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WHAT IS YOUR SPIRITUAL LEGACY?
The Bethel Summer Retreat is entitled
Spiritually Guiding Children and
Teens: Ideas and Inspiration for
Passing Your Spiritual Legacy on to
Younger Generations, and will be held
on August 16, 12-4:30 p.m. The retreat
will be a fun mix of storytelling, individual
reflections and group discussions. Join us
and you will gain:
 A clearer picture of wisdom received
from your own spiritual journey.
 Age-appropriate ideas and storytelling
seeds for passing this wisdom on to
next generations.
 An understanding of the psychological
importance for young people to have a
spiritual faith.
The retreat begins with lunch at noon,
followed by the program at 1 p.m., in the
CLC. There is no cost to attend, but
free will offerings will be accepted.

This retreat is for
grandparents, parents,
mentors - anyone interested
in exploring tangible ways of
sharing their faith with young people. The
retreat facilitator, Carolyn Kolovitz, is a
spiritual director at Loyola Spirituality
Center in St Paul and the parent of an
adult daughter she adopted at age eight.
For over 15 years, she facilitated groups
with children & teens on topics such as
relationships, values & self-confidence.
She has also trained professionals on
working with youth. Carolyn has a BS in
Psychology, an MS in Women’s Studies
and will be completing her MA in
Theology in 2018.
To register, sign up at the Information
Station in the Narthex or contact the
church office at 786-6674 or
bethel@bethelnorthfield.org.
Sponsored by WELCA and Living Together
Faithfully, Bethel’s Small Group Ministry.

…and much more!

MEET BRENDA ATZINGER, OUR NEW DIRECTOR OF
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
Sundays at Bethel
8:30 a.m. Worship
9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
10 a.m. Worship
All worship services at Bethel
include Holy Communion or
Holy Baptism

When Brenda Atzinger’s daughter started
BAM four years ago, Brenda attended
BAM Chapel and
thought, “This is
incredible! I want to be a
part of this!” And she
was - volunteering in
many BAM and Sunday
School capacities. Who
knew that, four years
later, Brenda would be in charge of
Bethel’s entire Children’s Ministry
program, including BAM Chapel?!

Brenda grew up attending school mostly in
Texas, and graduated as a music education
major from the University
of Texas, where she met
her future husband, Chris.
She and Chris went to
graduate school in
Michigan (Brenda at
Michigan State and Chris
at the University of
Michigan). They were married and moved
east to attend the Peabody Conservatory.

Brenda, continued on page 2.
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VOLUNTEER AT THE
FOOD SHELF
August is a big month at the Food
Shelf for Bethel! It is the month when
Bethel provides more than 50
volunteers, high school age and over.
The Food Shelf serves a large number
of clients throughout the entire year.
These clients are below a qualifying
income level and receive food amounts
based on the size of their household.
The Food Shelf, which is located at
1651 Jefferson Parkway, has an
entrance along the side of the building
on Raider Drive. Volunteers help
clients with their food selection and
occasionally stock shelves. The shifts
are two hours in length and are
available Monday, Tuesday, Thursday,
and Friday.
If you checked an interest in
volunteering at the Food Shelf on your
Time and Talent sheet or through FaB,
you will receive the Doodle invitation.
If not, and you would like to be
involved, please contact Candy in the
church office (786-6674) or Andra
Hamilton (218-556-1227). Food Shelf
staff are extremely grateful for the
numerous volunteers and the generous
contributions from Bethel.

BRENDA, continued from page 1.
Throughout grad school, Brenda
worked in church music, including as a
Director of Music, and directing
children’s and adult ensembles. She
has taught full time and as an adjunct
voice instructor at several colleges, and
performed on opera stages and in
concert halls in the U.S. and Europe.
She has also organized countless
volunteers for organizations for which
she has volunteered, a handy skill for
Bethel’s Children’s Ministry.

Vig over the last 20 years. Some
offerings will be similar and some will
be different, but all will demonstrate
the great love and commitment our
congregation has for its youngest
members.

And she has a heart for children.
“When we know that we are created on
purpose, loved, accepted, and forgiven,
we are free to live in God’s joy,” she
says. “I mindfully include that idea in
my own parenting.” Brenda and Chris
have two sons in addition to daughter
Abigail (now 10): Brandon is 7, and
Isaac is 3. They also have a Boston
terrier named Annabelle. Chris is an
Associate Professor of Piano at St.
Olaf, and enjoys a thriving career as a
concert pianist around the world.

Welcome, Brenda - we thank God
for your care and leadership for the
children of Bethel!

Pastor Tim says, “Brenda is energetic
and creative: she’s planning some fresh
and exciting changes for Bethel in the
fall. I am already enjoying having her
as a colleague, and she’s only been in
the office for two weeks!”

Brenda’s goal for Children’s Ministry is
“to equip and empower Bethel’s
children to succeed in life and have the
joy and peace of doing it in partnership
with God.” To that end, she’s building
on the solid foundation built by Pam

CREATION CARE TIP
OF THE MONTH

BETHEL TREASURE BUILDERS AND WOOD
WORKING

Clean out your A/C air filter and make
sure all vents are open. Air filters that
have not been cleaned or replaced in a
while mean that free-flowing air is
being blocked, making the system work
harder to push air out. Similarly,
closed vents mean that they system will
work harder to maintain a constant
temperature. Keeping vents open
allows air to circulate, saving you
money on your electricity bill. In
addition, make sure that furniture or
curtains aren’t blocking any vents.

The deadline for this Banner article also marked the halfway point of our
meteorological summer. Six months from now, the Bethel woodworker/mentors
and their mentees will have sawdust and wood shavings coming out of their ears
while building finely crafted baptism boxes, burial urns, and memorial flag boxes.
In September, stop by the group's display table in the Narthex to touch and see
the excellent projects that teams of experienced and novice woodworkers made
last winter. Learn where and when to sign up to join this hands-on ministry
building projects from beginning to end.
Come this winter, learn how to make a baptism box, a burial urn, or a memorial
flag box for either yourself, a friend, a family member, or a Bethel saint.
For more information, contact John Van Ast or Bob Kaul.
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FROM THE ASSOCIATE PASTOR...
I just returned from a retreat entitled,
"The Road to Peace." Inherent to
this topic are questions like, "Is peace
even possible? What is peace? What
are the roots of conflict and violence in
our world?"

being, we need to really want peace, and
when we truly want peace, we will begin
asking ourselves the question, "Who do
I need to speak to, and what's it going
to cost me to create peace in my own
life?"

Each day of the retreat, we reflected on
Scripture passages and example of
peace in history, but the quote that
stuck with me so vividly throughout
the week was from John Lennon who
said, "If everyone demanded peace
instead of another television set, there'd
be peace in the world." The point

You see, peace efforts don't just belong
to "big" names or countries. Peace
belongs to us. It's our mission as
Christians. And peace is what God
gives freely. We just don't always
recognize it. Dietrich Bonhoeffer says,
"The opposite of peace is security."
Jean Vanier says, "The opposite of

peace is not war, but fear." Jesus says,
"Peace I leave with you. My peace I
give to you. In this world you will have
trouble, but take heart, I have
overcome the world."
In this seemingly tumultuous time, may
we take heart that the true God of
peace, Jesus Christ, gives each one of us
courage to transform the world.

MISSION & JUSTICE FORUM IN AUGUST
Bethel Lutheran, along with thousands
of other congregations in this country,
is the faith center for our members and
attendees. It is our place of worship
and fellowship, but it is also a place
where we should be able, without fear,
to express our concerns about our
community, our country and the world.
As important elections approach,
Bethel’s Mission and Justice Committee
is organizing a 2-part forum series that
we are calling Faith Not Fear.
Within the context of our traditional
worship and education programs, it can
be divisive to promote a particular
political point of view and we tend to
avoid such discussions.

and ideas. We need to be able to speak
and to listen, to come together in faith
as members of the church of Jesus
Christ. To that end, we invite you to
join us and many other concerned
Bethelites to an evening forum on
Thursday, August 2, from 7–9 p.m. in
Bethel’s Fireside Room.

But our people are concerned. Each of
us has a voice, and in our democracy
we have the right to speak out. The
church has a right, yes, even an
obligation to speak out.

This forum, open to all who are
motivated to share concerns about
issues facing our communities and
country, will be led by St. Olaf political
science professor and Bethel member
Doug Casson. Those who know Doug
and have had the opportunity to hear
him, know that he is very skilled in
leading positive discussions – even
over controversial subjects - in a
Christian context. We are grateful that
he has agreed to lead these forums. A
date has not yet been set for the second
forum.

It is time to offer our members and
friends an opportunity to come
together in a supportive and nonpartisan setting to share our concerns

One of our great hymns by Fred Kaan
gives voice to our prayer for God’s
healing touch on our nation and all the
earth:

For the healing of the nations, Lord we pray
with one accord,
For a just and equal sharing of the things that
earth affords.
To a life of love in action help us rise and
pledge our word.
Lead your people into freedom. From despair
your world release,
That, redeemed from war and hatred, all may
come and go in peace.
Show us how, through care and goodness, fear
will die and hope increase.
All that kills abundant living, let it from the
earth be banned:
Pride of status, race or schooling, dogmas that
obscure your plan.
In our common quest for justice may we
hallow life’s brief span.
You, Creator God, have written your great
name on humankind.
For our growing in your likeness, bring the life
of Christ to mind,
That by our response and service earth its
destiny may find.
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BE A COMPANION
Would you like to be a friend to
someone who needs some company?
Consider being a Bethel Companion.
This ministry offers friendly visits to
Bethelites who are experiencing
isolation from our Bethel community.
The training is open to any Bethel
member willing to volunteer and spend
a morning taking the training. Consider
attending Bethel Companion training on
Saturday, August 25, or Saturday,
September 8, 9:45 a.m.-noon, Classroom
61 A&B. For more information,
contact the church office.

Service Opportunity

LAURA BAKER SATURDAY RESPITE
Laura Baker Services Association (LBSA) is pleased to provide an afternoon of
structured activities for people with developmental disabilities and a welcome
break for their caregivers. On the second Saturday of each month from 25 p.m., LSBA hosts Saturday Respite on its campus at 211 Oak Street. The
event is staffed by the Family Support Services Coordinator, with assistance
from community volunteers.
Bethel members are invited to contact Pastor Becca to indicate their interest
in volunteering. This is an opportunity for members of our community to
engage with one another in a supportive and fun environment.

VISIT THE SCHOOL BAG TREE
Help send children around the world to school with all the supplies they need.
Please take a school bag from the school bag tree in the Narthex, fill it with the
items listed and return the bag to the tree. The bags will be sent to Lutheran
World Relief to be used in areas of need around the world. Thank you for your
support. Here’s a list of items needed for each bag:









4 70-sheet notebooks (no loose paper)
One ruler 30 centimeters (can have centimeters on one side)
1 pencil sharpener
1 pair of blunt school scissors
5 unsharpened #2 pencils, secured with rubber band
5 black or blue ballpoint pens, secured with rubber band
1 box of 16 or 24 crayons
1 21/4" eraser

Thank you for all that you give!

AUP PERFORMED AT BETHEL
Until now, two or three Bethel
members volunteered to perform an
audit of Bethel’s books annually. With
our budget nearing $1 million, the
Finance Committee and Church
Council decided that it would be
beneficial to have an independent
certified public accounting (CPA) firm
look over our books this past year.
We hired the firm of Boyum
Barenscheer, a regional CPA firm
headquartered in Bloomington, to
conduct an AUP (Agreed Upon
Procedures) engagement. (The cost of
an AUP is MUCH cheaper than having
an independent CPA firm perform a

full-blown audit.) Bethel and Boyum
agreed upon procedures to be
performed. The firm spent two days
in March of this year tested and
verified Bethel’s policies and
procedures, internal controls, and asset
and liability balances. Bank accounts,
donor information, payroll, credit
cards, Thrivent mortgage, solar loans,
and capital expenditures (the new roof)
were tested and verified.
Although no formal opinion or
conclusion is issued by a CPA firm
when an AUP engagement has been
performed, the Boyum report of
findings cited no significant

deficiencies or areas of concern,
affirmed to me in a phone call from
the Boyum manager assigned to our
engagement. The manager
complimented the work of Nichole
Porath, Director of Finance, Alice
Carson, Payroll & Benefits
Coordinator, and the entire Bethel
staff!
Please call me and/or Nichole if you
have any questions regarding our
Boyum engagement.
In Christ,
Kevin Fink, Bethel Treasurer
612-804-7937
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BETHEL NEWS
Parents of Bethel Graduates ~
Once your child gets settled at school,
in the service, or in a job away from
home, please pass along his/her
address and email address for our
Bethel records. They may be left with
Barb Farmer or in the church office.

Lane, Northfield). Early to Bed and
Night Owls: please arrive at 7:30 p.m.
Good fellowship with no agenda.
Bring your own beverage or a few
dollars to reimburse for beverages on
hand. All men are welcome. Contact
Zach Bahler with questions.

On Sunday, August 5, the Bethel
softball team will participate in the
Just for Fun Tournament (a fundraiser
for the Food Shelf). For time and
location, contact CJ and Ashley Hruza
at 507-993-0330.

Bethel's *NEW* Women's Group,
Soul Sisters, is gearing up for our first
event in September: we will be
heading to Cannon Valley Cinema for
a flick and enjoying dinner at Fielder's
Choice. We also have secured Up Lift
a Box to come to Bethel in October for
an event that will support women in
need. Look for more information in
the September Banner!

Bethel Women Having Fun is
holding its annual salad/dessert potluck
on Tuesday, August 21, at Lu
Lindstrom’s house beginning at
11:30 a.m. All women are welcome to
come and help plan activities for the
upcoming year.
Vision Seekers, our men’s fellowship
group, meets on Thursday, August 16,
at Don Pavek's house (760 Indigo

Mark your calendars ~ our annual Rite
of Confirmation will be on Sunday,
October 14, at 1 p.m. at Boe Chapel
on the St. Olaf campus. Plan to join
our 10th graders and their families!

JOIN THE THURSDAY’S
TABLE TEAM

MARK YOUR
CALENDAR...

Bethel serves at Thursday's Table on
the fourth Thursday of every other
month (February, April, June, August,
October, and December) - that means
August 23. Please consider signing up
to volunteer for table and room set-up,
as a food server, table cleaner, dessert
server, or for dining room clean-up at
any or all of the dinners. Thursday's
Table is a community dinner, open to
all. It serves to provide a social time
for many, and it provides a warm meal
for all, including the volunteers.

September 5 ~ Confirmation

Look for a sign-up sheet on the
Information Station or contact the
church office.

Orientation

September 12 ~ BAM begins
September 16 ~ Rally Day
September 23 ~ Special

Congregational Meeting re:
Endowment Fund

October 14 ~ Confirmation Sunday
November 11 ~ Bethel Blood Drive

BREWIN’ AT BETHEL
CONTINUES
Wednesday night fun continues in
August! All events start at Bethel at
7 p.m. and end at 8 p.m. with root beer
floats in the CLC.
August 1 – Game
Night, in the CLC Bring your own game or
play one that is already
here!
August 8 – The Heart
of L’Arche, with Pastor
Becca

ADULT ED IN AUGUST
Summer is a great time to try
something new - all of these groups
welcome new members anytime.
The FaB ladies reading group
continues their study and discussions
of Half Truths by Adan Hamilton every
Thursday morning at 8:15. We meet in
the Fireside Room with fresh coffee
available. Be prepared for our next
book authored by a new and upcoming
name in the health industry...with
mortality being the focus.
The Women of the Word (WoW)
will be completing their study of Acts
in August. They will take a break until
Friday, September 7, and are currently
deciding what the next Bible Study will
be. Stay tuned to the Banner for
information from WoW on our fall
study.

BE A PART OF THE BLUE CREW!
Did you know that Bethel members deliver Meals on Wheels every Sunday after
church? We have the blue route, which is in the Bethel neighborhood. You will
pick up meals at the Long-Term Care Center entrance of the hospital and deliver
meals to folks in our neighborhood - and it only takes about 45 minutes. Please
sign up to deliver at least one Sunday during the year. Kids are welcome to be a
part of it, too. This is an easy and much appreciated service to those in need who
live right around Bethel. Contact the church office for more information.
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Children ~ Families ~ Disciples ~ Children ~ Families ~ Disciples

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY UPDATE
Making an Impact ~ Staying young
and investing in the next generation of
difference-makers are great benefits of
getting involved in Bethel's Children's
Ministry! We are so blessed to have a
large number of children in our
congregation, and we have the
opportunity to speak into their lives in
many ways. As the summer seems to
race by, we look ahead to the programs
that begin anew. There will be places
to serve as Sunday School teachers,
various leaders in our BAM ministry,
musicians, visual artists, and more.
Please begin considering how God is
directing you to share your heart, gifts
and talents this fall! Contact Brenda to
volunteer or for more information.
Fall Start Up Dates
Sunday School begins on Rally Day,
September 16. Classes are from 9:4510:30 a.m.

BAM begins on Wednesday,
September 12.

More details will be available in the
September Banner and other mailings.
2018-2019 Service Opportunities
Lesson plans are provided for you, so just come
with a heart for children!

Sunday School- We still have

openings in the following areas for our
Sunday School ministry:
Age 3- First Grade Sunday School
These are team-taught sessions that
allow you to coordinate availability
with your team. We love having our
high school students assist also!
Second-Fifth Grade
Calling MUSICIANS!- Sing to the Lord
a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth.
Psalm 96:1 We are adding a praise
and worship opening to our 2nd-5th
grade Sunday School. If you love to
sing, play guitar or piano, please
contact Brenda for more information.

Beginning this fall, these classes will
also be team-taught sessions that allow
you to coordinate availability. Since
we have some special units throughout
the year in these classes, we can also
use your help for 2, 4 or 6-week
sessions during the year.

Adult Acolyte Helpers ~ We need 4-6

volunteers to help our 4th and 5th
graders put on robes and quickly review
the duties from 8:15-8:30 and 10:3010:45 a.m. each Sunday from
September through December.

BAM ~ Wednesdays for K-5th Graders

(3:30-5:45 p.m.) We still have openings
in these areas of our Wednesday
afternoon children's ministry:
Snack Prep, Serving, Clean-Up 3:15-4:15 p.m.
Faith Stretch- Lead 25-minute
sessions involving faith-related
storytelling and motion
Serving Others Daily (SOD)- Lead
25-minute sessions where the children
get homework help or work together
on a service project. This will be a
rotating session during part of the
year. Feel free to volunteer for all or
part of the rotation!
Art - Lead 25-minute sessions in
April (3 weeks) for a special art project
Games/Activities- Lead 25-minute
sessions for faith related activities
during part of the year.
We love our middle school & high
school volunteers on Wednesdays!
Please consider serving!
Volunteers are welcome to serve
weekly, once a month, every other
month, etc., as fits your schedule!
Thanks for any and all time you invest
in our children's ministry!

Christmas in
August?!
Well, maybe not, but
after several years of enjoying Advent
Programs done by our Sunday School
children, we are moving back a beloved
tradition of old...a Children's Christmas
Program! I am beyond excited to share
the great news of our God becoming
human, through the mouths of babes.
Please mark your calendars now for
Sunday, December 16, at 2 and 3:30
p.m., with a dress rehearsal Saturday
morning December 15, 9:30-noon. All
our Sunday School and BAM students
may participate.

Road Maps are Now Due!

If you have children who will
participate in any of our ministries to,
with, and for grade 5 and younger
children in the 2018-2019 school year,
you must fill out a Children's Ministry
Road Map. Supplies and curriculum are
being ordered, spaces are being
assigned, and volunteers recruited. It
makes a huge difference in our
preparations to have accurate numbers.
Please take the time to fill out and
return your family's Road Map if you
haven't already done so. Thank you for
your help!
Stay tuned for more in
September....
As I have watched my three children
participate in Bethel's thriving children's
ministry and volunteered to support the
activities in the past, I am delighted to
build upon the foundation in new and
exciting ways. Watch for more details
in the September Banner, email and
regular mail.
Brenda Atzinger, Director of
Children’s Ministries
786-8878
batzinger@bethelnorthfield.org
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Youth DISCIPLESHIP: Serving, Growing, Welcoming, Caring!
WHAT'S HAPPENING IN YOUTH MINISTRY?
Celebration Sunday ~ All summer
trippers (8th Grade Mission Trip,
Christikon, Houston Gathering
Trip), please put Sunday morning,
August 19, on your calendars. We’ll be
participating in the Summer
Celebration services (8:30 & 10 a.m.).
We’ll also show our appreciation to all
the Bethel members who prayed for us
and helped us raise money for our trips
by holding the 16th annual Absolutely

Free – No Strings Attached –
Thanks a Bunch Carwash. Further
details will be sent by email or regular
mail. Please plan to be a part of this
big thank you to our Bethel friends!

Looking ahead – Mark Your
Calendars!
Bethel’s annual Confirmation
Orientation for all 7th - 10th grade
youth and parents is scheduled in the
sanctuary on Wednesday, September 5,

FROM THE
SCRIP TABLE...
A big THANK YOU to those who
participated in the Scrip program this
past year! Whether you purchased
Scrip to use yourself, or purchased
Scrip to support one of our many
travelling youth, or purchased Scrip to
donate to the Good Samaritan Fund,
or purchased Scrip for your own
mission trip with ISLA or another
organization, thank you! The
numbers are in and together we raised
$9,422 this year - $8,702 for the youth
trips and $720 for ISLA or the mission
trip of your choice.
Not only does Scrip work as a
fundraiser, but each of these Bethel
members are going out and making an
impact in our world! That is truly the
purpose of this program at Bethel. ☺

at 7 p.m. The meeting will include
information about curriculum,
schedules, and class locations. Parents,
please plan to attend this important
informational meeting with your child.
10th grade Confirmation Crossroads
classes will begin the night of
orientation, September 5; all other
grades will begin regular confirmation
classes at 7 p.m. the following
Wednesday evening, September 12.
9ers ~ A short informational meeting
about Bethel’s Mentor ministry will
take place in the Bethel Youth Center
on Wednesday, September 5,
immediately following the
Confirmation Orientation (about
8 p.m.). Learn more about how you
can participate in the wonderful
tradition for 9th grade youth.
The Fundraising Team will meet at
5:30 p.m. in the Fireside Room on
Tuesday, September 18.
Hang Time will have its first meeting
of the fall for all 11th and 12th grade
youth at 7 p.m. on Wednesday,
September 12, in the Bethel Youth
Center. Join us and kick off the new
school year with some faith and fun!
Confirmation Kick-off Retreat ~ A
confirmation retreat is being planned
for Saturday, September 15, from 9
a.m. – 2 p.m. for all youth entering 7th,
8th, and 9th grade confirmation classes.
This retreat at Bethel will be a great
chance to learn more about your
confirmation journey and get to know
your confirmation teachers in a fun,
relaxed setting. We’ll meet at Bethel at
9 a.m. on Saturday morning for fun,
faith talk, and food (of course!).
Parents will be asked to join us at 1:30
for a short wrap-up. Details will be

sent in the mail.
Parents, please
contact Barb
Farmer if you are able to help make &
serve lunch or lead activities.
Rally Sunday is September 16! All
Sunday education classes will start this
Sunday at 9:45 a.m. Further class
information will be sent to all families
at the beginning of September.
Confirmation Service ~
All 2018-19 10th graders are asked to
reserve Sunday, October 7, for your
confirmation retreat. During the
day, we will have time for faith talk,
fun, and planning your confirmation
service. Parents are asked to join us
late that afternoon and evening for the
confirmation rehearsal and dinner.
You will receive a letter in the mail in
August with details. Then, mark your
calendars for Sunday, October 14.
That’s the date for our fall 10th graders
to be confirmed at Boe Chapel on the
St. Olaf campus at 1:30 p.m. Please
join us and celebrate the rite of
confirmation with our youth

Barb Farmer, Director of
Youth Ministries
786-8877
bfarmer@bethelnorthfield.org

THE BETHEL BANNER

Page 8

ORDINARY TIME
Sitting on a patio overlooking the wide
expanse of Leech Lake with soft waves
at the shoreline, a flock of white
pelicans settled on the water and a half
mile long straight line of ducks
skimming low over the waves, it is in
great contrast to just a few hours ago
when, after midnight, we were hustled
into the storm shelter with 70 mile per
hour winds and blasting tornado sirens.
But now a charcoal-colored cat sleeps
stretched out next to my chair
(honestly, with a smile on its face).
This reminds me of the chaotic
moments of the crucifixion, with the
crowd shouting, city bells clanging
wildly as an earthquake cracked the
ground open, the temple curtain
ripped into pieces, shouting soldiers
gambling away beneath the cross—
to the unimaginable contrast of a
silent, careful removal of the Son of
God's limp body from the rough
wooden beam, such a ceremony of
grief, a mother's gentle cradling of
her dead son in her arms for a few

by Vicki Roller
last moments before the anointing and
wrapping by loving, confused friends,
who would lay Him outstretched in the
silent tomb. Imagine, too, the strolling,
one friend on each side, as they walked
their way to Emmaus or the picnic on a
beach by the Sea of Tiberias with fireroasted fish.
This kind of change exemplifies for me
the beauty and wisdom of the Church
year: from busy, emotionally intense
Holy seasons and festivals to the many
weeks of Pentecost. Yes, Pentecost: a
whole half year known as Ordinary
Time.

Ordinary Time. What a beautiful
concept! The Church letting us have
such a long period of time for just
living in the fullness of the Kingdom
day in and day out, no matter our
circumstances. It can mean surrender
toward, "...not my will, but yours be
done." (Luke 22:42) "Our hearts are
restless until we finds rest in Thee." It
can be our time of simple trusting,
contentment, focusing on a slow and
intentional spiritual recommitment,
feeling the Holy Spirit's peace within
our sometimes restless or empty souls.
May your Pentecost be as ordinary and
calming as the lapping waves against
the shoreline or the gentle, warm
summer breeze blowing through the
white birch trees, quietly clapping their
hands. (Isaiah 55:12)
[Vicki is a new member, having joined Bethel
in June. We look forward to reading more of
your reflections, Vicki - thank you for
submitting this story! ~ Ed.]
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Brenda Atzinger, Director of Children’s Ministries ........786-8878 ........... batzinger@bethelnorthfield.org
Juley Jenkinson, Nursery Coordinator ..............................786-6674 ........... jjenkinson@bethelnorthfield.org
Kristin Haines, Office Administrator................................786-8876 ........... khaines@bethelnorthfield.org
Nichole Porath, Director of Finance ................................786-6687 ........... nporath@bethelnorthfield.org
Alice Carson, Payroll and Benefits Coordinator .............786-8986 ........... acarson@bethelnorthfield.org
Candy Nordine, Secretary/Receptionist ...........................786-6674 ........... cnordine@bethelnorthfield.org
Lisa McDermott, Newsletter Editor ............................................................. lmcdermott@bethelnorthfield.org
Church Library .................................................................................................. library@bethelnorthfield.org
Brent Kivell, Custodian
Dan Kallman, Adult Choir Dir.
Jill Mahr, Youth Handbell Dir. Christina Schwietz, Kindergarten Choir Dir.
Blair Fowler, Building Manager Dan Nelson, A/V Room Manager

Kristin Kivell, Carol & Alleluia Choirs Dir.
Larry Narhi, Custodian
Cindy Carlson, Resonance Bell Dir.
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MISSION INTERPRETER

By Lois Stratmoen

As you may already be aware, our
Bishop Steven Delzer is retiring and
our SE MN Synod ELCA will be
getting a new bishop.
The following email
message is one I
received and I share a
portion of it with you,
so that you know what
our congregational
leaders will be working
Bishop Delzer
on in preparation for
electing a new bishop:
Dear Siblings in Christ,
Over the coming year our synod will
engage in the process of calling a new
bishop. One of the tools we will use
to equip us in this work is an
assessment called Landscape, to be
completed by leaders around the
synod. Landscape is part of our selfstudy period as a synod. It will help
us determine the needs of our wider
community and synod. One of the
gifts of Landscape is that its findings
will empower us all to have more
informed collective conversations
about the gifts we are seeking in our
next bishop.

CARE PACKAGES FOR NORTHFIELD TORCH
Bethel members will again be packaging care packages to send to Northfield
TORCH students who are away at college. There have been a core group of 1520 people who have provided treats, cookies, “fun” items, and other daily living
basics for the boxes. We want to invite more Bethel members to participate in
supporting these students. Each package includes:
* a note/photo from the person donating
* two dozen homemade cookies (chocolate chip seems to be the preferred)
* One twenty dollar bill for the student to spend as they wish- gas, pizza, etc
The Care Team will package after the first service on Sunday, September 2nd, so
students will receive the packages the end of the first week of September. To
participate, just bring a baggie with the two dozen cookies and an envelope with
the note and the cash in a bag marked “TORCH Care Packages”. They can be
left with the church office beforehand or at the TORCH table near the east entrance on Sunday morning of the packing. The Bethel Care Package team will
continue to pack the boxes and prepare them for mailing, and anyone is welcome to join us!
Donations of cash and gift cards are always a welcome if you are unable to prepare the entire package. Donations to help pay for shipping are encouraged as
well.
Bethel Cares for TORCH Team
Any questions - contact Rose Turnacliff

Bishop Steven Delzer
SE MN Synod

HABITAT NEWS
Habitat for Humanity has started building at 715 Willow Street in Faribault, a six
-bedroom home with the Ahmed Family! If you would like to sign up to
volunteer on the build site or bring a meal to hungry volunteers, go to
habitatricecounty.org/volunteer. Volunteers are working on Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Saturdays.
Questions about volunteering? Call Jodi or Cheri at 507-323-5167 or e-mail:
Jodi at jodihabitat@gmail.com or Cheri at habitatricecec@gmail.com.

WHERE DO I FIND…
If you’ve been wondering where all the
thank you notes, or press clippings, or
community events are, take a look at
the bulletin boards scattered around
Bethel. Press clippings and thank
you notes are across the hall from the
Fireside Room, and community
announcements can be found at
bulletin boards near every entrance.
Music stuff? Look at the bulletin
board in the hallway to the left of the
nursery door. (Speaking of the
nursery, their bulletin board is by far
the cutest in the whole place - be sure
to check it out soon!)
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FISCAL HEALTH AS OF JUNE 30, 2018
YEAR TO DATE
ACTUAL
June
2018

Budget

Fav
(Unfav)
Variance

Annual
Budget

Actual

Revenue
Total Revenue

$65,104

$488,029

$497,139

$(9,110)

$974,000

Expenses
Personnel
Trustee
Benevolence
Mortgage/Reserves
Youth Formation
Administration
Adult Formation (negative denotes income)
Worship
Stewardship
Congregational Life (negative denotes income)
Total Expenses

$53,567
4,664
4,483
3,231
3,820
3,447
201
977
503
148
$75,041

$338,552
47,682
30,327
19,387
17,373
14,095
1,422
3,586
2,032
(789)
$473,667

$352,680
43,904
30,347
19,386
17,373
17,940
3,750
3,749
2,520
1,296
$492,945

$14,128
(3,778)
20
(1)
3,845
2,328
163
488
2,085
$19,278

$708,653
77,385
61,075
38,776
35,650
30,281
7,485
7,050
5,045
2,600
$974,000

Net Income (Loss)

$(9,937)

$14,362

$4,194

$10,168

0*

*We always budget our revenue to meet expenses.

OPERATING RESULTS SUMMARY
Expenses exceeded revenue by $10k in June. We budgeted for a net loss of $7k.
Net Income
June: $10k net loss vs. $7k net loss budgeted. YTD $14k net income vs. $4k budgeted.
Revenue
June: $65k actual vs. $71k budgeted. YTD revenue is $488k. vs $497k budgeted. YTD actual and budget revenue are both
high as we have received numerous prepaid and lump sum contributions due to the changed tax laws.
Expense
June: $75k actual vs. $77k budgeted. YTD $473k actual vs. $492k budgeted. Drivers include: Hourly employee cost lower
than budget, YTD lower Youth Formation and Administration (timing), and Congregational Life revenue that exceeded expenses. 2018 Snowplowing expenses were $5k more than budgeted, causing the Trustee over-run.
Mortgage balance at June 30, 2018: $303,648
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ARE YOU AN AMAZON
SHOPPER?

BENEVOLENCES as of 6/30/2018

Your purchases on Amazon can benefit
Bethel, too! Bethel now has an Amazon
Smile account. By ordering through
Amazon using the link below, .5% of the
purchase price will be donated back to
Bethel. How great is that?! As one Bethel
shopper said, - It’s such a quick, easy way
for Bethel Amazon customers to allocate
funds to their church!” https://
smile.amazon.com/ch/41-6049270

YTD $

Budgeted Benevolences

16,249
377
1,650
5,700
1,250
600
4,500

SE MN Synod
Cannon River Conf.-ELCA
Community Action Center
Lutheran Social Services
Nfld. Retirement Community
CAC Thursday's Table
Global Mission/Justice

$ 30,326

Total Budgeted Benevolences
Non-Budgeted Benevolences
1,663

ELCA World Hunger
Total ELCA
Sunday School- 8th Gr. Mission Trip
Total Sunday School

$

1,663

$

390

390

982
19,489

CAC Food Shelf
March Food Drive

$ 20,471

Total CAC Food Shelf
Easter - South Sudan Lutheran Church
Total Offerings

7,015

Good Samaritan Funds used

2,092
Total Other

Total Non-Budgeted Benevolences

$

7,015

$

2,092

$ 31,630
$ 61,956

Grand Total Benevolences
% of revenue

12.7%

GIVING STATEMENTS VIA
EMAIL
Nichole can send out quarterly and yearly
giving statements via email in an effort to
further reduce our paper use. Yay! Email is
the default delivery method, but she mails
them to individuals who don’t have an email
address on file with us. Members can also
let Nichole know if they would prefer to
receive paper copies (aka “opt out” of email
delivery).

Nichole Porath,
Director of Finance
786-6687
nporath@bethelnorthfield.org
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AUGUST WORSHIP SERVANTS
August 5

August 12

August 19

August 26

Assist. Minister
(8:30 a.m.)

Carol Lysne

Mike Ahrens

Ellen Haefner

Noel Stratmoen

Assist. Minister
(10 a.m.)

Rhonda Reece

Christina Schwietz

One needed

Grace Casson

Reader (8:30 a.m.)

Wayne Kivell

Jim Holden

Bethel Youth

Sandy Reiman

Reader (10 a.m.)

Paula Mathison

Marie Labenski

Bethel Youth

Paula Mathison

Sacramental
Ministers (8:30 a.m.)

Mike & Sandy Ahrens,
Wendell Arneson & Beth
Christensen, Kitty
Runzheimer, one needed

Sandy Ahrens, Rose
Bethel Youth
Turnacliff, Connie DeGrote,
Carol Cole, Wayne Kivell,
one needed

Abbie Meierbachtol, Sandy
Reiman, Marcia Omdahl,
Lois Stratmoen, Candy
Nordine

Sacramental
Ministers (10 a.m.)

Dan & Jan Foley, Dot
Swanson, three needed

Sharon Stoeck, Ben
Chadwick, Cindy Kreis, Dot
Swanson, two needed

Bethel Youth

Roger Van Veldhuizen, Ben
Chadwick, three needed

Ushers (8:30 a.m.)

Dale Turnacliff, Bob
Vanderhoof, Harley Foster,
Daryl Kuyper

Gordon & Marilyn Kelley,
Dave & Char Jacobsen

Bethel Youth

Steve Meierbachtol, Roger
Glasgow, Kyle Nordine,
Larry Narhi

Ushers (10 a.m.)

Steve & Carol O’Neill, two
needed

Gerry & Carol Gengenbach,
two needed

Bethel Youth

Mark Etzell, Three needed

Rachel Gorden Mercer

Jerry & Andra Hamilton,
Arlene Neil

Jerry & Andra Hamilton,
Myrna Luehmann

Alice Dale, Myrna
Luehmann

Nametags (10 a.m.)

Jan Christensen

Vicki Roller, Vic Swanson

Vic & Dot Swanson

Mary Kay Peterson, Nancy
Rechtzigel

Greeters (8:30 a.m.)

Doug & Mary Kay Peterson

Steve & Abbie Meierbachtol

Barb Holm, Heather Kuehl

Barb Holm

Greeters (10 a.m.)

Randall Knox, Jackie
Thompson

Dot Swanson

Vicki Roller, Dot Swanson

Vicki Roller, Doug Peterson

Coffee Servers

Steve & Abbie Meierbachtol, Jerry & Andra Hamilton, Jan
Alice Dale, Mike & Julie
Christensen, Merv & Jackie
Sogla, Arlene Neil, Jean
Thompson
Miller

Nametags (8:30 a.m.) Jan Christensen, Eric &

Jerry & Andra Hamilton,
David & Christina
Gary & Karen Meidt,
Schwietz, Vince & Stacy
Christine Smith, Scott & Jan Sommer,
Stark
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AUGUST WORSHIP SERVANTS
August 5

August 12

August 19

August 26

Altar Care

Dot Swanson

Rosann Brawley

Rose & Dale Turnacliff

Jerry & Andra Hamilton

Communion
Angels

One needed

Sharon Stoeck

Carol Cole

One needed

A/V (8:30 a.m.)

Nicholas Albright

Nicholas Albright

Sebastian Jenkinson

Ryan Mibus

A/V (10 a.m.)

Lucas Hoekstra

Mack Haines

Ryan Mibus

Madeline McDermott

The Bethel Banner is published monthly
as a ministry of Bethel Lutheran Church
of Northfield, Minnesota. The
congregation is invited to submit
articles to the church office. Articles

are due by the 15th of each month.

Questions, suggestions, or comments?
Contact editor Lisa McDermott at
lmcdermott@bethelnorthfield.org, by
phone at 645-0740, or call the church
office at 786-6674.

COUNT ME IN!
June Worship Attendance average per Sunday
2015

2016

2017

2018

356

390

390

453

Average Year-to-date Worship Attendance
2015

2016

2017

2018

459

497

471

467

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE JUNE CHURCH
COUNCIL MEETING…
There was discussion on updating Bethel’s Mission Statement and Vision
Statement. Brian will put together a new document with proposed changes
and present at July council meeting.
Council approved candidates submitted by the Nominating Committee for
the Interim Endowment Committee.
Megan gave the council an update and summary of all 3 Alternative
Worship services. She recommends that an alternative style worship of
some kind continue this fall at least once per month. Council was
supportive of this.
Megan reported there is some equipment in the Audio/Visual room that is
starting to go. Our equipment is all 10-12 years old. Kelly Groenewold has
been spending time reviewing updates and replacement costs. Megan will
bring proposals to the July council.
Maren reported that 4 candidates were
interviewed for the Director of Children’s
Ministry position and that an offer would
be made within a week.

CHURCH COUNCIL
Brian Jermeland, President bjermeland@charter.net
Jill Fisher, Trustee - jillsberyl@gmail.com
Kevin Fink, Financial Officer kpfink@outlook.com
Maren Bahler, Personnel Officer marenbahler@gmail.com
Randy Peterson, Steward randypeterson221@gmail.com
Zach Bahler, At Large for Mission & Justice zachary.j.bahler@gmail.com
Peder Jothen, At Large for Visual Arts Jothen@stolaf.edu
Wade Schulz, At Large for Kitchen
Committee - woodyschulz@gmail.com
Jen Rauk, At Large - jbrauk02@me.com
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BEFRIENDING
During our BeFriender training
sessions we spend a lot of time
reminding ourselves that to be a good
BeFriender we must listen. It is vital
we listen so the person we are
BeFriending knows that we are making
ourselves available for non-judgmental
support and understanding.
When we listen with the fruits of the
spirit: peace, love, joy, patience,
kindness, goodness, gentleness,
faithfulness, and self-control we can
listen to stories of pain and sorrow
with new insight.
We come in peace with no agenda. We
come in love to remind our friend that
God created each of us and in him is
love. We come with joy knowing that
there is hope for tomorrow because of
the life and resurrection of Jesus. We
come with patience waiting quietly as
the words and thoughts are
painstakingly expressed. We come
with kindness even when what we hear
is difficult to understand. We come

By Marci Groenewold
with goodness recognizing our friend is
God’s wonderful creation. We come
with gentleness reminding our friend
that the powerful emotions shared will
not always define that person. We
come with faithfulness letting our
friend know we will come and listen as
we have promised. Finally, we listen
with self-control resisting the urge to
raise our voice or give any indication
that our beloved friend is inadequate.
Colossians 4:6 says “Let your speech
always be with grace, as though
seasoned with salt, so that you will
know how you should respond to each
person.” Let your “salt” be flavored
with the fruits of the spirit as you listen
and grow with your friends and
families. This kind of compassionate
listening can bring about amazing
results.
Blessings from Bethel's Befriender
Coordinators
†

Upcoming:

Bethel Companion training
opportunities: Saturday, August 25, or
Saturday, September 8, 9:45 a.m.-noon,
Classroom 61 A&B.

NOONTIME ORGAN
RECITALS CONTINUE
Northfield Noontime Organ Recitals
run through August 15. All recitals will
be held on Wednesdays from 12:15 to
12:45 p.m.:
August 1- Stephen May at First
United Church of Christ
August 8 - Joanne Rodland at St.
John's Lutheran Church

THE HISTORY OF BETHEL: THE ‘90s
We begin 1992 with the annual meeting
of the past year, that includes a lengthy
discussion on several issues. The
Annual Meeting’ new business section
starts with a discussion about
more emphasis on Bethel’s
mission, presentation of and
updated “Constitution and ByLaws” thanks to the hard and
detailed work of Wayne Kivell
and Carol Lysne. Then
following that discussion, the
congregation debated the budget and
the Council’s recommendation for a
reduction in Bethel’s contribution to
the ELCA. And that discussion was
followed by the Church Council’s
proposal to restructure the Church
Council and all committees.

A core Befriender principle:
“Nonjudgmental Listening.” For more
information, call Marci Groenewold,
(507-649-0760), Knight Stanley (612877-0893), Myrna Luehmann (507-9517112), or the Bethel office (786-6674).

By Noel Stratmoen

The year continued with the
congregation setting more goals,
including long range planning work,
preparing an Adult Studies brochure
with several options, starting a
Families Series, supporting the
Justice Committee as they
provide inspiring Sunday
forums, developing and
implementing a hospitality
plan, organizing Stephen
Ministries, and finding an assistant to
help lead confirmation
And the year continued with even more
social and justice activities including:
Adapt-A-Highway, ELCA’s
Environment Social Statement, a talent
show, ordering a second set of hand
bells, more involvement of parents in

August 15 - Janean Hall and Larry
Archbold at Skinner Chapel, Carleton
College
Some recitals will include a free-will
offering to defray publicity expenses.
For more information, contact Richard
Collman at 507-645-1357 or
email rkcollman@msn.com.

the youth activities, a pictorial
directory, Heart to Heart, a forum to
study the issues of domestic abuse,
Men’s Night Out, a trip to Christikon
for eleven families/41 individuals,
more intergenerational activities,
outreach into the neighborhood, and
adding additional staff. …UFFDA,
1992 was a busy year.
To be continued...
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CALENDAR - AUGUST 2018
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1

2

3

12:15 p.m.
Noontime Organ
Recitals

8:15 a.m. FAB Faith & Books

8:30 a.m. WoW
(Women of the
Word)

7 p.m. Brewin' at
Bethel

5 p.m. Personnel
Committee

4

7 p.m. Faith Not
Fear Forum

5

6

7

8

9

10

8:30 a.m.
Worship

9 a.m. Good Earth
Village Day Camp

9 a.m. Good Earth
Village Day Camp

9 a.m. Face It
Men's Group

8:15 a.m. FAB Faith & Books

9:30 a.m. Coffee
& Fellowship

6 p.m. Face It
Men's Group

1:30 p.m. Bethel
Staff meeting

9 a.m. Good Earth
Village Day Camp

9 a.m. Good Earth
Village Day Camp

8:30 a.m. WoW
(Women of the
Word)

7:30 p.m. Finance
Committee

12:15 p.m.
Noontime Organ
Recitals

7 p.m. Church
Council

10 a.m. Worship

Saturday

11

9 a.m. Good Earth
Village Day Camp

7 p.m. Brewin' at
Bethel
12

14

15

16

8:30 a.m.
Worship

13

1:30 p.m. Bethel
Staff meeting

8:15 a.m. FAB Faith & Books

9:30 a.m. Coffee
& Fellowship

4 p.m. Northfield
Youth Choir
Registration

12:15 p.m.
Noontime Organ
Recitals

10 a.m. Worship
20

21

22

23

8 a.m. Thanks-ABunch Car Wash

6 p.m. Face It
Men's Group

Bethel Women
Having Fun

9 a.m. Face It
Men's Group

8:15 a.m. FAB Faith & Books

1:30 p.m. Bethel
Staff meeting

6:30 p.m. Red
Barn H.S. Senior
meeting

28

29

9:30 a.m. Coffee
& Fellowship

18

24

25

12 p.m. Bethel
Summer Retreat

19

8:30 a.m.
Worship

17

9:45 a.m. Bethel
Companion
Training

10 a.m. Worship
26
8:30 a.m.
Worship
9:30 a.m. Coffee
& Fellowship
10 a.m. Worship

27

30

7 a.m. High
School LINK
Training

7 a.m. High
School LINK
Training

1:30 p.m. Bethel
Staff meeting

8:15 a.m. FAB Faith & Books

31
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Return Service Requested

Bethel Lutheran Church is a body of believers
redeemed by Christ who
Call and welcome all people;
Act to serve our neighbors in need;
Respond with God’s love to one another; and
Encourage spiritual growth.

IT’S THE 16TH ANNUAL
ABSOLUTELY FREE –
NO STRINGS
ATTACHED – THANKS
A BUNCH CARWASH!
Please allow our Bethel youth to say
“thank you” for your prayers and
monetary support of this year’s summer
trips. Bring your car to the west
parking lot during either service on
Sunday, August 19, and we’ll make it
sparkle by the time you leave – at
absolutely no cost! Thank you, Bethel!

