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SUMMER 

WORSHIP 

SCHEDULE 

BEGINS JUNE 12 

Sunday Mornings: 8:30 in 
the sanctuary and 10:30 
a.m. on the lawn. The 8:30 
service will be livestreamed 
on our YouTube channel. 
Check the website for the 
link! You can also see past 
services on Northfield’s 
public television station 
channels 180 & 187.  
No cable required, four 
opportunities to watch: 

Monday 2:00 p.m. 
Tuesday 1:30 p.m. 
Wednesday 7:00 p.m. 
Saturday 7:00 a.m. 

GOD BLESS OUR GRADUATES! 

1321 North Ave., Northfield, MN 55057  •  507.786.6674  •  bethelnorthfield.org  •  facebook.com/bethellutheran 

Bethel’s Senior Sunday Service is planned  
for the 8:30 a.m. worship service on Sunday, 
June 5. Join us to celebrate our high school 
graduates and pray blessings over them as 
they begin their next chapter.  
Congratulations Class of 2022! 

Alexis Albers - Film writing and directing school 

Nicholas Albright - University of Minnesota, 
Duluth 

Berit Aylin - University of Minnesota, Duluth 

William Beaumaster - University of Minnesota 

Grant Boardman - St. Olaf College 

Christian Cardenas - Grinnell College  

Katyana Cardenas - Gustavus Adolphus College 

Mattias Cardenas - Gustavus Adolphus College 

Zoe Frank - Gonzaga University 

Kylie Gray - TCU, Texas  

Mack Haines - Connecticut College 

Avery Hasse - University of Utah 

Darrin Kuyper - 
US Army 

Simon McDonald 
- Luther College 

Cassie Meyer - California Polytechnic State 
University 

Addison Molesky - University of Minnesota 

Scott Mullin  

Siri Narveson - University of North Dakota  

Mason Pagel - Trade school for diesel mechanics  

Elliott Piker - Gap Year 

Ella Pribyl - Coe College 

Gretchen Radtke - Augustana University 

Madeline Radtke - Augustana University  

Kaed Rauk - Bemidji State University 

Adam Reisetter - University of Iowa 

Kyle Schulz - University of North Dakota  

Ariana Waters  

Avery Watkins - University of Iowa  

UNCOVERING ACTS OF 

KINDNESS AND SERVICE  
by Gordy Olson 

A microcosm of goodness! That’s how I 
would describe the recent Bethel Garage Sale 
that wasn’t in a garage at all, but covered 
probably 70% of the square footage of our 
church. Rarely do we see so many people 
working together at one time to make this 
gigantic event happen. It all started early 
Monday morning with the delivery of used 
goods brought in pick-ups, SUV’s, vans and 
in the trunks and back seats of sedans.   
Products were unboxed and sorted and  
displayed. Several men with pickups drove to 
the far reaches of Northfield and beyond to 
gather furniture and large items. The youth 
room became the clothing store, the CLC was 
for household stuff, a Sunday school room 
held frames, pictures, mirrors and lamps;  
another was filled with games and toys for 
children. Books lined one hallway and  
children’s clothes filled another. The “man 

cave” area displayed sporting goods and tools, 
the welcome table was filled with jewelry and 
the west parking lot was filled with a variety 
of outdoor stuff. Four days of gathering,  
displaying, pricing, and preparation led to 1½ 
days of sales that drew hundreds from the 
community and beyond, finally taking in  
nearly $17,000! 

Some words used to describe the atmosphere 
were joy, friendliness, camaraderie, pride, 
spirit, helpful, fun, generous, welcoming. 
Without listing names (we would be sure to 
miss some pretty significant workers), I think 
we can all agree that the Bethel Garage Sale 
showcased the Bethel volunteerism at its best.  
I’m sure some people spent more than 50 
hours lifting, sorting, pricing, monitoring the 
sale and cleaning up and hauling away unsold 
merchandise afterwards. Volunteers provided 
goodies for the bake sale and food and drink 
for lunches and snacking in the kitchen. 

Stories were shared like the man from Ghana 
who gladly took all the free chairs (200+) that 
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June is a month of transitions. Children 
are promoted to the next grade level. 
Seniors leave for college and college 
grads find their first jobs. Workers retire 
while others are promoted or find more 
fulfilling employment. For some, these 
transitions are filled with joyful 
anticipation: new opportunities mean 
new growth and learning. Others may 
find this time bittersweet realizing that 
things will never be the same. The loss 
of “the new baby smell” for example, is 
subtle and may go unnoticed. Other 
losses like children moving out can be 
difficult when routines change and the 
house is quiet.  

It’s important to recognize that not 
everyone experiences transitions in the 
same way. Frustrated toddlers act out 
when they can’t express their needs 
because their language skills aren’t 
developed. Youths rebel as they begin 

A NOTE FROM PASTOR INGER     

Dear Bethel, 

One of the joys I’ve found in the 
Northfield community beyond Bethel 
has been a Saturday morning dance 
aerobics class. Music, movement that 
challenges, and a welcome regardless of 
klutziness has brought joy and laughter.  

At first, I wore my regular running 
shoes. It turns out, however, that the 
tread on these shoes limits the multi-
directional movement of dance. There 
are special shoes that have pivot points 
under the ball of the foot. Some even 
have a pivot point under the heel.  

A joke when I first arrived at Bethel 
was to put on my track shoes. As we 
approach Trinity Sunday, however, I 
am reminded that perhaps dance is a 
more appropriate metaphor for faith 
engagement. Come join the dance of 
Trinity… Rather than straining our 
eyes and sprinting for a horizon, there’s 
something about tuning our ears to 
God’s rhythms, keeping our eyes on 
Christ, and following the pushes and 
pulls of the Holy Spirit.  

BEFRIENDERS            by Marci Groenewold 

to separate themselves from their 
parents, preparing to live on their 
own. A calm response might be the 
most effective and what’s needed, but 
that’s difficult when dealing with a 
three-year-old who insists on opening 
the milk container while holding it 
upside down.  

There are also times when these 
seemingly normal life transitions don’t 
go as smoothly as one would hope. 
One impulsive decision can have 
tragic consequences. Life changes, 
even when the decision is our own, 
can be scary. Although we know 
things will likely work out fine in the 
end, we may find ourselves 
experiencing a feeling of “faithful 
dread.” Understanding that change 
affects everyone differently gives us 
the opportunity to ask questions and 

find new approaches as we “feel our 
way” through our particular situation. 
Most people just need someone to be a 
“sounding board” as they discover the 
solution on their own. No matter how 
you are feeling, you deserve a friend who 
will listen as you find your own unique 
solution. 

Blessings from Bethel’s 
BeFriender Coordinators 
 

A fundamental BeFriender principle: 
“Active listening.” For more information 
regarding the BeFriender Ministry at 
Bethel, please contact: 
 

Marci Groenewold 507-649-0760, Knight 
Stanley 612-877-0893, Myrna Luehmann 
507-951-7112, Vicki Roller 507-645-8999, 
Karen Mader 507-301-4368, or the Bethel 
Office 507-786-6674. 

What song do you hear? What shoes 
help you move in different directions? 

As shoes for your feet put on whatever 
will make you ready to proclaim the 
gospel of peace. - Ephesians 6:15 

May the Creator, Liberator, and  
Sustainer guide our steps now  
and always. 

Pastor Inger 

 
 

 

 

had been stored and not used by Bethel 
for years. They will soon be on their way 
to Ghana to be used by churches and  
organizations there. Or the couple who 
saw their dream couch set at the end of 
the sale but had only $50 with them. A 
Bethel volunteer understood enough of 
their Spanish to know that they needed 
it but could not afford the original price 
tag. Their faces lit up when he sold both 
for $50 rather than haul them away for 
resale elsewhere. The garage sale 
brought hope to some, satisfaction and 
joy to others. 

The Sunday after the sale had the theme, 
“See, I am making all things new,” from 
Revelation 21. I couldn’t help but think 
how appropriate that was after the sale 
of so many things that were old and  
unwanted by many people, yet were new 
and treasured by others. As our 2022 
theme suggests, we at Bethel are  
Renewed in Christ and Reunited in  
Ministry. The Bethel Garage Sale,  
resurrected after two long pandemic 
years, is a fine example of that. Praise be 
to God!   

UNCOVERING ACTS 
...continued from page 1 

Inger Hanson  

Senior Pastor 

507-786-6674 

pastor.inger@bethelnorthfield.org 
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ARLA (Anti-Racism Learning and 

Advocacy) - The ARLA group has 
been learning and advocating for the 
past two years. We are not a committee 
or team. We are folks committed to 
educating ourselves and advocating for 
justice and equality for all of humanity.  

During this past year we listened to and 
discussed talks by local, state, and 
national leaders, mainly related to 
discrimination against Native 
Americans and to Native American 
wisdom. We visited the memorial for 
the Dakota 38 in Mankato and the 
sacred site at Castle Rock. We also ate 
at Sean Sherman and Dana 
Thompson’s Owamni in Minneapolis, 
the only Native American restaurant in 
the U.S. that serves a pre-colonization 
menu. We also learned about race-
related concerns in Northfield. We have 
compiled a list of helpful anti-racism 
resources and would happy to share it 
with you. 

We will take a break for the summer. 
Please join us in September for more 
discussions and advocacy. We welcome 
your ideas and hope to see you in the 
fall. To become involved with ARLA, 
contact Connie DeGrote 
(cgdegrote@gmail.com) or Paula 
Mathison (pamathiso@yahoo.com). 

 

NEWS FROM AROUND BETHEL  
Luehmann or any 
WoW lady. Watch 
the Banner for 
information on 
our next Bible 
Study, as well as whether we will meet 
on Zoom or in person at Bethel. The 
group meets Friday mornings at 9 a.m. 
on Zoom. For more information, 
please contact Myrna Luehmann at  
507-951-7112 or email 
myrnalueh@gmail.com. 

Bethel Breast Friends Group - 
Sometimes you just need to talk to 
someone who “gets it.” If you have 
ever been diagnosed with breast cancer 
(or a genetic mutation, such as BRCA), 
please join us Thursday, June 2 at  
7 p.m. in the Youth Room for an 
evening of conversation and friendship 
with fellow Bethel breast cancer 
survivors, thrivers, and previvors. 

*Note: this group is solely for support 
and fellowship and is led by survivors, 
not medical or social work 
professionals. 

BETHEL U 
Is on break for the summer. See you in 
the fall! 

FaB (Faith and Books) Fab meets 
year-round each Thursday from 9:30-
10:30 a.m. in the Bethel Youth Room. 
Join us as we begin a favorite author's 
book, The Friendship of Women, by Sr. 
Joan Chittister. Please contact 
lanareich@yahoo.com to be added to 
our email list. All are welcome.  

MoB (Men of Bethel) - Men of Bethel 
will take the summer off. See you in 
September! 

Mission Quilters - From June through 
August we will take a summer break, 
returning in the fall again. 

Bethel Vision Seekers - Our men’s 
fellowship group we will meet on 
Thursday June 2, 2022 at 7 p.m. at  
L & M Bar & Grill, 224 Railway Street, 
Dundas, MN 55019.   

If you wish to be added to the email list, 
please contact Kelly Groenewold at 
kelly.groenewold@gmail.com. 

WoW (Women of the Word) - The 
WoW Bible study will conclude with 
our study of Galatians and the fruits of 
the Spirit in mid June. At this point we 
will take a summer break till mid 
August or early September. We are in 
the process of deciding on our fall 
study. If you have any suggestions, 
please pass it along to Myrna 

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE  

COMMITTEE EVENTS 

The Congregational Life Committee 
will be sponsoring "pop up" events 
throughout the summer. The first will 
be a casual pizza night at the Red Barn 

Pizza Farm on Wednesday, June 15. Bring your own 
seating and any additional food and drink you desire and 
look for the Bethel group at the farm! RESERVATIONS  
REQUIRED and can fill up quickly. You will need to 
make your reservation on Red Barn’s website, 
www.redbarnfarmweddingsmn.com.   
Reservations open at 4:00 p.m. on Friday, June 
10. Suggested reservation time is 5:30 p.m.. If that is full, 
second choice is 6:00, and third choice is 5:00 p.m. Let’s 
get together at the Farm for good pizza and fellowship! 

The Bethel Banner is 
published monthly as a 
ministry of Bethel Lutheran 
Church of Northfield, 
Minnesota. Articles are 
due by the 15th of each 
month.  
 
Questions, suggestions, or 
comments? Contact editor 
Jessi Labenski at 
news@bethelnorthfield.org, 
or call the church office at  
507-786-6674. 

WE’RE 

HIRING!  
Join the  
amazing staff 
at Bethel! We 
are seeking a 
Receptionist/
Volunteer  
Coordinator. This person will provide a  
welcoming presence at the front desk 
of the church, receive visitors, answer 
the phone, coordinate volunteers, and 
perform some clerical duties. The  
position will be half-time, year-round.  
 
Interested? Contact Phyllis  
Larson at 507-301-9541 or 
larson.phyllis@gmail.com.  



 

 

WHAT’S NEW IN CHILDREN’S MINISTRY? 

Children ~ Youth ~ Disciples ~ Children ~ Youth ~ Disciples 

Upcoming Dates: 

Vacation Bible School June 15 & 22  
Camp WAPO for 4th-7th grade: June 19-24 
 

Family Vacation Bible School 

Theme: Knights of the North Castle- Let’s 
put on the Armor of God together! 
When: June 15th and 22nd 
Time: 6-7:30 p.m. 
Where: Outdoors at Bethel 
Cost: $20 total per family  
Check the Family Scoop emails and the 
Children’s Ministry page on our website to 
register. This is a joint effort from Bethel, St. John’s, St. 
Peter’s and Emmaus Churches. 

Help Us Plan for the 2022-23 School Year! 

The Annual Roadmap Registration Packet is available now 
at the Welcome Table in the Narthex. There is also an 
online version on the Children’s Ministry page of Bethel’s 
website! Come be part of the fun! 

Staying Connected in the Unscheduled Months 

Summer can provide that blessed relief from scheduled 
obligations. No more 6 a.m. alarms or homework to 

accomplish. Many of us breathe a little deeper apart from the 
school-dictated rat race. It may refuel us to be excited about 
the buzz when fall returns. But when we step away from 
schedules, sometimes it’s easy to step away from routines that 
connect us to God. How do we find balance between rest, 
freedom and our faith? First, let me suggest that investing 
regular time resting in God’s presence does not yield linear 
fruit, but rather exponential benefits. I do not profess to 
exercise this observation well all the time, but I know it to be 
true, and I feel the difference. Here are a few ideas to stay 
connected to God as we celebrate more freedom in our 
summer schedule. 

• Practice Gratitude- share one thing you are grateful for at 
the dinner table 

• Take turns praying at meals. God is not grading your 
syntax. 

• Be intentional about noticing and commenting on 
creation. Appreciate it and tell God when you think 
something is cool or beautiful. 

• Journal- this can be a great way to be in touch with the 
nudging of the 
Holy Spirit.  

Be blessed. We’re 
in this together. 

Brenda  

Brenda Atzinger             

Director of Children’s Ministries 

507-786-8878 

batzinger@bethelnorthfield.org 
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SUNDAY FUN-Day themes will take a hiatus for the summer but that does not 
mean we won’t be having fun. Sundays in the nursery are always FUN!!! We will 
continue to play games, paint pictures, read books, eat snacks, and learn about 
Jesus. Hope to see you this summer in-between family vacations, weekends at the 
lake, and lazy Sunday mornings.  

NURSERY NEWS 

Continued on page 5... 

Juley Jenkinson  

Nursery Director 

507-786-8973  

jjenkinson@bethelnorthfield.org  

I found this in my previous Mission  
Interpreter files and thought it might be 
of interest to repeat it. This, of course, is 
only a small sampling from our almost 
500-year history. 

1. The Lutheran Church is the oldest 
Protestant tradition. 

2. Martin Luther issued the “Disputation 
of Martin Luther on the Power and  
Efficacy of Indulgences” that became 
known as his “95 Theses” in Wittenberg 
on Oct. 31, 1517. 

3. Lutherans went viral nearly 500 years 
ago, when Martin Luther and his allies 

used the news media of the day —  
pamphlets, ballads and woodcuts — and 
circulated them through social networks 
to promote their message of the refor-
mation of the church. 

4. Following the practice of naming a 
“heresy” after its leader, the name Lu-
theran originated as a derogatory term 
used by Johann Eck during the Leipzig 
Debate in July 1519. 

5. Rather than “Lutheran,” Martin Lu-
ther preferred to describe the refor-
mation as “evangelical,” which is derived 
from the Greek word meaning “good 

news.” 

6. Generally speaking Lutheran teach-
ing can be summed up by “Three So-
las”: (1) Grace Alone; (2) Faith Alone; 
(3) Scripture Alone. 

7. The split between the Lutherans 
and the Roman Catholics began with 
the Edict of Worms in 1521, which 
officially excommunicated Luther and 
all of his followers. 

8. Luther’s Small Catechism (“Der 
Kleine Katechismus”) was published  
 
 

MISSION INTERPRETER                        by Lois Stratmoen 



 

 

Bethel Seniors & Parents - Bethel’s 
Senior Sunday Worship & Celebration 
is planned for 8:30 a.m. on Sunday, June 
5th. More details will be sent closer to 
that day; please watch for further 
updates! 

Summer Trippers - Your final trip 
payment is due on June 15th. You 
should receive a Summer Trip Recap at 
the beginning of June that itemizes your 
fundraiser earnings and states your final 
balance. Please call or email Kara 
Millerhagen if you do not receive yours 
or if you have questions. 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN YOUTH MINISTRY? 

8th Grade Mission Trippers - we’re 
packing up! Your last meeting before 
the trip is scheduled for Monday, June 
13, 7:30 p.m. at Dairy Queen!  

Christikon Mountaineers - Your 
next meeting is Monday, June 13, at 6 
p.m.  We will be going over your 
packing list at this meeting. 

Nashville Mission Trip - Your next 
meeting is Tuesday, June 14, 7 p.m. in 
the Youth Room. 
 

Summer SonShine Days are back!  

Every month during the summer, we’re 
planning some fun just for middle 
schoolers.  At the beginning of each 
month, you’ll receive notice of the 
meeting time and place and anything 

MAY 2022 Page 5 

Children ~ Youth ~ Disciples ~ Children ~ Youth ~ Disciples 

MISSION INTERPRETER        
                             

...continued from page 4 

you may need for the event, so plan to 
be part of the fun!  Put these dates on 
your calendars – June 29, July 27, August 
17 – and watch for details at the 
beginning of each month. We’ll be 
sharing these monthly summer events 
with youth from other Northfield area 
churches again this summer, so feel free 
to invite a friend! 

Kara Millerhagen   

Director of Youth Ministries 

507-786-8877 

kmillerhagen@bethelnorthfield.org 

in 1529 for the teaching of children at 
home by their parents. 

9. Luther’s Large Catechism consisted 
of works addressed particularly to cler-
gymen to aid them in teaching their con-
gregations. 

10. The Book of Concord or 
“Concordia” (1580) contains documents 
that explain what Lutherans believe. It 
includes the three creeds of the ancient 
church and Reformation writings such 
as Luther’s Small and Large Catechisms, 
and the Formula of Concord. 

11. Composer Johann Sebastian Bach, a 
devout Lutheran, is credited with 1,126 
musical works listed in the complete 
Bach catalog (Bach-Werke-Verzeichnis, 
or BWV). He wrote about 200 cantatas, 
including at least two for each Sunday 
and holy day in the Lutheran church 
year. 

12. Lutherans believe in “Salvation by 
grace through faith” — that salvation 
comes by grace through faith alone, not 
by works and sacraments. 

13. Philipp Melanchthon (Feb.16, 1497 
— April 19, 1560), was one of the pri-
mary founders of Lutheranism. Born 
Philipp Schwartzerdt, he translated his 

name to its Greek form — Melanch-
thon. He made the distinction be-
tween law and gospel the central for-
mula for Lutheran evangelical in-
sight. 

14. Since 1520, regular Lutheran ser-
vices have been held in Copenhagen. 

15. During the 16th century, Luther-
anism spread through all of Scandi-
navia as the monarchs of Denmark-
Norway (also Iceland) and Sweden 
(also Finland) adopted Lutheranism. 

16. The first Lutheran worship ser-
vice in North America is believed to 
have taken place in what is now 
known as Manitoba on Jan. 23, 1620. 
The sermon was delivered by Pastor 
Rasmus Jensen. 

17. Massive immigration from tradi-
tionally Lutheran countries to the 
United States between 1840 and 
1875 resulted in 58 Lutheran synods 
being formed. 

18. The first Lutheran pastor to be 
ordained in the United States was 
German-born Justus Falckner on 
Nov. 24, 1703. 

19. German Lutheran Pastor Henry 
Muhlenberg was sent to North 

America as a missionary upon the request 
of Pennsylvania colonists. He is consid-
ered the patriarch of American Lutheran-
ism. 

20. As late as the 19th century, Lutherans 
in the United States still looked to their 
European homelands to supply pastors 
and worship materials. 

21. Founded in 1826, the Lutheran Theo-
logical Seminary at Gettysburg in Pennsyl-
vania is the oldest operating seminary in 
the ELCA. 

22. Lutherans form the largest religious 
denomination in Namibia, formerly  
German Southwest Africa. 

23. Founded in 1947 in Lund, Sweden, 
The Lutheran World Federation now has 
143 member churches in 79 countries 
around the world representing 70.5 mil-
lion Christians. 

24. On Jan. 1, 1988, The American  
Lutheran Church, The Association of 
Evangelical Lutheran Churches, and The 
Lutheran Church in America officially 
merged to form the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA). 
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 June 5 June 12 June 19 June 26 

Ushers 

 

8:30: Bethel Youth  

10:45: Available 

8:30: Available 

10:30: Available 

8:30: Available 

10:30: Available 

8:30: Available 

10:30: Available 

Greeters 

 

8:30:  Bethel Youth 

10:45: Kitty & Lee  

Runzheimer 

8:30: Available 

10:30: Available 

8:30: Available 

10:30: Available 

8:30: Available 

10:30: Available 

Nametags 

 

8:30: Bethel Youth 

10:45: Available 

8:30: Lee & Joyce Skaar  

10:30: Available 

8:30: Alyce Kivell  

10:30: Bethel Youth 

8:30: Available 

10:30: Available 

Readers 8:30: Bethel Youth 

10:45: Lee Runzheimer  

8:30: Maryann Kaul  

10:30: Paula Mathison  

8:30: Sandy Reiman  

10:30: Available 

8:30: Jill Fisher  

10:30: James Holden  

Altar Care Set: Rosann Brawley 

Clean: Jenkinsons 

Set: Carol Lysne 

Clean: Sharon Stoeck 

Set up: Available 

Clean up: Available 

Set & 

Clean: Carol Cole  

Coffee  

Servers 

Lee & Joyce Skaar  Paula Mathison,  

Bo & Mari Aylin 

Available Available 

Treats  

(2-3 dozen) 

Alyce Kivell, Maryann Kaul Paula Mathison, Maryann 

Kaul 

Alyce Kivell, Jill Mahr, 

Becky Benedict 

Lee & Joyce Skaar  

Communion 

Bread 

Pam Santerre  Darlene Broughton Becky Benedict Nancy Sparby 

Sacramental 

Minister 

8:30: Bethel Youth 

10:45: Kitty  

Runzheimer 

8:30: Sandy Reiman 

10:30: Available 

8:30: Available 

10:30: Available 

8:30: Kitty  

Runzheimer 

10:30: Mike Sparby  

MAY WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 

FINANCE NEWS 

As noted in the late-March Stewardship letter and the April Banner, we are not yet meeting our ambitious 2022 budget that 
planned for a mid-year hire of a second rostered leader. Our year-to-date offerings are down 13% versus last year and are 
15% behind budget, while the operating deficit stands at $38k. We have, however, seen improving trends of late. April  
revenue of $81k exceeded expenses of $77k, generating our first month of positive net income this year. 

As we noted two months ago, we have time to close the gap. Along with the improved giving trends observed the past two 
months, we are likely to realize some budget savings going forward. These savings may come in the form of outsourcing  
certain accounting work, recalibrating staffing, and a later-than-budgeted hire of our second rostered leader (the Call 
Committee was approved by the congregation on May 22 and the average process takes six months). 

Thank you for your understanding as we continue to work through this period of transition for Bethel.   

As you can see, we have many volunteer opportunities for you to plug into our awesome community! Check your weekly 
Banner for the sign up links and help out in worship this summer. As always, thanks for sharing Christ’s love with BIG hearts! 
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It’s About Time…and  
Talent…and You…  
and Bethel! 
 

Hey Bethel! What time is it? 
It’s time to fill out the annual 
Time and Talent forms. We have an amazing congregation 
with numerous fun, important, valued, and varied  
ministries. Fortunately, we have amazing people like you 
who have countless talents that you are willing to share. 
This combination makes Bethel a place where God’s love 
is shared, taught, praised, and lived out.  
 

The only drawback? Our staff, as talented as they are, are 
not mind readers. We need you to fill out your time and 
talent forms to let us know where you prefer to plug in 
and share in the ministry of this wonderful place. You 
should have received an online time and talent form via 
email in the weekly Banner within the last week or two. It is 
also linked on the front page of the website. Paper copies 
are available at the nametag stations. Please take a few 
minutes right now to complete your form and return/
submit it to Bethel. It really does make a difference in how 
we are able to do ministry.   
 

Thank you for all you give! 
 

- Bethel Stewardship Committee 

STEWARDSHIP JUNE LIBRARY FEATURES 

Parents who are looking for great summer reads to share with 
their children need look no further than our June titles. Drop 
by with your family to check out these books focused on  
character development, faith formation, and community  
involvement. 

Finding God in All I See, Finding 
God in You and Me by MaryEllen  
Weber, follows a grandmother’s words 
of wisdom for her grandchildren.  

The Day You Begin by Jacqueline  
Woodson, promotes the courage to 
meet people when feeling scared or 
different. 

I Walk with Vanessa by Kerascoet, relates the inspirational 
tale of a girl who stands up to a neighborhood bully. 

Lead on!! by Krista Betcher, is a great discussion starter about 
talents, gifts, and positive leadership. 

Maybe Something Beautiful by F. 
Isabel Campou and Theresa Howell, 
displays an artist’s vibrant murals, 
which bring color, joy and hope to a 
community. 

A NOTE FROM THE CHURCH COUNCIL 
Bethel has officially activated our new Call Committee during 
our May 22 voters meeting! With a unanimous vote of, 
“Yes,” our call committee will begin the important work of 
seeking a second rostered leader. 

What is the call process? Great question! Here’s an overview. 

1. A congregational vote establishes the call committee. 

2. The call committee assists church council in evaluating 
current/future church ministry needs. These data are 
included in our Ministry Site Profile (MSP) with  
description of our desired rostered leader. 

3. Bethel Lutheran Church submits the MSP to the 
Southeastern Minnesota Synod office who helps match 
us with good candidates. 

4. The Call Committee receives and reviews applications for 
the position. 

5. Interviews with candidates are held. A Call is offered to 
the best candidate, the candidate ideally accepts. 

6. The congregation votes on the candidate recommended 
by the Call Committee to officially extend the Call. 

Bethel Lutheran Church may consider two options for the 
rostered leader; we may call an associate pastor or a deacon. 
An associate pastor is ordained to provide word and  
sacrament. They can preside over baptisms and communion. 
A deacon is ordained in word and service. They often  
specialize in focused ministries such as community outreach, 
youth ministry, and helping to create deep connections with 
the world. Both associate pastors and deacons provide  
amazing and relevant sermons. 

Bethel is at the exact right time for an additional rostered 
leader! We are working to increase membership engagement, 
attendance, and presence in our community. We are also 
working to increase financial giving so that we can be  
powerful disciples of God's love within our community and 
beyond. Adding a second roster leader is paramount to  
growing our church and fostering creative work toward  
fulfilling this mission! 

Our 2022 Call Committee is: Doug Casson; Kevin Fink; Ben 
Fisher; Kaylee Henderson; Gary Lewis; Angie Matthews;  
Rachel Gordon Mercer; Brooke Plotz; Barb Farmer; and 
Tove Sorenson (student representative). Please pray for their 
guidance and wisdom in this process. 

In peace, The Bethel Congregational Council 
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THANK YOU! LOVE, CHELSEY WELCOME INTERIM  

COMMUNICATIONS  

MANAGER, JESSI 

LABENSKI! 
We are excited to welcome  
life-long Bethel member, Jessi 

Labenski as the interim Communications Manager for this 
summer. Jessi is a recent Luther College Grad, with a double 
major in Biology and Religion. Jessi fun facts: She  
completed a 60 mile bike ride supporting peace in the 
Ukraine this spring, a song that can always make her smile is 
“Get Out the Map,” by the Indigo Girls, she enjoys  
swimming outside, hiking, and backpacking, and she recently 
returned from a tour through the Midwest with the Luther 
Nordic Choir. She looks forward to gaining new skills and 
experience and is sure to bring creative and a fresh  
perspective to the role. Welcome back to Northfield and 
Bethel, Jessi, we are excited to have you for the summer!  

Here it is, my friends, my final monthly Banner. Being Bethel’s 
Communications Manager has been such a rewarding  
experience. It has helped me to hone skills as well as stretch 
and develop in new ways and I am extremely thankful. But 
most of all, I am grateful for this congregation and all of the 
many relationships that have been formed or deepened from 
this role and for everyone who has been extraordinarily  
encouraging along the way. I have been overwhelmed and 
humbled by how many people have offered kind words since 
I announced my resignation. But remember, I’m not dying (as 
far as I know), and our family looks 
forward to continuing to be  
involved members at Bethel.  
Thank you for being a part of this  
formative season in my life.  
 
Peace, joy, and nachos,  
Chelsey Headrick 


