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JOIN US FOR 

WORSHIP 
 

Sunday Mornings: 8:30 
and 10:45 a.m. in the 
sanctuary. The 8:30 service 
will be livestreamed on our 
YouTube channel. Check 
the website for the link! 
You can also see past 
services on Northfield’s 
public television station 
channels 180 & 187.  
No cable required, four 
opportunities to watch: 

Monday 2:00 p.m. 
Tuesday 1:30 p.m. 
Wednesday 7:00 p.m. 
Saturday 7:00 a.m. 

GARAGE SALE MAY 13 & 14!  

1321 North Ave., Northfield, MN 55057  •  507.786.6674  •  bethelnorthfield.org  •  facebook.com/bethellutheran 

Friday, May 13 (7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.) &  
Saturday, May 14 (8:00 a.m. - Noon) 

After a 2 year hiatus, the Bethel Garage Sale is 
back. We need folks to set up, clean up, and 
of course, the biggest way to make this a 
success - your donations!  

Donations will be accepted Monday, Tuesday, 
and Wednesday May 9-12 from 9 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Thursday will be our pricing day. No 
donations will be accepted that day.  

Set up will take place May 9-13.  

We need some folks to do some heavy lifting 
set up on Sunday, May 8 from 5-6:30 p.m.  

If you have larger donations such as furniture, 
and you need help getting it to the church, 
contact Don Pavek.  

Ways to help: 

• Volunteer for shifts throughout the week 
and on the sale dates  

• Donate, donate, donate! We need lots of 
donations in order to have a successful sale. 

• Are you a baker? Donate something sweet 
to the bake sale.  

Sign up sheets are available on the Among 
the Ministries Table in the narthex or contact  
Juley Jenkinson at 612-616-4643 or  
Don Pavek at 612-685-3207. 

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS! 

May 1 is Volunteer recognition Sunday and we can’t say a big enough THANK YOU to  
everyone who so generously donates their time and talent to make our church community a 
vibrant place to grow in our faith, enjoy fellowship, and be the hands and feet of Jesus in the 
world! From mentors to quilters, course marshals to worship leaders, teachers to skit players 
and everyone in between - We love you Bethel!!! 
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“Volunteering is Empathy in 
Action” was the theme of National 
Volunteer week. This theme serves as a 
reminder to appreciate all the caring 
people that bring comfort to our Bethel 
Community. If you’ve wrapped yourself 
in a shawl knitted in prayer by a Prayer 
Shawl minister or enjoyed a meal 
cooked and delivered to your home by a 
Meal Angel, then you’ve experienced 
“empathy in action.”  

 Rachel Naomi Remen reminds us of 
the importance of our Bethel 
BeFrienders and Companions: “The 
most basic and powerful way to connect 
to another person is to listen. Just listen. 
Perhaps the most important thing we 
ever give each other is our attention.” If 
you’ve ever had a BeFriender or 
Companion stop by or give you call 
you’ve experienced “empathy in action”. 

 On May 1st, Bethel will recognize and 

A NOTE FROM PASTOR PHIL RUUD   

Wherever two or three are gathered in my 
name, there I AM. - Matthew 18:20 

They were faithful Christians, active 
church members, and they became my 
dear friends.  

I still remember the first time I visited 
them in their home. Wayne told me 
that when “the pastor” came to visit 
his parents, his father 
said to his  mother, 
“When the pastor 
comes to visit, have him 
sit in this chair. (He 
pointed to the most 
uncomfortable chair in 
their home.) Then he 
added, “Hopefully he 
won’t stay too long.” 

I realize your time is precious. I don’t 
want to stay “too long.” But as an  
ambassador for Jesus and the people of 
Bethel, I do want to visit with you. It’s 
not that we can’t experience Jesus 
when we are alone, but faith often 
comes through talking, listening, and 

BEFRIENDERS            by Marci Groenewold 

thank the many volunteers that make 
up Bethel’s Care Ministry teams. They 
include the BeFriender, Companion, 
Meal Angels, Home Communion, 
Card and Shawl Ministries. These 
volunteers have spent countless hours 
providing comfort and care to Bethel 
members. Despite the obstacles raised 
as a result of the Covid pandemic, 
these volunteers continued their 
ministries, some writing cards offering 
hope and comfort while others 
connected with phone calls and made 
visits when possible.  

Excerpts from a poem entitled “These 
Hands, These Hands” by Susan 
Jeavons offers appreciation for the 
work done by Bethels Care Ministers:  

“Hands that give comfort and aid  
Hands that heal our pain 
And join together in prayer 
Hands that touch our lives 

In simple but profound ways.” 

For all your caring, all your caregiving: 
Thank you Thank you. 

Upcoming Events: 6:00 pm Wednesday, 
May 4 BeFriender/Companion 
Fellowship with Pastor Inger and Pastor 
Phil. Enjoy dessert as we check-in and 
reunite with each other. 

Blessings from Bethel’s 
BeFriender Coordinators 
 

A fundamental BeFriender principle: 
“Active listening.” For more information 
regarding the BeFriender Ministry at 
Bethel, please contact: 
 

Marci Groenewold 507-649-0760, Knight 
Stanley 612-877-0893, Myrna Luehmann 
507-951-7112, Vicki Roller 507-645-8999, 
Karen Mader 507-301-4368, or the Bethel 
Office 507-786-6674. 

praying. Sometimes it takes someone 
else to proclaim Jesus’ love, grace and 
forgiveness. 

I won’t try to sell you anything. I will 
bring a listening ear, the opportunity for 
you to receive Holy Communion and 
the offer to lift you and your joys,  
sorrows, and concerns up to Jesus in 
prayer. You don’t have to be in a crisis 
or have ay particular concern for God 
to bless the time we share.  

It is my humble experience as a pastor 
for over 40 years that God can bless the 
time we share and use it to help us  
mutually grow in the gifts of faith, hope, 
and love.  

Thank you for welcoming my wife  
Terry and I graciously into this  
congregation.  

Easter Blessings,  
 

Pastor Phil Ruud 
 

 

BETHEL U 
Join us for Christian education courses 
on Sunday mornings at 9:45. 

May 8: The Four Gospels and the 
story of the 3 Little Pigs as told by 
the Wolf. Led by Pastor Phil Ruud. 

Why do we have four Gospels? What is 
the perspective of each of these writers 
and the perspective of their audience? 
Most importantly, how do these  
perspectives shape our faith in Jesus, 
the Christ? 

Sunday, May 15: The Endowment 
Committee presents: “Faithful  
Stewards, Lasting Impact,” a  
Message from Tharan Leopold 

Tharan Leopold, Bethel’s ELCA  
Foundation representative, will share his 
insights about Bethel’s Endowment, 
including how to give and how the  
Endowment supports Bethel’s mission.   

Leopold states, “Your passion…Your 
plan…Your gift for those you love, and  

Continued on page 3... 
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ARLA (Anti-Racism Learning and 

Advocacy) - ARLA’s Zoom meeting 
on Tuesday, May 17, from 9:30-10:30 
a.m. will focus on a talk by Sean 
Sherman, who is Oglala Lakota Sioux, 
speaking on the topic of indigenous 
foods. Sherman is a cookbook author, a 
promoter of indigenous food education, 
and the chef at Owamni Restaurant in 
Minneapolis. His talk was given at a 
Convocation at Carleton College.   
Access the talk by googling “Carleton 
College Covocation with Sean Sherman, 
Nov. 5.” All are welcome at all of 
ARLA's events. For more information 
and to access the Zoom meeting, 
contact Paula Mathison, 
pamathiso@yahoo.com, Connie 
DeGrote, cgdegrote@gmail.com, or 
Darlene Broughton, 
dar_gene@yahoo.com.  

FaB (Faith and Books) Hidden 
Inheritance: Family Secrets, Memory, and 
Faith by Pastor Heidi Neumark is FaB's 
current book. Neumark, a Lutheran 
pastor for the past 30 years, discovered 
her hidden Jewish heritage during a 
computer search. Her search became a 
spiritual and personal journey. FaB 
meets each Thursday morning from 
9:30-10:30 a.m., in the Bethel Youth 
Room. Please contact 
lanareich@yahoo.com to be added to 
our email list. All are welcome.  

NEWS FROM AROUND BETHEL  
Bethel Vision Seekers - Our men’s 
fellowship group we will meet 
Thursday May 5, 2022 at 7 p.m. at 
Tilion Brewing Company, 432 Mill St 
W, Cannon Falls, MN 55009. Pastor 
Phil plans to meet us there. 

If you wish to be added to the email 
list, please contact Kelly Groenewold at 
kelly.groenewold@gmail.com. 

WoW (Women of the Word) - The 
ladies of WoW will finish studying 
Living Beyond Ourselves by Beth Moore, 
focusing on the fruits of the Spirit. The 
group meets Friday mornings at 9 a.m. 
on Zoom. For more information, 
please contact Myrna Luehmann at 507
-951-7112 or email 
myrnalueh@gmail.com. 

Bethel Breast Friends Group - 
Sometimes you just need to talk to 
someone who “gets it.” If you have 
ever been diagnosed with breast cancer 
(or a genetic mutation, such as BRCA), 
please join us Thursday, May 5 at  
7 p.m. in the Fireside Room for an 
evening of conversation and friendship 
with fellow Bethel breast cancer 
survivors, thrivers, and previvors. 

*Note: this group is solely for support 
and fellowship and is led by survivors, 
not medical or social work 
professionals. 

MoB (Men of Bethel) - Men of Bethel 
will close their 2021-22 season by 
reading and discussing the apostle 
Paul’s two short letters to Timothy. We 
are now back together live on Thursday 
mornings at 8:30 a.m. and we are 
returning to our original location in 
Room 62. Zoom connection is still 
available. 

Mission Quilters - Mother's Day 
Delight! Look forward to seeing a 
bright array of quilts on the backs of 
the chairs in the Sanctuary for Mother's 
Day. Our mighty group has been very 
productive this year, and we're showing 
our output for that Sunday, May 8, 
before they go off to the LWF 
warehouse in South St. Paul. There, 
they are folded in a special press where 
they are “baled” and banded and will be 
sent to all parts of the world. Some of 
our quilts will be saved out to be given 
for the annual “Operation Joy” at the 
CAC in Northfield, where, last 
December, over 325 quilts were given 
to that many deserving families. We 
contributed 30 quilts to that drive. 

Our ever-increasing group of devoted 
quilters will meet twice in May, on 
Tuesday the 10th and the 24th. From 
June through August we will take a 
summer break, returning in the fall 
again. 

BETHEL U ...Continued from page 2 

for God’s work in the world!  
The church and its ministries mean a lot 
to you. And they mean a lot to the  
communities they serve. The ELCA 
Foundation is here to help you ensure 
the continuation of God’s work in the 
world for years to come.   

Have you ever thought about creating a 
legacy plan that will support Bethel  
Lutheran Church? The ELCA  
Foundation has professional charitable 
gift planning staff to assist ELCA  
members with gift planning tools for 
every situation. The ELCA Foundation  

and Bethel’s Endowment provide you 
everything you need to make a lasting 
impact that supports Bethel’s Mission to 
Share Christ’s Love with a Big Heart.” 

Tharan Leopold can 
help you navigate your 
options to create a 
charitable plan that 
benefits Bethel & the 
ministries that mean 

the most to you, while maximizing your 
financial and estate-planning goals. All 
gift planning services are made available 
to ELCA members without obligation 
or cost. It is our ministry to be of  

service to you! 

The Bethel Endowment Committee 
Ryan Blumhoefer, Mari Aylin, Barb Fowler, 
Heidi McCormick, Randy Peterson, Kevin 
Fink, John Larson, and Gordy Olson 

The Bethel Banner is published monthly 
as a ministry of Bethel Lutheran 
Church of Northfield, Minnesota. 
Articles are due by the 15th of each 
month. Questions, suggestions, or 
comments? Contact editor Chelsey 
Headrick at  
cheadrick@bethelnorthfield.org, or call 
the church office at  507-786-6674. 



 

 

WHAT’S NEW IN CHILDREN’S MINISTRY? 

Children ~ Youth ~ Disciples ~ Children ~ Youth ~ Disciples 

Upcoming Dates: 

May 1: 4th Grade Holy Worship Retreat 
May 8: Family Sunday School 
May 15: Last regular Sunday School 
May 18: Last day of Limitless! 
May 22: Sunday School Field Trip- the Arb! 
May 25: Fifth Grade Finale 
 

Family Vacation Bible School 

Theme: Knights of the North Castle- Let’s put on the 
Armor of God together! 
When: June 15th and 22nd 
Time: 6-7:30 p.m. 
Where: Outdoors at Bethel 
Check the Family Scoop emails and the Children’s Ministry 
page on our website to register. 

Sunday School Field Trip 
Join us for some pure fellowship Sunday, May 22 in 
Carleton’s Arboretum 9:15-10:15 a.m. Bring your rain boots 
for wading…and maybe a bag to gather trash. Last year this 
spontaneously became a trash pick up event led by our 
children! Folks, we have cool kids! 

Thank You & What a Joy! 
There are days as a parent that time moves slowly…there’s 
crabbiness, neediness, sleep-deprivation, and very little  
me-time. Every parent has experienced that. There are also 
moments you look around in confusion at how your child 
has grown so much and wondering where the time has gone. 
I felt that way about each of your children coming back after 
our time apart during the pandemic. My how they have 
grown, in height, maturity, communication skills…and I 
missed it. It has brought so much joy to spend time with your 
children again, to pour into them God’s truths, love, and 
grace, to hear about their day at school and be silly with 
them. Thank you for sharing them with us. Your children are 
bright, kind, precocious, fun, energetic, and authentic. We 
can learn a lot from our children. Perhaps that’s why Jesus 
said, “Let the little children come to me, for theirs is the 
Kingdom of Heaven.”  

Be blessed. We’re in this together.  
Brenda 

 
Brenda Atzinger             

Director of Children’s Ministries 

507-786-8878 

batzinger@bethelnorthfield.org 
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May Sunday FUN-Day Themes 

May 1st: May Day! 

One of our favorite days of the year! Stop on in to make a 
fun May basket to deliver to a friend or neighbor and make 
one for yourself, too!  

May 8th: We L❤️VE Mom!! 

Shhhhh! We're celebrating our moms with a special, secret 
surprise! 

May 15th: Sidewalk Chalk Day! 

Fingers crossed for a warm morning so we can get outside 
and decorate the sidewalks around Bethel with beautiful 
artwork created by our professional nursery artists!  

May 22nd: Dig in the Dirt! 

Today is the day to get a little on your hands! We will learn 
all about why God created dirt turns seeds into beautiful 
flowers! Our snack for the day will also include a little 
“dirt.” We dare you to try it.  

May 29th: ART-astic! 

Paint, glue, glitter, clay, chalk, beads and brushes!! The 
nursery will transform into an art studio for the morning 
with all kinds of fun ways to express our creativity.  

NURSERY NEWS 

Juley Jenkinson  

Nursery Director 

507-786-8973  

jjenkinson@bethelnorthfield.org  

CREATION CARE 

FOR KIDS 
Have you heard about the Bethel 
Garage Sale? You can sell toys 
you don’t play with anymore, and 
buy something that’s new to you. 
It’s a fun way to help care for 
God’s creation! 



 

 

The Annual Scoop registration is 
coming to all Bethel youth and parents 
in May! Watch your emails for the 
Scoop, think about how you plan to be 
involved next year in Bethel's youth 
ministry for the 2021-22 school year, 
and complete the registration! Your 
help with this makes a huge difference 
in our planning for the fall. Thank you! 

Senior Happenings: 

Our Senior Send Off Barbeque is May 
22 at 6:30 p.m. Watch your emails for 
all the details!   

Head’s up! Please bring the following 
items due to the Barbeque: 

• Senior picture 

• Baby or child picture 

• Paragraph about a treasured Bethel 
memory 

• Your plans for next year 
 

Senior Sunday is June 5th. Mark your 
calendars and watch for all the details, 
including ways to use your gifts and 
talents at this moving and beautiful 
celebration! 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN YOUTH MINISTRY? 

Summer Trippers  

8th grade Service Trip Meetings: 

Monday, May 23: 7 p.m.,  
Bethel Youth Room 

Monday, June 13th, 7:30 p.m.,  
at Dairy Queen! 

Christikon Trip Meeting: 
Monday, June 13th, 6:30 p.m.,  
Bethel Youth Room 

Nashville Trip Meeting: 
Tuesday, June 14th, 7p.m., 
Bethel Youth Room 

Flower Sale Info  

Plants will be delivered to Bethel on 
Wednesday, May 4th.  A pick-up 
schedule for Wednesday through 
Saturday, similar to last year, has been 
sent to all youth who sold plants so 
you can schedule your pick-up 
time.  Please remember that you are 
responsible for delivering the plants 
you sold.  Watch your emails for 
details! 

To ensure safety, all orders will be 
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Children ~ Youth ~ Disciples ~ Children ~ Youth ~ Disciples 

Kara Millerhagen   

Director of Youth Ministries 

507-786-8877 

kmillerhagen@bethelnorthfield.org 

 

delivered by the seller.  Except for rare 
exceptions, there will be no pick-up by 
any individual customers.  You will 
receive a detailed listing of your 
customer orders prior to the pick-up 
week so you’re able to plan.  Please 
contact Kara (507-261-2773, 
kmillerhagen@bethelnorthfield.org or 
Heidi (952-818-7376, 
randyheidi@charter.net) with questions. 

Youth Sunday is May 15th. Watch for 
a sign up and get in on these great 
service opportunities:  Usher, reading, 
greeting and MORE… 

6th Graders, Circle of Saints 

Blessing Sunday is Also May 15th. Invite 
those very special adults in your life to 
join you at worship (either service) and 
receive this blessing as you wrap up your 
6th grade year and become 7th graders!   
 

 

Continued on page 7... 

This week, the Stratmoen’s received a 
call from Jewel Goldberg that her  
husband, Bethel’s former Pastor Ronald 
Golberg, had died on Wednesday, from 
lung/pneumonia problems.  
 

During the summer of 1967, the Bethel 
Congregation extended a letter of call to 
Pastor Ronald Golberg. Pastor Golberg 
was at Spicer, MN, in his second call, 
and welcomed the call to Bethel  
Lutheran in Northfield. He believed the 
heart of the congregation was ‘God 
led,” he liked the challenge to be part of 
helping Bethel grow, and he and Jewel 
liked the college environment and the 
Northfield community.  
 

When Pastor Golberg and the  
congregation met to “learn about each 
other,” he addressed those in the  

meeting in this way, “From my  
research of this congregation, you  
already have powerful leadership in 
many areas, far more then I can offer. I 
believe my call to Bethel will be to 
Preach, to Teach, and to Reach. If you 
believe that is God’s plan for this  
congregation at this time, then with 
God’s direction, I will accept your 
call!”  

 

Soon after his arrival to Northfield, 
Pastor Golberg met with the Pastors of 
St. Johns and St. Peters Lutheran 
churches. He was assured by the other 
two ALC churches that they would 
support Bethel’s mission. Then he took 
inventory of the internal leadership at 
Bethel, and gave them every  
opportunity to lead. Pastor Golberg 

was strong in preaching and teaching, 
and inspired the lay leadership to lead. 
Pastor Golberg was a low key, but very 
effective, spiritual leader. He inspired the 
dynamics of Bethel Lutheran to move 
from a church building (that looked like 
a pumping station in the corner of town) 
to a vibrant worshiping community with 
several worshiping components.  

He supported the congregation’s goal 
that a strong education program for all 
ages was necessary. Soon, family  
pot-lucks were occurring, a men’s group 
was meeting, women’s meetings were 
being held monthly, Sunday school 
teachers were being recruited and 
trained, Sunday morning bible studies 
were held in his tiny office, and two  
 
 

PASTOR RONALD GOLBERG BETHEL LUTHERAN, 1967-1980     by Noel Stratmoen 
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 May 1 May 8 May 15 May 22 May 29 

Ushers 

 

8:30: Harley Foster, 

Dale Turnacliff  

10:45: Chad &  

Boden Jenkinson 

8:30: Available 

10:45: Available 

8:30: Bethel Youth 

10:45: Bethel Youth 

8:30: Available 

10:45: Available 

8:30: Available 

10:45: Available 

Greeters 

 

8:30: Available 

10:45: Available 

8:30: Available 

10:45: Available 

8:30: Bethel Youth 

10:45: Bethel Youth 

8:30: Available 

10:45: Available 

8:30: Available 

10:45: Available 

Nametags 

 

8:30: Lori & Dwayne 

Cowdin 

10:45: Dane & Heath 

Headrick 

8:30: Dean & Darla 

Dahl 

10:45: Available 

8:30: Bethel Youth 

10:45: Bethel Youth 

8:30: Available 

10:45: Available 

8:30: Available 

10:45: Available 

Readers 8:30: Sandy Reiman 

10:45: Paula 

Mathison 

8:30: Chris Bussmann 

10:45: Sarah Marohl 

8:30: Bethel Youth 

10:45: Bethel Youth 

8:30: Ronda Reece 

10:45: Amanda  

Randall 

8:30: Sandy Reiman 

10:45: Available 

Altar Care Set: Rosann Brawley 

Clean: Jenkinsons 

Set: Carol Lysne 

Clean: Sharon Stoeck 

Set up: Available 

Clean up: Available 

Set & 

Clean: Carol Cole  

Set: Available  

Clean: Available 

Coffee  

Servers 

Lori Cowdin, Chad 

Jenkinson, Headricks 

Available Dean & Darla Dahl Available Available 

Treats  

(2-3 dozen) 

Volunteer  

Appreciation 

Available Amanda Randall, Dahls Rhonda Reece Rhonda Reece 

Communion 

Bread 

Lana Reich Becky Benedict Sandy Reiman Available Becky Benedict 

Sacramental 

Minister 

8:30: Bob Kaul 

10:45: Mike Sparby 

8:30: Bob Kaul 

10:45: Kitty  

Runzheimer 

8:30: Bethel Youth 

10:45: Bethel Youth 

8:30: Sandy Reiman 

10:45: Available 

8:30: Available 

10:45: Available 

MAY WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 

May 1 is Volunteer Appreciation Sunday! We are so grateful for all of our volunteers who help make Bethel such a special 
place. Thank you for giving of your time and talent!!! 

Volunteer Needs: 

Altar Care Help: Can you give an hour or two once a month to help with altar care? We need volunteers to help fill some 
communion set up and clean up sots in our monthly rotation.  

Ushers: Be a part of the Ultimate Ushers Team at Bethel! Are you available to volunteer once or twice a month to fill some 
holes in our monthly usher rotation? It's easy and fun, PLUS, you get first dibs on the coffee and treats in the CLC during 
the 8:30 service. This gig comes with your very own Ultimate Usher pin!  

Coffee Servers: We have a number of volunteer spots open in May for the most important job on a Sunday  
morning...making and serving coffee!!  

Please contact Juley Jenkinson at jjenkinson@bethelnorthfield.org to reserve your opportunity to share your gifts  
and service.  
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Bonnie and I have been members of 
Bethel for many years and I currently 
serve on the Stewardship Committee. 
For us, Bethel is our home away from 
home, a truly special place. I have  
offered to share some comments with 
you on behalf of Stewardship. 
 

The pandemic has certainly modified our 
lifestyle and our behavior, but it may 
never go away fully, so we need to go on 
with life. During this pandemic time we 
(Bethel) have experienced numerous 
changes in staffing, worship, and  
programming. For those of you who 
have not been back since that demon, 
COVID, took control of our lives, you 
are in for a real treat when you meet and 
hear Pastor Inger in person. Her words 
and smile are contagious! The best thing 
is “we are open” for in-person  
worship! Wow!! It is so great to see  
people. Join the fun. As Pastor Becca 
once said, “COME AND SEE.” 
 

As we welcome back existing members, I 
want to welcome all new or potential  
members as well and encourage you to 
get involved. There are numerous  

Renewed in Christ, Reunited in Ministry by Don Pavek THANK YOU!  
Dear Bethel Family, 

Thank you so much for the many 
loving thoughts, prayers, phone 
calls, and beautiful cards as we 
remember the loss of our  
beloved Rollie. A special thank 
you to Pastor Inger and Pastor 
Phil for your prayers and words 
of comfort. Your expressions of 
sympathy are so appreciated  
during this difficult time.  

For all those wonderful  
Bethelites who cheerfully helped 
in serving all those magnificent 
pies, we offer a huge,  
heartwarming thank you!! Rollie 
would have really enjoyed such a 
grand celebration.  

I feel truly blessed to be a part of 
Bethel’s loving family. With love 
and gratitude,  

Nancy Ensrud and family 

stewardship and volunteer opportunities 
at Bethel. Call Julie Jenkinson to volun-
teer. We need you! I also want to throw 
in a plug for the upcoming garage sale – a 
great place to reconnect and utilize your 
time and talent. Call Don at  
612-658-3207. 
 

At our annual meeting in January our  
congregation approved a very ambitious 
2022 budget, equal to pre-pandemic lev-
els. One special emphasis that you will 
hear more about is giving “beyond our 
budget” for affordable housing in our 
Northfield community. Our Pavek motto 
is “give ‘til it feels good.” Recently you 
received a letter from Council President, 
Bill Hoekstra and Pastor Inger encourag-
ing us and reminding us of our need for 
generous stewardship. We truly need your 
TTT (time, talent and tithes)! 
 

Thank you so much for being an im-
portant part of the Bethel family.  YOU 
ARE THE BEST! 
 

Your friend, 
Don PASTOR GOLDBERG  

...continued from page 5     

FLOWER SALE UPDATE 

The flower sale orders will be arriving in time for Mother’s Day! If you  
ordered any plants, they will be delivered to you by Saturday, May 7. If you 
will not be home and would like it delivered at a later date, please contact 
your youth sales person or Heidi Muller Peterson (randyheidi@charter.net 
or 952-818-7376) and we will get it to you at a better time. Thanks for  
supporting our kids! 

THANK YOU JEN LEONARD AND MACK HAINES! 
Jen Leonard has made the difficult decision to step down as 
our Director of Finance and Administration. Jen, you  
prioritized improving the sound of our services, both for 
those in the sanctuary and those at home, and did incredible 
research on websites, as well as financial and church  
management software, that will be an immense help for us 
going forward. We are grateful for your leadership and wish 
you the best always!  

Mack Haines has finished his tenure as Bethel’s A/V  
Manager. We are so grateful to you, Mack, for all the hard 
work you have put in behind the scenes. Best of luck to you 
after graduation. We know you will make a positive impact 
wherever life takes you!   

Sunday morning worship services, with  
Sunday School between services, were a  
regular occurrence. 

So much of what is significant today at Bethel 
has roots in Pastor Goldberg’s leadership that 
began in 1967. In addition to provided  
spiritual leadership from the pulpit, he  
encouraged a 2% increase in giving each year, 
that 20% of member giving should be  
allocated to Benevolences, and suggested that 
Bethel insert a line item in the budget for a 
building program. He inspired a strong and 
successful youth program…with Barb  
Hanson as Youth Director. He encouraged 
women’s leadership, (in part, thanks to his 
wife Jewel), and he emphasized a strong music 
program, perhaps, from his singing with the 
Concordia Choir (Moorhead) for three years.  

Pastor Goldberg left Bethel in 1980 to become 
lead Pastor at a congregation near Madison, 
WI. The Stratmoens were blessed to be a part 
of Bethel Lutheran Church when Pastor 
Ronald Golberg was the spiritual leader. May 
his memory be of PEACE. 

mailto:randyheidi@charter.net
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    By Cynthia Carau CREATION CARE CORNER  

Passing It On: Teaching the Next Generation to Care  

for Creation 
After a long COVID delay, the Creation Care team was excited to 
lead educational sessions in April and May with the 4th, 5th and 6th 
graders during Limitless! and 6th Grade Connections. Beginning with 
the Genesis creation story, the sessions included a range of topics and 
activities: 

St. Olaf Natural Lands – A St. Olaf student naturalist led the 4th 
and 5th graders on a walk in the St. Olaf Natural Lands, just a stone’s 
throw from Bethel. The kids learned about the plants and animals 
that live there and ways to protect and restore local ecosystems. 

Bethel Tour – The 4th, 5th and 6th graders toured Bethel to see 
how we’re taking care creation every day, including low-flow toilets, 
automatic lights, and the rain garden. 

What is a Watershed? – The 4th, 5th and 6th graders learned about 
watersheds - a section of land where all the water drains into the same 
stream, river, or lake - and the importance of protecting them. 

Storm Drain Cleaning and Marking – The 4th 
and 5th graders worked to protect the Cannon River 
watershed by cleaning the storm drains around  
Bethel and affixing signs reminding people not to 
dump anything in them. 

The kids were excited and engaged learners, full of 
observations and ideas about the caring for creation. 
If you know a 4th, 5th or 6th grader, ask them about 
it!  

Solar Panels Continue to Pay Dividends 

One highlight of the Bethel Tour was learning about 
our solar panels. They provide about 25% of Bethel’s 
electricity and reduce our electricity bill by about 
30%. The money saved is being used to replace  
indoor and outdoor lighting with energy efficient 
LED bulbs.  


