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JOIN US FOR 
WORSHIP 
Worship in the Sanctuary 
will be held at 8:30 a.m. in the 
sanctuary. This service will be 
live streamed on our 
YouTube channel. Check the 
website for the link! 
 

Worship on the Lawn will be 
at 10:30 a.m. along North 
Ave. Bring your lawn chair or 
blanket!  

 

Please join us on Sunday, 
August 22, 2021 to celebrate 
our beloved Director of 
Youth Ministries, Barb 
Farmer, upon her retirement 
after 19 years of leading one 
of our most vibrant 

ministries! We will have a pizza lunch and 
celebration at 11:30 a.m. in the CLC 
immediately following the 10:30 a.m. 
worship service. Barb has meant so much to 
so many here at Bethel and we hope you will 
all be able to join us. 

We are collecting special messages for Barb 
as well as funds for a congregational gift. 

Mail notes to the church Attn: Juley 
Jenkinson. If you would like to contribute 
towards a congregational gift for Barb, you 
may do so on Simply Giving on the line 
marked “Barb Farmer Goodbye Gift” or 
make checks payable to Bethel with "Barb 
Farmer Goodbye Gift" in the notation and 
remit them to the secure mailbox or mail to 
Bethel. Please RSVP in your invitation 
email or by calling the church office at  
507-786-6674. 

We look forward to seeing you on Sunday, 
August 22, 2021 to celebrate Barb! If you 
have any questions, contact Pam Vig at  
612-600-9828.  

CELEBRATING BARB FARMER’S RETIREMENT 

WELCOME OUR NEW STAFF MEMBERS!  
We welcome Kara Millerhagen 
as our new Director of Youth 
Ministry! Kara has spent most 
of her adult life working with 
youth through church  
experiences, dance, theatre, 
and vocal coaching. Recently 

Kara has taught at Pinnacle Performing Arts 
and she is also the developer, director, and  
producer of the musical, "Willing to Rise," 
which debuted at Bethel in March 2020.  
Kara noted she wanted to work at Bethel, 
“Because I believe that church works! My 
faith has been my constant companion 
through all the ups and downs of life... I  
resonate with the boundless energy of youth 
as it so clearly represents God’s boundless, 
loving energy for us through Christ. I feel 
both blessed and excited to be in a position 
where I can shape this energy and create this 
ministry alongside all these amazing young 
people!”  
 

Kara and her husband Jon have two grown 
children, John and Anna. Their family loves 
to spend time at their lake place “up north” 
where they canoe, hike, and love the great 
Minnesota outdoors. Welcome aboard Kara!  

We welcome Jen Leonard as 
our new Director of Finance 
and Administration! Jen grew 
up as the daughter of a retired 
ELCA minister. She received 
her MBA from Pacific  
Lutheran University and 

spent 25 years in private sector healthcare  
operations, management, and finance. She 
wanted to work at Bethel because, “This 
position allows me to combine my unique 
experience growing up in the church and 
my work in the private sector in a new role 
where I can apply my skills in a way that is 
more closely in line with my personal goals 
of service and community contribution.” 
 

Jen relocated to Northfield from Nevada 
after marrying local, Tom Leonard. They 
make their home in the big yellow church 
downtown and share a blended family that 
includes 7 kids, with all but one out of the 
house. She participated in the "Willing to 
Rise" musical in 2020, has been  
worshiping online with Bethel during the 
pandemic, and is excited to get to know the 
congregation now that we are back in  
person!  Welcome to the Bethel staff Jen!  
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Dear Bethel, 
It is mid-July as I write this, so I’m in 
the last weeks of my tenure as Bethel’s 
Director of Youth Ministries.  As I’m 
sure you can imagine, I have a multitude 
of thoughts and feelings swirling in my 
brain and in my heart. 
 

For years, when our seniors and parents 
have met for their last Senior Stepping 
Stones Retreat, I have encouraged both 
seniors and parents to write a “love 
letter” to each other to leave on a night 
stand or under a pillow.  I suggest this 
because we all know that saying 
goodbye is too hard at the moment of 
leaving each other, and as a result, so 
many things will go unsaid.  And even 
though I’m not leaving Bethel, I will be 
leaving this role, one that I’ve cherished.  
So since I can’t tuck a note under your 
pillows, I’m writing this now, my “love 
letter” to our Bethel youth and families. 
 

The Sunday I was introduced as Bethel’s 
new youth director, one of the hymns 
that was sung was, “Here I Am, Lord.”  
I’m not sure if it was planned or just a 

lovely coincidence, but in any case, it 
touched me and reminded me of the 
great importance of my new role.  The 
very last line is this ~ 

 

I will go Lord, if you lead me.   
I will hold your people in my heart. 

 

It’s been a privilege to try to live up to 
that.  What a joy it has been to see 
squirrely young 6th graders, sometimes 
not even able to focus on the evening’s 
happenings, come into Bethel’s youth 
ministry and then to watch them 
through the years as they grow and 
mature into the fine young people who 
are ready to launch out on their own!   
 

As I started in this role, I expected to do 
my best to hold those kids and their 
families in my heart.  What I didn’t 
know at the time, however, is that I 
would be held so very gently in yours.  
What a precious, privileged, and beloved 
place it has been.  I am grateful beyond 
words. 
 

Every year, as our seniors graduate, like 
an anxious parent, I wrack my brain and 

A FAREWELL BETHEL “LOVE LETTER”           by Barb Farmer 
wonder, have we done enough?  Have 
we given you the tools you will need 
for a lifelong foundation of faith?  
Have we told you all the stories, 
pointed out all the daily miracles, sung 
you the songs, inspired you with the 
Word and the people who love it. . . 
and on and on and on it goes.  So of 
course, I’ve been having those same 
thoughts now.  And then I’m reminded 
– no matter how many important 
things there are to pass along to our 
kids and to leave you with now, they 
really boil down to 3 things: 

• You shall love the LORD your God 
with all your heart, with all your 
soul, and with all your mind. 

• You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself. 

• You are God’s precious and 
beloved child, made in God’s 
image.  Remember who and whose 
you are. 
 

Continued on page 5 ... 

FROM OUR SENIOR PASTOR            by Inger Hanson 

Dear Bethel, 

I thank God for you – for your work of 
faith, your labor of love, and your  
steadfast hope.  These words from 
Paul’s greeting to the Thessalonians 
have been continually welling up in me 
these first few days in Northfield.  What 
a congregation you are!  It is such a joy 
to see and hear the passion of the staff 
as they go about their work, and to 
begin to see the congregation in action 
in its various ministries.  I am so  
grateful to be a recipient of some of 
your labors of love – from housing help 
and baked goods to technology logistics 
and time spent helping me understand 
Bethel’s people and rhythms.  And  
finally, your steadfast hope frees and 
fires my own.  As much as we have to 
learn – about each other, about a world 
changed by over a year of pandemic – 
as much as is unknown, hope in Christ 

grounds us and gives us courage.  But it 
isn’t a steely, resolute sort of  
courage.  This hopeful courage I have 
been sensing in and around me bubbles: 
creative, trusting, eager to collaborate 
and to serve.  

At my installation service, we sang new 
lyrics (by Delores Dufner, OSB) to a 
familiar tune (Nettleton – often  
recognized as “Come, Thou Fount of 
Every Blessing”.)  For me, the third 
verse is both a prayer of thanksgiving 
for this beginning and what I have  

already experienced with you, and a 
prayer for us as pastor and  
congregation as that beginning  
continues to unfold.   
 

Trust the goodness of creation;  
trust the Spirit strong within.  
Dare to dream the vision promised,  
sprung from seed of what has been. 

Refrain:  

Let us bring the gifts that differ  
and, in splendid, varied ways,  
sing a new Church into being,  
one in faith and love and praise. 

I am so excited to be here, to work and 
dream alongside you, and see where the 
Holy Spirit leads us.    

In Christ, 

Pastor Inger 
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FaB (Faith and Books) - FaB is 
back in person, meeting in the Bethel 
Youth Room from 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. 
each Thursday morning. We learned 
that discussions in groups of 5 or 6 
worked well during the pandemic 
Zoom meetings, so we are continuing 
holding FaB in a small group 
format. Our current discussions of 
the book, Holy Envy: Finding God in 
the Faith of Others by Barbara Brown 
Taylor will continue throughout 
August. Please email 
lanareich@yahoo.com if you would like 
to be added to the FaB email list. We 
welcome you! 
 

Mission Quilters will be meeting once 
in August from 9-11:30 a.m. This 
month will be Tuesday, August 10. For 
more details, call Dottie Hammer at  
507-301-3632 or 218-639-5296. 
 

Bethel Vision Seekers, our men’s 
fellowship group, will meet in-person 
and outdoors at Imminent Brewing on 
Thursday August 12, 2021 at 7 p.m. If 
you wish to be added to the email list, 
please contact Kelly Groenewold at  

NEWS FROM AROUND BETHEL 
kelly.groenewold@gmail.com. 

The ladies of Women of the Word 
(WoW) are continuing our study of the 
book of Daniel.  We meet every Friday 
morning at 9 a.m. in the Bethel Center 
Pod room and also provide Zoom for 
those who cannot attend in person. 

Please contact Myrna Luehmann at 
(507) 951-7112 or 
myrnalueh@gmail.com if you want the 
Zoom link or need a study guide. 
Anyone is welcome to join us at any 
time. You do not need to have started 
the study to join in later. 

Parents of Bethel Grads - Once your 
child gets settled at school, in the 
service, or in a job away from home, 
please pass along his/her address and 
email address for our Bethel records.  
They may be left with Barb Farmer, 
Kara Millerhagen, or in the church 
office. 

Save the Date - Rite of 
Confirmation - All 9ers, families, and 
friends, please mark your calendars for 
Sunday, October 10, 2021. That’s the 
date for our 2021-22 10th graders to 
affirm their faith; time and place to be 
determined. We hope you will be able 

to join us and celebrate the Rite of 
Confirmation with our youth. 

Scrip - With this year’s youth trips 
“in the books,” your Scrip purchases 

are already earning toward your 2022 
summer trip! Whether it is for Camp 
Wapo, the 8th grade mission trip, 
Christikon, or the high school trip, 
Scrip purchases work for you! Scrip 
cards are available to purchase: gas, 
groceries, school supplies, fall sports 
equipment, hardware needs, birthday 
and anniversary gifts, and of course - 
pizza and Dairy Queen! Stop by the 
Scrip table August 8 or 22 following 
first service. As always, Scrip card 
purchases can also be arranged by 
calling Lori at 612-226-7022 or Krista 
at 612-840-3626. 

 

A story about Forgiveness:  

Caller ID indicated who was calling. For 
several years this call would consist of a 
punishing outpouring of words filled 
with unfathomable hurt and pain. The 
deep injustice was the result of a betrayal 
made by a close relative. What happened 
was not right, nor was it okay. However, 
the pain experienced by the caller was 
often thrown back onto friends and 
family, even though they hadn’t 
personally caused the betrayal.  

At the time of the offense, the extra 
pressures and stressors occurring in the 
caller’s life were extraordinary. The 
wounds she doled out to those around 
her were the result of the pain she 
herself was feeling. Hurting others is 
common for people who are 
emotionally hurting themselves. 

Although understanding this in no way 
condoned the behavior of the caller, it 
did help provide compassion for her 
area of pain; in this case unhealthy 
anger.   

Answering the call would be risky, but it 
was answered anyway. The words heard 
this time were surprising. “I know I 
haven’t been the best person,” said the 
caller, “but I’m calling to say I’m sorry. 
I’m mostly scared of what the future 
holds in the event we restore our 
relationship. I love my spouse and that’s 
why I’m calling.” Immediately in an act 
of mercy offered with kindness, respect, 
generosity, and love, she heard the 
words, “I forgive you and I love you. 
Let’s keep talking.”   

Forgiveness is about goodness, and 
extending mercy to those who’ve 

harmed us, even if they don’t “deserve” 
it. It’s not about finding excuses for the 
offending person’s behavior or 
pretending it didn’t happen.  

Forgiveness did not magically restore 
the relationship. Forgiveness changed 
the relationship. Because, after all, life 
without change is not really living at all.  

Blessings from Bethel’s 
BeFriender Coordinators 
 

A fundamental BeFriender principle: 
“Active Listening.” For more 
information regarding the BeFriender 
Ministry at Bethel, please contact: 
 

Marci Groenewold 507-649-0760, Knight 
Stanley 612-877-0893, Myrna Luehmann 
507-951-7112, Vicki Roller 507-645-8999,  
Karen Mader, 507-301-4368 or the Bethel 
Office 507-786-6674. 

BEFRIENDERS by Marci Groenewold 

mailto:myrnalueh@gmail.com


 

 

WHAT’S NEW IN CHILDREN’S MINISTRY? 

Children ~ Youth ~ Disciples ~ Children ~ Youth ~ Disciples 

Upcoming Dates: 
August 4, 11, 18: Family Vacation Bible School 
September 19: Rally Day; Sunday School begins 
September 22: Limitless! Begins 
 

Family Vacation Bible School: Together Under the 
Stars 

We are excited to announce a joint 
VBS with our partner churches: St. 
John’s, Emmaus, and St. Peter’s. 
August 4, 11, and 18th we will 
have an outdoor Family VBS 
experience at Bethel. This will 
involve a dinner picnic 
opportunity, worship experience, 

story time, and activity stations for families. All children 
must remain under supervision as there is no childcare 
provided. Timeframe will be 5:30 p.m. optional picnic 
dinner, followed by programming from 6-7 p.m. Suggested 

donation for all three sessions is $20, collected at the first 
event. Register ASAP on the Children’s Ministry page on the 
website, bethelnorthfield.org.  

 

Registration for Children’s Ministry 2021-22 is underway! 
Please check the Children’s Ministry page of the Bethel 
website for online registration and the PDF info packet. We 
are actively planning for in-person ministry this fall…
WOOHOO!!! 

Brenda and Mermie on vacay….We have loved talking, 
singing, and playing with you this year. It’s time to refresh, so 
Brenda and Mermie will be away until August 9th (VBS 
related activities excepted).  Mermie says to play hard and live 
fully! Love to you 
all. 

 

Brenda Atzinger              
Director of Children’s Ministries 

786-8878 
batzinger@bethelnorthfield.org 

Page 4 THE BETHEL BANNER 

Juley and Sammy have missed you! Did you know that the 
nursery is open during our in-person and outdoor  
worship? The nursery staff is fully vaccinated and will take 
extra precautions to keep our children safe. The nursery will 
be located outside during 10:30 a.m. outdoor worship. We 
can’t wait to create art, play, and learn about Jesus with your 
kids soon!  

August Sunday FUN-Day Themes: 

August 1st: Diggin' In The Dirt 
Today is the day to get a little dirt on your hands! We will 
talk about why we think God created dirt and how dirt 
turns seeds into beautiful flowers! Our snack for the day 
will also include a little “dirt.” We dare you to try it! 

August 8th: Treasure Hunt 
We're Going on a Treasure Hunt, We're Going to Find a 
Big One....Treasure, that is! I wonder where the map will 
lead us?!? And what might we find at the end?!? You will 
have to come and help us to find out! 

August 15th: Build and Create 
What will your imagination lead you to create? Come and 
check out some unique and exciting materials and supplies to 
build and create some cool things! We will put our  
masterpieces on display at the end of the morning. 

August 22nd: Sharing Day 
Of course, we know that it is important to share, but  
today we will put that to the test! Bring one of your  
favorite toys from home and have fun sharing with and  
showing the rest of your nursery friends what makes your toy 
so fun and special! 

August 29th: End of Summer Blast 
We will take in all things summer and have one last  
hurrah before welcoming in September.  Think  
popsicles, sand, water, bubbles, sun, and FUN! 

Juley Jenkinson  
Nursery Director 

786-8973  
 jjenkinson@bethelnorthfield.org  

NURSERY NEWS 

The Creation Care team is setting new goals for the year and 
we want ALL voices. Parents, please ask your kids, 
tweens, and teens what they think Bethel should be doing 
to help God’s creation. Email Cynthia Carau at  
ccarau@gmail.com with their thoughts. 

CREATION CARE IS FOR KIDS, TOO! 

mailto:ccarau@gmail.com


 

 

Summer Trip Info: Trip Picture 
Parties ~ The Christikon Picture 
Party is scheduled from 7:00 – 8:30 
p.m. on Tuesday, August 10, in the 
Bethel Youth Center. Please bring 
duplicates of your pictures so we can 
prepare a display of your week! Pizza & 
beverages will be provided. 

The Flathead Picture Party is 
scheduled for Wednesday, August 11, 
from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. in the Bethel 
Youth Center. Please remember 
duplicates of your pictures so we can 
work on trip posters. Pizza & beverages 
will be provided. 

Celebration Sunday ~ All summer 
trippers (8th Grade Mission Trip, 
Christikon, Flathead), please put 
Sunday, August 15, on your calendars.  
We’ll be participating in the Summer 
Celebration services (8:30 & 10:30 a.m.). 
We’ll also show our appreciation to all 
the Bethel members who prayed for us 
and helped us raise money for our trips 
by holding the 18th annual Absolutely 
Free – No Strings Attached – Thanks-a-
Bunch Carwash.  Further details will be 
sent by email or regular mail. Please 
plan to be a part of this big thank you to 
our Bethel friends! 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN YOUTH MINISTRY? 
Summer SonShine Day III ~ Our 
last Summer SonShine Day of this 
summer is coming up – and it’s a 
Romans & Christians night – Whoo-
hoo! Put Thursday, August 19, on 
your calendars and watch for more 
details in your inbox at the beginning 
of this month and in the weekly 
Family Scoop.  

Hey Bethel HS Seniors & Parents, 
we’re kicking off your senior year off 
with a little fun!  You’re invited to the 
Red Barn on Wednesday, August 
25, 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. Put the date on 
your calendars and join us for a 
preview of Bethel senior happenings 
for the coming year. Please watch 
your email for details and an 
invitation. Senior year is such a special 
time and we want to share how we 
plan to celebrate you!   

Bethelstock ~ It was such a success 
last year that we’re planning to do it 
again to kick off the new school year 
on Rally Day!  As you may remember, 
it’s a BIG multi-talented benefit 
concert to celebrate our very talented 
Bethel musicians – you won’t want to 
miss it!  If you were a part of the 
entertainment last year, be prepared, 
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Children ~ Youth ~ Disciples ~ Children ~ Youth ~ Disciples 

we’ll be contacting you.  And if you 
weren’t able to join in the fun last year 
but want to share your talent this year, 
please contact Barb Farmer or Juley 
Jenkinson.  Watch your emails and the 
September Banner for more details.  
Plan to join us on Rally Day and see 
what the hubbub is all about! 

Looking ahead – Confirmation 
Details ~ All 2021-22 10th graders are 
asked to reserve Sunday, October 3, 
for your Confirmation retreat.  During 
the day, we will have time for faith talk, 
fun, and planning your confirmation 
service. Parents are asked to join us late 
that afternoon and evening for the 
confirmation rehearsal and dinner.   

All 2021-22 10th graders, families, and 
friends – Please mark your calendars 
for Sunday, October 10. That’s the 
date for our fall 10th graders to be 
confirmed at 1:30 p.m.  Please plan to 
join us and celebrate the Rite of 
Confirmation with our youth. 

A letter with more details about both 
of these events will be sent to all 
Confirmands and parents in August. 

Barb Farmer  
Director of Youth Ministries 

786-8877 
bfarmer@bethelnorthfield.org 

FAREWELL LETTER                      ...continued from page 2 
The last thing I want to leave you with 
is this. Bethel, we had a strong history 
of loving our children and youth long 
before I was in this role. You have been 
the keepers, the supporters, and the 
advocates of our kids and their families 
for as long as I can remember. As 
Pastor Tim used to say, it’s in our 
DNA. I am grateful and humbled that 
you’ve given me the chance to act as 
the shepherd of this ministry. I have 
been blessed to work with bright and 
caring colleagues, and our current staff 
is no exception. They have brought us 
through a very challenging year and will 

ahead of us. 
 

And so, Bethel, as we go on our way, 
may Christ go with us.   
May he go before us to show us the 
way, 
Behind us to encourage us,  
Beside us to befriend us, 
Above us to watch over us, 
And within us to give us peace. 
 

Amen 

continue to bring their exceptional 
gifts to our community. And we are 
welcoming new staff members who 
are committed to carrying on Bethel’s 
heritage while giving it new energy and 
life. With all these many blessings, we 
can look forward in hope and 
anticipation to the new adventures 
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The Bethel Banner is published monthly as a ministry of 
Bethel Lutheran Church of Northfield, Minnesota. Articles 
are due by the 15th of each month. Questions, 
suggestions, or comments?  Contact editor Chelsey Headrick 
at cheadrick@bethelnorthfield.org, or call the church office 
at 786-6674. 

The families are ready, the lot is prepared, and now it is your turn. The time has come to start signing up to build with Habi-
tat at their 2021 Northfield Faith Build!  

There are 3 separate sign ups:  
Construction, Meal Provider, and Site Host. You can sign up for all 3 volunteer positions, as well as see the build progress in 
photos on their website, habitatricecounty.org.  
 

Stay tuned for more information on their ECLA Faith Build Weekend, Sept. 18 & 19 and a special “Bethel Builds” Saturday 
on Oct. 2.   

 

  If you have any questions about volunteering or helping our Faith Build,  
 contact the community engagement coordinator, Jodi Beach at  
 jodihabitat@gmail.com.  

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY NEWS 

The Creation Care Team Needs You!  
Since its formation in 2007, the Creation Care team has strived to embody 
Bethel’s love of God’s world. The work of this team can be seen in ways big 
and small, from solar panels and compost bins, to Bethel U courses and  
Adopt-a-Highway clean-ups. 

Yet the work is not done. Indeed, as we see in the news and in our  
backyards, the work of Creation Care has never been more important - and you 
can be a part of it! Opportunities over the coming year include: 

• Visioning retreat in the Fall. You can help set the course for the  
Creation Care team! 

• Earth Day worship service in April. We’ll select reading, songs, and prayers 
to celebrate God’s beautiful creation. 

• Stepping Stones program in the Spring. Share your knowledge and love of 
nature with our 4th, 5th, and 6th graders. 

Join us as a member, or just help with one activity. Together we can make a 
difference! Email Cynthia Carau at ccarau@gmail.com or Mary Loven at 
mary.e.loven@gmail.com to learn more. 

Recycling Center Update -  
Please be aware that we no 
longer accept stamps or  
greeting cards for recycling, due 
to cost restraints. Thank you 
for your understanding. 

CREATION CARE CORNER                                                                by Cynthia Carau 
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A PRAYER FROM THE 
STEWARDSHIP 
COMMITTEE 

Loving God, I come to you in 
thanksgiving, knowing that all I am 
and all that I have is gift from you. In 
faith and love, help me to do your will. 
I am listening, Lord God. Speak your 
words into the depth of my soul, that I 
may hear you clearly. I offer to you 
this day all the facets of my life, 
whether it be at home, at work, or at 
school – to be patient, to be merciful, 
to be generous, to be holy. Give me 
the wisdom and insight to understand 
your will for me and the fervor to carry 
out my good intentions. I offer my 
gifts of time, talent and possessions to 
you as a true act of faith, to reflect my 
love for you and my neighbor. Help 
me to reach out to others as you my 
God have reached out to me. Amen  

Bethel has been known for generations as a church that cares about their kids.  
Whenever Bethel Youth, past or present, are asked for some of their favorite 
memories of their time at Bethel, a large number immediately speak of their 
experiences on summer trips. From peaking mountains to serving those in need, 
these trips provide our youth with new ways of looking at the world, their faith, 
and themselves. You, the members of Bethel, contribute to these trips 
financially by supporting youth fundraisers, donating to our trip scholarship 
fund, and by contributing to our general budget. One vital area of our budget is 
the personnel category and the salary for a Director of Youth Ministries. We and 
our Bethel youth have been blessed by the leadership of Barb Farmer in this role 
for the last 19 years. As she moves on to the next phase of her life and as her 
successor, Kara Millerhagen, prepares to continue Bethel’s commitment to 
youth, we are deeply appreciative of all you have done and will continue to do to 
support our Bethel youth. Thank you, Barb, for your amazing legacy of love and 
Thank you, Bethel, for all you give! 

 

The Stewardship Committee,  
Kevin Christopherson, Gordy Olson, Don Pavek,  

Noel Stratmoen, Pam Vig 

THANKS FOR ALL YOU GIVE! 

Have you wondered how COVID is 
affecting the people who live in less 
privileged countries than we do here in 
America?  I receive a magazine from 
ELCA World Hunger and Lutheran 
Disaster Response and was  
encouraging to read the following story 
and see how these organizations are 
helping our neighbors all over the 
world: 
 

The COVID-19 pandemic has  
disrupted the livelihoods to people 
around the world.  As businesses 
paused their work and travel halted, 
many people – especially those working 
in low-wage jobs – lost their  
employment immediately.  
 

In the Balangir district of India, one of 
those people was a 29-year-old mother 
of two.  She belongs to the Dalit  
community, a group of people who are 
deemed “outcasts” in the traditional 
caste system, and who often face social 
and economic barriers. After a lack of 
opportunity in their own village, she 

and her husband moved their family 
650 miles to another area where the 
husband could work in a brick kiln as a 
bonded laborer. This succeeded for 5 
years, but soon after COVID-19 hit, 
they lost their jobs and eventually  
returned to their own village with  
empty pockets. 
 

The wife looked for work but it was 
difficult. She applied for government 
assistance, but it wasn’t enough to  
support her family. In the fall she  
connected with Lutheran World  
Service India Trust, a partner of ELCA 
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World Hunger, that was listening to 
migrant communities and finding out 
what they needed. She received  
training and material assistance to start 
her own small grocery shop in her  
village, the first shop of its kind there.  
She can now generate income to feed 
her family and provide other members 
of her community with goods that 
were previously unavailable. She said 
she gives thanks to God for the  
Lutheran organization that helped her 
for her survival and protected her  
family at the time of the coronavirus 
crisis.   
 

Since her livelihood has improved, she 
has decided to stay in the village with 
her family and not migrate for work 
again. Thanks to your gifts to ELCA 
World Hunger, programs like this one 
are responding to issues that uproot 
people from their homes and force 
them to migrate. 
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THANK YOU  
NICHOLE PORATH! 

PASTOR INGER’S INSTALLATION 
 

Thank you to everyone who was able to join us to 
celebrate Pastor Inger’s first Sunday and Installation 
as our new Senior Pastor at Bethel Lutheran 
Church! It was beautiful and meaningful for  
everyone involved, both to welcome Pastor Inger to 
her new congregation, and also to have the  
sanctuary filled with our Bethel friends, worshiping 

together and singing praises to our Lord.  
 

A special thanks to the Congregational Life Committee for organizing the  
delightful welcome reception and to Megan Engle for 
planning not only this service with Pastor Inger, but also 
going above and beyond to provide us with impactful 
worship experiences in the interim period between  
Senior Pastors with such grace. We are truly a blessed 
congregation and the next chapter we write will  
certainly be filled with the Spirit as we walk together as 
disciples of Christ.  

After 5.5 years serving 
Bethel in our  
Finance and  
Administration  
departments, Nichole 
has left Bethel for a 
part-time opportunity that will allow her 
to have a more favorable balance of work 
and family life (and of course running!). 
Thank you Nichole for sharing your gifts 
of finance and leadership and for your 
joyful positivity that you always bring with 
you wherever you go. We are grateful for 
you and wish you the best in your new 
role! 


