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THE 23nd ANNUAL BETHEL GARAGE SALE!   
Friday, May 18, 7 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Saturday, May 19, 8 a.m. to noon  

($5 bag sale on Saturday, 10-noon) 

THE EXPERIMENT CONTINUES 
Despite “snowmaggedon”, the April 
experimental worship service was well-
attended:  103 intrepid Bethel friends 
made their way through the drifts to the 
first of three worship experiments.  The 
service was filled with new-to-us music, a 
band, a skit/homily, and communion.  It 
was followed by a taco-in-a-bag dinner and 
feedback session.  Folks filled the CLC 
wall with post-its about what they liked, 
what they didn’t like, and suggestions for 
future services. 

After listening to the ideas that folks 
shared, and typing up the post-it notes, it’s 
clear that while we have universal 
enthusiasm for an alternative service, there 
are diverse opinions about how it should 
look.  After the first experiment, this 
doesn’t surprise any of us.  We’ll plan the 

next two services 
taking into 
consideration these 
thoughts and ideas. 

Please come to the next 
experimental worship 
service on Sunday, May 
6, at 5 p.m.  This 
service will incorporate 
some of the feedback we received, plus 
some ideas we’re kicking around.  Then 
stay for dinner and another feedback 
session as we work together to create a 
meaningful, grace-filled alternative service.  
(Can’t make it?  Join us for the final 
experimental service on June 10.)  

Thank you to all of those who made our 
first Experiment happen!  

Are you ready for some fun?!   

Cleaning Out Your Closet and 
Garage is Fun!  Bring your "treasures” to 
church beginning Monday, May 14, 
through Wednesday, May 16, 
from noon to 8 p.m.  Clothes 
should be on hangers 
(available in the coat closet 
across from the CLC.)  If you 
need large furniture-type 
items picked up, let us know!  
All household items must be 
clean and in working order.  No 
mattresses, TVs, VCRs, printers, car seats, 
or exercise equipment please.  No 
donations will be accepted on Thursday! 

Helping Out is Fun, Too!  You can help 
with set-up on Monday, May 14, sorting 
and arranging on Monday through 

Wednesday, and pricing items on 
Thursday.  You can also bring goodies 
for the bake sale, work the sale (lunch and 
snacks are provided), or help clean-up on 

Saturday, noon to 3 p.m.   
Contact the church office if 
you need childcare while you 
work.  Sign-up sheets are 
available on the Information 
Station, or you can email your 
availability to 
bethel@bethelnorthfield.org.  
Youth are always welcome! 

And be sure to shop at the sale - and 
invite your friends and neighbors! 

If you have any questions, contact the 
“Garage Sale Gang”:  Bonnie (645-5820), 
Judy (645-5154), Juley (645-4558), and 
Marilyn (663-6068). 
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BETHEL U IN MAY 

Faithful Parenting, in the CLC 
Classroom, with Tim and Wanda Larsen, 
and Rose and Dale Turnacliff  
How do we pass on faith to our 

children?  This is a question 
Bethel cares about deeply.  In 
“Faithful Parenting,” we will 
gather to discuss what it means 
to be a faithful parent and how 
prayer, conversations with our 

children, acts of service, rituals & 
traditions can make an impact as they 
change and grow.  Join us as we learn 
from and support one another on this 
journey!   

The following classes will be held on 
Sundays, May 6, 13, and 20: 

Explore:  Discipleship, in the Fireside 
Room, with Mike & Sandy 
Ahrens, Roger & Vikki Van 
Veldhuizen, and friends 
What does it mean to be a 
disciple?  To put it simply, a 
disciple of Jesus is someone 
who follows Jesus.  This class will help 
us deepen our journey with Jesus, and 
in so doing, strengthen our 
relationships, bring inner peace, and 
give us hope.  We hope you will join us 
as we grow in our relationship with 
Jesus.   

Inspiring Talks – Real 
Conversations, in the Youth Room, with 
Mark Carson, Brian Jermeland, and 
Justin Stets 
In these sessions, participants will 
collectively listen to short TED talks/
presentations from leaders in diverse 
fields of work.  The topics will be 
selected based on their ability to engage   
Bethel members in a lively exchange of 
ideas and authentic conversations.  You 
will leave each session with some 
content that will challenge you to think, 
live, and perhaps see the world from a 
different perspective.  We hope you’ll 
be a part of it! 

WHAT GOOD IS THE GARAGE SALE? 

the SE MN Synod, the WELCA 
scholarship fund, purchasing camping 
gear for CAC campers, and shipping 
the Bethel-made quilts to Lutheran 
World Relief.   

Bethel also benefited from the garage 
sale earnings.  Nearly $6,700 purchased 
a mixer and steamer for the kitchen 
and launched the new website. 

Beyond all the good the garage sale 
does, it gives us each the chance to part 
with things we no longer need and to 
shop for other items.   

It is the Bethel community "camp" for 
the week of May 14-19.  Join the fun, 
and in the process help the community.   

The Bethel Garage Sale is soon upon 
us!  Have you stopped to think about 
all the good the garage sale does for 
our church and the community?  Last 
year, the sale benefited many: 

In the local and larger community, a 
total of nearly $7,400 was given to 
Ruth's House (a home for victims of 
domestic violence), Good Earth Village 
(SE MN church camp), Operation 
Backpack (providing backpacks and 
supplies to local school children in 
need), Bethel’s Good Samaritan Fund, 
Greenvale Community School supper, 
Greenvale Community School after 
school snacks, Lutheran Social Service, 
ELCA Disaster Relief, HealthFinders, 

ALL GOOD THINGS… 
...must come to an end, at least for 
now.  Here are the “last days” coming 
up in May and June: 

Adult choir rehearsal - Wednesday, 
May 16 

5th Grade CAT Class – Wednesday, 
May 30 

BAM – Wednesday, May 23 

Bistro – Wednesday, May 9 

Brio rehearsal - Wednesday, May 16 

Hi-League - Wednesday, May 6 

Resonance rehearsal - Wednesday, 
May 16 

Sunday School – May 20 

Last day of our school year worship 
schedule – June 3.  Join us on June 10 
and throughout the summer at 8:30 or 
10 a.m. for worship with Holy Com-
munion.  The nursery remains open 
throughout the summer. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO TWO BETHEL 
5TH GRADE SINGERS 
Two Carol Choir 5th graders, Claire Casson and Raine Scheuble, have been 
chosen out of 400 auditions to participate in the 2018 MN 4-5-6 Girls Honor 
Choir.  This event is sponsored by the MN American Choral Directors 
Association.  Both girls recorded the required singing audition and will participate 
in an all-day event on Saturday, May 5, at St. Andrew's Lutheran Church in 
Mahtomedi.  They will work with a guest conductor for the day, along with 150 
other girls, on six choral selections.  The day will end with a concert including the 
Girls and Boys Honor Choirs.  Congrats to Claire and Raine on this big honor! 

https://maps.google.com/?q=2018+MN+4&entry=gmail&source=g
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Dear Partners,  

In case you missed it, Candy Nordine, 
Bethel’s volunteer coordinator, shared 
some interesting statistics with us 
during worship on April 29: 

On any given week during the school 
year, volunteers offer almost 300 hours 
of their time to activities in, for, and 
sponsored by Bethel.  These include 
BAM, worship servants, Meals on 
Wheels, altar guild, teachers, music 
rehearsals, and much more.  Over the 
course of a year, these activities add up 
to almost 11,500 hours! 

Then Candy figured in all the folks 
who volunteer their time and talents on 
a monthly basis, for things like 
BeFriending, committees, and quilting.  
These activities accounted for nearly 
another 2,000 hours.  

FROM THE SENIOR PASTOR... 
Then there are the activities that come 
around periodically, or once a year - 
like retreats, the Garage Sale, 
Thursday’s Table, the Valentine’s 
Dinner, mentoring, the plant sale, and 
so much more.  These totaled another 
4,200 hours. 

The total compilation amounted to 
(where’s a drumroll when you need it?) 

17,656 volunteer hours 
or 

735 whole days 
or 

2.2 YEARS 
And that’s if folks were working 
around the clock! 

My friends, these numbers don’t really 
tell the story of volunteering at Bethel - 
the story is in the relationships, work, 
fun, growth, care, praise, prayer and 
worship that these numbers represent. 

Thank you, whether you volunteered 
for one of these hours, or 100 of these 
hours.   

Thank you for all the care and effort 
you bring to making Bethel the 
dynamic place that it is. 

Thank you for being willing to share 
your very precious gifts of time and 
talent. 

Thank you for being signs of God’s 
kingdom breaking forth here at Bethel, 
in Northfield, and in the world. 

Your Partner In Christ,  

CAMPING FOR FATHER’S DAY 
Bethel is going camping over Father’s Day Weekend at Camp Maiden Rock West 
outside of Morristown.  The cost is $45 per night and an additional charge of 
$20.00 per night to have a tent on the same site with adult children in it.  Each site 
has water and electric hookups.  (There are primitive sites available, too.)  The 
sites are near the main campground building, which has showers and restrooms 
available.    

The campground has a swimming pool, a playground, mini
-golf and disc golf.  The campground is located along the 
Sakatah Bike Trail, and there are bike rentals available.  
There will be a scavenger hunt on Saturday, and a live 
band Saturday night. 

Please contact Roger or Vikki Van Veldhuizen as soon as 
possible if you are interested in joining the fun at 952-652-
2440.   

SPRING MUSIC 
FESTIVAL SUNDAY 
This year’s Spring Music Festival will 
be held on Pentecost Sunday, May 20, 
with the theme “Send us Your Spirit.”   

THANK YOU, BARB! 
Barb Henwood, one of our 
receptionists, is retiring from Bethel 
and moving on to other adventures. 

Thank you, Barb, for bringing your  
time and talent to our front desk! 

Bethel kids making a paper chain to 
represent the thousands of volunteer 
hours from Bethelites each year. 
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In fact, the offering is also larger than 
any Thanksgiving offering and the 
largest special offering by over $1,000 
in the last 5 years.  Only Christmas 
2012 was larger (at over $7,475).  
Incredible!  Thank you for all that you 
give, Bethel! 

~ Nichole Porath, Church Accountant 

Bring your denim (jackets, skirts, jeans, 
extra fabric, etc.) to the 3R station at 
Bethel on or before May 20 and we will 
collect any unwanted denim and get it 

to a Madewell store for 
upcycling.  

For more details regarding 
the Blue Jeans Go Green 
program visit:  

bluejeansgogreen.org.  If you miss the 
Bethel collection, you can bring your 
denim to any Madewell store.   

From the book Your New Money Mindset 
by Brad Hewitt and James Moline 

Generosity Now 

“The world of the generous gets larger and 
larger; the world of the stingy gets smaller 
and smaller.”  Proverbs 11:24 (The 
Message translation) 

When we act with generosity, our 
world expands; when we succumb to 
stinginess, our lives shrivel.  Again and 
again we have been challenged to 
choose between living openheartedly 
or tightfistedly, and whenever we have 
resisted our natural desires and chosen 
to act with generosity, we have seen 
our relationships, work and overall 
contentment expand.  [We] are stingy 
by nature.  Our parents and other 
elders who grew up in the post-

FROM OUR STEWARDSHIP TEAM 
Depression era taught 
us the phrase, “We 
can’t afford that.”  Deeply ingrained in 
our sensibilities is the desire to hang on 
to “my” stuff for a proverbial rainy 
day.  But we have discovered this: 
whenever we tighten our grasp, we 
invariably lose our grip. 

The belief that we genuinely “own” our 
possessions is simply an illusion and a 
lie.  That’s why we find the idea of the 
Give Away so compelling.  Jesus said 
more than once that the lilies and birds 
should be our example.  They don’t 
fret about their existence.  They own 
nothing.  Yet they contribute an 
awesome beauty to everything around 
them.  Who among us can say that 
about our lives? 

Do you have old jeans or denim 
that you don’t know what to do 
with?  If they aren’t suitable for 
donating and you already have enough 
rags, please consider keeping 
them out of the landfill by 
having them recycled into 
insulation!  The Blue Jeans Go 
Green programTM will upcycle 
your unwanted denim into cotton fiber 
insulation to be installed in homes and 
buildings across the country.  The 
denim can be in any condition (holes, 
stains, etc.) and button/snaps need not 
be removed.    

CREATION CARE TIP OF THE MONTH THANK YOU, BETHEL! 
The MN March Food 
Share campaign has 
once again come to an 
end.  This year over 20 
enthusiastic 
“gumshoes” had lots 
of fun answering the 

many questions we always have about 
the Bethel March Food Drive.  
However, we all know there is one big 
unanswered question left....How much 
did we raise?  Each year as I decide on 
a goal, I almost feel guilty for setting it 
at such a large amount and wonder if I 
am asking too much from all of you.  
Yet each year our talented and 
enthusiastic young people somehow 
manage to inspire us all to go above 
and beyond.  And this year is no 
exception, in fact, we raised the largest 
amount yet of over 19,500 dollars and 
pounds! 

I am continually amazed and grateful 
for all of your compassion and 
generosity which helps model to our 
youth and the community how working 
together we can make such a large 
impact in helping others.  I also want to 
give a huge thank you to Dean 
Neuburger and Megan Engel for their 
video and musical expertise along with 
their eagerness to help out in the 
creation of our musical video!  As 
Pastor Becca stated in her message in 
the April Banner, for compassion to be 
most effective, it has to be collective.  
Alone we can make a splash, but with 
God as our source, together we can 
change the world.  That is what I love 
about Bethel most, we continue to join 
together serving others and being the 
living body of Christ.  Thank you again 
for all of your support! 

~ Cindy Kreis, Bethel March Food Share/
YES Team Coordinator 

Our Easter offering this year totaled 
$7,015 - the largest Easter offering 
Bethel has ever received.  The offering 
benefitted a new Lutheran Church in 
South Sudan.    

Bethel’s blood drive in March resulted 
in 33 units donated - potentially saving 
91 lives!  Wow!  Thank you to our 31 
donors, including one first-time donor! 

~ Karen Mader & Lisa McDermott 



 

 

1st Corinthians, Bethel’s on-going 
confidential support group for support 
givers and receivers, meets this month 
on Thursday, May 17, at 2 p.m. in 
Classroom 62.  New participants are 
most welcome.  Here you will find 
others who share concerns and joys of 
being a caregiver or a care receiver. 
Members presently participating gain 
empathy, support and helpful 
information from one another.  All are 
blessed by the Holy Spirit’s presence in 
and through one another.   

The Face-It Men’s Depression 
Support Group meets at Bethel every 
other Monday from 6-8 p.m. and every 
other Wednesday from 9-11 a.m. in 
Room 62.  (Check the Bethel calendar 
on page 15 for dates.)  For more 
information, please contact Dan at 763-
218-9895. 

Bethel’s Senior Sunday Service is 
planned for the 8:30 a.m. worship 
service on Sunday, June 3, in the Bethel 
sanctuary.  Please mark your calendars 
and plan to join us in honoring our 
Bethel seniors and parents. 

BETHEL NEWS 

MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR... 
June 2 ~ Senior Sunday 

June 24 ~ Worship at Red Barn 

November 11 ~ Bethel Blood Drive 
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BISTRO MENU 
Come for dinner on Wednesdays, 5:30-
6:30 p.m., in the CLC.  The suggested 
donation is $3/person and the 
fellowship is priceless! 

May 2  Grilled Cheese & Soup 
May 9 Shepherd’s Pie 

Gluten-free dinners are available by 
contacting our head chef, Roger Van 
Veldhuizen, by Tuesday night. 

Fellowship Fun 
LADIES NIGHT OUT 
After getting snowed out in April, 
Ladies Night Out will meet on Sunday, 
May 6, at Fielder’s Choice at 5 p.m. for 
dinner, then at 6:30 will go to Canvas 
Church’s W Night at Northfield High 
School.  Please sign up by May 1 so 
our group can plan accordingly!  Can’t 
join us for the whole evening?  Come 
for what you can!  Questions?  Contact 
Maren Bahler or Juley Jenkinson.  

VISION SEEKERS  
Our men’s fellowship group will meet 
on Monday, May 21, at Bo Aylin's 
house (700 Turnberry Lane, 
Northfield).  The "early to bed" group 
arrives at 7:30 p.m., and the "Night 
Owls" arrive around 8:30 p.m.  Come 
for the pool table, foosball, TV and 
good fellowship with no agenda.  Bring 
your own beverage or a few dollars to 
reimburse for beverages on hand. 

BETHEL WOMEN 
HAVING FUN 

Bethel women get together almost 
every month for fun fellowship 
activities.  You’re welcome to join the 
group any time!  Sign up for each 
activity at the Information Station. 

May 18-19 ~ The Great Bethel Garage 
Sale 

Tuesday, August 21 ~ Salad/Dessert 
Potluck at Lu Lindstrom’s 

Contact Lu Lindstrom or Judy Code 
for more information. 

The Bethel Banner is published monthly 
as a ministry of Bethel Lutheran Church 
of Northfield, Minnesota.  The 
congregation is invited to submit 
articles to the church office.  Articles 
are due by the 15th of each month.  
Questions, suggestions, or comments?  
Contact editor Lisa McDermott at 
lmcdermott@bethelnorthfield.org, by 
phone at 645-0740, or call the church 
office at 786-6674. 

A MEASURE OF OUR COMMITMENT 

March Worship Attendance average per Sunday 

2015 2016 2017 2018 

435 603 440 442 

Average Year-to-date Worship Attendance 

2015 2016 2017 2018 

452 525 484 424 

RED BARN WORSHIP 
Save the date:  Bethel is heading to 
the Red Barn on Sunday, June 24, with 
worship at 10:30 a.m. with pizza to 
follow.  Family friendly activities, great 
music, food and fellowship, worship - 
what could be a better way to celebrate 
summer?!  
Pizza will be 
served from 
whenever 
worship ends 
(11:30?) - 
1 p.m.  Look 
for details in 
the June 
Banner. 

tel:(763)%20218-9895


 

 

Children’s Ministry 
Road Maps ~ Our 
annual children’s 
ministry registration mailing for 
families of children who will be three 
years old before September 1 through 
grade 5 (2018-19) is now available.  
This is our one stop registration for all 
children’s ministries for the 2018-19 
school year at Bethel.  Please help us in 
our planning and preparations by 
returning your Road Map registration 
packet to the church office by May 20.  
Extra packets are available for friends, 
neighbors and visitors in the church 
office, on the Information Table in the 
Narthex or on our Bethel website. 

There are many opportunities at Bethel 

for getting to know our Bethel 
children from serving as a Sunday 
School teacher for the entire year to 
serving as a snack time monitor in 
BAM for 15 minutes on a Wednesday 
afternoon.  Please consider offering 
your time and talent to the children’s 
ministries of Bethel.  Whether you have 
children in your home or not, whether 
you have an hour a week or fifteen 
minutes a year, there is a place for you.  
Please indicate your interest on the 
Time and Talent form that was sent 
out in April or contact Pam Vig to find 
out how you might share your gifts 
with the children of Bethel during the 
2018-19 school year. 

Vacation Bible School 2018 – 
Rolling River Rampage!  Sponsored by 
Bethel, Emmaus, St. John’s and St. Peter’s  
June 11-14, 9-11:30 a.m. at Bethel for 
students who will be 3 years old by 
September 1, 2018 through those who 
have completed 2nd grade (2017-18 
school year).  $15 per student $30 
maximum per family.  Registration 
information is available on the 
Information Table in the Narthex.  

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY 
UPDATE 
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Children ~ Families ~ Disciples ~ Children ~ Families ~ Disciples 

Pam Vig, Director of  
Children’s Ministries 

786-8878 
pvig@bethelnorthfield.org 

SUNDAY FUN-DAYS IN MAY: 

May 6:  Sharing Day! 
Of course we know that it is important 
to share, but today we will put that to 
the test.  Bring one of your favorite 
toys from home and have fun sharing 
with and showing the rest of the 
nursery what makes your toy so fun 
and special!!! 

May 13:  WE ♥ MOM! 
Let's celebrate our wonderful moms 
and let them know how much we l♥ve 
them!  We will be creating a very special 
surprise for all of the nursery mamas, 
but SHHHHHHH!, don't tell them. 

May 20:  Outside Play Day! 
Let's head outside for a morning full of 
FUN!  We will kick of the warmer 
weather with sidewalk chalk, bubbles, 
balls, and games....ALL OUTSIDE!!!!   

May 27:  Movie Morning! 
Bring your favorite stuffed friend, and 
even your blanket and pillow, and get 
ready to spend the morning watching a 
MOVIE!  We will even feed you 
popcorn for breakfast!   

NURSERY NOTES 

Juley Jenkinson, 
Nursery Coordinator 

786-6674 
jjenkinson@bethelnorthfield.org 

NURSERY BAKE 
SALE ~ Our annual 
bake sale is on Sunday, May 13, 
(Mother’s Day) and we need your help!  
We are looking for: 

 Bakers or buyers to donate 
homemade or purchased baked 
goods. 

 Packagers to help get the goodies 
ready to sell the morning of the sale. 

 Workers to help run the sale 
throughout the morning. 

 And, of course, BUYERS!!!  To 
purchase the treats and help support 
our nursery. 

A sign-up sheet can be found on the 
nursery counter.  Thanks for your help! 

Online registration is available on the 
Bethel website. 

Good Earth Village Day Camp  
Sponsored by Bethel, St. John’s and St. Peter’s  
August 6-10 at St. Peter’s Lutheran 
Church for students who have 
completed Kindergarten-Grade 5 in the 
2017-18 school year.  Cost and time are 

still being determined.  More details will 
be coming in our weekly Children’s 
Ministry emails.  



 

 

† Senior picture 

† Baby or child picture 

† Paragraph about a treasured 
Bethel memory 

† Your future plans for next year 

 Senior Sunday ~ Bethel’s Senior 
Sunday Service is planned for the 
8:30 worship service on Sunday, 
June 3, in the Bethel sanctuary.  
Parents and seniors, please meet in 
the Bethel Youth Center at 8 a.m. 
that morning. 

Hang Time ~ The Senior Send-off 
Barbecue will be held at Barb 
Farmer’s home on Sunday, May 6, at 
6:30 p.m.  All 10th – 12th grade youth 
are invited to a barbecue to help send 
our Bethel seniors on their way with 
lots of fun and good wishes.  Details 
have been sent by email.  Please 
R.S.V.P. by Wednesday, May 2, and 
bring $10 for the cost of the meal. 

Summer Trippers ~  

 Please remember – your trip forms 
are due now.   

 Your final trip payment will be 
due on June 15.  You will receive a 
Summer Trip Recap at the end of 
May that will itemize your 

The Annual Scoop (lime green 
packet) is now available to all Bethel 
youth and parents!  Pick it up at a table 
in the Narthex and help Bethel save 
mailing costs.  Please think about how 
you plan to be involved next year in 
Bethel's youth ministry for the 2018-19 
school year and return your completed 
registration packet promptly by May 
20.  Your help with this makes a huge 
difference in our planning for the fall.  
Thank you!  

Senior Happenings: 

 Senior Sunday Planning Meeting 
~ All Bethel seniors are asked to 
meet in the Bethel Youth Center 
before Hang Time at 6 p.m. on 
Wednesday, May 2, to begin 
planning your Senior Sunday 
service.  Come with your ideas to 
help make this a special worship in 
celebration of your graduation!  

 Senior Send-off BBQ – yes, in 
honor of you!  See details in the 
High School info below. 

 The following items were due to 
Barb on Sunday April 22, at the 
Senior Stepping Stones Retreat.  If 
you haven’t turned them in, please 
do so as soon as possible: 

Youth DISCIPLESHIP:  Serving, Growing, Welcoming, Caring! 

Barb Farmer, Director of  
Youth Ministries 

786-8877 
bfarmer@bethelnorthfield.org 

FROM THE SCRIP TABLE... 
Warmer weather is upon us so now is the time to let Scrip continue 
to work for you as you plan your summer garden, purchase a tiller or 
lawn mower, purchase plants and seeds or new patio furniture.  Scrip is available 
from many retailers so the choice is yours:  Home Depot, Lowe's, Menard's, 
Target, WalMart/Sam’s Club and more.  Also, purchasing a card every week or 
two helps budget out these purchases. 

Remember too to plan ahead for those spring birthdays, graduations and 
graduation parties by ordering your Scrip cards at least two weeks ahead. Scrip 
cards can also be purchased for the Good Samaritan Fund any Sunday; just leave 
them at the Scrip table and we will get them to the right place. 

Think Spring and think Scrip! 

WHAT'S HAPPENING IN YOUTH MINISTRY? 
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fundraiser 
earnings and 
state your 
final balance.   

The last day of Sunday school is 
coming up on Sunday, May 20.  Yes, 
how the time flies!  All youth and 
teachers will meet in the Bethel Youth 
Center at 9:30 to celebrate our 
teachers, then go to your classrooms 
for the remainder of the hour. 

May Fundraisers coming up – watch 
for details by email: 

 Flower Sale Info ~ 

† Plants will be delivered to Bethel 
on Friday, May 11, between 4 
and 7 p.m.  Please meet in the 
Bethel Youth Center if you are 
signed up to help unload plants.  

† All youth who sold plants may 
pick up your orders the next 
morning, Saturday, May 12, 
between 8 and 10 a.m.  Please 
remember that you are 
responsible for delivering the 
plants you sold.   

 Information will be sent by email 
early in May for the annual Bethel 
WELCA Bethel Garage Sale.  It’s 
a great chance to earn money for 
next summer's trip and be of service 
to our congregation at the same 
time.  Help is needed on 
Wednesday, May 16, and Saturday, 
May 19, and 2-3 hour work shifts 
will be available for youth who want 
to earn money toward their summer 
trips.  As in the past, there will be a 
limited number of spaces for this 
fundraiser - so plan to sign up early! 



 

 

BEFRIENDING By Marci Groenewold 

“Jesus loves the little children, all the children 
of the world…all are precious in his sight. 
Jesus loves the little children of the world.”  

These simple lyrics to a children’s song 
remind us of the importance of 
children.  We are all very busy. 
Sometimes it’s hard to slow down and 
listen to our littlest ones.  Young 
children often cannot express 
themselves with words and in order to 
get noticed they resort to whatever 
behavior gets their adult’s attention. 
They are then labeled as “good” or 
“bad” depending upon which behavior 
got them noticed. 

Some parents teach their babies sign 
language.  By giving the child a means 
to communicate before their language 
skills develop, the transition from 
babyhood to toddlerhood is sometimes 

Individual students often expressed to 
counselors that they felt they were the 
only ones going through severe 
anxieties or bouts of depression.  They 
thus felt isolated and lonely.  This 
psychological separation of these 
students from what they thought was 
“normal” life on campus fostered their 
turning inward with their fears, sadness 
and anxieties.  Such self-focusing not 
only negatively affected their own 
health but also the well-being of their 
friends who were consequently also 
robbed of knowing what “normal” life 
is really like. 

I understand from my own daily “older 
adult” experiences and from the 
research that, just as with college 
students, when there is little sharing of 
what life is really like for us, the normal 
dilemmas of aging can prompt a similar 
sense of being lonely, feeling out of 
place, inadequate to the expectations of 
life, and a sense of not mattering any 
more. 

On Easter Sunday, a Bethel member 
asked me if I had read the March 19 
Time Magazine article on the increasing 
levels of depression and anxiety among 
students in colleges and universities?  I 
told my friend that I would look into it. 

The Time article was indeed alarming.  
It documented increasing mental 
difficulties among college students 
amidst inadequate professional staffing.  
The article discussed therapy and 
treatment models, but there was little 
to help me better understand causes 
and contexts for this crisis.   

I know enough about mental illness 
and therapy to know that “if you don’t 
know the territory, don’t pretend that 
you do.”  So, even though I spent 
much of my work life with college 
students, I certainly don’t know their 
contemporary “territory”.  However, as 
an older adult, the Time article 
discussed several issues that caught my 
eye. 

smoother.  Some authors suggest a 
child needs their parents’ time, 
attention, and direction for the first 15 
years of their lives.  Psychologists 
recognize the transitions from baby to 
toddler, toddler to childhood, 
childhood to adolescence, and 
adolescence to adulthood are critical to 
raising healthy children. 

Recently, I stopped by the daycare to 
pick our 21-month old grandson for 
the first time.  Our son made the final 
arrangements with the daycare provider 
on speakerphone.  When the call 
ended, Charlie burst into tears.  These 
tears could have been ignored and 
Charlie forcibly taken to the car. 
Instead, a phone call was made to dad 
again.  Now the details of what was 
going to happen were presented 
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Relief from severe anxiety can have its 
start in cultural and community 
dynamics as practiced in a church or a 
college community.  In other words, 
finding relief from anxiety by some 
people can involve personal 
engagement in fomenting positive 
community relationships by other 
people (this is where expressing 
gratitude to others really helps build 
community). 

It’s a washing your neighbor’s feet sort 
of thing.  During Holy Week at Bethel, 
as a recognition that all of life is 
potentially Jesus’ classroom, we 
watched live demonstrations of Christ’s 
last message to us – to treat others as 
we would be treated -- with love.   

As Christians who notice what Jesus 
does, we too know what to do. 

directly to Charlie.  With a 
nod of his head and his word for yes 
(“dep”), Charlie was immediately calm. 
Charlie understood the plan and 
cooperated.  Charlie had been heard. 

While not all conversations with 
children end so simply, all children 
need to be heard and recognized for 
the precious gifts they are. 

Blessings from Bethel's Befrienders  

† 

A core Befriender principle: “Active 
Listening.”  For more information, call 
Marci Groenewold, (507-649-0760), 
Knight Stanley (612-877-0893), Myrna 
Luehmann (507-951-7112), or the 
Bethel office (786-6674).   

 

 

WASHING YOUR NEIGHBOR’S FEET:  JESUS’ CLASSROOM  By Bruce Roberts 



 

 

Northfield ID is about to launch, 
donations are needed to help those 
who have difficulty adding the $15 fee 
to already strained budgets.  The ID, 
which will be issued from the 
Northfield Public Library, also includes 
a booklet of discounts from local 
business.  Donations to Neighbors 
United, which spearheaded this project, 
can be sent in any amount c/o Mar 
Valdecantos, 6 Fareway Drive, 
Northfield, or online at 
www.youcaring.com/
northfieldcityprogram-1150509.  

The Bread for the World  campaign 
2018 is “For Such a Time As This.”  
The major concern is the renewal of 
the Farm Bill, which supports farmers 
and food supplement programs.  At 
present, Minnesota’s congressional 
representatives are in a holding pattern 
on this committee.  However, Bread 
members and friends are encouraged to 
write Senators and Representatives 
about protecting and investing in key 
programs that both support and 
protect the needs of hungry and low 
income citizens.  There will be a table 
and model letters for you to sign and 
send on Sunday, May 13.   

On Sunday, May 6, Mission and Justice 
will host the Among the Ministries 
Table.  We will celebrate the many 
outreach initiatives Bethel has 
supported this year – certainly a banner 
year for generosity.  In addition we will 
introduce a new brochure that 
highlights all the ministries under 
Mission and Justice.   

Look for live chickens who will 
attend church for the first time to 

highlight the Main Street Project, a 
Northfield non-profit which has been 
working to create pathways out of 
poverty for the growing numbers of 
rural Latino immigrants relegated to 
working in low-wage farm and food 
industry jobs, with no benefits and no 
future.  In 2010, they began 
development of a new model for 
producing free-range poultry as part of 
a sustainable regional food system that 
would be accessible to aspiring 
immigrants and other limited resource 
farmers.  You can buy into their CSA 
to receive free-range chickens in the 
same way some do with vegetables or 
other items through other local CSAs.  

The Northfield ID program needs 
your support.  Now that the 

FROM THE MISSION & JUSTICE COMMITTEE 
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established, and the Building 
Committee had drafted a basic 
expansion plan based on input from 
the congregation.  And to buy time, the 
Worship Committee was studying even 
more ways to accommodate more 
worshipers on a Sunday morning.  It 
was the opinion expressed by many 
Bethelites that Bethel was growing!  
But the entire Bethel congregation did 
not share the opinion that growing and 
building is God’s plan for Bethel. 

Bethel’s focus on the youth was one 
area that never seemed to waiver.  
More on this story next month. 

To be continued... 

It is 1991.  It was the congregation’s 
directive that Bethel bring new focus to 
God’s work and Bethel’s Mission…and 
it started with the fall Stewardship 
program. 

The program for 1991 used the theme 
“A Commitment to Grow for the 
Glory of God.”  Numerous “pie and 
coffee meetings” were held in the 
homes of the congregation.  It was 
considered a success with 132 pledges 
totaling $178,294.   

And 1991 also was a decision point for 
Bethel to “building or not build”.  The 
Fund Drive Committee was firmly 

THE HISTORY OF BETHEL:  THE ‘90s 
By Noel Stratmoen 

WHAT’S NEW IN THE 
LIBRARY? 

May featured author: 
Sharon Garlough Brown 
~ The Sensible Shoes series is 
the story of four very different women 
who show up at a retreat center and 
become enduring friends and fellow 
travelers on a journey of spiritual 
formation.  The characters range from 
a young, newly married PhD student, a 
single associate minister on sabbatical, 
a widowed empty-nester who recently 
buried her mother, and a mom in the 
midst of a messy home life and 
subsequent divorce.  On the surface, 
these women have little in common as 
they are in different phases and 
decades of their lives.  What they do 
have in common is the deep challenges 
they face and their desire to improve 
their Christian spiritual lives.  This 
desire leads them to form “The 
Sensible Shoes Club,” a support group 
that continues the work they began at 
the retreat.  

Unlike non-fiction books about prayer 
practices, the reader witnesses the four 
women actually practicing new and old 
Christian prayer practices as a means to 
grow and change.  We also witness 
their meetings on a regular basis to 
pray together, support each other and 
talk about their lives and their faith.   

What takes this book to another level 
entirely is the fact that while it is 
fiction, it teaches and guides the reader 
as well as any non-fiction book on the 
spiritual life.  She also provides a 
“Companion Prayer Guide” and 
“Journey to the Cross” meditations at 
the end of each book as a practical 
application for the reader 

Sensible Shoes, Two Steps Forward, Barefoot, 
and An Extra Mile are the four titles 
making up the series.  Look for them 
on the shelves of Bethel Library. 
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FISCAL HEALTH as of March 31, 2018 
     

ACTUAL 
March 2018 

YEAR TO DATE   

        

Actual Budget 
Fav (Unfav) 

Variance 
Annual 
Budget 

Revenue         

  Total Revenue  $78,215   $271,582   $277,096   $(5,515)  $974,000  

Expenses         

  Personnel  $58,483   $167,909   $172,540   $4,631   $708,653  

  Trustee  16,471   29,014   28,026   (988)  77,385  

  Benevolence  11,210   18,527   18,536   9   61,075  

  Mortgage/Reserves  3,231   9,693   9,693   (0)  38,776  

  Youth Formation  2,050   5,502   8,063   2,561   35,650  

  Administration  2,436   4,191   11,470   7,279   30,281  

  Adult Formation (negative denotes income)  (313)  (251)  1,875   2,126   7,485  

  Worship  1,065   1,947   2,053   106   7,050  

  Stewardship  481   896   1,260   364   5,045  

  Congregational Life (negative denotes income)  (178)  (1,355)  648   2,003   2,600  

  Total Expenses  $94,938   $236,076   $254,164   $18,088   $974,000  

Net Income (Loss)  $(16,722)  $35,505  $22,932   $12,573   0*  

           

  *We always budget our revenue to meet expenses.         
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OPERATING RESULTS SUMMARY 
Expenses exceeded revenue by $17k in March.  A net loss of $6k was expected this month. 

Net Income 
$17k net loss vs. $6k net loss budgeted.  YTD $36k net income vs. $23k budgeted. 

Revenue 
$78k actual vs. $93k budgeted.  YTD revenue is $272k. vs $277k budgeted.  YTD actual and budget revenue are both high as 
we have received numerous prepaid and lump sum contributions due to the changed tax laws. 

Expense 
$95k actual vs. $99k budgeted.  YTD $236k actual vs. 254k budgeted.  YTD lower Youth Formation and Administration 
(timing), and Congregational Life and Adult Formation expenses that were actually income:  invoice timing and retreat 
expense timing.  Snowplowing expense has been much larger than budgeted. 

Mortgage balance at March 31, 2018:  $315,869 Nichole Porath, 
Director of Finance 

786-6687 
nporath@bethelnorthfield.org 

Our highest governing unit, the Conference of 
Bishops of the ELCA met in March of this 
year.  It is interesting to know what they 
consider to be of importance.  Following is a 
summary of our Presiding Bishop Elizabeth 
Eaton’s opening remarks: 

Meeting under the theme “To Claim 
and Test Our Heritage,” the 
Conference of Bishops of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA) engaged in 
discussions around two key priorities 
for this church:  congregational vitality 
and leadership.  The conference, which 
met March 1-6, is an advisory body of 
the ELCA that includes 65 synod 
bishops, the presiding bishop and the 
secretary. 

In her report to the conference, ELCA 
Presiding Bishop Elizabeth A. Eaton 
stressed the importance of upholding 
the foundation of the Lutheran church. 
Eaton addressed this through the lens 
of the four main emphases that provide 
the framework for the work happening 

across this church:  We are church; 
we are Lutheran; we are church 

MISSION INTERPRETER By Lois  Stratmoen 

together; we are church for the 
sake of the world. 

“When we say we’re church, we say, 
therefore, our foundation is Christ and 
we gather around word and 
sacrament,” Eaton said.  “That’s 
foundational.  We want people to go to 
church, be faithful in the use of the 
means of grace and pray without 
ceasing.  We need to get back to 
basics.” 

Speaking to the second emphasis, “we 
are Lutheran,”  Eaton underscored the 
Lutheran understanding that “in the 
suffering and death of Jesus, through 
grace and faith, we live in the promise 
of the resurrection.”  Eaton also 
asserted that the sacraments “are an 
important part of our life together. 
When we talk about baptism, it is with 
Luther’s rich understanding of baptism 
that informs and supports every part of 
our life.”  

Recalling the words of St. Paul, Eaton 
reflected on the third emphasis, “So, 
we who are many are one body in 

Christ, and individually, we are 
members one of another.”  “In 
baptism, we are incorporated into the 
body of Christ,” she said.  “How do we 
help our people understand that they 
are part of something greater than 
themselves?” 

Eaton connected the fourth emphasis 
to congregational vitality: “We’re 
church for the sake of the world.  How 
many of our congregations are just 
trying to hold on to their little patch of 
territory?  And that’s intentionally part 
of the congregational vitality piece – 
that we’re connected to God, we’re 
connected in our congregations, but 
we’re also connected with our 
communities.”  

In closing, Eaton told the conference 
she is willing to serve another six-year 
term as presiding bishop.  “If God and 
the church will have me, I’m willing to 
stand for election again,” she said. 

NOTE:  Additional information from this 
meeting of the Bishops will follow next month. 



 

 

 May 6 May 13 May 20 May 27 

Assist. Minister  
(8:30 a.m.) 

Carol Lysne Mike Ahrens Grace Casson Noel Stratmoen 

Assist. Minister  
(10:45 a.m.) 

One needed Christina Schwietz Jessica Labenski Knight Stanley 

Reader (8:30 a.m.) Kristi Huettl Jill Fisher Bethel Youth Ann Etter 

Reader (10:45 a.m.) Elizabeth Leer Alyce Nelson Bethel Youth Paula Mathison 

Acolytes (8:30 a.m.) Claire Casson, 
Allison Mathews  

Shelby Patterson, ?  Max Boardman, Jack Pribyl  n/a 

Acolytes (10:45 a.m.) Sophie Meyer, 
Aidan Molesky  

Garrett Muench, Ella Pagel  Noa Marohl, Alex Schuster  n/a 

Sacramental 
Ministers (8:30 a.m.) 

Mike and Sandy Ahrens, 
Wendell Arneson & Beth 
Christensen, Kitty 
Runzheimer 

Rose Turnacliff, Connie 
DeGrote, Sandy Ahrens, 
Carol Cole, Wayne Kivell 

Bethel Youth Abbie Meierbachtol, Marcia 
Omdahl, Sandy Reiman, 
Lois Stratmoen, Candy 
Nordine  

Sacramental 
Ministers (10:45 a.m.) 

Dan & Jan Foley, Renae 
Schuster, two needed 

Sharon Stoeck, Ben 
Chadwick, Renae Schuster, 
two needed 

Bethel Youth Renae Schuster, Ben 
Chadwick, Roger Van 
Veldhuizen, two needed 

Ushers (8:30 a.m.) Dale Turnacliff, Bob 
Vanderhoof, Harley Foster, 
Daryl Kuyper 

Gordon & Marilyn Kelley, 
Dave & Char Jacobsen 

Bethel Youth Steve Meierbachtol, Roger 
Glasgow, Larry Narhi, Kyle 
Nordine 

Ushers (10:45 a.m.) Steve & Carol O’Neill, two 
needed 

Four needed Bethel Youth Gerry & Carol 
Gengenbach, two needed 

Nametags (8:30 a.m.) Meghan Dimick, one needed Carl & Joan Behr Steve & Wanda Huettl Rod & Jean Miller 

Nametags 
(10:45 a.m.) 

Two needed Meghan Dimick, Karen 
Holz 

Steve & Wanda Huettl Bruce & Jan Roberts 

Greeters (8:30 a.m.) Susan Cabot, Kay Lee 
Henderson 

Susan Cabot, one needed Meghan Dimick, Kristen 
Cade 

Don & Bonnie Pavek 

Greeters (10:45 a.m.) Bruce & Jan Roberts Two needed Steve & Rhonda Reece Don & Bonnie Pavek 

Coffee Servers Brian & Kristen Anderson, 
Don & Bonnie Pavek, Joan 
& Carl Behr, Susan Cabot 

Susan Cabot, Pam Vig  four 
needed 

Rhonda Reece, Karen Holz, 
Rod & Jean Miller, Dwayne 
& Lori Cowdin 

Kay Lee Henderson, 
Dwayne & Lori Cowdin, 
Pam Vig, three needed 
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MAY WORSHIP SERVANTS 
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HOW DO I GET ON THE PRAYER CHAIN? 
If you or a loved one are in need of the prayers of your fellow Bethelites, 
contact the church office and request to be added to our email and phone 
prayer chain.  Your request may be as general or as specific as you prefer. 

If you wish to appear in the prayers in the weekly Banner, or in the Prayers 
of the Faithful during worship on Sunday, please request that also. 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MARCH CHURCH 
COUNCIL MEETING… 

CHURCH COUNCIL 
Brian Jermeland, President - 

bjermeland@charter.net 

Jill Fisher, Trustee - jillsberyl@gmail.com 

Kevin Fink, Financial Officer - 
kpfink@outlook.com 

Maren Bahler*, Personnel Officer - 
marenbahler@gmail.com 

Randy Peterson, Steward - 
randypeterson221@gmail.com 

Zach Bahler, At Large for Mission & Justice - 
zachary.j.bahler@gmail.com 

Peder Jothen*, At Large for Visual Arts - 
Jothen@stolaf.edu 

Wade Schulz, At Large for Kitchen 
Committee - woodyschulz@gmail.com 

Jen Rauk, At Large - jbrauk02@me.com 

CHECK THOSE 
EXPIRATION DATES 
Many thanks for all the ways that you 
support the Northfield FoodShelf, including 
bringing in non-perishable food.  When 
bringing food donations, be sure to check 
expiration dates.  Foods past their “use by” 
dates cannot be distributed by the FoodShelf 
and volunteers must use valuable time 
throwing them away.  Thank you! 

 
May 6 May 13 May 20 May 27 

Altar Care Rose & Dale Turnacliff One needed One needed Jerry & Andra Hamilton 

Communion  
Angels 

Candy Nordine Sharon Stoeck  Carol Cole Orpah Johnson 

A/V (8:30 a.m.) Lucas Hoekstra 
Nicholas Albright 

Lucas Hoekstra 
Nicholas Albright 

Mack Haines 
Ryan Mibus 

Mack Haines 
Sebastian Jenkinson 

A/V (10:45 a.m.) Madeline McDermott 
Will Schuerman 

Andrew Baumgartner 
Sebastian Jenkinson 

Madeline McDermott 
Will Schuerman 

Andrew Baumgartner 

MAY WORSHIP SERVANTS 

Pr. Tim notified that both the 8:30 and 10:45 services would be returning to 
one format starting in April. 

Plans are currently underway for the Experimental Worship services on 
April 15, May 6, and June 10. 

There will be another offering of the class The New Money Mindset this 
spring on Wednesday afternoons in April from 5:15—5:45 to try to reach 
the working younger crowd. 

A “Thank You” letter will be sent to the congregation regarding our current 
financial state. 

Synod Assembly attendees will include Pr. Tim, Pr. Becca and Brian 
Jermeland on May 5 & 6. 

There was a closed session to further discuss the position of Director of 
Children’s Ministry.  It was reported after the closed session that the council 
approved the position to be a 10 month 40 hours/week .8 FTE. 
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Discipleship through Spiritual Growth ~ Discipleship through Spiritual Growth ~ Discipleship through Spiritual Growth 

JOIN US FOR ADULT ED THIS MONTH! 
Babette's appreciation, an act of self-
sacrifice, and the community is elevated 
spiritually. 

Bethel Enneagram Group ~ 9:30-
10:30 a.m., meeting on April 12, in the 
Fireside Room.   
Our meetings continue on Thursday, 
May 10, at 9:30 a.m. in the Fireside 
Room, as we listen to The Enneagram 
and Grace CD lectures by Fr. Richard 
Rohr and Russ Hudson.  All are invited 
to these meetings and some knowledge 
of the enneagram is very helpful.  

 

FRIDAYS 

The Bethel WoW (Women of the 
Word) Bible Study group ~ in the 
Fireside Room, 8:30-10:15 a.m. weekly. 
WoW does not meet in May, but will 
resume their weekly meetings in June. 
For more information, contact Myrna 
Luehmann at (507) 951-7112.  

 

All of these discipleship opportunities 
welcome you to attend regularly, or as 
your schedule allows.  If you would 
like to lead a group or have a good 
idea for a class or topic, please 
contact the church office. 

TUESDAYS 

Lois Circle ~ 12 p.m. on the fourth 
Tuesday of each month in the Youth Room. 

Lydia Circle~ 7 p.m. on the second 
Tuesday of each month in the Fireside Room.  

 

THURSDAYS 

FaB ~ in the Fireside Room, 8:15-
9:15 a.m. weekly. 
Our FABulous ladies reading group 
will be reading Barbara Brown Taylor's 
book Learning to Walk in the Dark.  
Through her own life experiences, she 
is able to instruct and show  us how to 
find God even in darkness .  You are 
warmly invited to come and share 
fellowship and a lively life discussion!  
Curious? Drop in or call Judy 
Narhi,663-9080, or Kitty Runzheimer, 
645-2245.  (Please note we do not 
meet during garage sale prep week.)  

Men Of Bethel ~ in Room 62, 8:30-
9:30 a.m. weekly.   
Men of Bethel will conclude the year by 
watching and discussing the movie 
“Babette’s Feast.”  During the late 19th 
century, a strict religious community in 
a Danish village takes in a French 
refugee from the Franco-Prussian War 
as a servant and cook to the late 
pastor's daughters. After a number 
of years of service, the cook’s 
dedication lead to her spend all of 
her lottery winnings on a feast for 
the community. But, more than just 
a feast, the meal is an outpouring of 

New members and drop-ins are always 
welcome at our adult education 
opportunities.  Look for a complete 
listing of all of our groups in the Adult 
Formation booklet on the Information 
Station.  Here is a list of our weekly 
and monthly groups: 

SUNDAY EDUCATION HOUR 
9:45-10:30 a.m. 

Bethel U ~ in various locations  
Bethel U is our offering on Sunday 
mornings for Bethel 9th-12th graders 
and adults together.  See details on 
page 2.  Look for the current Bethel U 
catalogue on the Information Station.  
Classes in May: 

Explore:  Discipleship, Fireside 
Room, with Mike & Sandy Ahrens, Roger 
& Vikki Van Veldhuizen, and friends 

Faithful Parenting, CLC 
Classroom, with Tim and Wanda Larsen, 
and Rose and Dale Turnacliff  

Inspiring Talks – Real 
Conversations, Youth Room, with 
Mark Carson, Brian Jermeland, and 
Justin Stets 

Membership Matters ~ in the CLC 
with church staff, in October and April, noon 
~ If you are considering membership 
at Bethel, this pizza lunch and 
information session can help answer 
your questions.  Childcare is provided.   
 

MONDAYS 

Martha Circle ~ 9:30 a.m. on the third 
Monday of each month in the Fireside Room. 

Monday Evening Women’s Study 
~ every other Monday, 7-8:30 p.m., Wanda 
Playter’s house.  
For more information please contact 
Wanda or the church office. 

 

Happy Mother’s 
Day! 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 
1:30 p.m. Bethel 

Staff meeting 
7 p.m. Stewardship 

Committee 
meeting 

2 
3:30 p.m. BAM 
5:30 p.m. Bistro 
6 p.m. Prayer with 

Pastor Becca 
6:15 p.m. Ring 

Forth Bell Choir 
7 p.m. Adult Bell 

Choir 
7 p.m. Adult Choir 
7 p.m. Hi-League 
8 p.m. Brio Bell 

Choir 

3 
8:15 a.m. Faith and 

Books (FaB) 
8:30 a.m. Men of 

Bethel (MoB) 
12:30 p.m. 

Troubadours 
5 p.m. Personnel 

Committee 
meeting 

7 p.m. Boy Scouts - 
Troop 344 

4 5 
9 a.m. Spring Clean-

Up Day 
9:30 

a.m. Northfield 
Ecumenical 
Women's 
Gathering 

3 p.m. Brenda 
Atzinger Vocal 
Recital 

 

6 
8:30 a.m. Worship 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & 

Fellowship 
9:45 a.m. Sunday 

School & Bethel 
U 

10:45 a.m. Worship 
5 pm Experimental 

Worship 
5 p.m. Ladies Night 

Out 
6:30 p.m. Senior 

Send Off BBQ 
7 p.m. Venture 

Group 

7 
10 a.m. Senior 

Coffee Hour 

8 
1:30 p.m. Bethel 

Staff meeting 
7 p.m. Finance 

Committee 
meeting 

7 p.m. Lydia Circle 

9 
3:30 p.m. BAM 
5:30 p.m. Bistro 
6 p.m. Prayer with 

Pastor Becca 
6:15 p.m. Ring 

Forth Bell Choir 
7 p.m. Adult Bell 

Choir 
7 p.m. Adult Choir 
7 p.m. Hi-League 
8 p.m. Brio Bell 

Choir 

10 
8:15 a.m. Faith and 

Books (FaB) 
8:30 a.m. Men of 

Bethel (MoB) 
9:30 a.m. 

Enneagram 
Group 

12:30 p.m. 
Troubadours 

7 p.m. Church 
Council meeting 

11 
3 p.m. Youth 

Flower Sale Set-
Up 

12 
9 a.m. Youth 

Flower Sale Pick-
Up 

13 
Mother’s Day 
8:30 a.m. Worship 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & 

Fellowship 
9:45 a.m. Sunday 

School & Bethel 
U 

10:45 a.m. Worship 

14 
Garage Sale Set Up 
6 p.m. Face It Men's 

Group 

15 
Garage Sale Set Up 
1:30 p.m. Bethel 

Staff meeting 
6:30 p.m. Girl 

Scouts 

16 
Garage Sale Set Up 
3:30 p.m. BAM 
6 p.m. Prayer with 

Pastor Becca 
6:15 p.m. Ring 

Forth Bell Choir 
7 p.m. Adult Bell 

Choir 
7 p.m. Adult Choir 
7 p.m. Hi-League 
8 p.m. Brio Bell 

Choir 

17 
Garage Sale Set Up 
12:30 p.m. 

Troubadours 
7 p.m. Boy Scouts - 

Troop 344 

18 
7 a.m. WELCA 

Garage Sale 

19 
7 a.m. WELCA 

Garage Sale 
12 p.m. Garage Sale 

Clean Up 

20 
Spring Music 

Festival 
8:30 a.m. Worship 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & 

Fellowship 
9:45 a.m. Sunday 

School & Bethel 
U 

10:45 a.m. Worship 
12 p.m. Pam Vig 

Retirement Party 
7 p.m. Venture 

Group 

21 
9:30 a.m. Martha 

Circle 
7:30 p.m. Vision 

Seekers 

22 
9 a.m. Bethel 

Mission Quilters 
12 p.m. Lois Circle 
1:30 p.m. Bethel 

Staff meeting 

23 
3:30 p.m. BAM 
6 p.m. Prayer with 

Pastor Becca 

24 
8:15 a.m. Faith and 

Books (FaB) 
7 p.m. Boy Scouts - 

Troop 344 

25 26 

27 
8:30 a.m. Worship 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & 

Fellowship 
10:45 a.m. Worship 

28 
Memorial Day 

29 
1:30 p.m. Bethel 

Staff meeting 

30 
3:30 p.m. 5th Grade 

CAT Class Finale 
6 p.m. Prayer with 

Pastor Becca 

31 
8:15 a.m. Faith and 

Books (FaB) 
7 p.m. Boy Scouts - 

Troop 344 
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“Love Is Alive!”  
Performing Arts Camp 2018 
Do you love music, drama, dance, visual/graphic art or play 
an instrument?  Then you will want to join us this summer 
as we create a performance that shares God's love for us 
and learn how we can love our neighbors. Participants will 

specialize in their areas of interest through daily mini-courses and work together 
to create a 20-minute worship based performance that will be incorporated into a 
Sunday morning worship service at Bethel Lutheran Church. 

When: June 11-15 1-5:30 p.m. and Sunday, June 17 8:30-Noon  

Where: Bethel Lutheran Church 

Who: Rising Grades 4-12 - All are welcome:  invite a friend!! 

Cost:    $75/participant (family cap of $150; scholarships available - see 
registration form) 

Registration forms are due May 16 and are available at Bethel and by email from 
Kristin Kivell.  Contact Kristin with questions at 645-8691 or 
kristinkivell@gmail.com.   

THE PERFECT 
PRESCRIPTION FOR 
SPRING FEVER! 
The Bethel outdoor spring clean-
up day will be Saturday, May 26, 
from 9 a.m. until about 12 pm.   

All are invited to help - even kids are 
welcome to join in the fun! The biggest 
project of the day is spreading fresh 
mulch and sweeping up sand.  

Bring your own work gloves, rakes, 
shovels, wheel barrows, brooms and 
weeding tools. 
Some tools will be 
available to share.  

For more 
information, 
contact Jill Fisher, 
Bethel’s trustee. 


