 

- Mission & Justice and 
Stewardship Committees 



 

 

WHAT’S NEW IN CHILDREN’S MINISTRY? 

Children ~ Youth ~ Disciples ~ Children ~ Youth ~ Disciples 

Upcoming Dates: 
Wednesdays - 4:30-5:15 p.m. Limitless! on Zoom 
Sundays - 9:45-10:15 a.m. Family Sunday School on Zoom 
March 7 - 3rd and 4th Grade Holy Baptism Retreat 
March 13 - 4th and 5th Grade Holy Worship Retreat 
March 24 - No Limitless!- Spring Break 
March 21 - Family Sunday School Field Trip Day 
March 28, April 4 - No Family Sunday School 
April 3 - Easter Egg & Story Event 
April 9, 10 - 5th Grade Holy Communion Retreat 
August 4, 11, 18 - Family Vacation Bible School 
 

Limitless! Upcoming Break-out Activities:  
 3/3     3/10       3/17 3/31 
K K Club    SOD       F a i t h  B u i l d i n g  
1st Faith Stretch SOD       SOD SOD 
2nd Music    F  a  i  t  h   S  t  r  e  t  c  h  
3rd SOD             Games     Music Music 
4th SOD Games     Music Music 
5th SOD    F  a  i  t  h   B  u  i  l  d  i  n  g   
 

Retreats 
Yes, you saw the upcoming events correctly! We are putting 
retreats on the calendar for this spring. We hope to carefully 

pull these off within the church 
building, but details are still falling into 
place. The Holy Communion Retreat 
with not involve an overnight but will 
be an amazing experience none-the-less. Stay tuned! 

Easter Egg & Story Event 
Time is TBD but join us at Bethel on Saturday April 3, for an 
interactive parking lot story time covering all of Holy Week. 

Family Vacation Bible School 
We are excited to announce a joint effort VBS with our 
partner churches: St. John’s, Emmaus, and St. Peter’s. August 
4, 11, and 18th we will have an outdoor Family VBS 
experience at Bethel: Together Under the Stars. This will 
involve a dinner picnic opportunity, worship experience, 
story time, and activity stations for families from 5:30-7 p.m. 
More details to come but mark your calendar now.  
 

Brenda Atzinger, Director of  
Children’s Ministries 

786-8878 
batzinger@bethelnorthfield.org 
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Bethel U courses for adults and teens 
begin at  9:45 a.m. on Sunday mornings; 
Zoom links are available in the weekly 
Banner and Fireside Worship emails.  All 
sessions will be recorded for viewing 
later, too. 

March 

Sponsored by Mission and 
Justice, March 7, 14, 21, 28 

March 7 – Community Action Center 
– Satellite Food Shelf 
Dawn Wegscheid and Julia Braulick 
from the CAC will be our guests.  They 
will discuss plans for the new food shelf 
housed at the Northfield Community 
Education Center (old Greenvale Park 
School).  Bethel has been asked to 
partner with the CAC, Carleton College, 
AmericaCorps Vista and Growing up 
Healthy to help operate and fund this 
initiative in our own neighborhood.  

You will learn about this program, how 
it plans to operate, when it will actually 
start, and Bethel’s potential role. 
Bethel’s 2020 Thanksgiving offering of 
$8,410 has been donated toward the 
startup expenses. 

March 14 – Global Health Ministries 
Ceallaigh Anderson Smart, Director of 
Philanthropy for this Lutheran-based 
medical organization that works with 
partners in 14 countries around the 
world, will join us.  Ceallaigh 
(pronounced Kelly) will explain the 
mission of GHM, based in Fridley, MN, 
that collects and sends medical supplies 
to underserved populations and works 
to support local hospitals and clinics.  
During this time of the global pandemic, 
we will learn about how GHM is 
supporting local efforts to save lives.  
Bethel’s Christmas offering of $3,457 
(an equal amount was sent to Doctors 

without Borders) was designated to help 
GHM and their partners support Covid-
19 mitigation. 

March 21 - Isaiah 
Learn about our new Bethel outreach 
partner for social justice in Minnesota. A 
panel of presenters will explain about 
how Isaiah began, who our partners are, 
and how we can contribute to this 
initiative. Speakers include Judy Tonolli, 
member of Bethel’s Mission & Justice 
Committee, Kathleen Doran-Norton, 
St. Dominic Catholic Church, Evelyn 
Burry, United Methodist, and Leota 
Godney, UCC.  

March 28 - Polarization, Community 
and the Christian Message  
St. Olaf professors and Bethel members 
Doug Casson, Professor of Political 
Science and Anthony Bateza, Professor 
of Religion, will lead a discussion on this 
timely topic.  

BETHEL U 



 

 

Summer Trippers ~  

 Financial recaps will be sent in 
the mail to all youth who are 
participating in a summer trip.  The 
recaps give information about 
earnings from fundraisers, future 
fundraisers, and a current balance.  
If you have not received a Summer 
Trip Recap by March 15 or have 
questions, contact the office. 

 Summer Trip Meetings will take 
place in April.  Watch the Family 
Scoop and emails for dates/times. 

 Fundraiser information ~ 
FLOWER SALE!  Early in March 
youth in grades 8-12 will receive an 
email about the annual youth 
flower sale. And just like 
everything else this year, things will 
look a little different.  We will be 
selling flowers from Gertens and 
all orders will be placed online.  
Your customers can designate you 
as a youth they want to buy from 
or may designate proceeds be 
donated to the general youth fund. 
Flowers will be delivered by youth 
on the Saturday of Mother’s Day 
weekend, as usual. This is a great 
way to earn money toward your 
summer trip account and is even 
easier than in the past!  Watch your 
emails for more info and begin to 
plan your sales strategy! 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN YOUTH MINISTRY? 
Confirmation classes will end with 
the final class of the year the week 
before spring break – Wednesday, 
March 17.  Since we can’t have our 
annual end-of-year sundae celebration, 
we’ll postpone that until May when we 
can be outside.  Watch for details in the 
May Banner and emails! 
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Children ~ Youth ~ Disciples ~ Children ~ Youth ~ Disciples 

SCRIP UPDATE 
With this summer’s youth trips on the 
horizon, there is still time to impact 
your trip account by purchasing Scrip! 
Some Scrip cards are available to pick 
up at the church: Caribou, Cub, Kwik 
Trip, Holiday, Speedway, Subway, and 
more; other cards do need to be 
ordered: JC Penney, Old Navy, Athleta, 
plus many other retailers and 
restaurants.  

Stock cards are available for purchase at 
Bethel by calling Krista at 612-840-
3626 or Lori at 612-226-7022. Or use 
the RaiseRight app to load amounts 
directly to your phone. 

Barb Farmer, Director of  
Youth Ministries 

786-8877 
bfarmer@bethelnorthfield.org 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 
Rice County Habitat for Humanity is 
preparing for their 2021 Faith Build, for 
which funds and volunteers are 
provided by a faith community to build 
a home with a family in need - in this 
case, four families!  

Every parent, every person, should 
have the decent shelter they need to 
thrive. The families who partner with 

Habitat for Humanity to build and 
improve places to call home come from 
a variety of backgrounds. Are you or 
someone you know dreaming of 
becoming homeowner in 
2021? Habitat is looking for you and 
is now accepting applications for 
homeownership. Please spread the 
word to anyone who may be interested. 

To learn more, sign up for a private  
informational meeting with Cheri. Click 
on the "Looking to Own a Home" 
button on habitatricecounty.org or 
email Cheri at 
cherihabitat@gmail.com. 

Rice County Habitat for Humanity is 
also asking for Prayer Warriors. Sign up 
on our website for a day of prayer. 

MARCH FOOD DRIVE  
Hey Bethel Youth! Just like your  
favorite Marvel or DC character, we 
need YOU to show how ordinary  
people can answer the call and become 
someone's hero. As you know, the  
pandemic has raged on. Folks in our 
community need our help. So let's tell 
everyone how they can be heroes by  
donating to the March Food Drive.  

What do you need to do? Make a short 
video (15-20 seconds) of you or  
someone else in your family "hearing 
the call" or realizing "this is The Big 
One!." Show how you are willing to 
"answer the call" - grab your  
superhero costume, cape or mask if 
you'd like. Your video clip will be  
compiled into a longer video and 
featured in a church service.  

Videos can be emailed or shared via 
Google Drive to Amanda Miller 
at mandamiller467@gmail.com. Email 
Amanda with questions.  

mailto:cherihabitat@gmail.com
mailto:mandamiller467@gmail.com


 

 

FINANCIAL NOTES  

Net Income: $37k net income actual vs. $27k net income budget.  

Revenue: $110k actual vs. $101k budgeted.       

Expense: $73k actual vs. $74k budgeted. We budgeted for lower expenses for the first half of the year. 

Mortgage balance as of 1/31:  $51,903. Through the first half of February we received over $30k in donations to pay off 
our mortgage balance. 

Endowment Fund balance:  $14,262.  Nichole Porath, 
Director of Finance 

786-6687 
nporath@bethelnorthfield.org 
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The Bethel Banner is published monthly as a ministry of 
Bethel Lutheran Church of Northfield, Minnesota. Articles 
are due by the 15th of each month. Questions, 
suggestions, or comments?  Contact editor Chelsey Headrick 
at cheadrick@bethelnorthfield.org, or call the church office 
at 786-6674. 

FISCAL HEALTH as of January 31, 2021 

     

MONTH 
Actual 

YEAR TO DATE   

        

Actual Budget 
Fav (Unfav) 

Variance 
Annual 
Budget 

Revenue         
  Total Revenue  $110,150   $110,150   $100,950   $9,200   $865,350  

Expenses          
  Personnel  $42,415   $42,415   $48,060   $5,645   $600,590  

  Facilities/Reserves  16,710   $16,710   9,230   (7,480)  106,380  

  Benevolence  3,000   $3,000   3,000   -     66,950  

  Children's Ministry  145   $145   238   93   10,815  

  Youth Ministry  (215)  $(215)  220   435   14,550  

  Administration & Technology  10,680   $10,680   11,920   1,240   47,460  

  Adult& Family Ministry  22   $22   575   553   4,950  

  Worship & Music  -     $-     250   250   6,860  

  Congregational Life   -     $-     520   520   6,800  

  Total Expenses  $72,757   $72,757   $74,013   $1,256   $865,355  

Net Income (Loss)  $37,393   $37,393   $26,937   $10,456   0*  

           

  *We always budget our revenue to meet expenses.         
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2020, although challenging, gave us 
insight into the “soul” of our 
congregation.  When we were no longer 
able to gather in person for worship and 
other activities, we realized with virtual 
worship, zoom, email, phone calls and 
other “distance” friendly means that 
coming together to do God’s work in 
the world has more to do with heart and 
soul than physical presence.  And the 
soul of our congregation has always 
been centered on the core of Jesus’ 
teaching – to love God with all our 
heart, soul and mind and our neighbor 
as ourselves.  This love has taken many 
forms in the past year, not the least of 
which has been outreach to the needs in 
our community. 

At our recent annual meeting, the Bethel 
Council and Staff were overwhelmed by 
the outpouring of passion and care, not 
only for Bethel’s wish to effectively 
minister within our congregation, but 
also for our heartfelt desire to act boldly 
and generously in our broader 
community.  With your support in 2020, 
we ended the year with a surplus of over 
$150,000.  As a result, we have been 
able to give thousands of extra dollars to 
pandemic-related causes and have 
pledged $25,000 over the next five years 
($5,000 each year) to join with other 
Northfield congregations in support of a 

new affordable housing partnership led 
by the Community Action Center.  And 
we continue to seek opportunities in 
which we can share generously with 
those whose needs are greatest. 

In addition, we have taken steps to 
prepare our building for our eventual 
reopening by tending to several much-
needed capital improvements.  We are 
also working to expand our technology 
capabilities so that we can continue with 
online worship and other activities that 
spread our ministry beyond our walls 
both now and in the future.   

Through the pandemic, which has 
affected all of us in so many ways - 
financially, socially and health-wise - 
Bethel has continued to be the Church, 
sharing the love and light of Christ in 
the world.  We are blessed with a 
visionary congregation, a dedicated and 
skilled staff and a strong tradition of 
sharing our time, talents and money.  
We have been a congregation that thinks 
big, that takes on challenges.  Consider 
what this year, 2021, holds for us: 

Getting back together as soon as 
possible for in-person worship, 
meetings and fellowship. What a joy 
that will be!  Our interior spaces have 
been upgraded and made healthier for 
many more years of use. 

Celebrating the ministry of our 
beloved pastor who will leave us to 
explore other ministries and 

welcoming a new senior pastor 
whom God will send to lead us into an 
ever-expanding ministry. 

Practicing our new welcoming 
statement to model the gospel of Jesus 
Christ to all who enter our doors or who 
wait for a loving invitation. 

Purchase of new technology that will 
enhance our worship and broaden our 
ministry. 

Thank you, members of Bethel, for ALL 
you have given and for your continued 
engagement that keeps the focus of our 
ministry strong.  When we finally are 
able to meet together in person, may 
that “soul” of our church continue to 
grow stronger and more inclusive.   In 
spite of the adversity we have all faced, 
let’s not lose even a bit of our 
momentum and may we continue to be 
the caring community we are called to 
be.   

We are so excited about our future and 
ask all of you to join with us in 
continuing to generously share your 
time, talents and financial resources to 
that end.  Thank you for all you give! 

- Your Stewardship Committee 

BEFRIENDERS                            by Marci Groenewold 
“Assumptive World.” As a result, 
people can have a different 
interpretation of an event experienced 
simultaneously. Sometimes an 
experience like this can result in a 
broken relationship. In our hurt and 
pain, we reach out for comfort. In our 
confusion it is easy to look to people 
who agree with our point of view. 
However, in order to achieve actual 
reconciliation, it’s important to reach 
out to friends who can help you see the 
issue from different vantage points. For 
true healing to occur, seek out prayerful 
caring friends who will listen and 
support you as you work towards  

“Painful lessons are usually doorways 
to new opportunities.”  The Apostle 
Paul changed his approach to 
mentorship as he began working with 
his new assistant, Timothy. Paul’s 
former assistant, John Mark, refused to 
travel with Paul, instead choosing to go 
with Paul’s friend Barnabas. Barnabas 
whose name means “encourager,” 
likely guided John Mark, not in the 
limelight, but on the side, quietly and 
lovingly supporting this man through a 
difficult time.   

Each one of us views the world 
through our own lens or filter. In 
BeFriending this is referred to as our 

reconciliation. Eventually, John Mark 
and Paul reconciled. No doubt their 
friend Barnabas contributed to it.  

Blessings from Bethel’s 
BeFriender Coordinators 

 

A fundamental BeFriender principle: 
“Nonjudgmental presence.”  For more 
information regarding the BeFriender 

Ministry at Bethel, please contact: 

Marci Groenewold (507) 649-0760,  
Knight Stanley (612) 877-0893,   
Myrna Luehmann (507) 951-7112,  
Vicki Roller (507)-645-8999,  
Karen Mader, (507)301-4368 or the  
Bethel Office (507) 786-6674. 
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Bethel’s Vision 

Bethel’s  Mission  

FLOWER SALE 
Break out the gardening gloves and potting 
soil! The Bethel Youth will be again selling 
plants to earn money toward summer 
trips.  This year we will be selling plants 
from Gertens and all orders will be placed 

online by going to www.gertensfundraising.com and using 
store ID 165.  When you enter our “store” you’ll see all the 
great plants available. You will need to designate a youth who 
you’d like to buy from or indicate “general fund.” Among the 
offerings are hanging baskets, patio pots, annuals, fillers and 
gift certificates.  A few extra fun items this year are a hanging 
basket strawberry plant, a tub containing cherry tomatoes, and 
a bowl with a mix of herbs.  The sale will run through April 8 
(this is a firm deadline, the Gospel according to Gertens). 
Plants will be delivered by the youth on Saturday, May 8, just 
in time for Mother’s Day.   

Thank you for supporting our youth!  Spring is on its way! 

FROM THE RIC TEAM 

Thank you to all who joined in to celebrate our new 
designation as a Reconciling in Christ congregation!  We 
look forward to exploring all kinds of options for making 
sure that Bethel is a place of warm welcome to everyone 
who comes through our doors – no exceptions!  

If you would like to order a fun rainbow-themed “God 
Loves Everyone” yard sign, contact the church office at 
bethel@bethelnorthfield.org or 
call 507-786-6674.  The cost of 
each sign is $15.00 - payable 
when you pick it up.  All orders 
must be received by March 10. 

Thank you again for making 
Valentine’s Day at Bethel a true 
Day of Love!  

The Bethel RIC Team – Clark Cary, Megan Engel, Bill Hoekstra, 
Marcy Korynta, Paula Mathison, Kaethe Schwehn, Pam Vig 


