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Sundays at Bethel
8:30 a.m. Worship
9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
10 a.m. Worship (starting on
June 10)
All worship services at Bethel
include Holy Communion or
Holy Baptism

CONGRATULATIONS, GRADUATING SENIORS!!
Join our seniors and their families at the Senior Sunday service, June 3, at 8:30 a.m.!
Derek Albers - Crown
College, environmental science/
forestry, play baseball
Tyler Blaha - St. Paul
College
Dylan Coutermash Gustavus Adolphus College
Kasey Coutermash
- St. Olaf College
Tyler Coutermash
- St. Olaf College
Taylor Ernste TBD
Maddie Ertl Aveda Institute in
Minneapolis for
Cosmetology
Dilly Etter - TBD
Brandon Foster St. Olaf College, play football
Jack Fox - University of
Minnesota Carlson School of
Management
Brynne Gray - St. Olaf
College, play volleyball
Jacob Halvorson University of St. Thomas,
Actuarial Science
Colten Hasse - Montana
State University
Cully Hauck - Sweden
through Rotary

Ivan Herrlich - University of
Minnesota Duluth,
Engineering
Karl Holman - Gustavus
Adolphus College
Anders Koenig - Creighton
University School of Business,
pre-dental track
Jessi Labenski Luther College,
Environmental Studies
Elijah Leer - St.
Olaf College
Henry Lundstrom Concordia, College,
Moorhead, pre-med
and football
Jeremy Nelson Concordia College, Moorhead,
Chinese and International
Business
Lauren Norkunas- Inver
Hills Community College, RN
Blane Olson - United States
Navy, Nuclear Engineering
Annalee Olson-Sola Gustavus Adolphus College,
occupational or physical therapy
Kengo Osumi - Complete
High School then study English
Anders Peterson - Thornton
School of Music at USC to

study with renown clarinetist,
Yahuda Gilad
Emma Peterson - UW Eau
Claire, Elementary Education
Nina Pratt - UW Eau Claire
Lars Prestemon - St. Olaf
College, play football
Timothy Roback - St. Olaf
College
Geoffrey Runningen TBD
Kasey Schuster - Gap year
in Florida
Annika Schwietz - Lewis
and Clark Liberal Arts
College, philosophy, psychology,
and environmental issues
Sarah Skroch - TBD
Sofia Sparby - University of
Manitoba – Winnipeg
Jaclyn Swenson - U of M,
Spanish
Sylvie Tikalsky - UW Stout,
Apparel Design and
Marketing
Davy Urke - UW Platteville,
Civil Engineering, play football
Christian Vargas - Carthage
College
Sarah Will - U of M Duluth

EXPERIMENT WITH US!
The final experimental worship service will be held at 5 p.m. on
Sunday, June 10, followed by dinner and a feedback session. Thank
you to all of those who made our first two Experiments so helpful in
developing a meaningful alternative service. All are welcome to join
in praising God with us!
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THANK YOU FROM PAM VIG
Dear Bethel Friends,
I am writing this on May 21, the day
after your over the top, overwhelming,
take my breath away celebration for
me. I am still finding it difficult to put
into words how I feel. The best
description I have come up with so far
is that it is as though I have been
steamrolled by love! I am emotionally
exhausted but in the very best way!
Thank you!
The celebration was really too much.
Everyone who spoke, the amazing
cedar bench and tables, the Alleluia
Box and its contents, the notes and
river rocks, and of course the gorgeous
stepping stone quilt are all treasures

and memories that will forever be in
my heart and in our home. The
yummy pizza lunch, trough of
chocolate, and delicious cupcakes were
all a bonus. I am so grateful to all who
contributed to the planning and
carrying out of this amazing event. I
know there were many who went way
above and beyond to make this an
unforgettable day – and it truly was.

details and logistics. It is you who have
been the true children’s ministers at
Bethel. And I mean it. Without you
there would be no ministry. You are
the leaders, the teachers, the
embodiment of the ministry in this
congregation and it has been my great
privilege, honor, and joy to have served
as your partner. You have made my
job easy and a great pleasure.

Not only am I grateful for the lovely
celebration and all that went with it, but
even more importantly I am filled with
a deep and abiding gratitude to you for
allowing me to serve alongside you
these last many years in the children’s
ministry of Bethel. I said yesterday that
I have only been the organizer of the

And so: Thank You! Thank you!
Thank you! I look forward to
continuing to serve alongside you but
now in the role of volunteer. With a
grateful heart, peace and blessings to
each and everyone of you.

DEAR SENIORS...
An image on the front of the May 2018
Gather magazine shows a pyramid of
people, all sizes, ages, colors,
supporting one boy at the top who is
reaching for a star. It reminds me of
you and where you are in your lives for
several reasons:
The boy is looking up and out and
reaching into the skies. And this is
where I see you right now. You are
looking out and forward to the new
adventures awaiting you as you leave
your high school years. The
opportunities ahead of you are vast and
may seem endless just as the sky in the
picture. The future may seem
uncertain to you but there is a myriad
of prospects to catch your attention
like the stars sparkling in the heavens
of the magazine cover image. You just
need the courage to reach out and
grasp what can be yours.
Just like the boy in the picture, you are
not alone. You have grandparents,
aunts, uncles, cousins, neighbors, and
friends who have formed that pyramid
of support for you through all the years
you’ve grown and matured. The Bethel

~ Pam

by Barb Farmer
congregation is a part of that
framework who has held you up. They
have helped pick you up when you’ve
fallen, taught you about the wonders of
our God, celebrated and cheered you
on for your accomplishments. In the
past month, we’ve had paper chains
covering the narthex ceiling and
winding around the hallways to
represent the hundreds of volunteer
hours given to Bethel in a year. We
decided to leave those paper chains up
through Senior Sunday to help
celebrate you but also to remind you of
the encouragement you’ve received
from the many people that make up
this place we call Bethel.

Lastly, the boy at the top of the
pyramid seems to have a purpose. You
may not feel as confident as that boy
about your end goal. Some of you may
know exactly where you’re going next;
others of you don’t have a clue. But
you’ve been told at Bethel, and we
hope you believe that each of you has a
special purpose. You have been called.
You have your own special skill set,
your own likes and dislikes, your own

longings. And those are coming
together to lead you to your own
special call. God has promised it ~

“For I know the plans I have for you,”
declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a
future. Jeremiah 29:11
So go on your way, seniors, keeping the
image of your own human pyramid
firmly planted in your brain. It will
reinforce you as you reach out to what
is waiting for you – God’s hope and
God’s future.
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FROM THE ASSOCIATE PASTOR...
As you know, my dad died
unexpectedly in the middle of April,
and though I have always valued prayer
and the communion of saints, I don’t
think I ever realized the true power of
prayer and the saints among us until
this tragedy hit our family. Thank you
to all of you for your constant prayers
for my family, and thank you for your
constant prayers for one another.
Prayer is powerful. Prayer is love.
And yet, sometimes it’s not easy to find
a way to fit prayer into our days. Jesus
continually encourages and even
commands us to pray, for this is how
we stay connected to the vine and to
one another. In a recent homily, I
relayed a simple prayer that I had
found on the internet that reminds us
to pray for others. I will share it.

THANK YOU, KRISTA!
Krista Sorenson has served as our
Children’s, Youth and Family Ministry
Assistant during this past school year.
Krista has been a valuable member of
our staff and an immeasurable support
to our ministries. We will miss her
attention to detail, organizational skills,
and ability to multi-task and think
ahead, as well as her willing spirit and
sense of humor. Thankfully she isn’t
going anywhere and she and her family
will continue to participate in the life
and ministry of Bethel.

Using the fingers on your hand, start
with your thumb and pray these
intentions in this order:
1. Loved Ones. Your thumb is
nearest you, so begin your prayers by
praying for those closest to you –
friends and family, especially.
2. Teachers. The next finger is the
pointer finger. This prayer is for all
who point us in the right direction.
Pray for those who teach, instruct and
heal.
3. Leaders. The next finger is the
tallest finger. It reminds us of our
leaders. Pray for the leaders of the
government, leaders in business and
industry. Pray for administrators.
These people shape our nation and
guide public opinion.

Whatever your method for prayer, just
talk to God. God wants to hear what's
on your heart.

Attention Bethel Women: We have arranged for a very special program for out
salad and dessert potluck supper to be held on Monday, June 4, at 6 p.m.
The program is entitled “Joys and Tears in the Apron Strings.” The presentation by
Yvonne Cory of Easton, Minnesota, will include 30–40 aprons, including,
children’s, historical, feed sack, gingham, and fancy fabrics, plus ways to create
aprons using vintage linens.
Bring a friend, your daughter, or granddaughter for a fun evening. We will also
have a final report on the garage sale profits.
Thanks again for all your support for the garage sale! It is truly a congregational
effort and a great fellowship event. Enjoy a restful and relaxing summer.

BREWIN’ AT BETHEL RETURNS IN JULY

July 18 – Bike Ride

5. Yourself. And lastly comes our little
finger; the smallest finger of all. This
reminds us to pray for ourselves. By
the time we’ve prayed for the other
four groups, our own needs will be put
into perspective and we will be able to
pray for our own needs more
effectively and humbly.

WELCA NEWS

Thank you, Krista!

Wednesday night fun returns in July,
7-8 p.m. - all events include root beer
floats in the CLC. Mark your calendar!

4. Vulnerable. The fourth finger is our
ring finger. Surprising to many is the
fact that this is our weakest finger, as
any piano teacher will testify. It
reminds us to pray for those who are
sick, in trouble, addicted, or in pain.

July 25 – Prayer Walk
August 1 – Game Night
August 8 – The Heart of L’Arche, with
Pastor Becca
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NO GEOMETRY
REQUIRED
Have these words ever left your
mouth?
“I’m not a math person.”
“I can’t do that without a calculator.”
“My 5th grader is better at math than I am.”
If this is you, please consider signing
up to be a counter, for counting the
offering and Food Shelf/World
Hunger money on Sundays. Nichole
Porath, our Director of Finance, will
train you how to properly count the
offering. There is no geometry
required (or algebra, for that matter),
there are plenty of calculators to go
around, the words “sine”, “cosine” and
“tangent” will not be uttered, and, best
of all, the other counters are
AWESOME!
To volunteer, contact Nichole at
nporath@bethelnorthfield.org or at
786-6687. Volunteers typically count
once or twice per month, but if hordes
of folks sign up, it might be less than
that.

FROM OUR STEWARDSHIP TEAM
From the book Your New Money Mindset
by Brad Hewitt and James Moline
Materialism and Consumerism
There’s nothing intrinsically wrong
with wanting to improve the quality of
our life and enjoy the goodness of
God’s creation. But we have to look
hard at the reality that our human
nature is tempted to turn these good
gifts into mere idols. Instead of
supplementing and enhancing our love
of God, they replace it. When that
happens, we obsess over our
possessions in ways that point to a
deeper problem of consumerism and
materialism.
Because we live in a culture rich in
material goods we can be sure we will
face this struggle our whole lives.
There is no sense in beating ourselves
up, as if we are the only ones with this
failing. This malady strikes most
people in modern first-world countries.
That isn’t an excuse to just give in to
materialism, but it might help us to not

despair or feel alone
when we find our
hearts corrupted by inappropriate
desires. We can instead learn from the
wisdom of the writer of Ecclesiastes –
or in this case, his lack of wisdom. He
tried everything – parties and wine,
women and song, houses with big
pools and gardens, and to top it all off,
a giant bank account. As he put it, “I
denied myself nothing my eyes
desired.” (Ecclesiastes 2:10).
Yet in all the lists of things he tried,
never once did he say he did something
for someone else or acted with
generosity or kindheartedness. The
writer concluded that “all is vanity,”
and his words ring true when we make
life solely about ourselves, because our
greedy longings are never satisfied.
Materialism and consumerism
endanger us because they promise
pleasure to the eye but can never satisfy
the heart. Generosity is the best
diagnostic tool for greed, and it’s also
the best prescription.

(We don’t discriminate - math geeks
are welcome to volunteer, too.)

THE HISTORY OF BETHEL: THE ‘90s

Summer Performing
Arts Camp Canceled
Unfortunately we are canceling our
Summer Performing Arts Camp that
was scheduled June 11-14 due to lack
of enrollment. If you have any questions please feel free to contact Megan
Engel or Kristin Kivell.

It is still 1991. With the leadership of
Youth Director Barb Hanson,
education and youth programs for the
younger children continue to
grow, to the delight of the
whole congregation. The one
common denominator for
children of all ages is the music
opportunities. The Christmas
Musical “Something’s Up Down in
Bethlehem” and the Spring Musical
“100% Chance of Rain” were
presented by the full Sunday school.
And the older youth, led by Barb
Hanson and Tim Larsen, had even
more opportunities to grow; including

By Noel Stratmoen

Wednesday evening events, music with
Johnny and Andrew (St. Olaf students),
overnighters, fund-raisers, securing
food for Food Shelf, and
purchasing gifts for the
children of prisoners through
Prison Ministry Fellowship. All
this was designed to build
relationships, responsibility,
and faith in the youth. And for
a special national event, the HiLeaguers are looking forward to
attending the National Youth
Gathering in Dallas during the summer
of 1991.
To be continued...
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BETHEL NEWS
The annual WELCA salad and
dessert potluck supper will be held
on Monday, June 4, at 6 p.m. See
details on page 3.
1st Corinthians, Bethel’s on-going
confidential support group for support
givers and receivers, meets this month
on Thursday, June 21, at 2 p.m. in
Classroom 62. New participants are
always welcome!

Vision Seekers, our men’s fellowship
group meets next on Thursday,
June 21, at Imminent Brewing in
Northfield. "Early to bed" group
arrives at 7:30p.m. “Night Owls"
arrive around 8:30 p.m. Just like Bethel
fellowship hour except in the evening!
Contact Zach Bahler with questions.
The Face-It Men’s Depression
Support Group meets at Bethel every
other Monday from 6-8 p.m. and every
other Wednesday from 9-11 a.m. in
Room 62. (Check the Bethel calendar
on page 15 for dates.) For more
information, please contact Dan at 763218-9895.

MARK YOUR
CALENDAR...
Tuesday, August 21 ~ BWHF Salad/
Dessert Potluck at Lu Lindstrom’s
November 11 ~ Bethel Blood Drive
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HAPPY 90th
BIRTHDAY, JIM!
Everyone is invited for cake on
Sunday, June 10, between services to
celebrate Jim Dimick’s 90th birthday!

YUMMY! TIME FOR
THURSDAY’S TABLE

ADULT ED IN THE
SUMMER

Bethel serves at Thursday's Table,
Northfield’s community dinner, six
times a year - and the next date is
Thursday, June 28. If you can help set
tables, or serve food, or clean-up (all
tasks you’d probably be doing at home
anyway), please sign up at the
Information Table or via Doodle Poll
(from Candy Nordine).

Summer is a great time to try
something new - all of these groups
welcome new members anytime.

The dinner is at the NCRC (same
building as 50North) - and you’re
welcome to stay and eat, too!

CONFERENCE ON
WORSHIP, THEOLOGY,
AND THE ARTS
St. Olaf's biannual Conference on
Worship, Theology, and the Arts
(CWTA) will take place in mid-July, the
16-20, with the theme "Living Breath
of God" and a focus on the Holy Spirit
as one who creates, provokes, and
empowers.
All are welcome to attend - you need
not be on the church staff! (Although
you can be!) There is more
information at stolaf.edu/cwta/. [Or
you could talk to our very own
Anthony Bateza, who is on the
planning committee.]

The FaB ladies reading group
continues their study and discussion of
Learning to Walk in the Darkness. You
are all welcome to attend. The group
meets on Thursdays at 8:15 a.m. in the
Fireside Room. Any questions please
contact Judy Narhi, 663-9080, or Kitty
Runzheimer, 645-2245.
The Bethel Enneagram Group will
meet on Thursday, June 14, at 9:30a.m.
in the Fireside Room, and will
continue listening to The Enneagram and
Grace CD lectures by Fr. Richard Rohr
and Russ Hudson. This group will not
meet in July and August and will
resume meeting on Thursday,
September 13.
WoW will begin studying Lisa
Harper’s The Book of Acts on Friday,
June 8, at 8:30 am. in the Fireside
Room. All women are welcome to join
us! Contact Myrna Luehmann if you
need more information.

BE A PART OF THE BLUE CREW!
Did you know that Bethel members deliver Meals on Wheels every Sunday after church? We have the blue route, which is in
the Bethel neighborhood. You will pick up meals at the Long-Term Care Center entrance of the hospital and deliver meals
to folks in our neighborhood - and it only takes about 45 minutes. Please sign up to deliver at least one Sunday during the
year. Kids are welcome to be a part of it, too. This is an easy and much appreciated service to those in need who live right
around Bethel.
Contact the church office for more information.
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Children ~ Families ~ Disciples ~ Children ~ Families ~ Disciples

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY
UPDATE
Children’s Ministry
Registration Packets
for the 2018-19
program year were due May 20. If you
haven’t returned yours, please do so
now. Extras are available online or in
the church office.

Vacation Bible School 2018 –
Rolling River Rampage! Sponsored
by Bethel, Emmaus, St. John’s and St.
Peter’s Churches
When - June 11-14 - 9-11:30 a.m.
Where – Bethel Lutheran Church
Who – Students who will be 3 years
old by September 1, 2018 through
those who have completed 2nd grade
(2017-18 school year)
How Much - $15 per student $30
maximum per family

Registration information is available on
the Information Table in the Narthex.
Online registration is available on the
Bethel website.
VBS Volunteers Needed ~ We are
looking for middle school, high school,
and adult volunteers to serve in our
VBS experience in June. We will be in
need of small group leaders as well as
leaders in the areas of crafts,
decorating, recreation, music, Bible,
snack and nursery care for younger
children of volunteers. You may sign
on for part of a day, one day, for the
whole week or somewhere in between.
Please contact Pam to help.
Good Earth Village Day Camp
Sponsored by Bethel, St. John’s and St.
Peter’s Churches

NURSERY NOTES
THANK YOU. THANK YOU.
THANK YOU!
Once again, we had a very successful
bake sale fundraiser thanks to all of
you. Whether you donated baked
goods, purchased goodies, or both,
your support was overwhelming and
appreciated! Our grand total was $565,
which will help do amazing things to
enhance our nursery programs.
Sunday Fun-Day themes will take a
hiatus for the summer but that does not
mean we won’t be having fun. Sundays
in the nursery are always FUN! We will
continue to play games, paint pictures,

Cost and Time are still being
determined. More details will be
coming in our weekly Children’s
Ministry emails.
Summer Acolytes ~ Because of all the
coming and going with family schedules
in the summer, we do not schedule
acolytes for our summer worship
services. However, we are always
happy to have acolytes serve at any of
these services. If your 4th or 5th grader
(2017-18 school year) would like to
serve as an acolyte at any of the services
you attend this summer, simply help
them get their robe on in the usher’s
closet and let one of the pastor’s know
that they will be serving. Up to two
acolytes are needed at each service.
The first two in the usher’s closet each
week will get the spots. Thank you for
helping your student serve in this
important role.

When – August 6-10
Where – St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
Who – Students who have completed
Kindergarten-Grade 5 in the 2017-18
school year

Pam Vig, Director of
Children’s Ministries [for the last time! - sniff!]
786-8878
pvig@bethelnorthfield.org

read books, eat
snacks, and learn
about Jesus. Hope
to see you this summer in between
family vacations, weekends at the lake,
and lazy Sunday mornings.
Juley Jenkinson,
Nursery Coordinator
786-6674
jjenkinson@bethelnorthfield.org

FROM THE
SCRIP TABLE...
There is still plenty of time to order
Scrip cards for Father's Day. With
almost 200 retailers to choose from,
you are certain to find the perfect gift
card for Dad, or that graduation gift for
a niece, nephew or next door neighbor.
Need gift ideas? For the graduate:
Barnes and Noble, Amazon, Chipotle,
Domino's, Subway, Target, Kwik Trip,
or Pizza Hut are just a few of the
available retailers. For Dad: how
about Cabela's, Dick's Sporting Goods,
Kohl's, Menard's, Mill's Fleet Farm or
Best Buy.
Scrip is also a great way to budget for
those larger summer purchases by
buying a card or two at a time for that
patio set, landscaping tools or even
getting a jump on fall sports
equipment.

As always, anyone may purchase Scrip
cards; you don't need to have a youth
going on a trip or be going on a
mission trip yourself to support the
Scrip program (although anyone can
start a mission trip account--just let the
Scrip team at the table know:). Please
plan ahead to make sure your gift cards
arrive on time. Need other ideas? Just
ask at the Scrip table.

JUNE 2018
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Youth DISCIPLESHIP: Serving, Growing, Welcoming, Caring!
WHAT'S HAPPENING IN YOUTH MINISTRY?
Bethel Seniors & Parents ~ Bethel’s
Senior Sunday Service is planned for
the 8:30 worship service on Sunday,
June 3, in the Bethel sanctuary. Parents
and seniors, please meet in the Bethel
Youth Center at 8 a.m. that morning.
Summer Trippers ~
Your final trip payment is due on
June 15. You should receive a Summer
Trip Recap at the beginning of June
that itemizes your fundraiser earnings
and states your final balance. Please
call or email Barb Farmer if you do not
receive yours or if you have questions.
 8th Grade Mission Trippers -

we’re packing up! Please put these
dates on your calendars:
† All 8th Grade Mission Trip

participants will meet at Bethel at
2 p.m. on Thursday, June 14, to
discuss trip details and purchase
care supplies to take to the
missions you’ll serve in
Minneapolis.
† Your last meeting before the trip

is scheduled for Tuesday, June
19, at 7 p.m. at the Dairy Queen.
† We will meet at Bethel at 3:30 on

Sunday, June 24. We’ll have a
short send-off devo and you will
leave for Minneapolis as soon as
the vehicles are packed and ready
to go.
 Houston Trippers ~
† We’re planning a grilling night

with bonfire! Yes, we’re on the
final stretch to our departure
date, so we’ll meet to grill out
and review details for our trip all
at once. Put Wednesday, June
13, on your calendars and watch
your emails for details early in
the month.

Summer SonShine Days are coming!
Much like Magical Mystery Tour of the
past summers, we’ll be going
somewhere every month. You’ll
receive notice of the meeting time and
place and anything you may need for
the event, but now you’ll know what
we’ll be up to. Put these dates on your
calendars now – June 13, July 26. Our
August date is yet to be determined so
stand by. We’ll be sharing these
monthly summer events with youth
from other Northfield area churches
again this summer, so feel free to invite
a friend. Please watch for details in the
mail each month and plan to be a part
of the fun!

Looking ahead
– Mark Your
Calendars!

Rite of Confirmation ~ All 9ers,
families, and friends, please mark your
calendars for Sunday, October 14.
That’s the date for our 2018-19 10th
graders to affirm their faith at in Boe
Chapel on the St. Olaf campus at
1:30 p.m. Please plan to join us and
celebrate the rite of confirmation with
our youth.

Barb Farmer, Director of
Youth Ministries

786-8877

bfarmer@bethelnorthfield.org

See Barb’s letter to our high school seniors on page 2!
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BEFRIENDING
A portion of our BeFriender training
curriculum challenges us to consider
what “things” occupy our daily lives
and may interfere with our BeFriending
relationships. We learn if our “cups”
are filled with our own issues and
busyness we cannot be fully present to
our Friends while we visit. Boundaries
act as filters permitting what is
acceptable in our lives and what is not.
Setting healthy boundaries and
understanding our own need for selfcare, helps us maintain the balance we
need for happy, joy-filled lives.
Following are some ideas you may
want to think about as you consider
your own commitment to healthy
boundaries. Setting aside time to
exercise our bodies and our minds is

By Marci Groenewold
important for our overall health.
Setting goals and making the necessary
changes helps us to grow and become a
better people. It has become
increasingly evident that the ways we
nourish our bodies by what we eat and
drink and how we spend our time is
essential for our overall health. It’s
also important to set aside time for
laughing, playing and helping others
find joy and purpose in their lives. As
we give up guilt, regret, and depression,
we see the importance of letting go of
the past and moving on. If we
remember to take care of today, most
of the future will take care of itself.
Finally, we must learn from the past,
plan for the future and live in the
present.

OUR STORY: IT IS WHO WE ARE
I have been writing these columns for
the Bethel Banner since 2012. As my
Birthdays come and go, however, my
energy levels vary as do my active
engagements at church. It is my
noticing The Good that others do in
the midst of normal life at Bethel that
fosters my gratitude for our Bethel
community. But if I’m not engaged at
Bethel on a regular basis, I can’t notice
personally what is happening, and thus
my experiences with
The-Gospel-becoming-real-life at Bethel are
diminished.
On a hunch, that in retrospect seems
like a Gmail message from God, I
recently started rereading my Bethel
Banner posts from the past six years.
It is difficult for me to characterize my
reactions as I began rereading my
posts, start to finish. I had a sense of

knowing more about who we are at
Bethel than I have known in the 48
years that Jan and I have been
members. I felt personal emotions of
“goodness” or “gladness” and a sense
of immense “gratification” for being a
part of Bethel’s “story”.
I am personally engaged in the stories I
tell on a monthly basis in the Bethel
Banner, but at no time before have I
ever had such a powerful sense of who
we are as a congregation. It was like
stepping into the middle of a longrunning Broadway show. Maybe it was
the people mentioned – people I know
and who make me feel immensely
grateful. Names such as Tom
Pritchard and Thora Phelps are there,
as are 70 more from Sarah Swan
McDonald and Bill Nelson, to
Elizabeth Leer and Brian Jermeland.
All of them bring back images and

One of my friends shared
a saying that might help us keep our
perspective as we consider the
importance of self-care and healthy
boundaries. “Always keep at least five
kindred companions. One to
encourage, one to keep you humble
and three for socializing.”
So, what’s in your cup?
Blessings from Bethel's Befrienders
†
A core Befriender principle: “Caring Not
Curing.” For more information, call
Marci Groenewold, (507-649-0760),
Knight Stanley (612-877-0893), Myrna
Luehmann (507-951-7112), or the
Bethel office (786-6674).

By Bruce Roberts
memories of behaviors and emotions
that, as a whole, serve to celebrate our
lives together at Bethel.
As I begin to read again and again this
set of Bethel Banner posts about all of
you, I am uncertain that I will be able
to interpret what I read about us in a
way that will be meaningful to you
readers. But I will continue to write
about your six-year-set-of-stories as I have
time and energy over the months
ahead. Consider this a community
journey, perhaps a virtual pilgrimage in
search of personal, spiritual, moral and
“Body of Christ” significance.
Your stories are who we are -together.
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FROM THE MISSION & JUSTICE COMMITTEE
Help! Looking for new members.
Want to be a part of a group that is
committed to studying important faith
issues and finding ways to act out our
Christian faith? We have just the ticket
for you--come join the Mission and
Justice Committee, which meets from
September to May on the second
Thursday of each of those months.
Talk to Dottie Hammer, Gordon
Olson, Clark Cary, Judy Tonolli, Curt
Johnson, Zach Bahler, Carol Cole,
Pastor Becca, or Jim Holden if you
would like to sign up or just want to
find out more.


Fall Forum Series: The Criminal
Justice System
How much do we really know about
our criminal justice system? Here are
some alarming statements that tell us a
great deal about it--and how it is failing.
The first three are from a 2013 film
titled "The House I Live In" and the last
three are from a 2014 bestselling book
by Bryan Stevenson titled Just Mercy.
1. 5% of the world's population lives
in the United States, but 25% of
the world's prisoners are in U.S.
jails.
2. There are more black Americans in
our jails than were slaves in the
South before the Civil War.
3. 2.7 million American children have
at least one parent in jail.
4. The state of Alabama had more
juveniles sentenced to death per
capita than any other state - or
country in the world.
5. Today, over 50% of prison and jail
inmates in the U.S. have a
diagnosed mental illness, a rate
nearly five times greater than that

of the general adult population.
6. Approximately 75-80% of
incarcerated women are mothers
with minor children.
Standing alone these statistics are
depressing; but they say nothing about
the individual human beings whose
crimes have ruined their lives, and
often the lives of their families. And
though most of them "have done the
crime and will pay the time," there are
many (estimates range from 20,000 to
120,000) who are innocent and have
little hope of being released from
prison. Sadly, we also know that our
prison population is disproportionately
represented by black Americans and
that the emphasis in our criminal
justice system is often more about
punishment than rehabilitation.
So this is the topic we will address in a
series of six fall forums, beginning on
Sunday, September 23. We will have at
least two speakers (one being Carleton
Sociology professor Annette
Nierobisz), one film (the
aforementioned "The House I Live In"), a
panel which will address the prison
system in Rice County, a possible book
or article discussion, and a wrap-up
"What Can We Do?" session.
Our goal is to provide some education
about the realities of our criminal
justice system and information about
advocacy options for attendees, options
such as Bryan Stevenson's Equal Justice
Initiative. We also hope that those
who participate will develop greater
compassion for individuals who are
imprisoned.
"For you had compassion for the prisoners. .
." --Hebrews 10:34

WHAT’S NEW IN THE
LIBRARY?
“Perspective is the only thing that
can dramatically change your
results without changing any of
your circumstances.”
- Andy Andrews
The power of reframing things and
events cannot be overstated. Experts
tell us that if we want to have a positive
and satisfying life, we need to
consistently model the same in our
thinking. For most of us, that would
be a radical departure from the
negative talk that inhabits our brains.
So, how exactly can we make that shift?
During the month of June, Bethel
library features two authors who offer
literary enlightenment aimed at
constructively modifying our attitudes.
Andy Andrews, advisor to four
presidents and several NFL teams, is
one of the most highly demanded
motivational speakers in the country.
His books include: The Traveler’s

Gift: Seven Decisions that
Determine Personal Success, The
Noticer: Sometimes All a Person
Needs is a Little Perspective, The
Heart Mender, and for children, The
Boy Who Changed the World.
Inspired by visits to his dying professor
who told him, “Giving is living,”
author Mitch Albom began a writing
career tied to the pursuit of a more
meaningful life.
Starting with the immensely popular
Tuesdays with Morrie, Albom has
added The Five People You Meet in

Heaven, For One More Day, Have a
Little Faith, The Time Keeper, and
The First Phone Call from Heaven
to his list of successful sellers. All of
these titles are presently featured in the
Bethel church library.
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Fiscal Health as of April 30, 2018
YEAR TO DATE
ACTUAL
April 2018

Actual

Budget

Fav (Unfav)
Variance

Annual
Budget

Revenue
Total Revenue

$85,721 $357,593 $348,111

$9,482

$974,000

Expenses
Personnel

$59,765

$227,663

$234,220

$6,557

$708,653

Trustee

6,760

35,775

34,665

(1,110)

77,385

Benevolence

3,658

22,185

22,198

13

61,075

Mortgage/Reserves

3,231

12,924

12,924

-

38,776

Youth Formation

5,448

10,951

12,373

1,422

35,650

Administration

5,714

9,906

13,460

3,554

30,281

Adult Formation (negative denotes income)

1,367

1,115

2,500

1,385

7,485

Worship

333

2,280

2,653

373

7,050

Stewardship

445

1,341

1,680

339

5,045

Congregational Life (negative denotes income)

612

(743)

864

1,607

2,600

Total Expenses

$87,333

$323,397

$337,537

$14,140

$974,000

Net Income (Loss)

$(1,612)

$34,196

$10,574

$23,622

0*

OPERATING RESULTS SUMMARY
Expenses exceeded revenue by $2k in April. A net loss of $12k was expected this month.
Net Income
April: $2k net loss vs. $12k net loss budgeted. YTD $34k net income vs. $11k budgeted.
Revenue
April: $86k actual vs. $71k budgeted. YTD revenue is $357k. vs $348k budgeted. YTD actual and budget revenue are both
high as we have received numerous prepaid and lump sum contributions due to the changed tax laws.
Expense
April: $87k actual vs. $83k budgeted. YTD $323k actual vs. $338k budgeted. Drivers include: YTD lower Youth Formation
and Administration (timing), and Congregational Life revenue that exceeded expenses. Snowplowing expense has been
much larger than budgeted, causing the Trustee over-run. In April our snow removal
Nichole Porath,
expense was over $3k!
Mortgage balance at April 30, 2018: $313,548

Director of Finance
786-6687
nporath@bethelnorthfield.org
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MISSION INTERPRETER
This month’s installment of Mission
Interpreter continues from last month’s
article about business considered at the
Conference of Bishops of the ELCA
that met in March under “To Claim
and Test Our Heritage.”
The conference received an update on
the congregation vitality project. The
project was created to deepen the
ELCA’s understanding of
congregational vitality – what it means,
how vital the ELCA is now, how
vitality can be cultivated and how the
ELCA can foster cultivation. Key
findings identified in the report include:
 The most vital congregations can be

any size or shape

 Vitality is not directly connected to

numeric growth nor is it related to
congregation location;

 More vital does not mean more

sustainable.

The bishops affirmed a foundational
description of vitality that is both
focused enough to point a way forward
around core commitments and broad
enough to empower contextual
engagement for the sake of the gospel.
Also discussed were the 2016
resolution to increase diversity in
ELCA congregations, a commitment to
and relationships with young people
including a statement in support of
young people as they seek to address
gun violence and school safety, and a
two-year commitment to working with
seminaries in addressing the leadership
needs of the church, which led to
forming a number of small working
groups to address various aspects of
leadership from discernment and
recruitment to equipping, forming,
deploying and supporting leaders of all
sorts.
In other business, the ELCA
Conference of Bishops:
 Received an update on “Always

Being Made New: The Campaign

By Lois Stratmoen
for the ELCA” which has received
$144 million in cash and
commitments toward a Jan. 31,
2019 goal of $198 million.
 Received a draft of the policy

statement on inter-religious relations
to be considered by the 2019
Churchwide Assembly.

 Received reports from the director

of Mission Support, the ELCA
Youth Gathering, the ELCA vice
president, treasurer, secretary and
the Conference’s various
committees.

If you are interested in details on any of
these, go to the elca.org and search for
“Conference of Bishops 2018.”

NOONTIME ORGAN RECITALS
Northfield Noontime Organ Recitals
open their twelfth season this summer
beginning June 27 and concluding on
August 15. All seven recitals will be
held on Wednesdays from 12:15 to
12:45 p. m.:
June 27- Martha Barth, Andrew
Jacob, Matt Tykutki, and St. Olaf
Organ students at Boe Memorial
Chapel, St. Olaf College (part of Pipe
Organ Encounter for teens)

July 11 - Richard Collman, Organ,
and Randall Ferguson, Guitar, at
Northfield United Methodist Church,
(all J. S. Bach)
July 18 - Catherine Rodland at Boe
Memorial Chapel, St. Olaf College (at
the Conference on Worship, Theology
& the Arts)

July 25 - Noah Klein at All Saints
Episcopal Church
August 1- Stephen May at First
United Church of Christ
August 8 - Joanne Rodland at St.
John's Lutheran Church
August 15 - Janean Hall and Larry
Archbold at Skinner Chapel, Carleton
College
Some recitals will include a free-will
offering to defray publicity expenses.
For more information, contact Richard
Collman at 507-645-1357 or
email rkcollman@msn.com.
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JUNE WORSHIP SERVANTS
June 3

June 10

June 17

June 24

Assist. Minister
(8:30 a.m.)

Joel Leer

Mike Ahrens

Grace Casson

Noel Stratmoen

Assist. Minister
(10 a.m.)

10:45 a.m. Kristin Kivell

Christina Schwietz

Jessica Labenski

One Needed

Reader (8:30 a.m.)

Senior Sunday

Wayne Kivell

Bethel Youth

Paula Mathison

Reader (10 a.m.)

10:45 a.m. - one needed

Jim Holden

Bethel Youth

Ann Etter

Sacramental
Ministers (8:30 a.m.)

Senior Sunday

Rose Turnacliff, Connie
DeGrote, Sandy Ahrens,
Carol Cole, Wayne Kivell

Bethel Youth

Abbie Meierbachtol, Marcia
Omdahl, Sandy Reiman,
Lois Stratmoen, one needed

Sacramental
Ministers (10 a.m.)

10:45 a.m. - Dan & Jan
Foley, three needed

Sharon Stoeck, Ben
Bethel Youth
Chadwick, Lisa & Bronwyn
McDermott, Michael Sparby

Roger Van Veldhuizen, Ben
Chadwick, Dot Swanson,
two needed

Ushers (8:30 a.m.)

Senior Sunday

Gordon & Marilyn Kelly,
Char & Dave Jacobsen

Bethel Youth

Steve Meierbachtol, Roger
Glasgow, Larry Narhi, one
needed

Ushers (10 a.m.)

10:45 a.m. - Gerald
Christianson, Scott Stark,
two needed

Steve & Carol O’Neill,
Gerry & Carol Gengenbach

Bethel Youth

Gerald Christianson, Lisa &
Bronwyn McDermott, one
needed

Bob Kaul, Lee & Joyce
Skaar

Lee & Kitty Runzheimer

Bob Kaul, Leone Larson

Nametags (8:30 a.m.) Greg & Grete Walter
Nametags (10 a.m.)

10:45 a.m. - Greg & Grete
Walter

Bo & Mari Aylin

Lee & Kitty Runzheimer

Leone Larson, Sarah Swan
McDonald

Greeters (8:30 a.m.)

Bob Kaul,. Kristin Kivell

Lee & Kitty Runzheimer

Bob Kaul, Aaron & Kristi
Johnson

Maryann & Bob Kaul

Greeters (10 a.m.)

10:45 a.m. - Leone Larson,
one needed

Time & Jill Mahr

Aaron & Kristi Johnson

Sarah Swan McDonald,
Linda Bliese

Coffee Servers

Alyce & Wayne Kivell,
Jerald & Kari Olson, Brent
& Kristin Kivell, Lee &
Joyce Skaar, Mari Aylin,
Bob Kaul

Greg & Grete Walter, Alyce
& Wayne Kivell, Leone
Larson, Jason & Anne
Molesky

Peder Jothen & Kaethe
Schwehn, Julie LaVelle,
Norris & Joyce Stephenson,
Scott & Jan Stark

Brent & Kristin Kivell,
Sarah Swan McDonald,
Jane Runzheimer, Peder
Jothen & Kaethe Schwehn,
Norris & Joyce Stephenson,
Bryce Narveson
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JUNE WORSHIP SERVANTS
June 3

June 17

June 10

June 24

Altar Care

Alyce Kivell

Jerry & Andra Hamilton

The McDermott Family

Jerry & Andra Hamilton

Communion
Angels

Loren & Mary Baumbach

Sharon Stoeck

Carol Cole

One needed

A/V (8:30 a.m.)

Mack Haines
Madeline McDermott

Ryan Mibux
Sebastian Jenkinson

Mack Haines
Sebastian Jenkinson

Will Schuerman

A/V (10 a.m.)

10:45 a.m. - Will Schuerman
Nicholas Albright

Lucas Hoekstra

Madeline McDermott
Lucas Hoekstra

OH, LORD - I WANT TO BE IN THAT NUMBER!
The Bethel Banner is published monthly
as a ministry of Bethel Lutheran Church
of Northfield, Minnesota. The
congregation is invited to submit
articles to the church office. Articles

are due by the 15th of each month.

Questions, suggestions, or comments?
Contact editor Lisa McDermott at
lmcdermott@bethelnorthfield.org, by
phone at 645-0740, or call the church
office at 786-6674.

April Worship Attendance average per Sunday
2015

2016

2017

2018

544

517

615

631

Average Year-to-date Worship Attendance
2015

2016

2017

2018

474

523

494

476

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE APRIL CHURCH
COUNCIL MEETING…
There will be 3 attendees for Synod Assembly in May - Pr. Tim, Pr. Becca
and Brian Jermeland.
Wade confirmed there will be enough kitchen help by Council members for
the Experimental Worship on Sunday, April 15.
There was discussion and voting regarding an update to the Church
Constitution and Bylaws to include an Endowment Fund. Information and
details will be presented to the congregation prior to a congregational
meeting for review.

CHURCH COUNCIL
Brian Jermeland, President bjermeland@charter.net
Jill Fisher, Trustee - jillsberyl@gmail.com
Kevin Fink, Financial Officer kpfink@outlook.com
Maren Bahler*, Personnel Officer marenbahler@gmail.com
Randy Peterson, Steward randypeterson221@gmail.com
Zach Bahler, At Large for Mission & Justice zachary.j.bahler@gmail.com
Peder Jothen*, At Large for Visual Arts Jothen@stolaf.edu
Wade Schulz, At Large for Kitchen
Committee - woodyschulz@gmail.com
Jen Rauk, At Large - jbrauk02@me.com
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BETHEL STAFF

Timothy McDermott, Senior Pastor ................................. 786-6674 ........... tmcdermott@bethelnorthfield.org
Becca Wold Freeman, Associate Pastor ........................... 786-6674 ........... rwoldfreeman@bethelnorthfield.org
Megan Engel, Director of Music and Worship ............... 786-8874 ........... mengel@bethelnorthfield.org
Barb Farmer, Director of Youth Ministries ..................... 786-8877 ........... bfarmer@bethelnorthfield.org
Pam Vig, Director of Children’s Ministries ..................... 786-8878 ........... pvig@bethelnorthfield.org
Juley Jenkinson, Nursery Coordinator .............................. 786-6674 ........... jjenkinson@bethelnorthfield.org
Kristin Haines, Office Administrator ............................... 786-8876 ........... khaines@bethelnorthfield.org
Nichole Porath, Director of Finance ................................ 786-6687 ........... nporath@bethelnorthfield.org
Alice Carson, Payroll and Benefits Coordinator ............. 786-8986 ........... acarson@bethelnorthfield.org
Candy Nordine, Secretary/Receptionist - T, W, F ......... 786-6674 ........... cnordine@bethelnorthfield.org
Open, Secretary/Receptionist - M, Th ............................. 786-6674 ...........
Lisa McDermott, Newsletter Editor ................................. ........................... lmcdermott@bethelnorthfield.org
Church Library...................................................................... ........................... library@bethelnorthfield.org
Brent Kivell, Custodian
Dan Kallman, Adult Choir Dir.
Jill Mahr, Youth Handbell Dir. Christina Schwietz, Kindergarten Choir Dir.
Blair Fowler, Building Manager Dan Nelson, A/V Room Manager

Kristin Kivell, Carol & Alleluia Choirs Dir.
Larry Narhi, Custodian

STAY CONNECTED TO BETHEL FROM THE DOCK OR THE CAMPSITE
Can’t be with us Sunday morning? We’re just a click away! Bethel worship services are available on your tablet or smart
phone all day and all night on our website (bethelnorthfield.org). (The monthly Banner can be found there, too!)
Want to hear another great sermon or anthem again? You can also view archived past services from the Video Archive tab.
If you have cable access to Channel 187, our worship services are broadcast on Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.
and Saturdays at 7:30 p.m.
You can stay in touch with giving, too, by signing up for Simply Giving, our electronic giving program,
or by using our QR code.
Have a great vacation!

ON A LIGHTER NOTE...
It was Palm Sunday but because of a
sore throat, 5-year-old James stayed
home from church with a sitter. When
the family returned home, they were
carrying several palm fronds. Johnny
asked them what they were for.
"People held them over Jesus' head as
he walked by," his father told him.
"Wouldn't you know it," James fumed,
"the one Sunday I don't go and he
shows up!"



A pastor who was new to town was to
hold a graveside burial service for a
man with no family or friends. Not
knowing where the cemetery was, he
made several wrong turns and got lost.
When he eventually arrived an hour
late, the hearse was nowhere in sight,
the backhoe was next to the open hole,
and the workmen were sitting under a
tree eating lunch.
The diligent young pastor went to the
open grave and found the vault lid

already in place. Feeling guilty because
of his tardiness, he preached an
impassioned and lengthy service,
sending the deceased to the great
beyond in style.
As he returned to his car, one of the
workman said to the other, "I've been
putting in septic tanks for twenty years
and I’ve never seen anything like that!"
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

CALENDAR - JUNE 2018
3

4

5

7

8

9

Senior Sunday

6 p.m. WELCA
Circle Salad
Potluck

1:30 p.m. Bethel
Staff meeting

8:15 a.m. FAB Faith & Books

9 a.m. Private
Event

6:30 p.m.
Northfielders for
Justice in
Palestine/Israel

5 p.m. Personnel
Committee

8:30 a.m. WoW
(Women of the
Word)

16

8:30 a.m. Worship
9:30 a.m. Coffee
& Fellowship
10:45 a.m.
Worship

6

7 p.m.
Stewardship
Committee

10

11

12

13

14

15

8:30 a.m. Worship

9 a.m. Vacation
Bible School

9 a.m. Vacation
Bible School

9 a.m. Face It
Men's Group

8:15 a.m. FAB Faith & Books

6 p.m. Face It
Men's Group

1:30 p.m. Bethel
Staff meeting

9 a.m. Vacation
Bible School

9 a.m. Vacation
Bible School

8:30 a.m. WoW
(Women of the
Word)

6:30 p.m.
Northfielders for
Justice in
Palestine/Israel

Summer Sonshine
Days

9:30 a.m.
Enneagram
Group

9:30 a.m. Coffee
& Fellowship
10 a.m. Worship
11 a.m. New
Member Event
5 p.m.
Experimental
Worship

7 p.m. Finance
Committee

High School
Houston Trip
meeting

2 p.m. 8th Grade
Mission Trip
meeting
7 p.m. Church
Council meeting

17

18

8:30 a.m. Worship
9:30 a.m. Coffee
& Fellowship
10 a.m. Worship

19

20

21

22

1:30 p.m. Bethel
Staff meeting

8:15 a.m. FAB Faith & Books

6:30 p.m.
Northfielders for
Justice in
Palestine/Israel

2 p.m. 1st
Corinthians
Support Group

8:30 a.m. WoW
(Women of the
Word)

23

7:30 p.m. Vision
Seekers

7 p.m. 8th Grade
Mission Trip
meeting
24

25

26

27

28

29

30

8th Grade Mission
Trip

8th Grade Mission
Trip

8th Grade Mission
Trip

8th Grade Mission
Trip

8th Grade Mission
Trip

8th Grade Mission
Trip

8:30 a.m. Worship

High School ELCA
Youth Gathering
Trip

High School ELCA
Youth Gathering
Trip

High School ELCA
Youth Gathering
Trip

High School ELCA
Youth Gathering
Trip

High School ELCA
Youth Gathering
Trip

High School ELCA
Youth Gathering
Trip

6 p.m. Face It
Men's Group

1:30 p.m. Bethel
Staff meeting

9 a.m. Face It
Men's Group

8:15 a.m. FAB Faith & Books

8:30 a.m. WoW
(Women of the
Word)

9:30 a.m. Coffee
& Fellowship
10 a.m. Worship
10:30 a.m. Red
Barn Pizza

12:15 p.m.
Noontime Organ
Recital
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www.facebook.com/bethellutheran
Email: bethel@bethelnorthfield.org

●●●

Return Service Requested

Bethel Lutheran Church is a body of believers redeemed by Christ who
Call and welcome all people;
Act to serve our neighbors in need;
Respond with God’s love to one another; and
Encourage spiritual growth.

WORSHIP AT RED BARN
Join us for worship, wood-fired pizza, live music and family-friendly activities at the Red
Barn Pizza Farm!
The Red Barn Pizza Farm is opening its doors to Bethel on a special day – Sunday,
June 24, from 10:15 a.m. – 1 p.m. Invite your friends and neighbors to join us for
worship and a meal! For worship, please bring your own lawn chairs, blankets, or
whatever you would like to sit on to be comfortable for the service. At 10:30 a.m., the
outdoor worship experience will begin - you should arrive 15 minutes before the service
to set up your chairs or blankets. It is a handicapped-accessible facility, and there will be
Bethelites assisting those needing help with mobility. Dress casually. When the service is
over, the Red Barn will begin providing wood-fired pizza (around 11:30 a.m.). Bring
your own drinks, salads, desserts, dishes, utensils, napkins, lawn chairs, blankets and
whatever else will help make your meal complete! The cost is $10/adult and $5/child (12 and under).
In order to ensure that adequate pizza is available, the sign-up deadline is Monday, June 18. Sign up today at the
information station! We hope you will join us for this time of worship, fellowship, and outreach with our neighbors!
Note: There will be services at Bethel that morning at both 8:30 and 10 a.m.!

