
 

 

JOIN US FOR 
WORSHIP 

 
In Person 

Sunday Mornings:  
8:30 am in the sanctuary and 

10:30 am on the lawn  
(weather permitting)  

 
Online 

The 8:30 service is 
livestreamed  

on our YouTube channel. 
Check the website  

for the link!  
You can also view the service 

at your convenience. 
  
 

Past services are also available 
on Northfield’s public 

television station channels 
180 & 187  

No cable is required.  
There are four opportunities 

to watch: 
 

Monday 2:00 pm 
Tuesday 1:30 pm 

Wednesday 7:00 pm 
Saturday 7:00 am 

Sharing Christ’s love with a big heart 

Blaze 
JULY 2022 

Name changes are part of many famous stories in the Bible - Abram to Abraham, Sarai 

to Sarah, Jacob to Israel, Saul to Paul. They often mark turning points, or the deepening 

and renewal of covenants. Our newsletter highlights how the Holy Spirit is moving in 

and through our congregation, and we hope this name reflects our joy and energy. 

While things might look a little different, you should still be able to find all the infor-

mation and ministry news you are used to! 

 

Call Committee Kick Off 
 

Our newly elected call committee for Bethel’s second rostered leader (an associate    

pastor or deacon) met with Assistant to the Bishop Rev. Barb Streed, Council President 

Bill Hoekstra, and Pastor Inger for an orientation to the process on June 21st. We are so 

grateful for these thoughtful members willing to serve the church in this way. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

    Ben Fisher     Kaylee Henderson    Gary Lewis   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Angie Matthews    Rachel Gordon Mercer  Barb Farmer  Tove Sorenson 
 

Not pictured: Doug Casson, Kevin Fink, and Brooke Plotz 
 

As we begin the Self Study Process, their first task is to review our ministry site profile 

(MSP). This document outlines the congregation’s history, current shape and identity, 

and future dreams for prospective candidates. It also describes the qualities we are 

searching for in our second rostered leader. The call committee will be gathering infor-

mation from the congregation to make necessary updates.  
 

The average call process takes six months. We are blessed that Pastor Phil Ruud will 

continue to walk with us until the new rostered leader is called. 
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Befrienders work closely with our pastoral leadership to embody Christ’s love and bring a listening ear and prayer to those who are navigating life’s 

challenges—whether a diagnosis, divorce, or death. Do you need this ministry? Please reach out! You deserve the support of the body of Christ.  

Do you have a heart for this ministry? Join us! Training is provided and we meet regularly to pray together and practice our skills. Finally, we can 

all show Christ’s love in our day to day lives—read on for ways you can be a better friend, parent, child, spouse, or co-worker. 

 

Trust is the belief that another person is honest and reliable. It is a feeling that you can depend on that person because they 

offer safety and security. When trust is broken, most notably during childhood, it may be difficult for some to move on 

following such a negative experience. 
 

Following are some trust issue behaviors:  always assuming the worst about people even though they have proven themselves 

to be trustworthy in the past; feeling suspicious of other people’s intentions, even if there is little to indicate that their actions 

are suspect, thus generating feelings like others are trying to harm you or deceive you; a lack of forgiveness leading to feelings 

of guilt, shame, bitterness, and regret; distancing yourself from others by avoiding relationships altogether; or focusing on the 

negative by concentrating what you expect will go wrong and/or noticing other people’s flaws, weaknesses, or mistakes 

rather than looking at their positive qualities.  
 

Trust issues can take a toll on all aspects of your life - home, family, friends, and workplace.   

Perhaps a confidential conversation with a trusted person like a BeFriender might be beneficial. 

 
Upcoming opportunity: BeFriender Group Meeting: Thursday, July 21 3:00pm Bethel Fireside 

Room. Topic: “What is a Bethel Lutheran BeFriender?” All trained BeFriender and Companion 

Ministers are welcome. 
For more information regarding the Befriender Ministry at Bethel, please contact: 

Marci Groenewold 507-649-0760, Knight Stanley 612-877-0893, Myrna Luehmann 507-951-7112, Karen Mader 507-301-4368,  

FIRESIDE CHAT WITH PASTOR INGER       

Summer is here! Heat and humidity often force us to slow down, to simplify. In our worship 

lives, after the bustle of Eastertide and Pentecost, the church is finally in “ordinary time.”  

Our paraments are green to symbolize our life and growth in Christ. Thank you, Lord, for this 

season of sun and slow motion, of games and porch sitting, of picnics and light green fireflies on heavy purple 

evenings… Let it be for us a time of gathering together the pieces into which our busyness has broken us.  

Perhaps Rev. Ted Loder’s words resonate with you as well. It has been a busy year. We’ve 

found our way back into in-person programming. We’ve experienced a year of firsts together, 

discovering each other’s styles—confirmation to graduation; Advent through Pentecost.  

It has been exciting, joyful stuff—but busy, too. I am excited for this time where the emphasis 

is on the story of the people of God. That includes us—the church today! Rather than the 

more formal learning we do in confirmation or a Bethel U classroom, learning will happen in 

fellowship, over coffee and in lawn games, too! Rather than 

creating bus-y-ness, my hope is that Campfire Chapel    

offers respite from the demands that creep in, and can be a 

way of centering ourselves in Christ and breathing deeply 

of this season. If you are away on a weekend, it might be a 

way of staying connected to the congregation. This month, 

may we grow wise through reflection, peaceful through the song of the 

cricket, recreated through the laughter of play.  
 

In Christ,  

BEFRIENDERS: AN EXTENSION OF OUR PASTORAL CARE MINISTRY            by Marci Groenewold 

Pastor Inger Hanson 
(she/her) 

pastor.inger@ 
bethelnorthfield.org 

(preferred for non-urgent 
communication) 

 

office 
507-786-8875  

cell 
307-248-0438 

 
office hours 

by appointment Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, and Thursdays 

 

days off 
Mondays & Saturday 
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EVERY WEEK 
SUNDAY   8:30 am  Worship 

     9:30 am  Coffee Fellowship 
     10:30 am  Outdoor Worship  
      

     Evening  Bethel Softball July 10, 17, and 24 @ Sechler Fields with start times at 6:00 & 7:10 pm;  
        July 31 one game @ Babcock at 8:20 pm 
 

TUESDAY   3:00 pm  Staff Meeting (Summer Schedule) 

 

WEDNESDAY  5:30 pm  Campfire Chapel This month, join us for a half-hour midsummer midweek outdoor evening prayer  

        (Carla Giomo’s Vespers); then stay for fellowship around the campfire and lawn games hosted by our   
        Congregational Life committee. Bring your camp chair or a picnic blanket! 
 

THURSDAY   9:30 am  FaB (Faith and Books) We just started Sister Joan Chittister’s The Friendship of Women: The Hidden Tradition  

        of the Bible and are exploring the sacred dimension of friendship through the lenses of faith, tradition and  
        scripture. Contact lanareich@yahoo.com to be added to the email list, and join us in the Youth Room on  
        Thursday mornings! 
 

CHURCH SUMMER OFFICE HOURS 8 AM - 3 PM 

AUG 3    noon  Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS) hosted by our Mission & Justice Committee 

 

AUG 17    7:00 pm  Summer Sonshine The youth of the ELCA congregations of Northfield (Bethel, St. John’s and St. Peter’s)  

        gather together for the “Romans and Christians” game at St. John’s Lutheran Church.  
 

AUG 31    6:00 pm  Senior Red Barn Event A special fellowship time for the class of 2023! 
 

SEPT 13    9:00 am  Quilting resumes! Join us in the Christian Learning Center (CLC) making quilts for Lutheran World Relief. 

 

SEPT 14    evening  Music Rehearsals resume and Confirmation begins! 

 

SEPT 18    11:30 am  BETHELSTOCK  

 
 

THIS MONTH 

A LOOK AHEAD 

 

JUL 12    6:00 pm  Face It (Youth Room) This peer support group for men who are dealing with anxiety and depression meets 

        every other Thursday from 6 - 8 pm. If you have questions or are interested in attending, please contact Dan 
        Foley at (763) 218-9743. 
 

JUL 13    5:00 pm  Congregational Life Committee This group helps plan future fellowship events for the congregation. Join us! 

 

JUL 14    11:30 am  Lydia Circle These women bring their own lunches and get together for fellowship and study (if you have  

        the most recent issue of WELCA’s Gather magazine, bring that too! We usually follow the featured lesson.) 
 

     7:00 pm  Finance 
  

JUL 19    6:30 pm  Church Council 

 

JUL 21    3:00 pm  BeFriender Group Meeting (Fireside Room): “What is a Bethel Lutheran Befriender?” 

 

JUL 22       Registration Deadline for Aug 3 Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service event See back page! 

 

JUL 26    11:30 am  Lydia Circle  
 

     6:00 pm  Face It (Youth Room) 
 

JUL 27    7:00 pm  Summer Sonshine The youth of the ELCA congregations of Northfield (Bethel, St. John’s and St. Peter’s)  

        gather together for a private movie showing at the Cannon Valley Cinema.  



 

 

KINDLE A FLAME... 

Normally, our high schoolers attend the ELCA’s National Youth Gathering, which occurs every three years. The pandemic 

complicated things. Not to be deterred, Bethel’s youth opted for a service trip to Nashville. Participants include Sam 

Boardman, Madeline Bussmann, Greta Christopherson, Emily Haefner, Laura Homan, Lauren Holz, Sebastian Jenkinson, 

Inga Johnson, Eric Klein, Sidney Koehler, Aubrey Mann, Eva Ness, Leta Prestemon, Tove Sorenson, and Joe Vosepika. 

 

Another group of Bethel 9th graders are heading to the mountains of Montana 

for a week of challenge and discovery in God’s creation July 8th – 16th. Life at 

Christikon weaves together worship and Bible study with the exhilaration and 

exhaustion of high country camping. This year’s group is Claire Casson, Max 

Frank, Ryan Kuyper, Allison Mathews, Sophie 

Meyer, Aidan Molesky, Tait Narveson, Emmett 

Norrie, Jack Pribyl, Rachel Swenson, and 

Megan Wilder.  
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Our nursery is open during Sunday worship and  

fellowship year-round! Visit the world of wonder the 

amazing Juley Jenkinson creates for our little ones. 

They are also more than welcome in the sanctuary!  
 

During the academic year,  

we often have special themes 

and art projects. 

 

Nursery News 

Juley Jenkinson (she/her) 
Nursery Director 
507-786-8973  
jjenkinson@bethelnorthfield.org  

Kara Millerhagen (she/her)   
Director of Youth Ministries 
507-786-8877 
kmillerhagen@bethelnorthfield.org 

Formal children’s programming pauses in the summer 

as we focus on camps, fellowship, and our 

intergenerational connections. 
 

Look for Sunday School, Limitless midweek          

after-school programming, and 

some great retreats and field 

trips when Brenda is back in 

the fall! 

Brenda Atzinger (she/her)             
Director of Children’s Ministries 

507-786-8878 
batzinger@bethelnorthfield.org 

SPARK AN INTEREST... 

Youth Ministry                         Nashville & Christikon 

Children’s Programming 

CATCH FIRE! 

In June, we offered a multi-

congregational Vacation 

Bible School (VBS). 

Thanks to all the       

children, parents, and 

volunteers that made it 

so much fun! 

Creating family crest shields! 

Knights of  the 

North Castle VBS 

Six of our Bethel children enjoyed a week at Bible Camp! 

Be sure to ask them about their experience, and keep this 

opportunity in mind for 4th - 7th graders. 

 

Participants in this trip were Hannah Broughton, Nathan 

Broughton, Nathan Hoekstra, Albany Lyon, Brooke 

Lyon, and CoCo Schuster.  
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Council President Bill Hoekstra and Pastor Inger hosted the Bethel Ministry Summit on Saturday, June 11. Almost all of our 

council members and committees were able to attend. Imagine Finance, Stewardship, Worship & Arts, Congregational Life, 

Mission & Justice, RIC, ARLA, Kitchen, Funeral, Creation Care, BeFrienders, Homes for God’s Children (the Beyond the 

Budget Stewardship sub-committee) all in the same room! 
 

Why a Ministry Summit? Pastor Inger reminded us of 1 Corinthians 12:20-21: As it is, there are many members, yet one body. The 

eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 

Our goal was to build connections so that ministry could be more coordinated. By working together,  

we are better able to share Christ’s love.  
 

Sharing each committee’s current focus was inspiring, emphasizing the breadth of work our congregation 

is engaged in. Next, representatives from different committees sat down in “obvious” pairings,  

celebrating where they successfully partnered in the past and thinking about where they might want  

to collaborate in the year ahead. Then we tried the same exercise in “unlikely” pairs! It was wonderful  

to laugh, plan, and dream together. 

BURN BRIGHTLY…  

FAITH FORMATION FOR ALL AGES 

Adults in Action: Spring Ministry Summit 

Spotlight: Knight Stanley & the ELCA Churchwide Assembly           by Jessi Labenski 

The 2022 ELCA Churchwide Assembly will be held in Columbus, Ohio, Aug. 8-12. Bethel’s own Knight Stanley will be one 

of Southeastern Minnesota Synod’s representatives! Knight shared that, “It’s awesome, and a big responsibility for me to be 

representing Bethel. It’s my first time ever going to this assembly, so I’m not really sure what to expect”. Knight is a member 

of the Cannon River Valley Group, which is how he was selected to attend. The assembly is gathering under the 

theme, Embody the Word. There’s an importance in the double meaning of the two words: 
 

 Embody - meaning both the incarnation of Jesus Christ and the life of the church emerging from a pandemic. 

 Word - both meaning Jesus Christ and scripture 
 

The ELCA Churchwide Assembly, the primary decision-making body of the church, is a process of communal spiritual  

discernment. When the ELCA Churchwide Assembly convenes, its voting members meet with confidence in God’s grace 

around word and water, wine and bread, to carry on their work on behalf of the entire church. Over the course of the  

assembly, voting members will:  
 

• Hear reports and review the work of churchwide officers, leaders and units 

• Receive and consider proposals from synod assemblies 

• Elect officers, board members and other leaders 

• Establish ELCA churchwide policy 

• Worship together 

• Adopt a budget 

• Conduct other business related to the ELCA churchwide organization 

 

Please hold Knight and all the representatives in prayer in this important 

work. 

Staying Connected: an updated directory coming in August 

Our amazing office manager Mimi has created an congregational directory for use until we transition to our new church 

management software and can look into a photo directory. Information that will be included is head of household, partner, 

physical address, landline, cell phones, and email addresses. If you do not want all of your information to be included, or 

need to update it, be sure to contact the church office before the end of July.  



 

 

Life can be unpredictable, and sometimes it’s hard to commit  

to volunteering in advance. You can still help!  

Our 10:30 am outdoor service is more casual, and perfect for trying out ushering. Before the service begins, Sandy and Pastor 

Inger will be recruiting folks to usher and can provide any on-the-spot training that you need. Say yes to the request! 
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BETHEL BRIGHT LIGHTS 

June Review 

Pentecost Sunday was also Senior Sunday this year! The Aylins are one of 
the many Bethel families celebrating a graduate. Congratulations to Berit and all 
of our seniors - we can’t wait to how the Holy Spirit moves in and through your 
life! 

Youth in Duluth! 
8th graders put their 
faith in action     
helping neighbors in 
need with significant 
yard work and other 
projects. 

Outdoor Worship is back! Our first Sunday  
on the lawn, Pastor Phil helped us consider  
the works of God’s fingers (identifying different  
creatures from bones, horns, feathers, and shells)  
and engage Psalm 8 anew. 

  A New Way to Serve...   

FAB women have been enjoying 
discussion on Joan Chittister's 
book The Friendship of Women. They 
meet at 9:30 am every Thursday.  



 

 

May was a good month financially for Bethel!     

Revenues of $90k were above budget, bringing our 

year-to-date giving to within 4% of this time last 

year and to within 8% of the budget. Trends are 

showing a markable improvement versus the initial 

months of the year. Revenue exceeded estimated 

expenses of $83k yielding $7k of net income during 

the month, our second consecutive positive 

month. Consequently, our running deficit for the 

year narrowed from $38k in April to $31k in 

May. We are encouraged by these improving num-

bers while thankful for all your gifts – including 

many who increased their giving – to support the 

mission of Bethel.   
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 July 3 July 10 July 17 July 24 July 31 

Ushers 

 

8:30: Harley Foster,  

Dale Turnacliff  

10:30: Denise & Rick 

Hucka 

8:30: Kevin Fink, Kelly 

Groenewold 

10:30: Cindy & Jeff Kreis 

8:30: Donna & Bob 

Vanderhoff                

10:30: Denise & Marie 

Halvorson 

8:30: Char and David 

Jacobsen 

8:30: Dale Turnacliff 

10:30: Available 

Greeters 

 

8:30: Leone Larson, 

Myrna Luehmann            

10:30: Available 

8:30: Patsy Trusty,   

Available 

10:30: Mary Loven 

8:30:  Curt Johnson,   

Available      

10:30: Peder and Kaethe 

8:30: Rachel Coltvet 

10:30: Available 

8:30: Available           

10:30 Available 

 

Nametags 

 

8:30: Bill and Ruth 

Hoekstra Family 

 

8:30: Bob Kaul 8:30: Noel & Lois        

Stratmoen 

8:30: Available 8:30: Available  

Readers 8:30: Maryann Kaul 

10:30: Paula Mathison 

8:30: Bob Kaul 

10:30: Darlene Broughton 

8:30: Wayne Kivell 

10:30: Kaethe Schwehn 

8:30: Paula Mathison 

10:30: Greg Walter 

8:30: Dottie Hammer 

10:30: Available 

Altar Care Set &  

Clean: Carol Cole 

Set up: Carol Lysen 

Clean: Sharon Stoeck 

Set &  

Clean: Jenkinson Family  

Set & 

Clean: Carol Cole  

Set & 

Clean: Jenkinsons 

Coffee  

Servers 

Jaimee Frank,  Lois & 

Clark Carey 

Jenkinson Family Jenkinson Family Kaethe Schwehn, Peder 

Jothen, Greg & Grete 

Walter 

Available 

Treats  

(2-3 dozen) 

Jaimee Frank, Becky 

Benedict 

Jill Mahr, Available Leone Larson, Grete    

Walter, Lois Stratmoen 

Becky Benedict, Lois 

Stratmoen, Kaethe 

Schwehn 

Rhonda Reece,      

Available 

Communion 

Bread 

Becky Benedict Sandy Reiman Nancy Sparby Becky Benedict Kitty Runzheimer 

Sacramental 

Minister 

8:30: Sandy Reiman 

10:30: Available 

8:30: Bob Kaul 

10:30: Availble 

8:30: Available 

10:30: Mike Sparby 

8:30: Maryann Kaul 

10:30: Available 

8:30: Available 

10:30: Availble 

LET YOUR LIGHT SO SHINE... 

WORSHIP VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

THE FINANCIAL FURNACE 

Generosity and helping others brings happiness to you, but may also 

give you a longer life. Studies by Harvard and Stanford Universities 

found that people who were often motivated to help others were  

rewarded by a greater ability to fight disease and delay aging and even 

death. A California study revealed that teenagers who helped others 

experienced a longer life too! Specific directed brain scans show that 

good thoughts release dopamine in the brain, lowering stress levels. 

Logically then, when one’s stress level is lowered, the mind and body 

become healthier. Most great moral and spiritual traditions include 

the philosophy that giving time, talent, and treasure benefits the giver. 

Both the giver and the receiver benefit! What could be better than 

that? To be a healthy congregation, Bethel needs your support 

through your time, talent, and treasure for the work  God calls us to 

do. Our budget not only includes needs within our congregation, but 

beyond - in our community, nation, and world. What could be better 

than that? Give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or 

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. - 2nd Corinthians 9:7.  

Stewardship Letter                  by Noel Stratmoen 

Members of the Stewardship Committee are Becky Benedict, 

Kevin Christopherson, Gordy Olson, Don Pavek, Pam Vig, 

and Noel Stratmoen.  



 

 

Bethel Lutheran Church 
1321 North Avenue 
Northfield, MN 55057 
 ● ● ● 

Phone: 507-786-6674 
Web: www.bethelnorthfield.org 
www.facebook.com/bethellutheran 
Email: bethel@bethelnorthfield.org 

 ● ● ● 
Return Service Requested 

 

Welcome Sandy! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are thrilled to have Sandy 

on the Bethel team, and 

know she’ll help you find 

ways to use your time and 

talents to serve! 
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Learn about LIRS  
 

 

The Afghan refugee humanitarian crisis. Newly arriving Ukrainian refugees.  

Asylum seekers at the southern border. Immigration is impacting congregations  

in Southeastern Minnesota as new neighbors are welcomed into local communities. 

Join us for a special lunch with Beth Nelson Chase, Senior Philanthropic Advisor  

at LIRS, and SEMN Synod staff representatives. Be inspired as we learn about  

up-to-date immigration policy and practice, advocacy and ministry initiatives for 

faith communities, and a vision of action and change towards the preferred future 

of US immigration. Tacos will be provided.  
 

Wednesday, August 3, 12-1:30 pm 

Please RSVP by Friday, July 22  

at https://form.jotform.com/221636830098156 
Sandy Reiman (she/her) 
Volunteer Coordinator / 

Receptionist 
507-786-6674  

volunteer@bethelnorthfield.org  


