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JOIN US FOR
WORSHIP
In-person worship will be
held at 8:30 a.m. in the
sanctuary. This service will
be live streamed on our
YouTube channel. Check
the website for the link!
Outdoor worship will be at
10:30 a.m. in the lawn.
Bring your lawn chair or
blanket!

On July 25, 2021
we will install
our new Senior
Pastor, Inger
Hanson. In
preparation, I
interviewed her
so we could start
getting acquainted and most importantly,
discover her potluck item of choice (potato
salad). As we were talking, I discovered
“adventure” is a big theme in Inger’s life. She
dives into every experience with curiosity, a
sense of fun, and a desire to become an
expert on her new topic, whether that be
rock climbing equipment or learning Greek.
As such, everywhere she goes she picks up
insight and wisdom that shape and stretch
her, both as an individual and as a Pastor.
She had recently returned from a renewing
camping and canoeing adventure in the
Tetons, where she challenged herself to frigid
swims in the mountain lakes despite having
to pop out of the water every 15 minutes to
avoid hypothermia. I assured her there are
many opportunities for swimming in
Minnesota in much more temperate waters.
Inger was born in Anchorage, AK, the
“basecamp for lots of adventuring” with her
parents and older brother. The mountains
and western spirituality were instrumental in
forming her early on. Inger noted, “Growing
up in Alaska, where the “spiritual but not
religious,” trend was already strong, I learned
to appreciate the myriad ways people seek
relationship to the divine and how church
attendance isn’t always the best metric for
how people are growing in their faith.”

By Chelsey Headrick

While in college, Inger preached her first
sermon on the Sunday after Christmas as
part of her church’s tradition of having
college students lead the worship service,
much to the delight of the exhausted postChristmas season pastors. She noted she
was nervous and excited, but that the call to
ministry needed to take her on other
journeys first.
After graduation, Inger worked as a teacher
at her alma mater, St. Paul’s, in sales for
Patagonia in Reno, NV, and in
pharmaceuticals back in AK. Each position
gained her new wisdom, but with every job
transition, she always found herself
googling seminaries. “It was a call that
wouldn’t go away.”
She attended seminary in Philadelphia. The
institution and context were formative –
she was in the minority as a straight person
in her class in a very racially diverse city.
Inger stated that this education was
instrumental in, “expanding my perception
of church and how church can be at work
and a force in the world,” and ignited her
passion for racial justice and LGBTQ+
issues. An internship year in Malaysia
further solidified her desire to expand the
church’s inclusivity.

Inger then returned to the mountains, this
time in Wyoming, where she has been the
solo pastor of
Shepherd of the
Mountains for the past
6 years - a position that
has shaped and
equipped her to
venture again across
Different adventures awaited in New
the country to Bethel.
Hampshire, where she attended St. Paul’s
She is excited about the possibilities that
School for high school, and then went on to arise from “cross pollination.” Her
graduate from Dartmouth College. She
adventures thus far have given her
rowed crew at both institutions. Living in the appreciation for different cultures and
New England, she absorbed the culture of
points of view,
valuing education and life-long learning.
Continued on page 5 ...
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MISSION INTERPRETER
Although I received this prior to
Easter, I think the concern expressed
by our Bishop, Rev. Elizabeth Eaton,
goes on and is one that is still one that I
should share with you.
He himself bore our sins in his body on the
cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for
righteousness; by his wounds you have been
healed. 1 Peter 2:24
Dear church,
As a nation we have lived through a
very difficult two weeks following the
mass shootings in Atlanta on March 16
and again in Boulder, Colo., on March
22. The shooting in Colorado was only
the most recent of 104 mass
shootings already in 2021. Colorado has
a painful history of mass shootings.
Since 1993 the deadliest incidents have
been the 1999 Columbine High School
massacre, the mass shooting in a movie
theater in Aurora and now the 10 lives
taken, including the life of a responding
police officer, at a supermarket in
Boulder.
Together with God, we grieve with the
families and communities impacted by

by Lois Stratmoen
gun violence — especially in
communities where it is an everyday
occurrence. These shootings are not
isolated but rather a pattern of the gun
violence crisis in the United States. The
numbers of victims tell only a part of
the pain — the trauma caused by gun
violence ripples across family members,

friends, neighborhoods, communities
and this country.
As we near the Sunday of the Passion,
we enter into the suffering of Christ
and into solidarity with the sufferings
of the world. As we look to the healing
power of the cross, we celebrate the gift
of peace through the life, death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. As
followers of Jesus, we are empowered

BEFRIENDERS
After months of separation, it’s hard to imagine how we are
ever going to reconnect with our families and friends. Rather
than connect with everyone you know, it might be easier to
start by making a list of three to five good people you’d like
to seek out. Then place it in a prominent place. Just looking
at the list and thinking about these folks will help you feel
more connected.

Take time out of your week to connect with them with a
phone call. It doesn’t have to be long, even 10-minute phone
calls can make a wonderful difference for both you and your
friend. It doesn’t matter that you initiate the call. It can be a
gift to your friend to know that you are thinking of them and
reached out to them. To keep the conversation flowing, use
words and phrases like: “Tell me more,” “Wow!,” “Really,”
and “Interesting.” Avoid dominating the conversation by
concentrating on your friend and what they are saying. Bring
the grace of God into every interaction. Also, make it a habit
to reach out to a long-lost friend regularly.
Another way to connect is to get outside and go for a walk

to take up the challenge to prevent
violence and grapple with the complex
causes that make violence so pervasive.
The ELCA is a church in
society striving for peace in all the
world. Let us join with others in calling
for greater gun safety, including
preventing easy access to assault-style
weapons and strengthening our federal
system of background checks for all
gun sales. We call for support and
protection for those living out their
vocations to protect and defend
society, enforce the law and work
toward restorative justice. We pray for
rostered ministers who provide support
and counseling services to those
affected by gun-violence-related crimes
even as we pray for the perpetrators of
violent acts. We call upon
congregations to hold safe space for
those dealing with the fears and threats
related to violence in all its
manifestations.

In Christ,
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
Presiding Bishop, ECLA
by Marci Groenewold

with a friend. Enjoy a favorite beverage along with your
conversation. Getting out of the house provides an
opportunity to connect with people you meet by chance.
Share a handwritten note or text a photo. Do something to
help someone else or volunteer your time for a favorite cause.
Doing something for someone else can be very rewarding.
Although these past months have been extraordinarily
challenging, reconnect with kindness. Remember “Our days
are happier when we give people a piece of our heart rather
than a piece of our mind.”
Blessings from Bethel’s BeFriender Coordinators,
A fundamental BeFriender principle: “Active Listening.” For
more information regarding the BeFriender Ministry at
Bethel, please contact:
Marci Groenewold 507-649-0760, Knight Stanley 612-877-0893,
Myrna Luehmann 507-951-7112, Vicki Roller 507-645-8999,
Karen Mader, 507-301-4368 or the Bethel Office 507-786-6674.
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NEWS FROM AROUND BETHEL
FaB (Faith and Books) - Holy Envy Finding God in the Faith of Others is FaB’s
book for July and August. The author,
Barbara Brown Taylor, inspired FaB
readers in years past with the books,
An Altar in the World and Learning to
Walk in the Dark.
Taylor, a now
retired Episcopal
priest, is sure to
challenge us with
Holy Envy, her
newest book. FaB is
anticipating moving back to meeting in
person, but until then we will continue
meeting on zoom. Please email
lanareich@yahoo.com if you would like
to receive regular FaB mailings.

Mission Quilters will be meeting once
a month during the summer from 911:30 a.m. This month will be Tuesday,
July 13. In July, they will not be tying
quilts, but will sort and store all the
wonderful fabric donated by the Miller-

Men of Bethel (MoB) - We will be
taking the summer months of June,
July, and August off. See you in the fall!

Bethel Vision Seekers, our men’s
fellowship group, is vaccinated and will
meet in-person and outdoors Wed., July

Wiertsema family. For more details, call
Dottie Hammer at 507-301-3632 or
218-639-5296.
ARLA - Will be taking the summer
months off. See you in in September.

THANK YOU FROM
OUR QUILTERS
A big Thank You to the MillerWiertsema family for the huge
donation of fabrics and much more. It
will add to our "stash" for quilts for
many yet to be made. Also a Thank
You to Norris Stephenson for taking
over 50 quilts up to South St. Paul to
be shipped to points east and all over
the globe via Lutheran World Relief.

SAVE THE DATE - RITE OF CONFIRMATION

All 9ers, families, and friends, please mark your calendars for Sunday,
October 10, 2021. That’s the date for our 2021-22 10th graders to affirm their
faith; time and place to be determined. We hope you will be able to join us and
celebrate the Rite of Confirmation with our youth.

14, at 7 p.m. at Chapel Brewing. If you
wish to be added to the email list,
please contact Kelly Groenewold at
kelly.groenewold@gmail.com.
The ladies of Women of the Word
(WoW) will begin their
study of Daniel by Beth
Moore on July 9. This
Bible study will include a
video presentation to
prepare us for our week's
lessons and for now will
continue on Zoom. Please check with
any of our group or contact Myrna
Luehmann at 507-951-7112 to receive
info on dates and the plans for the 9
a.m. Friday meetings.

VOLUNTEER AT THE
CAC TODAY!

The ever-growing number of
vaccinations in Northfield have many
of us feeling some relief in the ongoing
pandemic, but the CAC continues to
serve record numbers in our
community. The need for volunteers is
GREAT and we have the opportunity
to reach out and help our neighbors.
Volunteering only takes a couple of
hours and is a terrific way for you, your
middle or high schooler, and/or your
entire family to connect and serve our
neighbors. They have shifts every day
of the week and duties range from
picking up food from the
grocery stores, stocking shelves, or
helping distribute food to our
neighbors, and many more! If you have
a couple spare hours in your week,
contact Dawn Wegscheid at
507-664-3585 and volunteer today!
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Children ~ Youth ~ Disciples ~ Children ~ Youth ~ Disciples

WHAT’S NEW IN CHILDREN’S MINISTRY?
Upcoming Dates:
August 4, 11, 18: Family Vacation Bible School
September 19: Rally Day; Sunday School begins
September 22: Limitless! Begins
Family Vacation Bible School: Together Under the

Stars

We are excited to announce a joint
VBS with our partner churches: St.
John’s, Emmaus, and St. Peter’s.
August 4, 11, and 18th we will
have an outdoor Family VBS
experience at Bethel. This will
involve a dinner picnic
opportunity, worship experience,
story time, and activity stations for families. All children
must remain under supervision as there is no childcare
provided. Timeframe will be 5:30 p.m. optional picnic
dinner, followed by programming from 6-7 p.m. Suggested
donation for all three sessions is $20, collected at the first
event.
Registration for Children’s Ministry 2021-22 is underway!
Please check the Children’s Ministry page of the Bethel
website for online registration and the PDF info packet. We
are actively planning for in-person ministry this fall…
WOOHOO!!!
Brenda and Mermie on vacay….We have loved talking,
singing, and playing with you this year. It’s time to refresh,
so Brenda and Mermie will be away until August 9th (VBS

THE NURSERY IS OPEN!
Juley and Sammy have missed
you! Did you know that the
nursery is open during our
in-person and outdoor
worship? The nursery staff is
fully vaccinated and will take
extra precautions to keep our
children safe. The nursery will be
located outside during 10:30 a.m.
outdoor worship. We can’t wait
to create art, play, and learn
about Jesus with your kids soon!

related activities excepted). Mermie says to play hard and live
fully! Love to you all.
Be Still and Know that
I am God
Somehow the disconnection and
removal of certain activities during
the pandemic has created
flexibility but also a different kind
of busy. It’s a, “my brain is so
tired I forgot my own name,” kind
of fatigue. When we constantly do
things that are new and different,
it uses different muscles. Think of
changing up your workout routine
to include a completely new
muscle group. We may not be coming out of this past year
with a six pack and biceps that you can bounce coins off, but
we have certainly used different muscle groups!
Congratulations! Now, perhaps it’s time to refresh. Time to
stop spending quite so much doing and spend some time
being. I need to be reminded sometimes that we are human
beings, not human doings and that my worth is not tied to
my productivity. Your worth is not tied to your productivity,
so go ahead and just be. Be still and know that God is still on
the throne. Peace
be with you.
Brenda Atzinger
Be blessed. We’re
in this together.
Brenda

Director of Children’s Ministries
786-8878
batzinger@bethelnorthfield.org

July Sunday FUN-Day Themes:
July 4: Stars and Stripes!
Join us in celebrating the 4th of July with some festive games
and projects and of course Red, White, and Blue Bomb Pops!
July 11th: Hawaiian Day!
Get ready to make a quick trip to Hawaii! We will embrace
the Hawaiian lifestyle with dancing, eating, and playing. Don't
forget your Hawaiian shirt!
July 18: Messy Play Day!
We're bringing back one of our all-time FAVORITE Sunday
FUN-day themes! Messy + Play = FUN!!!!! Wait until you
see what we have in store for you! This will be the messiest
one yet!

Juley Jenkinson
July 25: Splish Splash!
Nursery Director
Wear your suit and bring your towel and get ready for a
jjenkinson@bethelnorthfield.org
morning full of fun in the water!
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN YOUTH MINISTRY?
Hang Time is continuing to meet
through the summer. Meetings will take
place at 7:00 p.m. every Wednesday at
the home of Barb Farmer. Hope to see
you all!

Summer Trippers:
Christikon Youth & Chaperones ~
Your final meeting before the trip is
scheduled for Tuesday, July 6th, at 7:00
p.m. at the Dairy Queen. This meeting
will focus on final details and last
minute questions. A short meeting for
trip adults will take place after the
meeting.
The day of your departure, Friday, July
9th, we will meet at Bethel in the early
evening; details will be given at our
Dairy Queen meeting. There will be a
short devo and time for last minute
questions; the bus will leave for
Montana as soon as it’s loaded. If you
have any questions before your
departure, please contact Barb Farmer
or the Bethel office.

Flathead Trippers ~
Our last trip meeting is scheduled for
Tuesday, July 13th, at 7:00 p.m. We’ll
meet at the Dairy Queen (910 Hwy 3
N, Northfield) for last minute details
and questions. A short meeting for trip
adults will take place after the meeting.
We will leave for Flathead the
afternoon of Saturday, July 17th. We’ll
meet at Bethel at 2:00 p.m. for a short
devo, load up the bus, and be off.
The 8th Grade Mission Trip Picture
Party is scheduled from 1:00 - 2:30 p.m.
on Wednesday, July 7th, in the Bethel
Youth Center. Please bring duplicates
of your pictures so we can prepare a
display of your week! Pizza &
beverages will be provided.
Hey Middle School Youth ~ Summer
SonShine Days are back!! Our July
event will be a trip to Feed My Starving
Children (yes, they are scheduling
packing dates again!), so put
Wednesday, July 14th, on your

calendars and watch for more
information at the beginning of July.
Hooray – summer fun and service all in
one event!!
Fall Youth Registrations ~ The
Annual Scoop and an electronic
registration packet have been sent to
your email boxes. Please complete
your packet by July 15th to enable our
Bethel staff to plan for the fall.
Looking ahead - Rite of
Confirmation ~ All 9ers, families, and
friends, please mark your calendars for
Sunday, October 10th. That’s the date
for our 2021-22 10th graders to affirm
their faith; time and place to be
determined. Please plan to join us and
celebrate the rite of confirmation with
our youth.

Barb Farmer
Director of Youth Ministries
786-8877
bfarmer@bethelnorthfield.org

SCRIP NEWS

WELCOME PASTOR INGER (continued from page 1)

Despite Covid 19 and the need to
modify the process of purchasing Scrip,
we are happy to announce that families
earned Scrip funds totaling $7,692.31
for this summer’s youth trips! For the
19 families who continued to
participate, family totals ranging from
$10.90 to $2,512.54 were raised. By
purchasing ScripNow! and
re-loading cards online, as well as using
the RaiseRight Scrip app, families were
able to grow their trip accounts during
this very ‘not normal’ year.

and she is eager to “see what thrives in
new soil; what is already growing and
what will ‘take’ in Northfield.”

For upcoming Sundays, the Scrip table
will be available immediately following
first service on Sunday mornings. As
always, Scrip card purchases can also be
arranged by calling Lori at 612-226-7022
or Krista at 612-840-3626.

Pastor Inger, we are
excited to be a part of
the next chapter of
your adventure.
Welcome to Bethel!

Though it will be difficult to leave her
beloved mountains and her people in
Wyoming, she is looking forward to
partnering with our community.
Bethel’s energy and strength of lay
leadership really drew her to us, and she
gets the sense that, “the work is shared
and there is an awareness of being the
body of Christ together. The people of
Bethel are compelling.”

Pastor Inger Fun Facts:
Dream vacation: Banff, Alberta
Signature dish: Lamb roast with a
rosemary cream sauce, strawberry
rhubarb pie (she makes her own crust!)
Favorite Christmas song: Unexpected
and Mysterious, the last verse is what I
want ministry to be.
Sunrise or sunset: Sunset, but by a
slim margin.
Must-have birthday treat: NY style
cheesecake with raspberries.
Favorite non-Jesus character in the
Bible: Moses, he had both a personal
relationship with God and was an
intercessor for the people, plus he had
interesting negotiations with God.
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FISCAL HEALTH, as of May 31, 2021
YEAR TO DATE
MONTH
Actual

Actual

Budget

Fav (Unfav)
Variance

Annual
Budget

$62,984

$395,405

$384,200

$11,205

$865,350

Personnel
Facilities/Reserves
Benevolence
Children's Ministry
Youth Ministry
Administration & Technology
Adult& Family Ministry
Worship & Music
Congregational Life

$47,509
5,609
6,677
900
665
6,003
615
1,645
(547)

$224,803
$56,464
$25,918
$1,450
$699
$24,708
$877
$2,607
$199

$253,430
47,506
26,140
1,253
3,660
26,367
2,015
2,990
2,935

$28,627
(8,958)
222
(197)
2,961
1,659
1,138
383
2,736

$600,590
106,380
66,950
10,815
14,550
47,460
4,950
6,860
6,800

Total Expenses

$69,076

$337,725

$366,296

$28,571

$865,355

$(6,092)

$57,680

$17,904

$39,776

0*

Revenue
Total Revenue

Expenses

Net Income (Loss)

*We always budget our revenue to meet expenses.

FINANCIAL NOTES
Net Income: $6k net loss actual in May vs. $11k net loss budget.
Revenue: $63k actual vs. $66k budgeted. YTD income is $11k over budget. ($394k actual vs $383k budget), but down 9.5%
to last year YTD.
Expense: $69k actual vs. $78k budgeted. YTD Personnel expense is 3% lower than last year. Congregational life income this
month was from the Red Barn celebration; expenses haven’t been recorded yet.
Endowment Fund balance: $32,912

Nichole Porath,
Director of Finance
786-6687
nporath@bethelnorthfield.org

The Bethel Banner is published monthly as a ministry of Bethel Lutheran
Church of Northfield, Minnesota. Articles are due by the 15th of each
month. Questions, suggestions, or comments? Contact editor Chelsey
Headrick at cheadrick@bethelnorthfield.org, or call the church office at
786-6674.
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BETHEL’S GOOD SAMARITAN FUND
Did you know Bethel has a Good
Samaritan Fund?

good time to remind you of this fund’s
existence and ask for your continued

In the story of the Good Samaritan we
are reminded of Jesus’ commands to
love God with our heart, soul, and
strength and to love our neighbor as
ourselves. Later in the story we are
reminded that not only are we to love
our neighbor but we are to be a
neighbor to others. And of course, one
of the points of this parable is to define
neighbor as, “the one who shows
mercy.”
For as long as most of us can
remember, Bethel has had a “Good
Samaritan Fund.” This fund was
created to offer financial assistance to
those in need. It is not a budgeted item
but is funded through designated gifts
and memorials from our members and
friends throughout the year.
Recently, our church council approved
updated guidelines for our Good
Samaritan Fund. And so, it seems a

A PRAYER FROM THE
STEWARDSHIP
COMMITTEE
Lord God, You alone are the source of
every gift, of the vast array of our
universe, and of the mystery of each
human life. We praise you and we
thank you for your great power and
your tender, faithful Love. Everything
we are and everything we have is your
gift, and after having created us, you
have given us into the keeping of Your
Son, Jesus Christ. Fill our hearts with
Christ’s truth and our hearts with His
love, that in His Spirit we may be
bonded together into a community of
faith, a church family, a caring people.
In the Name and Spirit of Jesus, we
commit ourselves to be good stewards
of the gifts entrusted to us, to share our
time, our talent and our material gifts as
an outward sign of the treasure we hold
in Jesus. Amen

website. Just be sure to designate
your gift for the Good Samaritan
Fund. You might also keep this fund
in mind when you are giving
donations for a memorial or in honor
of someone. Second, you can be on
the lookout for those who might have
need of this fund. Members and
nonmembers alike are eligible for
these funds. A copy of the guidelines
can be obtained by contacting the
church office and confidentiality is
observed.
At Bethel we are called to share
Christ’s love with a big heart by
showing mercy to those in need.
Thank you for loving our neighbors
by being a neighbor through the
support of our Good Samaritan Fund.

support of it. You can do this in two
ways. First, you can support the fund
financially by writing a check or
through our online giving portal on our

If you have a financial need, or know
of someone who has a need, please
contact the Bethel office.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY NEWS
Habitat is off and running for their
busy build season in 2021. They have
broken ground on the Quad home
project and are gearing up for a single
family home build too! One thing they
really rely on is feeding volunteers. Can
you help? Paper products and beverages
are provided, you provide the food.
They are also looking for some
volunteers who would like to be a site
host for the day at our Faith Build. This
position would be great for an
individual or couple. The site host job is
to nurture volunteers, answer any
non-construction questions throughout
the day, and make sure volunteer
personal needs are attended to. The Site
Host will report back to the
Community Engagement Coordinator
at the end of the day to note supplies
needed or needs of the volunteers for
the following work day.

If you are interested in being a site
host or providing a meal, you can
contact Jodi Beach, Community
Engagement Coordinator at
jodihabitat@gmail.com or
507-403-7868.
They will be posting a sign up for
construction volunteers soon on their
website, habitatricecounty.org. All you
need is a willing spirit to help build a
house!
Are you handy or knowledgeable with
construction? Do you enjoy teaching
others? They are looking for
Construction Crew Leaders for the
Faith Build. A Crew Leader would be
onsite for the whole day leading a
group in construction along with the
Construction Manager, Greg. If you
are interested in learning more please
contact Greg at 980-254-4050.
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Return Service Requested

Bethel’s Vision
Bethel’s Mission

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Join us for in-person worship or via live stream all
summer long! We are blessed with a bevy of retired
pastors in our congregation and have a wonderful line up
of preachers until Pastor Inger’s Installation on July 25.
We look forward to seeing you in worship soon!

8:30 a.m. | Indoor worship in the Sanctuary
No reservation required!
The Nursery is OPEN!
Masks strongly encouraged to protect the unvaccinated in our
community.
This service will be live-streamed and recordings will be
available if you can’t make it live, both on our YouTube
channel. Head to the website for the link!
10:30 a.m. | Outdoor worship on the lawn
Bring your sunhat, lawn chair, or blanket!
No masks required, sing freely in the open air!
The Nursery is OPEN!

THANK YOU
KRISTIN
KIVELL!
After 8 years of
dedicated service to
Bethel, our Carol &
Alleluia Choirs Director, Kristin
Kivell, has hung up her directing baton. We
are so grateful for how she used her
God-given gifts to serve our community by
always going above and beyond in
volunteering, leading worship in Revive!,
and teaching our children to hit the high
(and low) notes. Thank you Kristin for
everything you have done for Bethel, we are
blessed by you and wish you the best always.

