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On Easter Sunday, April 1, we will celebrate the
return of the Light, with worship at 8 a.m., 9:30 a.m.
and 11 a.m.
Easter Dinner - and Easter Egg Hunt - will follow
worship at 12:30 p.m. in Classrooms 61A & B. Sign
up at the Information Station and bring your friends
and family!
Alleluia! He is Risen Indeed!

LET’S TRY SOMETHING DIFFERENT!
Are you willing to put on your safety
goggles for an experiment?
On Sunday April 15th at 5:00 p.m. Bethel
will offer an

experimental
worship service, with

a wide variety of music
and musicians and a
different service
structure. Following
the service, we will
have dinner and time for open
conversation about the service. That

information will be helpful for your
worship team in planning future services.
Two more experimental worship services
are planned for May 6
and June 10. Each of
these services will be
different and will give
us an opportunity to
try something new.
If you have ideas for
the service, feel free
to contact Megan Engel. (Oh, and just
kidding about the safety goggles).

Sundays at Bethel
8:30 a.m. Worship
9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
9:45 a.m. Sunday School and
Bethel U
10:45 a.m. Worship
All worship services at Bethel
include Holy Communion or
Holy Baptism

YOU CAN STILL HELP OUR GUMSHOES
It’s not too late to participate in the March FoodShare - donations will be
accepted through Sunday, April 8, to help us reach our goal of $15,000
pounds and dollars for the Northfield Food Shelf. Thank you for all that
you give!
And many thanks to Cindy Kreis and our YES (Youth Energized to
Serve) Team detectives who helped answer the WH (and H!) questions
about hunger in our community, with skits throughout March.
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BETHEL ENDOWMENT FUND TO BE ESTABLISHED
(Statement presented by the Endowment Task
Force at the annual meeting on January 28.
It has been slightly abbreviated.)
Bethel’s leaders have shared a vision
for the formation of a much needed
endowment to receive special gifts,
memorials and legacy gifts to expand
the ministry of our congregation, but a
plan has never been implemented.
Bethel’s Council is hopeful that the
time is now right to actually make this
happen. The Council approved the
formation of a task force to explore,
plan, and recommend how/if this
could become a reality. In case you
aren't familiar with an endowment, it is
a permanent fund established by the

church through donations. The money
is invested and just the income is used
to support the mission of the
endowment fund. This is separate
from the annual budget. In most cases
the principal of an endowment cannot
be distributed except under very rare
circumstances.
The task force, made up of Kevin Fink,
Chair, Randy Peterson, Bethel Steward,
Shannon Schulz, Barb Fowler, Ryan
Blumhoefer and Gordon Olson, has
been meeting for a few months to
discuss necessary steps to set up an
endowment. At our last meeting a
mission statement for an endowment
was drafted, worded as follows: “The

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS
Are you thinking about joining Bethel? Come to Membership
Matters to get to know us better, ask questions - and have
lunch! [Because nearly everything around here involves food! ☺ - ed.]
You’ll meet some of the Bethel staff and leadership, hear
about our ministries and mission, and have the opportunity
to get to know other folks considering membership.
Membership Matters will be held on Sunday, April 15, at noon-1:30 p.m. in the CLC.
Lunch is provided and the nursery is open for younger kids. Sign up at the
Information Station or contact the church office.

purpose of Bethel’s Endowment
Fund is to further support the
mission and extend the ministry of
Bethel Lutheran Church apart from
the general operations of the
church.” Likely beneficiaries of the
income from the fund will include
general ministry needs, education and
outreach.

The task force plans to prepare a
detailed proposal to the Church
Council, which, if approved, will
eventually need action by the
congregation. This exciting initiative
will offer an avenue for Bethel
members to designate special gifts,
memorial gifts or legacy gifts to an
endowed fund that, as an addition to
the congregation’s mission funded by
the budget, will include gifts that keep
on giving, impacting generations for
years to come.
The task force is committed to working
with transparency to keep the
congregation informed as this initiative
progresses. We are confident that the
congregation will support this as a tool
to expand the potential for Bethel’s
ministry within our building, in our
community and throughout the
world.

BETHEL U IN APRIL
Join us for any and all of these classes
at 9:45 a.m. on Sunday mornings this
month (except for Easter Sunday):
Explore: Jesus and the
Parables, in the Fireside Room,
with Steve Reece and Pastor Becca
Jesus often spoke through
parables, or stories, to teach the
crowds and his disciples about
the Kingdom of God. Parables are
meant to be looked at again and again.
Join us as we take a fresh look at what
Jesus had to say, and seek to be
transformed for the Kingdom of God.

Faith & Politics, in the CLC Classroom,
with Doug Casson, Gordon Kelley, and
Bron Scherer
Many movements have shaped the
religious and political landscape
in America. Personal faith is
one of the many elements that
guides the decisions we make
regarding our civic
involvement. This class will
offer a framework for the history of
religion and politics in America, as well
as personal examples of the ways faith
guides our political convictions and
decisions.

Faith & Creativity, in the Youth Room,
with Wendell Arneson, Mac Gimse, Karna
Hauck, and Allan Mathison
Art, at its best, is an expression of our
shared identity with God as creator.
Whether you’re trained in the arts,
someone who has an artistic spirit, or
simply someone who appreciates the
beauty and imagination of art, you’ll
want to be a part of this class led by
four of Bethel’s visual arts educators.
Come join us as we celebrate God’s gift
of art among us!
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FROM THE ASSOCIATE PASTOR...
I just returned from a fabulous
conference called, “Henri Nouwen:
The Way of Compassion.”
Luke 6:36 says, “Be compassionate as your
father is compassionate.”
The word compassion generally evokes
positive feelings in us. We like to think
of ourselves as compassionate people –
good and kind and gentle. We
generally believe that compassion is a
natural human response to human
suffering. Who, deep in their hearts,
would not feel compassion for a person
on the street, a hungry child, a
wounded veteran? It seems almost
impossible to imagine that compassion
would not be synonymous with being
human.
But if being human and compassionate
are the same, then why are we
constantly at war with one another,
hating each other, divided so strongly

FROM THE
SCRIP TABLE...
The calendar says April—but there is
still time to impact your Scrip total for
this summer’s youth trips! Using Scrip
to purchase new patio furniture, a new
garden tiller, or paint to freshen up
rooms before graduation or even your
whole house could have a big impact
on your trip total. Not to mention
spring sports equipment, graduation
party supplies and as always, birthday
and anniversary gifts/meals, etc. Add
in gas and groceries that you are going
to buy anyway and Scrip is the ‘easy’
way to fundraise for your summer
youth trip. Check out the Scrip table
for more ideas or to get signed up for
some of the re-loadable cards.
Wishing each of you and your families
a Blessed and Happy Easter from your
Scrip team—Hallelujah!!

in our thoughts about the world?
These are the kinds of questions that
make us look more critically at our
understanding of compassion.
The word compassion’s Latin roots
mean “to suffer with.” Compassion
asks us to go where it hurts, to share in
brokenness, helplessness, fear,
confusion and anguish.
And so, on the surface, compassion
sounds so natural, but at it’s core, it is
so very hard – to live with the person
who is different from me, to
understand the person affiliated with
the opposite political party, to go to the
places of pain that churn up negativity
and anger.
Henri’s commitment to trying to live
Jesus’ gospel of compassion was born
from the deep helplessness he
experienced each night when he
watched the news, when he was
bombarded with terrorism, shootings,
violence, and people not getting along.
He felt guilty and helpless and
wondered why, until he realized the
reason he felt that way was because he
was helpless.
What did he do about this debilitating
sense of helplessness? For one year, he
invited a group of friends together
once a week for an hour or two to pray
and ask the question, “How can we be
more compassionate toward our
neighbor?”
They prayed together about their
helplessness. They’d watch the news,
but they’d come together to pray and
listen to where God was leading.

In order for compassion to be effective,
Nouwen believed it needed to be
collective. He could’ve continued to sit
in his living room watching the news
feeling depressed, dejected and helpless
alone (which he admittedly did feel), or
he could sit in his living room watching
the news feeling depressed, dejected
and helpless, and then invite friends to
come together in their shared
helplessness and pray and ask God to
show them a way forward together. He
chose the latter.
For compassion to be effective, it has
to be collective.
Alone we can make a splash, but with
God as our source, together we can
change the world. Jesus knows this. In
Matthew 18:20, he says, “where two or
three are gathered in my name, I am
there among them.”
I, too, find myself listening to the news
and finding myself feeling helpless and,
quite honestly, depressed. When I
heard that Henri Nouwen’s reaction to
this sense of helplessness was to simply
gather a group together regularly to
pray in order to be led into the ways of
compassion, I was inspired. Therefore,
I invite you to join me on Wednesday
evenings in April and May from 6-7
p.m. in the prayer chapel at Bethel.
Together, let us pray for our individual
helplessness and together let us depend
on God to make us compassionate as
God is compassionate.
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EASTER OFFERING
2018
Our Easter offering this year will
support a new ELCA and Southeastern
Minnesota Synod partnership initiative
- the establishment of a new Lutheran
church in South Sudan. The project
includes supporting a recently
completed Lutheran Center and clinic
in Juba (the capital and largest city in
the Republic of South Sudan), training
mission leaders, conducting outreach
programs and, ultimately, raising up an
ethnically and culturally diverse church.
In addition, based on an evangelism
strategy found effective in other
African nations, the Lutheran Center
hopes to offer information technology
and English as a second language
courses, contributing to youth
employment.
Various existing congregations in South
Sudan feel the establishment of a
Lutheran church and presence will
contribute to the efforts underway to
create peace and reconciliation between
those of different ethnic and religious
backgrounds.

CREATION CARE TIP OF THE MONTH
Several pollution control agencies,
including the MN Pollution Control
agency, are recommending that you do
not put thermal receipt paper in your
recycling. Instead, thermal paper
receipts (the shiny-paper
receipts you get at ATMs, gas
pumps, and grocery stores)
should be placed in the trash.
Bisphenol A (BPA) and other
chemicals embedded in thermal paper
can end up in wastewater from
recycling plants or contaminate other

papers in the recycling stream. Simple
handling of thermal paper receipts
transfers BPA to hands and fingers in
greater amounts than those leaching
from can-linings. The EPA is currently
assessing the safety of
alternatives to BPA in
thermal paper, but until those
alternatives are identified,
please throw your thermal
paper receipts in the garbage (not
recycling), or better yet, see if you can
avoid receiving one.

CELEBRATION OF THE HANDS THAT GIVE CARE
Caregivers are invited to Northfield
United Methodist Church on Saturday,
April 14, 10 a.m. – noon, for activities
and resources for professional and
personal caregivers.
When you care for others – as your
job, or as an act of love – it is
important to take time to care for
yourself too. Caregivers, you are
invited for a morning of support and
celebration to recharge and be
recognized for the important care you
provide to others.

This event is free and open to the
public. No registration is required.
Participants are welcome to come
anytime during the event, or for the full
two hours. The health fair format
offers a wide range of informational
stations and self-care activities.
Refreshments will be served and some
door prizes will be given.
This event is sponsored by Northfield
Hospital + Clinics, Northfield Retirement
Community, Three Links, and Northfield
Area Interfaith Association

FROM OUR STEWARDSHIP TEAM
From the book Your New Money Mindset
by Brad Hewitt and James Moline:
The Struggle to Balance
Independence and Interdependence
We yearn for more money so we can
be appropriately independent – so that
others don’t have to support us with
their own hard-earned income. But we
often end up allowing money to make
us imagine that we don’t need other
people, at least as much as we did when
we didn’t have as high an income. For

some, the more money they make, the
more they become disconnected from
others emotionally and psychologically.
Christians who have been financially
poor can be uniquely vulnerable to this
phenomenon. Missiologist Donald
McGravran coined the term
“redemption and lift” to describe what
happens when poor people meet
Christ, quit bad habits, commit to the
virtues of hard work and strong
families, and as a result begin to
accumulate wealth. Their newfound

success more often
than not distances
them from their old life and friends.
Unless they intentionally stay engaged,
they lose interest in the needy people
who face the same material and
spiritual deprivation they once did.
The result of gaining wealth is that the
wealthy have a harder time empathizing
with people who suffer economic woes
– the very ones Jesus tells us to care
about the most.
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Fellowship Fun

BETHEL NEWS

N.E.W. GATHERING

Bethel Women Having Fun heads
to Kenyon on Tuesday, April 17, to
tour the thrift shop where our leftover
garage sale items go, and have lunch at
the Schweich Hotel. Sign up at the
Information Station.

Bethel Women: Please clear your
Saturday, May 5, calendar to come to
the free, fun Northfield Ecumenical
Women’s gathering at 9:30 a.m. in St.
Peter Lutheran Church’s fellowship
hall. Please RSVP to Shirley by April
21 at 507-663-6056 or
shirleyshaft@yahoo.com.

LADIES NIGHT OUT

Ladies Night Out will meet on
Saturday, April 14, at Fielder’s Choice
at 5 p.m. for dinner, then at 6:30 we
will go to Canvas Church’s W Night
just for women at Northfield High
School. The theme for the event is
Warri(her); speakers will be talking
about God’s heart for the feminine
warrior. Please sign up by April 11 so
our group can plan accordingly! Can’t
join us for the whole evening? Come
for what you can! Questions? Contact
Maren Bahler or Juley Jenkinson

VISION SEEKERS

Our men’s fellowship group, Vision
Seekers, will be going to Loon Liquors
Distillery, 1325 Armstrong Rd. #165,
on Thursday, April 19, with early birds
meeting at 7:30 p.m. and night owls at
8:30 p.m.. (Yes, Loon Liquors is in an
industrial park - just park and follow
the signs.) Contact Zach Bahler at
zachary.j.bahler@gmail.com for more
information

1st Corinthians, Bethel’s on-going
confidential support group for support
givers and receivers, meets this month
on Thursday, April 19, at 2 p.m. in
Classroom 62. New participants are
most welcome. Here you will find
others who share concerns and joys of
being a caregiver or a care receiver.
Members presently participating gain
empathy, support and helpful
information from one another. All are
blessed by the Holy Spirit’s presence in
and through one another.
Bethel volunteers at Thursday’s
Table, Northfield’s weekly community
dinner, on Thursday, April 26. After
your shift, you’re welcome to stay for
dinner, too! Please sign up at the
Information Station or on Doodle. If
you would like to be added to the
Doodle list, please let Candy Nordine
know.
Get out into the fresh spring air
with your Bethel friends on Saturday,
April 28, to clean up our adopted
stretch of Highway 3. Meet at Bethel
at 9 a.m. with work gloves to carpool
to the site.
The Face-It Men’s Depression
Support Group meets at Bethel every

A MEASURE OF OUR COMMITMENT
February Worship Attendance average per Sunday
2015

2016

2017

2018

447

514

500

429

Average Year-to-date Worship Attendance
2015

2016

2017

2018

463

490

451

416

other Monday from 6-8 p.m. and every
other Wednesday from 9-11 a.m. in
Room 62. (Check the Bethel calendar
on page 15 for dates.) For more
information, please contact Dan at 763218-9895.

BISTRO MENU
Come for dinner on Wednesdays, 5:306:30 p.m., in the CLC. The suggested
donation is $3/person and the
fellowship is priceless!
April 4
April 11
April 18
April 26

Chicken Pot Pie
Baked Potatoes
Pizza Hot Dish
Spaghetti

Gluten-free dinners are available by
contacting our head chef, Roger Van
Veldhuizen, by Tuesday night.

WELCA NEWS
Save the date: The WELCA Cannon
River Conference Spring Gathering will
be held on Saturday, April 14, 2018, at
Holden Lutheran Church in rural
Kenyon, 6949 430th St, Kenyon, MN
55946.

MARK YOUR
CALENDAR...
May 18-19 ~ Bethel Garage Sale
November 11 ~ Bethel Blood Drive
The Bethel Banner is published monthly
as a ministry of Bethel Lutheran Church
of Northfield, Minnesota. The
congregation is invited to submit
articles to the church office. Articles

are due by the 15th of each month.

Questions, suggestions, or comments?
Contact editor Lisa McDermott at
lmcdermott@bethelnorthfield.org, by
phone at 645-0740, or call the church
office at 786-6674.
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Children ~ Families ~ Disciples ~ Children ~ Families ~ Disciples

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY
UPDATE
rd

3 Grade Holy
Baptism Retreat ~
On Sunday, April 22,
Pastor Tim and Pam will be hosting a
retreat focusing on Holy Baptism for
all 3rd graders. If you have a 3rd grader
who would like to attend and have not
received a mailing regarding this, please
contact the church office.
Children’s Ministry Road Maps are
coming - look for them in the Narthex
on April 29. All families with children
in age 3-grade 5 programming for the
2018-19 school year will be asked to fill
out and return the Children’s Ministry
Registration Packet by the end of May.
Vacation Bible School 2018 –
Rolling River Rampage! sponsored by
Bethel, Emmaus, St. John’s and St. Peter’s
VBS will be held on June 11-14, 911:30 a.m., at Bethel for students who
will be 3 years old by September 1,
2018 through those who have
completed 2nd grade (2017-18 school
year). The cost is $15 per student, with
$30 maximum per family. Registration
information is available on the
Information Station. Online
registration is available on the website.
Good Earth Village Day Camp
sponsored by Bethel, St. John’s and St. Peter’s
Day Camp will be held on August 6-10,
at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church for
students who have completed
Kindergarten-Grade 5 in the 2017-18
school year. The cost and time are still
being determined. More details will be
coming in our weekly Children’s
Ministry emails.

NURSERY NOTES
Our annual Nursery Bake Sale is
coming up next month. We will need
LOTS of bakers and even more buyers!
Mark your calendars for Sunday, May
13 (Mother's Day) and start paging
through those cookbooks! Sign up in
the nursery.
SUNDAY FUN-DAYS IN APRIL:
April 1: HE IS RISEN!! What a day
to celebrate! Stop by the nursery on
Easter Sunday for a special Easter
treat. Take part in a fun Easter project
that reminds us that Jesus is ALIVE!!
April 8: DINO DAY! Hey all you
dinosaur lovers....today is YOUR day!
We love dinosaurs so much in the
nursery that we are devoting a whole
morning to them! STOMP on in to
the nursery for some supersized, dinotastic F-U-N!
April 15: DIG IN THE DIRT!
Today is the day to get a little dirt on
your hands!! We will learn all about
why God created dirt and how dirt
turns seeds into beautiful flowers!
Our snack for the day will also include
some "dirt". We dare you to try it!!!

April 22: EARTH
DAY! God created
this beautiful
EARTH and we're so HAPPY there's
a day to celebrate it!! The nursery is
going Earth-Crazy with crafts, games,
and snacks all devoted to Mother
Earth!
April 29: AROUND THE
WORLD! We will take a whirlwind
adventure around the world in a span
of an hour! Yes, you read that
right...around the world in ONE
HOUR! Just how many countries can
we visit in one hour? You'll have to
wait and see!!!
Holy Week ~ The nursery will be
open during the 7 p.m. Holy Thursday
service and again the following evening
for the 7 p.m. Good Friday service.
Nursery children will be offered a short,
kid-friendly lesson and craft that
corresponds with those services.
Juley Jenkinson,
Nursery Coordinator
786-6674
jjenkinson@bethelnorthfield.org

ATTENTION: PARENTS OF YOUNG CHILDREN
Written collaboratively by Thrivent CEO Brad Hewitt and Psychologist James
Moline, Your New Money Mindset has received glowing comments from prominent
leaders: “Finally, a counter-cultural, proven and practical approach to managing
your relationship with money,” and “When it comes to your faith and personal
finances, Brad and Jim should be your two new best friends.”

Led by St. Olaf religion professor and Bethelite, Peder Jothen, a 4-week
introduction to this book will be tailored to younger parents with very limited time
but is open to all. Starting Wednesday, April 4, 5:15 to 5:45 p.m. and continuing
on Wednesdays in April, enjoy a few minutes that will acquaint you with the
content of the book. Free copies are available on tables in the narthex along with a
sign up form and a sheet that explains the class in greater detail. A supervised
Pam Vig, Director of activity will be available for children who are in need of supervision during the
Children’s Ministries class or who are in BAM but do not participate in choir. In addition,
786-8878 complimentary vouchers will be available to families who wish to eat at Bistro.
pvig@bethelnorthfield.org This is a great opportunity for Bethel members to explore our fundamental
attitudes toward money and aligning those attitudes to our core values.
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Youth DISCIPLESHIP: Serving, Growing, Welcoming, Caring!
WHAT'S HAPPENING IN YOUTH MINISTRY?
9ers & Mentors ~
 Our Mentor Service Day is

be sent by email. Please R.S.V.P. by
Wednesday, April 18.

scheduled for Saturday, April 7.
We'll be picking up groceries for the
March Food Drive with the fire
department from 9 a.m.to 12:30
p.m.! Details were sent by email.
Please RSVP by Sunday, April 1.

6th Grade Connections will meet on
Wednesdays, April 4 and 18 this
month.

 Don’t forget to put the End-of-the

meeting will be a party at one of
our 6th grade homes at 6:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, April 18. Parents are
invited and each family is asked to
bring a dish to share with the group.
More details will be sent early in
April. If your family would like to

-Year Mentor Potluck on your
calendar! We’ll meet at Bethel at
6:30 p.m. on Sunday, April 29, for
our last large-group event of the
year. Watch your mail for details
about food assignments.
Senior Stepping Stones Retreat III
~ All seniors and their parents are
invited to our last Senior Stepping
Stones Retreat of the year which will be
held from 12 to 3 p.m. in the Bethel
Youth Center on Sunday, April 22.
Let’s take a “breather”, celebrate the
accomplishments of our seniors as they
graduate, and look forward to the
exciting changes to come! Details will

 April 4 will be a regular meeting in

the Bethel Youth Center at 7 p.m.

 Our last 6th Grade Connections

host this fun
event, please
contact Barb
Farmer. Plan to join us to celebrate
our connections!
Summer trippers ~ Please remember
– 8th Grade Mission Trip & Christikon
trip forms are due on Wednesday,
April 4.

Barb Farmer, Director of
Youth Ministries

786-8877

bfarmer@bethelnorthfield.org

PERFORMING ARTS CAMP
Save the date for a Summer Performing
Arts Camp at Bethel, "Love is Alive!"
The camp will be held June 11 through
June 15 1-5:30 p.m. and Sunday, June
17, 8:30 a.m. to noon, at Bethel. The
camp is open to kids going into grades
4-12 and is geared to all ages. The cost

is $75/participant, with a family cap of
$150; scholarships available as needed.
Look for more information and
registration details in the May issue of
the Banner. Contact Kristin Kivell with
questions at 645-8691 or
kristinkivell@gmail.com.

BETHEL STAFF
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BEFRIENDING
We all have gifts and talents that we
can share in response to our identity as
baptized members of the family of
God. Under the “Bethel Cares”
umbrella, we will recognize the
BeFriender, Companion, Home
Communion, Prayer Shawl, and Meal
Angel ministries during an upcoming
Sunday morning worship service.
The BeFriender ministers along with
the newly created Companion ministers
offer their gift of time and presence as
they form lasting relationships with
individual Bethel members.
New BeFrienders receive an 8-week
20-hour training, offered about once a
year in collaboration with St. Dominic
Catholic and St. Peter Lutheran
churches. This offers a unique training
opportunity for the participants.
Companions receive 2 hours of
training. The Bethel pastors and

By Marci Groenewold
BeFriender coordinators provide this
training. This training is offered
several times each year.
Home Communion ministers bring
communion to persons who request it
during or following a Sunday morning
worship service. Sandy Ahrens
coordinates this ministry.
Leone Larson coordinates the prayer
shawl ministry. Volunteers prayerfully
knit the prayer shawls. Generally, the
pastors distribute them.
Meal Angels are volunteers who
prepare meals for Bethel members who
need support. Our pastors offer meals
to families. The church office
coordinates the volunteers.

pastoral ministry of Bethel
Lutheran Church. If you are interested
in learning more about any of these
ministries, please stop by the Among
the Ministries Table on April 15.
Blessings from Bethel's Befrienders
†
A core Befriender principle: “Non-Judgmental
Presence.” For more information, call
Marci Groenewold, (507-649-0760),
Knight Stanley (612-877-0893), Myrna
Luehmann (507-951-7112), or the
Bethel office (786-6674).
Upcoming Opportunities:
“Bethel Caregivers” Recognition at
both worship services: April 15, 2018
Bethel BeFriender/Companion
Meeting: Monday, April 23, 7 p.m.,
Fireside Room. Guest Speaker:
Pastor Becca Topic: Ending the visit

These ministries help support the work
of our pastors. Each ministry works
directly with Pastor Tim and Pastor
Becca as formal extensions of the

A BEAMING SMILE AS A SYMBOL OF GOD’S GRACE
Marci Groenewold's March Befriending
column had an important story about a
long-time Bethel member who told
Marci that when “dark times” might be
near, she “…thinks about what I can
do for somebody else.”
What a gem of a story for Marci to
write and what a wise woman who
carried around such a helpful resource
in her head and heart.
Marci’s column came to mind the other
day when a Bethelite friend and I were
visiting a person in one of our
Northfield care facilities. As we were
leaving, I went out to the car first to
wait. Suddenly my friend stepped into
the car saying, “The most exciting
thing just happened!”
My friend went on, “As I was leaving

the care center, I saw two high-school
age young men sitting by the front
door. I approached them and asked
them if they were volunteers at the care
center. They answered, ‘Yes we are.’ I
really felt that this was one of those
moments of grace as I told them how
much their visit meant to the residents.
With a smile in my voice, I thanked
them and told them how good it made
me feel that they would take that
personal time to bring happiness to
others.”
My friend continued, “I wish you could
have seen the surprised looks on the
faces of those two young men. They
both looked me in the eye with huge
smiles and their faces just beamed with
gratitude for my recognition and
admiration for who they are and what

By Bruce Roberts

they did. They thanked me profusely
for my expressions of respect.”
“It made me feel so buoyant to see
their happiness.” my friend said, “I
hope that unexpected moment of
appreciation for who they are will stay
with them for a long time.”
As I listened to that joyful story of a
way “to do good unto others,” as
Marci’s wise friend does, I felt a smile
of happiness beam across my face too.
“Ahhhh,” I thought, “so this is the way
that expressing gratitude and finding
grace works in real lives.”
What a blessing.
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HEALTHY AGING
[The following was printed in the FiftyNorth
March newsletter and is reprinted her with the
author’s permission.]
In January a group from FiftyNorth
and students from a St. Olaf
psychology class met for four weeks to
discuss and learn about healthy aging.
The first three weekly sessions were
discussions and the final week the
students presented back to us what
they learned about healthy aging and
their conclusions about what healthy
aging should or could look like. After
three weeks of discussions the students
conducted lots and lots of research.
This is a summary of their
presentations on keys to healthy aging
followed by a few of my comments.
Nutrition (or Cooking or Hot Dish)
Hot dish can save your life! You
decide what you want in it (such as lots
of veggies – veggies are good for us!),
you go to the store to get the

By Gordon Kelley
ingredients (meet people, get lots of
steps, think about what to purchase,
etc.), take time to cook (cooking is
multi-tasking and multi sensory – think
of the smells, lifting the pan, timing the
baking, etc.), you enjoy the hard work
(sharing the food with others), you
enjoy the physical and mental aspects
of cooking, an improved diet and
portion control.
Religion or Faith
There are many benefits; physical
benefits, walking, being with others,
maintaining healthy habits, meditation,
being active. There are social benefits,
social networking, bonding, connecting
with people. There are mental health
benefits, a community of support,
developing friendships, developing a
deep purpose for your life, developing
expectations. There are cognitive
benefits; all the previously mentioned
things keep us mentally active, reduce

THE HISTORY OF BETHEL: THE ‘90s
It is late into 1990. We left the last
chapter with a subtitle but powerful
congregational concern directing
Bethel’s leadership to refocus on
Bethel’s mission, celebrate each church
season more, and learn several new
liturgies. With masterful leadership,
President Wayne Kivell and Pastor Paul
Nelson took on the concern. The
changes brought new focus to God’s
work at Bethel. Once again, it is clear
that God was working through God’s
people at Bethel Lutheran…and there
was change starting to happen.
The Worship Committee redirected
their work to more memorable
celebratory services centered on
seasonal planning and worship themes.
The congregational worship music,
choir anthem, pastor’s sermon, the new
organ, new hand-bells…all caused
Sunday Worship to come alive.

By Noel Stratmoen

And the Justice Group began to lead
discussions in areas of social justice,
sharing, and God’s creation. Bethel
members were encouraged to support
Earth Day, Crop Walk, Road-Side
Cleanup, World Day of Fasting, the
ELCA Hunger Appeal, Bread for the
World, Loves to Fishes, the local Food
Shelf; and to sponsor a Las Posadas
Christmas.
And a more social component was
added to bring the Bethel Congregation
together in many ways…progressive
dinners, bowling teams, Twins games,
ACTS dinners, Senior Singles, and New
Year’s Eve at St. Olaf. This helped to
bring a more community feeling to
Bethel seven days a week and helped to
engage everyone in a more member
centered congregational life, in and out
of Bethel Lutheran Church.
To be continued...

stress in our lives (buffered by our
faith). There are many ways to
participate.
Sleep
Quality sleep is important as we age.
We often have a decrease in quality
sleep and difficulty falling asleep.
Lifestyle choices can help sleep, such as
aerobic exercise, self-relaxation (tai-chi,
yoga, etc.). Naps are good! A routine
can help us sleep better.
Nature or Outdoors
Get outdoors! It doesn’t need to be
highly physical – even a walk around
the block helps. There are many social
benefits to outdoor activity, such as
meeting people. Exposure to the sun
gives us Vitamin D. Walking in nature
(park, woods, etc.) helps lower blood
pressure and pulse rate. Nature
improves our attention. Access to
green spaces improves our mental
health. What can we do in the winter
when it is too cold to go outside?
Look at pictures, keep curtains open,
take short walks (perhaps just to the
mailbox or just one block), or just look
out the window.
And, thoughts from my research:
Music: Listen to music of all kinds that
are of interest. Listen to familiar
music, up-tempo music, bright cheery
music, rock and roll from the 50’s and
60’s.
Have a good laugh: read the comics
often, listen to some of the old TV
shows with good old fashion humor.
Keep contact with the younger
generation: They help us keep
thinking young. These students were
highly impressive young adults,
thoughtful, inquisitive concerned, and
friendly. (The future is in good
hands!)
BTW: FiftyNorth is the new name of
the Northfield Senior Center.
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FISCAL HEALTH as of Feb 28, 2018
YEAR TO DATE
ACTUAL
Feb. 2018

Actual

Budget

Fav (Unfav)
Variance

Annual
Budget

$71,138

$193,366

$183,743

$9,623

$974,000

$55,705
8,092
3,658
3,231
2,277
557
5
1,231
190
238
$75,184

$109,426
12,543
7,316
6,462
3,452
1,755
62
1,231
414
(1,177)
$141,487

$112,460
12,653
7,450
6,462
5,847
4,780
1,250
1,176
840
432
$153,350

$3,034
110
134
2,395
3,025
1,188
(55)
426
1,609
$11,866

$708,653
77,385
61,075
38,776
35,650
30,281
7,485
7,050
5,045
2,600
$974,000

$(4,046)

$51,878

$30,393

$21,489

0*

Revenue
Total Revenue

Expenses
Personnel
Trustee
Benevolence
Mortgage/Reserves
Youth Formation
Administration
Adult Formation
Worship
Stewardship
Congregational Life (negative denotes income)
Total Expenses

Net Income (Loss)

*We always budget our revenue to meet expenses.

OPERATING RESULTS SUMMARY
Expenses exceeded revenue by $4k in February. A net loss was expected this month.
Net Income
Feb: $4k net loss vs. $24k net loss budgeted. YTD $52k net income vs. $30k budgeted.
Revenue
Feb: $71k actual vs. $57k budgeted. YTD revenue is $193k. vs $184k budgeted. YTD actual and budget revenue are both
high as we have received numerous prepaid and lump sum contributions due to the changed tax laws.
Expense
Feb: $75k actual vs. $81k budgeted. YTD $141k vs. 153k. YTD lower Youth Formation and Administration and
Congregational Life expense that was actually income: Coffee hour income has been recorded but expense has been low
(invoice timing).
Mortgage balance at February 28, 2018: $318,224

If you’re an Amazon shopper, be
sure to use Amazon Smile to
benefit Bethel. It’s easy!

Nichole Porath,
Director of Finance
786-6687
nporath@bethelnorthfield.org
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FROM THE MISSION & JUSTICE COMMITTEE AND MISSION INTERPRETER
[Both the Mission & Justice
Committee and Lois Stratmoen,
Bethel’s Mission Interpreter,
submitted the same item for this
month’s Banner. Please prayerfully
consider this important letter from
the ELCA Bishops.]
The ELCA Conference of Bishops has
approved the following statement of
support for the March for Our Lives
on March 24.
STATEMENT IN SOLIDARITY WITH
OUR CHILDREN AND YOUTH
Our children and youth are like a
young Jeremiah prophesying to the
people: For I know the plans I have for
you," declares the Lord, "plans to prosper you
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope
and a future. (Jer. 29:11)
Recently, the students, faculty and staff
at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High
School in Parkland, Florida experienced
tragedy. Seventeen people - students
and teachers - were killed by a 19-yearold shooter. In response, students
have invited their teachers, families and
allies around the nation to join with
them for a March for Our Lives on
March 24, 2018 in Washington, DC;
calling our country into a deeper
conversation about school safety and
second amendment rights and
responsibilities.
We recognize this incident is the latest
in a long list of tragic shootings in our
country and young people have been
calling for protest and change for many
years. Some of those young voices
have been ignored or silenced because
of racial and economic injustice. We
cannot let that reality keep us from
acting now.
Adopted in 1994, the ELCA social
message on Community Violence remains
sadly relevant today. The message
speaks about the causes of violence as
complex and pervasive, and of how
violence breeds violence. In
proclaiming the forgiveness and love of

the gospel of Jesus Christ, the church
addresses the root of violence while
being committed to social actions that
respond directly to violence and the
people it affects.
From the Social Message: In the face of
violence, God’s resolve for peace in human
communities is unshakable. Deliberate acts to
harm or kill innocent people violate God’s
intention for human community. God’s
commandment is “You shall not
murder” (Ex. 20:13). In proclaiming God’s
law, we declare that all people are accountable
before God and the community to honor and
respect the life God has given. Christians, as
salt of the earth (Mt. 5:13) and light of the
world (Mt.5:14), are called to respond to
violent crime in the restorative ways taught by
Jesus (Mt. 5:38-39) and shown by his actions
(Jn. 8:3-11). We are empowered to take up
the challenge to prevent violence and to attack
the complex causes that make violence so
pervasive.
According to Lutheran theology, society is to
be ruled by the civil use of the Law.
Government is responsible under God for the
protection of its citizens and the maintenance
of justice and public order. As citizens in a
democracy, we have the responsibility to join
with others to hold government accountable for
protecting society and ensuring justice for all,
and to seek changes in policies and practices
toward these ends.
That social message was amplified by a
social statement, For Peace in God’s
World (1995) which, as part of its
adoption, offered concrete
implementation actions, including: To
call upon the members and leaders of this
church to support our youth in their struggle to
define their identity and vocation as present
and future peacemakers…
The Conference of Bishops of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America, in solidarity with our children
and youth, and in response to our
common baptismal vocation: living
among God’s faithful people, hearing
the word of God and sharing in the
Lord’s Supper, proclaiming the good

news of God in Christ through word
and deed, serving all people following
the example of Jesus, and striving for
justice and peace in all the earth; offer
our support, partnership and prayers
for the March for Our Lives, its
satellite city events, and our children
and youth who are leading us forward
as peacemakers.
The undersigned members have given
their names in public and personal
support of the statement.
[The statement was signed by 61 bishops of
the ELCA, including Presiding Bishop
Eaton and SE MN Synod Bishop Steve
Delzer. For more information, go to elca.org.]

MAIN STREET PROJECT
For more than a decade, Main Street
Project, a Northfield non-profit, has
been working to create pathways out of
poverty for the growing numbers of
rural Latino immigrants relegated to
working in low-wage farm and food
industry jobs, with no benefits and no
future. They have developed programs
to deliver specialized agriculture
training and skills that could help
immigrant workers increase their
incomes and leverage new job
opportunities. In 2010, they began
development and testing of a new
model for producing free-range poultry
as part of a sustainable regional food
system that would be accessible to
aspiring immigrants and other limited
resource farmers. Now the Main Street
Project operates prototype ½-acre
production units, located on several
Northfield area farms raising free-range
poultry that is available to the public.
You can buy into their CSA to receive
free-range chickens in the same way
some do with vegetables or other items
through other local CSAs. Bethel’s
Stewardship and Mission and Justice
Committees support this outreach
opportunity to help others in our
community. Watch for details about
joining this initiative at Bethel soon.
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APRIL WORSHIP SERVANTS
April 1
Easter

April 8

April 15

April 22

April 29

Assist. Minister
(8:30 a.m.)

8 a.m. - Carol Lysne
9:30 a.m. - Anton
Armstrong

Mike Ahrens

Grace Casson

Noel Stratmoen

Eric Lundin

Assist. Minister
(10:45 a.m.)

11 a.m. - Kristin Kivell

Christina Schwietz

Jessica Labenski

Knight Stanley

Marci Groenewold

Reader
(8:30 a.m.)

8 a.m. - Ann Etter
Kristi Huettl
9:30 a.m. - Dani Haines

Bethel Youth

Jim Holden

Rick Roberts

Bethel Youth

Paula Mathison

Doug Casson

Reader (10:45 a.m.) 11 a.m. - Maryann Kaul Elizabeth Leer
Acolytes
(8:30 a.m.)

8 a.m. - Abby Atzinger, Eloise DeBus,
need one
Jaelyn Holz
9:30 a.m. - Kaitlin
Schulz, Max Frank

Annika Johnson,
Karina Johnson

Andy Amundson,
Kaitlin Schulz

Max Boardman,
Eloise DeBus

Acolytes
(10:45 a.m.)

11 a.m. - Fletcher
Aylin, Grant Selchow

Evie Bauer,
Boden Jenkinson

Mason Muench,
Garrett Muench

Keegan Resendiz,
Grant Selchow

Fletcher Aylin,
Boden Jenkinson

Sacramental
Ministers
(8:30 a.m.)

8 a.m. - Mike & Sandy
Ahrens, Wendell
Arneson & Beth
Christensen, Sandy
Reiman
9:30 a.m. - Pam Vig,
Lois Stratmoen, Wayne
Kivell, Dani Haines,
Kristin Haines, two
needed

Rose Turnacliff, Sandy
Ahrens, Carol Cole,
Wayne Kivell, Kitty
Runzheimer

Bethel Youth

Abbie Meierbachtol,
Marcia Omdahl, Sandy
Reiman, Lois
Stratmoen, one needed

Rose Turnacliff, Mike
& Sandy Ahrens, Carol
Cole, Kitty
Runzheimer

Sacramental
Ministers
(10:45 a.m.)

11 a.m. - Dan & Jan
Foley, three needed

Sharon Stoeck, Ben
Bethel Youth
Chadwick, Renae
Schuster, Sarah Marohl,
one needed

Rogen Van Veldhuizen, Renae Schuster,
Ben Chadwick, Renae
Connie DeGrote, Lisa
Schuster, Sarah Marohl, McDermott, two needed
Michael Sparby

Ushers
(8:30 a.m.)

8 a.m. - Dale
Turnacliff, Harley
Foster, Daryl Kuyper,
Roger Glasgow
9:30 a.m. - Steve &
Carol O’Neill, Allen
Reichardt, Don Pavek,
one needed

Gordon & Marilyn
Kelley, Dave & Char
Jacobsen

Bethel Youth

Steve Meierbachtol,,
Kyle Nordine, Roger
Glasgow, Zach Bahler

Dale Turnacliff,
Harley Foster, two
needed

Ushers
(10:45 a.m.)

11 a.m. - Denise
Halvorson, Gerald
Christianson, two needed

Carol Gengenbach,
Kay Gredvig, Denise
Halvorson, one needed

Bethel Youth

Denise Halvorson,
Dave Mathews, Gerald
Christianson, Mark
Etzell

Denise Halvorson,
Mark Etzell, two needed

Nametags
(8:30 a.m.)

n/a

Chris & Jessica Holz

Brian & Patty
Jermeland

William Armstrong

Joel & Melissa Beithon

Nametags
(10:45 a.m.)

n/a

Noe & Mariann
Resendiz

Tracy & Jackie Nelson

Noe & Mariann
Resendiz

Loren & Mary
Baumbach

Greeters
(8:30 a.m.)

n/a

John & Marcia Omdahl Joel & Melissa Beithon

Eric Lundin

Loren & Mary
Baumbach

Greeters
(10:45 a.m.)

n/a

Brian & Patty
Jermeland

Tracy & Jackie Nelson

Mark & Judy Code
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APRIL WORSHIP SERVANTS
April 1
Easter

April 8

April 15

Loren & Mary
Baumbach, Chad &
Kristin Holz, Carol
Lysne, three needed Mary
Nystuen (treats only)

John & Marcia
Omdahl, four needed
Mary Nystuen, Chad &
Kristin Holz (treats
only)

Brian & Patty
Jermeland, Mark &
Judy Code, four needed
Mary Nystuen (treats
only)

Alyce Kivell

The McDermott family Rose & Dale Turnacliff

Kay Gredvig,
Sharon Stoeck

Carol Cole

Orpah Johnson

Rosann Brawley

Coffee Servers

n/a

Altar Care

Rose & Dale Turnacliff Carol Lysne

Communion
Angels

April 22

April 29
Carol Lysne,

A/V (8:30 a.m.)

8 a.m. - Nicholas
Albright
9:30 a.m. - Lucas
Hoekstra, Will
Schuerman

Ryan Mibus
Will Schuerman

Ryan Mibus
Mack Haines

Nicholas Albright
Mack Haines

Nicholas Albright
Lucas Hoekstra

A/V (10:45 a.m.)

11 a.m. - Mack Haines,
Madeline McDermott

Andrew Baumgartner
Sebastian Jenkinson

Andrew Baumgartner
Madeline McDermott

Sebastian Jenkinson
Lucas Hoekstra

Madeline McDermott
Will Schuerman

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE FEBRUARY CHURCH
COUNCIL MEETING…
New council members Peder Jothen and Maren Bahler were welcomed to
council.
Pr. Tim advised that staff was on retreat in early February. While on retreat
the staff decided to offer an experimental worship service once in April,
May, and June. Each service will look different and will be followed by
dinner and open discussion. Pr. Tim asked council to participate by helping
in the kitchen for the meal after and by attending the service. There was an
agreement by council to be supportive.
Kevin Fink, Treasurer, reported that January was our largest month ever in
offerings. We took in $122k!.
A group of people who have an interest in AV got together and discussed
the future of AV at Bethel and what that will look like and how we are
going to get there. Tim Valley will put together a plan and bring it to
council in the next few months.

CHURCH COUNCIL
Brian Jermeland, President bjermeland@charter.net
Jill Fisher, Trustee - jillsberyl@gmail.com
Kevin Fink, Financial Officer kpfink@outlook.com
Maren Bahler, Personnel Officer marenbahler@gmail.com
Randy Peterson, Steward randypeterson221@gmail.com
Zach Bahler, At Large for Mission & Justice zachary.j.bahler@gmail.com
Peder Jothen, At Large for Visual Arts Jothen@stolaf.edu
Wade Schulz, At Large for Kitchen
Committee - woodyschulz@gmail.com
Jen Rauk, At Large - jbrauk02@me.com
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Discipleship through Spiritual Growth ~ Discipleship through Spiritual Growth ~ Discipleship through Spiritual Growth

JOIN US FOR ADULT ED THIS MONTH!
New members and drop-ins are always
welcome at our adult education
opportunities. Look for a complete
listing of all of our groups in the Adult
Formation booklet on the Information
Station. Here is a list of our weekly
and monthly groups:
SUNDAY EDUCATION HOUR
9:45-10:30 a.m.
Bethel U ~ in various locations
Bethel U is our offering on Sunday
mornings for Bethel 9th-12th graders
and adults together. See details on
page 2. Look for the current Bethel U
catalogue on the Information Station
today. Classes in February:
Explore: Jesus and the Parables,
Fireside Room, Steve Reece and Pastor
Becca
Faith & Politics, CLC Classroom,
Doug Casson, Gordon Kelley, and
Bron Scherer
Faith & Creativity, Youth Room,
Wendell Arneson, Mac Gimse, Karna
Hauck, and Allan Mathison
Membership Matters ~ in the CLC
with church staff, April 15, noon ~ If you
are considering membership at Bethel,
this pizza lunch and information
session can help answer your questions.
Childcare is provided.
MONDAYS
Martha Circle ~ 9:30 a.m. on the third
Monday of each month in the Fireside Room.
Monday Evening Women’s Study
~ every other Monday, 7-8:30 p.m., Wanda
Playter’s house.
For more information please contact
Wanda or the church office.

TUESDAYS
Lois Circle ~ 12 p.m. on the fourth
Tuesday of each month in the Youth Room.
Lydia Circle~ 7 p.m. on the second
Tuesday of each month in the Fireside Room.
THURSDAYS
FaB ~ in the Fireside Room, 8:159:15 a.m. weekly.
April will find FAB finishing the Book
of Joy. And what a joyous time we have
had! We will be starting our next book
-Learning to Walk in the Dark by Barbara
Taylor Brown. This is her journey
through darkness of all types that she
shares with her readers. Please join us we’ll have a pot of fresh coffee waiting.
Any questions please contact Judy
Narhi, 507-663-9080 or Kitty
Runzheimer, 507-645-2245.
Men Of Bethel ~ in Room 62, 8:309:30 a.m. weekly.
MoB will finish out the spring with a
video study and discussion entitled
“The Case for Christ” by Lee Strobel.
Is there credible evidence that Jesus of
Nazareth really is the Son of God?
Retracing his own spiritual journey
from atheism to faith, Lee Strobel,
former legal editor of the Chicago
Tribune, cross-examines a dozen experts
with doctorates who are specialists in
the areas of old manuscripts, textual
criticism, and biblical studies. Strobel
challenges them with questions like;
How reliable is the New Testament?
Does evidence for Jesus exist outside
the Bible? Is there any reason to
believe the resurrection was an actual
event? Strobel's tough, point-blank
questions make this bestselling book
read like a captivating, fast-paced novel.
But it is not fiction. It is a riveting

quest for the truth about historys most
compelling figure. What will your
verdict be in The Case for Christ?
Bethel Enneagram Group ~ 9:3010:30 a.m., meeting on April 12, in the
Fireside Room.
Our meetings continue as we listen to
The Enneagram and Grace CD lectures by
Fr. Richard Rohr and Russ Hudson.
All are invited to these meetings; some
knowledge of the enneagram is very
helpful. Questions? Contact Pam
Santerre at 651-335-3465.
FRIDAYS
The Bethel WoW (Women of the
Word) Bible Study group ~ in the
Fireside Room, 8:30-10:15 a.m. weekly.
Our current study is of the book of
Hebrews written by Lisa Harper. Her
study, Hebrews: The Nearness of King Jesus,
is a 7-week study that will conclude on
April 20. We also watch Lisa Harper’s
video to prepare us for the next week
of study. All are welcome to join us at
any time. Stop in any Friday morning
to check us out!
For more information, contact Myrna
Luehmann at (507) 951-7112.



All of these discipleship opportunities
welcome you to attend regularly, or as
your schedule allows. If you would
like to lead a group or have a good
idea for a class or topic, please
contact the church office.
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Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1
8 a.m. Easter
Worship
9:30 a.m. Easter
Worship
11 a.m. Easter
Worship
12:30 p.m. Easter
Dinner

2
10 a.m. Senior
Coffee Hour
3:30 p.m. Northfield
Youth Choir
6 p.m. Face It Men's
Group

3
1:30 p.m. Bethel
Staff meeting
7 p.m. Stewardship
Committee

4
9 a.m. Face It Men's
Group
5:15 p.m. Your New
Money Mindset
6 p.m. Prayer with
Pastor Becca
7 p.m. 6th Grade
Connections

5
8:15 a.m. FAB
8:30 a.m. MoB
12:30 p.m.
Troubadours
5 p.m. Personnel
Committee
7 p.m. Boy Scouts -

8
8:30 a.m. Worship
9:30 a.m. Coffee &
Fellowship
9:45 a.m. Sunday
School/Bethel U
10:45 a.m. Worship

9
3:30 p.m. Northfield
Youth Choir

10
1:30 p.m. Bethel
Staff meeting
7 p.m. Finance
Committee
7 p.m. Lydia Circle

11
5:15 p.m. Your New
Money Mindset
6 p.m. Prayer with
Pastor Becca

12
13
8:15 a.m. FAB
8:30 a.m. WoW
8:30 a.m. MoB
9:30 a.m.
Enneagram Group
12:30 p.m.
Troubadours
7 p.m. Church

14
5 p.m. Ladies’ Night
Out

15
8:30 a.m. Worship
9:30 a.m. Coffee &
Fellowship
9:45 a.m. Sunday
School/Bethel U
10:45 a.m. Worship
12 p.m. Membership
Matters
5 p.m. Experimental
Worship & Dinner
7 p.m. Venture
Group

16
9:30 a.m. Martha
Circle
3:30 p.m. Northfield
Youth Choir
6 p.m. Face It Men's
Group

17
High School Work
Skills Event
1:30 p.m. Bethel
Staff meeting
6:30 p.m. Girl Scouts
7 p.m. Bethel
Companions
Training

18
9 a.m. Face It Men's
Group
5:15 p.m. Your New
Money Mindset
6 p.m. Prayer with
Pastor Becca
7 p.m. 6th Grade
Connections

19
8:15 a.m. FAB
8:30 a.m. MoB
12:30 p.m.
Troubadours
2 p.m. 1st
Corinthians
Support Group
7 p.m. Boy Scouts Troop 344
7:30 p.m. Vision
Seekers

20
8:30 a.m. WoW
5 p.m. Girl Scout
Lock-In

21

22
8:30 a.m. Worship
9:30 a.m. Coffee &
Fellowship
9:45 a.m. Sunday
School/Bethel U
10:45 a.m. Worship
12 p.m. 3rd Grade
Holy Baptism
Retreat
12 p.m. Senior
Stepping Stones
Retreat #3

23
3:30 p.m. Northfield
Youth Choir
7 p.m. BeFrienders/
Companions
Meeting

24
9 a.m. Bethel
Mission Quilters
12 p.m. Lois Circle
12 p.m. Staff
Birthday Lunch
1:30 p.m. Bethel
Staff meeting

25
5:15 p.m. Your New
Money Mindset
6 p.m. Prayer with
Pastor Becca

26
8:15 a.m. FAB
8:30 a.m. MoB
12:30 p.m.
Troubadours
7 p.m. Boy Scouts Troop 344

27
3 p.m. Kallman
Piano Practice

28
9 a.m. Adopt-aHighway CleanUp Day
3 p.m. Kallman
Piano Recital

29
8:30 a.m. Worship
9:30 a.m. Coffee &
Fellowship
9:45 a.m. Sunday
School/Bethel U
10:45 a.m. Worship
3 p.m. Troubadour
Spring Concert
6:30 p.m. Mentor
Potluck

30
3:30 p.m. Northfield
Youth Choir
6 p.m. Face It Men's
Group

On Wednesdays:
3:30 p.m. BAM
7 p.m. Resonance
8 p.m. Brio

6
8:30 a.m. WoW

Saturday

5:30 p.m. Bistro
7 p.m. Adult Choir

7
Southern MN AA

6:15 p.m. Ring Forth
7 p.m. Hi-League

Bethel Lutheran Church
1321 North Avenue
Northfield, MN 55057
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Phone: 507-786-6674
Web: www.bethelnorthfield.org
www.facebook.com/bethellutheran
Email: bethel@bethelnorthfield.org

●●●

Return Service Requested

Bethel Lutheran Church is a body of believers redeemed by Christ who
Call and welcome all people;
Act to serve our neighbors in need;
Respond with God’s love to one another; and
Encourage spiritual growth.

YEP, IT’S TIME FOR
CLEANING OUT THE
CLOSETS…
…and the garage, and the
basement! The Bethel Garage
Sale is just around the corner donations can be dropped off on
May 14-16. Then you can come
back on May 18-19 and buy more
treasures!

WE’RE HIRING!
As you know, our longtime
director of Children’s Ministry,
Pam Vig, is retiring this
summer. Bethel is now
accepting applications Director
of Children’s Ministries. This
is a .8 FTE position, with
(mostly) flexible hours and a
benefits package. Contact
Kristin Haines for the
complete job description and
list of qualifications. Open
until filled.
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