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WORSHIP WITH 
US IN JUNE! 
June 6:  Fireside Worship, 
and parking lot Senior Sunday 
at 8:30 a.m.  All are welcome. 

June 13:  Fireside Worship 
and parking lot worship at 
8:30 and 10:30 a.m. 

June 20 and 27:  In-Sanctuary 
worship at 8:30 a.m. and 
parking lot worship at 
10:30 a.m. 

Bring your lawn chair for 
parking lot worship! 

After 25 years of dedicated 
service, 1,221 homilies, 183 
monthly Banners, and 
countless heartfelt 
conversations, Sunday, 
June 13, will be Pastor Tim 

and Lisa’s last Sunday at Bethel.  

• Join us for Worship at 8:30 and 10:30 
a.m. for Pastor Tim’s 1,222th homily in 
the Bethel parking lot and bring your 
lawn chair! 

• The reception will begin at noon at 
the Red Barn. We will enjoy pizza, 
cupcakes, and a farewell program 
beginning at 1 p.m. Suggested food 
donation is $10 per adult and $5 per 
child (max of $35 per family), pay in 
advance on Simply Giving or by check 
with “Red Barn” in the notation.  

• Share your photos and memories for a 
special memory book by dropping 
them in the box in the east vestibule or 
by emailing Brenda at 
batzinger@bethelnorthfield.org 

• If you wish to contribute to the 
McDermott’s goodbye gift, you may do 
so on Simply Giving or by check with 
“McDermott Goodbye Gift” in the 
notation.  
 

We have been so blessed by the steadfast 
leadership and ministry of Pastor Tim. As a 
member of Bethel when Pastor Tim arrived 
and one who has been befriended by him, 
Anton Armstrong shared these thoughts 
when he reflected on Pastor Tim and his 
ministry:  

GOD BLESS OUR SENIORS! 

LET’S CELEBRATE THE MCDERMOTTS! 

We celebrate our high school graduates and pray blessings over 
them as they begin their next chapter.  
Congratulations, Class of 2021! 

Grant Albers - Central Lakes College, Brainerd 
Noah Arndt - Luther College 
Claire Bussman - UW Eau Claire 
Martha Grace Casson - Colorado College 
Solvei Christopherson - Luther College 
Adison Dack - Gustavus College 
Annie Frank - University of Arizona 
Isaac Guggisberg - UW Stout 
Bohde Hasse – TBD 
Draven Hendershot - Entering the work force 
Sara Holman - North Dakota State University 
Emma Johnson - St. Olaf College 
Isak Johnson - St. John’s University 
Cecelia Kivell - Gustavus College 
Katherine Koehler - Gustavus College 
Sylvia Koenig - Miami University of Ohio 
Kylie Kvernmo - UW La Crosse 
Luke Labenski - Creighton University 
Anders Larson - Western Washington University 
Erik Larson - University of Bozeman 
 

Bronwyn McDermott - RIT, NY 
Madeline McDermott - San Francisco Univ. 
Laura McLees - Cornell College, IA 
Holly Middlebrooks - Emory University 
Allyson Mikulecky - UW River Falls 
Mariah O’Donnell - Undecided 
Elise Olson - UW Madison 
Kyah Olson-Sola - Luther College 
Lenyn Pfau - UW Madison 
Charlie Pratt - TBD 
Dillon Rowan - TBD 
Haakon Rustad- Luther College 
Gabrielle Schmoll- North Dakota State Univ. 
Evan Sieger- Fort Lewis College 
Madison Smith- UW Eau Claire 
Marta Sorenson- Macalester College 
Emma Torstenson- University of Colorado 
Ellen Varley- St. Olaf College 
Ryan Will- St. John’s University 

Continued on page 2 ... 
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Dear Beloved Bethelites, 

Well, this is one of the most difficult 
articles I have ever had to write for the 
Banner - how can we sum up our 
gratitude for the past 25 years (me) and 
21 years (Lisa)?   

You have blessed us with incredible 
staff and lay leader partners who serve 
God and Bethel (and each other) with 
open hearts, creative minds, and much 
good humor.  Despite the changes over 
the years, and this year in particular, 
Bethel is blessed by these servants.  
Pastor Inger will be similarly blessed by 
partnership with them and you; we 
know you are in good hands. 

You have challenged and upheld our 
ministry in ways that have strengthened 
our relationship with Christ’s church.  
Your partnership and your generosity 
have inspired us in our own 
discipleship.  Your graciousness and 
forgiveness have been signs of the Holy 
Spirit at work.  Jesus’ words, “Where two 
or more are gathered in my name, I am there 
also,” (Matthew 18:20) has certainly 
been true for us: in shared service, in 
Church Council and other meetings(!), 
and especially in Bethel worship.   

You have celebrated with us all the 
blessings of these decades and mourned 

the low spots, including the deaths of 
three of our parents.  Our third date 
(and many subsequent ones!) was at a 
Bethel member’s house.  You hosted 
our wedding with enthusiasm.  You 
celebrated the birth of the girls and 
helped raise them, too.  You held us up 
during the hard years after Tim’s fall.  
You showed up with shop vacs when 
our house flooded, and with rakes, 
chainsaws, and coffee when a tornado 
took down many trees and part of our 
home.  We regularly receive gifts of 
grapefruit and Irish butter (you know 
who you saints are!).  You will no doubt 
be surrounding our girls with best 
wishes on Senior Sunday and as they 
head out to new horizons this fall.  We 
have never doubted how much we are 
loved – an amazing gift indeed. 

We are also so thankful for all the ways 
that you have allowed us to enter your 
lives.  What a privilege it has been to 
walk beside you as you have dealt with 
the joys and hardships of life.  As your 
pastor and PS (pastor’s spouse) you 
have invited us into your living rooms, 
kitchens, hospital rooms, and at the 
death beds of your loved ones.  We 
have celebrated baptisms (date #114 – 
Ruthie Nelson’s baptism party on 
August 22), weddings, confirmations, 

FROM OUR SENIOR PASTOR 
graduations, and lives well lived 
together.  You have shown us your 
heartbreak, vulnerability and 
humanness in extraordinary ways.  We 
hope that you know how much you are 
loved, too.  In the words of St. Paul: 

3 [We] thank [our] God every time [we] 
remember you, 4 constantly praying with joy in 
every one of [our] prayers for all of 
you, 5 because of your sharing in the gospel 
from the first day until now. 6 [We are] 
confident of this, that the one who began a 
good work among you will bring it to 
completion by the day of Jesus 
Christ…  9 And this is [our] prayer, that 
your love may overflow more and more …’ 

It has been the greatest honor to be 
among you.  You will always be in our 
hearts and prayers.  God’s blessings be 
with you. 

Your Partners in the Gospel,  

Pastor Tim and Lisa 

• Deeply spiritual and always seeking 
greater insight to not only the meaning of 
scripture but how he is called to be a most 
obedient child of God. 

• Gifted as an inspiring homilist who 
preaches the abiding love and GRACE 
of God through his many sermons. 

• Tim is strongly committed to the spiritual 
education of members of all ages, 
especially our children and youth! 

• Tim constantly is showing gratitude for 
the lives and work of the members of 
Bethel as they carry out God's command 
to us all to care for the "least of these." 

• Tim has been a faithful and 

compassionate "shepherd" to his often 
"headstrong flock" at Bethel.  He has 
used wise counsel as he has led this 
congregation in growth and diversity these 
past 25 years. 

• Always concerned about the health and 
welfare of his Bethel members.  In 2006 
and 2013 when I had surgery, he was at 
the hospital to pray with me before the 
two operations and followed up very 
quickly afterwards.  Also his ministry to 
Bethel members at Northfield Retirement 
Community and others not able to attend 
church is so commendable. 

 

We are so grateful for the gift of your 
ministry, Pastor Tim. As Tim said in 
one of his recent homilies, “I wouldn’t 
have made it without Lisa,” and neither 
would we. The two of you and your 
family have shaped Bethel forever and 
have been true examples of how to 
share Christ’s love with a big heart. We 
offer our gratitude, our prayers, and 
our unending friendship. God loves 
you, and so do we.  

MCDERMOTT GOODBYE, continued...  He hasn’t changed a bit, has he?! 
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FaB (Faith and Books) - FaB's 
weekly discussions of The Story of Ruth: 
Twelve Moments in Every Woman's Life by 
Joan Chittister have been some of our 
richest. The study will continue 
throughout June. We will begin the 
book Holy Envy: Finding God in the Faith 
of Others by Barbara Brown Taylor later 
in June. Join us via Zoom each 
Thursday from 9:30 - 10:30 
a.m. To be added to our email 
list, please contact 
lanareich@yahoo.com. We'd 
love to have you join us. 
 

Men of Bethel (MoB) - We will be 
taking the summer months of June, 
July, and August off. See you in the fall! 

Mission Quilters will be meeting once 
a month during the summer from 9-
11:30 a.m. This month will be Tuesday, 
June 8. For more details, call Dottie 
Hammer. at 507-301-3632 or  
218-639-5296. 

ARLA - Join us Tue., June 8, 9:30-
10:30 a.m. for an important Zoom 
presentation by Dr. Rod Christensen, 
speaking on the topic, "Why do Black 
Americans Have Poorer Health 

NEWS FROM AROUND BETHEL 

Outcomes?” This is a joint effort of 
ARLA of Bethel, United Church of 
Christ, and St. John's Women.  
Everyone is welcome!  Register at: 
https://tinyurl.com/
racemattersinhealthcare  
Call Paula Mathison at 507-645-7546 or 
Connie DeGrote at 506-645-7091 with 
any questions. 
 

Bethel Vision Seekers, our men’s 
fellowship group, is vaccinated and will 
meet in-person and outdoors Wed., June 
9, at 7 p.m. on the Tanzenwald patio. If 
you wish to be added to the list, please 
contact Kelly Groenewold at  
kelly.groenewold@gmail.com. 
 

The ladies of Women of the Word 
(WoW) will begin their study of Daniel 
by Beth Moore in June. This Bible study 
will include a video presentation to 
prepare us for our week's lessons 
and for now will continue on 
Zoom. Please check with any of our 

group or contact Myrna Luehmann at 
507-951-7112 to receive info on dates 
and the plans for the 9 a.m. Friday 
meetings.  
 

Scrip - In this season of summer, with 
graduations, weddings, outdoor sports, 
and gatherings (finally!) think Scrip! It 
is never too early to start earning 

for your 2022 youth trips! 
Whether it is purchases you are 
going to make anyway - gas, 
groceries, coffee, pizza, snacks 
or summer sports equipment, 
or purchases for that special 

event - a birthday, anniversary, or 
Father’s Day, there is a Scrip card that 
works for you! With multiple ways to 
purchase Scrip (physical cards, re-loads, 
downloads and the RaiseRight phone 
‘wallet’), using Scrip makes ‘cents.’  As 
always, please call Lori at 612-226-7022 
or Krista at 612-840-3626 with 
questions or to arrange for Scrip card 
pickup at church. Or visit the Scrip 
table on Sundays after church. 

 

BETHEL IS HIRING A NEW 
DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRY! 
We are in search of a new Director of Youth Ministry after 
Barb Farmer  retires later this summer. This position is full 
time, benefits eligible, and is uniquely rewarding in learning 
from and impacting our youth! If this position sounds like 
your calling, or if you know the perfect person to nudge in 
our direction, contact Nichole at 
nporath@bethelnorthfield.org or Phyllis Larson at 
larson.phyllis@gmail.com. 

VOLUNTEER AT THE 
CAC!  
The ever-growing number of 
vaccinations in Northfield have many 
of us feeling some relief in the 
ongoing pandemic, we have the 
opportunity to reach out and help our 
neighbors. The need for volunteers at 
the CAC continues to be GREAT, 
especially with National Honor 
Society students finishing the school 
year. Volunteering only takes a couple 
of hours and is a terrific way for you, 
your middle or high schooler, and/or 
your entire family to connect and 
serve our  neighbors. If you have a 
couple spare hours in your week, 
contact Dawn Wegscheid at 507-664-
3585 and volunteer today!  

FILL OUT YOUR TIME AND TALENT, ROAD MAP, 
AND SCOOP! 
The annual Time and Talent form, and forms for enrolling kids in Bethel 
programming will roll into your email boxes soon.  Please take a few minutes to 
fill out each form applicable to you and your family.  Thank you for all the ways 
you give to the ministry of our church and our world! 



 

 

WHAT’S NEW IN CHILDREN’S MINISTRY? 

Children ~ Youth ~ Disciples ~ Children ~ Youth ~ Disciples 

Upcoming Dates: 
August 4, 11, 18 - Family Vacation Bible School 
 

Family Vacation Bible School 
We are excited to announce a joint VBS with our partner 
churches: St. John’s, Emmaus, and St. Peter’s. August 4, 11, 
and 18th we will have an outdoor Family VBS experience at 
Bethel: Under the Stars. This will involve a dinner picnic 
opportunity, worship experience, story time, and activity 
stations for families. All children must remain under 
supervision as there is no childcare provided. Timeframe 
will be an optional picnic dinner at 5:30 p.m., followed by 
programming from 6-7 p.m. Suggested donation for all 
three sessions is $20, collected at the first event. 

 

Time to Breathe 

Well, friends, we made it. We made it all the way through 
the 2020-2021 academic year, and what an accomplishment 
that has been! If your household looks anything like mine, 
you’ve been hanging on like a cat up a tree for the last 
several weeks anxiously anticipating summer break. It’s 
been a year of challenges, growth, and new opportunities. 
Seeing COVID restrictions lifting little by little is so 

encouraging. Light...there’s light at the end of the tunnel.  

Of course, as Christians, there is always light. Sometimes it’s 
easy to forget that we are the light…we have the light of 
Christ living within us. Sometimes the noise, uncertainties 
and stress can act like a wet blanket over the light, but the 
light is still burning. It has been a joy to share Family Sunday 
School, Limitless!, Trunk or Treat, Breaking News from 
Bethlehem, the Easter Egg & Story Event, the mosaic 
artwork, and three in-person retreats with our Bethel 
children. I am so proud of their perseverance and willingness 
to work “outside of the box.”  

May you be blessed with time to breathe, time to connect to 
the Light, and be refreshed. I appreciate you and I’m proud 
of you. You are raising amazing children. Thanks for sharing 
them with me.  

Be blessed. We’re in this together. 

Brenda 
Brenda Atzinger, Director of  

Children’s Ministries 
786-8878 

batzinger@bethelnorthfield.org 
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In 1998 I participated in the first Bethel BeFriender ministry 
class. Pastor Tim and Susan Quinell completed a Lutheran 
Social Services leadership BeFriender training course and 
began the BeFriender ministry at Bethel. For Pastor Tim, 
sharing a pastoral ministry only made sense. He recognized 
that the gift of pastor was not his exclusively. Since it was 
physically impossible for him to visit everyone who needed 
him weekly, the logical solution was to teach others how to 
minister in a non-judgmental and confidential way.  During 
the training sessions the foundation principles of the ministry 
were taught: God is present. Caring, not curing. 
Nonjudgmental presence. Active listening.   

A BeFriender’s role is to provide a non-anxious listening 
presence to a friend. There is no need to fix. There is only a 
need to listen and understand. Instead of having several 
people to visit, generally only one person is assigned. The 
BeFriender commits to visiting or checking in regularly with 
their friend.  

When asked how many trained BeFrienders Pastor Tim 
wanted to have at Bethel, he said 100. Over the years more 
than 100 Bethelites have taken BeFriender training. Today 
BeFrienders is just one of Bethel’s Care Ministries along with 

the Companions, Home Communion, Prayer Shawl, Meal, 
and Card Ministries.   

Pastor Tim continued his support of this ministry by 
faithfully meeting with the BeFriender coordinators monthly. 
Although the ministry has changed throughout the years, 
Bethel’s commitment to “Live the truth that every one of us 
is loved, valued and belongs,” is and continues to be a key 
component of the BeFriender Ministry. On behalf of all the 
Befriender Coordinators, thank you, Pastor Tim, for bringing 
this ministry to Bethel and best wishes as you enjoy your next 
adventure.   

Blessings from Bethel’s BeFriender Coordinators, 
 

A fundamental BeFriender principle: “Nonjudgmental 
presence.” For more information regarding the BeFriender 
Ministry at Bethel, please contact: 
 

Marci Groenewold 507-649-0760, Knight Stanley 612-877-0893,   
Myrna Luehmann 507-951-7112, Vicki Roller 507-645-8999,  
Karen Mader, 507-301-4368 or the Bethel Office 507-786-6674. 

BEFRIENDERS by Marci Groenewold 



 

 

Bethel Seniors & Parents ~ Bethel’s 
Senior Sunday Worship & Celebration 
is planned for 8:30 a.m. on Sunday, 
June 6, in the Bethel parking lot. Parents 
and seniors, please meet in the Bethel 
CLC at 8:00 a.m. that morning. In case 
of rain, the service will move into the 
sanctuary for seniors and parents only 
and will be livestreamed for family and 
friends. More details will be sent closer 
to that day; please watch for further 
updates! 

Summer Trippers ~ Your final trip 
payment is due on June 15th. You 
should receive a Summer Trip Recap at 
the beginning of June that itemizes your 
fundraiser earnings and states your final 
balance. Please call or email Barb 
Farmer if you do not receive yours or if 
you have questions. 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN YOUTH MINISTRY? 
8th Grade Mission Trippers ~ We’re 
packing up!  Please put these dates 
on your calendars: 

• All 8th Grade Mission Trip 
participants will meet at Bethel at 
2:00 p.m. on Wednesday, June 9, to 
discuss trip details and a packing 
list for Minneapolis. 

• Your last meeting before the trip is 
scheduled for Tuesday, June 8, at 
7:00 p.m. at the Dairy Queen.  

• On Sunday, June 20, there will be 
there will be a service of blessing 
and sending during the 10:30 a.m. 
worship at the parking lot service at 
Bethel. Please try to attend this 
service and come forward when 
you’re called by the pastor. 

JUNE 2021 Page 5 

Children ~ Youth ~ Disciples ~ Children ~ Youth ~ Disciples 

Summer SonShine Days are back!  
Every month during the summer, we’re 
planning some fun just for middle 
schoolers. At the beginning of each 
month, you’ll receive notice of the 
meeting time and place and anything 
you may need for the event, so plan to 
be part of the fun! Put these dates on 
your calendars – June 16, July 14, 
August 19 – and watch for details at the 
beginning of each month. We’ll be 
sharing these monthly summer events 
with youth from other Northfield area 
churches again this summer, so feel free 
to invite a friend! 

Barb Farmer, Director of  
Youth Ministries 

786-8877 
bfarmer@bethelnorthfield.org 

A LETTER TO THE SENIORS 

Bethel seniors ~  

Early in my ministry a trusted mentor called me holy.  
This seemed like an absurd association to me as I felt 
anything BUT holy.  At various times, I felt in over my 
head, inept, incapable of managing it all, and at best, 
barely hanging on by my fingernails.  In truth, I still have 
those moments.  But then this mentor gave me the meaning 
of holy – set apart for a special purpose.  Even though that 
still didn’t seem like it applied to me, I could at least wrap 
my head around it and strive to become it.  Because I 
believe we all have a special purpose in this life.   

I’m passing that adjective along to you, Bethel seniors.  You 
are holy.  You are each set apart for a special purpose.  At 
Bethel, we’ve told you that in various ways as you’ve grown 
in your faith, but probably haven’t attached that word – 
holy – to you.  So I’m doing that now.  You are holy.   God 
has hopes for you.  God expects great things from you.  
God is cheering you on. A quote from Max Lucado states, 
“If God had a refrigerator, your picture would be on it.  If 
he had a wallet, your photo would be in it. . . Face it friend, 
He is crazy about you!” 

Like me as I started at Bethel, however, the expectations 
that knowledge can imply might feel overwhelming to you.  

So I pass along another favorite quote by 
Rick Yancey, “God doesn’t call the 
equipped.  God equips the called.”  You 
have been given certain talents and gifts 
that may or may not seem holy to you.  
So it may take time to find that sweet spot 

that is meant just for you.  It may not happen in the next few 
years or maybe even in the next decade.  And it may not be in 
your profession but in another pursuit that gives your life 
meaning.  But God will equip you for some special purpose 
that is holy.  Watch and wait for it. 

And as you do that, know that you are not alone in what 
you’ve been called to.  God will be there, going before, 
behind, beside, above, and within you to show you the way.  
You’re not expected to do this “holy” thing on your own.  
Remember?  God is crazy about you!  And will be cheering 
you on. 

Know that you are God’s precious and beloved child. 
Remember who you are and whose you are. 

Love and peace to you Bethel seniors, 

 

   



 

 

FINANCIAL NOTES  

Net Income: $25k net income in March vs. $10k net loss budget.  

Revenue: $64k actual vs. $65k budgeted. YTD income is $1k over budget. Thank you for continuing to give so generously! 
 

Expense: $95k actual vs. $81k budgeted due to several lump-sum donor advised gifts coming in April. YTD income is 15k 
over budget. 

Endowment Fund balance:  $32,912  

 Nichole Porath, 
Director of Finance 

786-6687 
nporath@bethelnorthfield.org 
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The Bethel Banner is published 
monthly as a ministry of Bethel 
Lutheran Church of Northfield, 
Minnesota. Articles are due by the 
15th of each month. Questions, 
suggestions, or comments?  Contact 
editor Chelsey Headrick at 
cheadrick@bethelnorthfield.org, or 
call the church office at 786-6674. 

FISCAL HEALTH, as of April 30, 2021 

     

MONTH 
Actual 

YEAR TO DATE   

        

Actual Budget 
Fav (Unfav) 

Variance 
Annual 
Budget 

Revenue         
  Total Revenue  $95,044   $332,421   $317,775   $14,646   $865,350  

Expenses          
  Personnel  $44,938   $177,294   $197,964   $20,670   $600,590  

  Facilities/Reserves  15,983   50,856   40,888   (9,968)  106,380  

  Benevolence  6,017   19,242   15,832   (3,410)  66,950  

  Children's Ministry  (15)  550   952   402   10,815  

  Youth Ministry  180   34   2,468   2,434   14,550  

  Administration & Technology  2,294   18,705   23,628   4,923   47,460  

  Adult& Family Ministry  59   262   1,642   1,380   4,950  

  Worship & Music  157   962   2,612   1,650   6,860  

  Congregational Life   405   746   2,518   1,772   6,800  

  Total Expenses  $70,018   $268,651   $288,504   $19,853   $865,355  

Net Income (Loss)  $25,026   $63,770   $29,271   $34,499   0*  

           

  *We always budget our revenue to meet expenses.         

A RECORD EASTER OFFERING!  

A record $9,095 was received in our Easter offering for  
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS) and  
Accompanying Migrant Minors with Protection, Advocacy, 
Representation and Opportunities (AMMPARO), both  
Lutheran-based organization that work at our southern  
border.  We continue to marvel at the generosity of 
God's people at Bethel!  Thank you for all you give. 
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A PRAYER FROM THE 
STEWARDSHIP 
COMMITTEE 

Life is Your Gift, Creator God; Life is 
Your gift to me. Through Baptism, you invite 

me to share the gift of my life in service to 
others. Be with me as I choose each day to 

show your presence in our world. Give me the 
courage and generosity to respond to your 

love, to your call. I pray especially for those 
who serve you in ministry throughout our 

church and beyond. May we bear the “Good 
News” to those in need. Keep us close to you.  

Open the minds and hearts of many other 
men, women, and young people that they may 
accept your challenge to build the Kingdom in 
our parish, our community and our world. 

For if not us, who? If not here, where? If not 
now, when? If not for Your Kingdom, why?  

We make this prayer through Christ our 
Lord.  Amen 

“Be open to life. Be open to 
opportunities. Be open to saying yes, to 
following your passion. Be open to 
connecting with your soul and live from 
that place. That is what makes your life 
unique. Pursue what brings you joy. 
Because what brings you joy is looking 
for you.” - Joaquin Jesus Mendez Frias, age 
55. Passed away on May 3rd, 2021. 
 

Those words were left by a family 
friend to his wife and children upon his 
passing earlier this spring and they are 
words which resonate fully with me, 
especially as I was asked to write about 
a short personal “giving story” that 
detailed the, “joy of giving time, talent 
and/or treasure.” 
 

The story itself is unspectacular.  Two 
summers ago, my 7th grade daughter 
was asked to play percussive 
instruments with The Northfield 
Community Band. They would be 
playing patriotic songs at Bridge Square 
and Greta was quite excited to be asked 
to participate and I was excited for her. 

THE EASE OF GIVING - PURSUE WHAT BRINGS YOU JOY 

An initial goal of the Bethel Endowment 
Fund Committee was to reach a fund 
total of $25,000. This threshold allows 
us to merge our funds with an 
established endowment fund to gain the 
advantages that these much larger funds 
have in the investment world. 

We are very pleased to announce that 
this goal was met due to support from 
the Bethel Finance Committee and the 
congregational vote.  The accumulated 
balance in the undesignated memorials 
fund and a portion of the 2020 surplus 
was added to the existing balance in the 
Bethel Endowment Fund to reach a 
total of $32,912.  This total is made up 
of many individual gifts to Bethel which 
together will be the basis of a permanent 
endowment fund.  This is an exciting 
step for Bethel and we thank you all. 

We are researching endowment funds 

with which to invest our funds.  
Becoming part of a large endowment 
fund allows us access to investment 
expertise and investment opportunities 
that small investors do not have.  This 
will translate into more income that we 
can use to make awards for special 
projects in the future. 

Annual gifts to support current needs 
are vital but holistic giving looks at 
future needs also.  Direct gifts today to 
the Bethel Endowment Fund as well as 
legacy gifts such as will provisions and 
life insurance can be your way to 
support the mission of Bethel far into 
the future. 

Thank you for all of your gifts to Bethel. 

Ryan Blumhoefer, Mari Aylin, Lu Lindstrom, 
Bill Nelson, Chuck Sandstrom, Randy 
Peterson, Barb Fowler, Gordon Olson 

I picked her up from a rehearsal and 
learned that there was one other 
percussionist and Greta, and some 
songs had 7 parts. The next rehearsal I 
offered my time and talent to the band - 
before anyone asked - as there was a 
need and I could help fill it. Now mind 
you, there were some extremely talented 
percussionists who were present for the 
actual performance. The entire 
ensemble, in fact, was filled with gifted 
musicians. Could they have gotten by 
without me? Absolutely. Did my 
presence affect the performance? You 
bet it did. Was the performance 
enhanced by my presence? Debatable. I 
played an extremely difficult piece on 
the snare drum and from about 8 
measures in, decided not to play the 
music, but just play something that “fit 
in.” I think it worked. I choose to tell 
myself this. I was approached by quite a 
few people and was thanked for 
participating, but largely my gesture was 
not acknowledged, and that made zero 
difference to me. I was open to the 

opportunity; I was open to saying yes. I 
was open to connecting with that which 
I am passionate about and I not only 
lived from that place, but I shared it 
with those whom I felt would benefit 
from it. It was not planned; it was not 
done to seek praise or acknowledgment; 
it was done simply because I allowed 
myself to be open to the opportunity. 
And it brought me joy. 
 

I am not writing this to implore you to 
give your time, talent, or treasure. I am 
simply asking of you that which Joaquin 
asked of his family. Be open to saying 
“yes” and follow your passion. Pursue 
what brings you joy, and I would add, 
be open to sharing it. The gifts that you 
provide to others will be manifold as a 
result. And an added perk? You will 
bask in the joy that just found you.  
 

Thank you for your time and may God’s  
Peace be with you.  
-Kevin Christopherson 

THANK YOU FROM THE BETHEL  
ENDOWMENT FUND COMMITTEE 
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Bethel’s Vision 

Bethel’s  Mission  

JOIN US FOR SENIOR SUNDAY 
WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION -  
JUNE 6, 2021 
Bethel’s Senior Sunday Service will be at the 8:30 a.m. worship 
service on Sunday, June 6, in the Bethel parking lot.  In case of 
rain, the service will be moved to the sanctuary for seniors and 
parents only and will be livestreamed for family and friends.  
Following the service, the seniors and their families will line the 
parking lot and we invite you to walk through and send them 
off with your well wishes. We hope to see you on June 6 to 
honor our Bethel seniors and parents! 

SAVE THE DATE 
TO WELCOME 
OUR NEW  
SENIOR PASTOR - 
INGER HANSON 
Bethel will begin a new chapter 
on July 21, 2021, when we 
welcome our new Senior Pastor, Inger Hanson. Pastor 
Inger will be moving to Bethel from Jackson Hole, WY 
and we are excited to share with her how nice it is to live 
in Northfield!  

WELCOME TO THE STAFF, JOLEEN VAN SICKLE!  
On May 17th we welcomed our new Office Manger, Joleen Van Sickle! Joleen comes to us after working 
at Three Links Care Center for 20 years. She enjoys walking, swimming, reading,, attending family gather-
ings, and lives near Bethel with her mom and her cat Indy. Joleen has already made a positive impact at 
Bethel with her joyful spirit. Welcome, Joleen!  


