Blaze

AUGUST 2022

Sharing Christ’s love with a big heart

JOIN US FOR
WORSHIP
In Person
Sunday Mornings:
8:30 am in the sanctuary and
10:30 am on the lawn
(weather permitting)
Online
The 8:30 service is
livestreamed
on our YouTube channel.
Check the website
for the link!
You can also view the service
at your convenience.
Past services are also available
on Northfield’s public
television station channels
180 & 187
No cable is required.
There are four opportunities
to watch:

Monday 2:00 pm
Tuesday 1:30 pm
Wednesday 7:00 pm
Saturday 7:00 am

HOMES FOR GOD’S CHILDREN

by Dave Detert

A question central to Christian faith is what do I
owe or how can I help others? In 2022 the dimensions
of even the basic needs of humanity (food, water, clothing, shelter, safety, etc.) seem overwhelming. A group
of church members have formed the Beyond the Budget
Committee to challenge Bethel to address one of those
needs in Northfield, affordable housing, in a project
called Homes for God’s Children.
The mission of this effort will be to contribute both
money and volunteer hours in partnership with valued
organizations to increase the supply of housing. Unlike other campaigns, Homes for
God’s Children is envisioned to last a minimum of five years with each year focusing on
a different aspect of housing in Northfield.
The impetus for this idea and the area of emphasis in the first year of the program
is the low income Hillcrest project organized by the CAC now under construction. With
permission of the church council, the Beyond the Budget Committee will, in the coming
years, be providing you with information on housing in Northfield, reporting back to
you on the progress of the projects the church is supporting and provide a graphic
display of both the progress towards the fundraising goal as well as the volunteer service
in support of housing in Northfield.
There is no question that these are difficult times for all. For those in our
community who struggle to afford housing, the challenges are many magnitudes more
severe. Jesus defined the role of Christians concerning issues like this in his message to
his disciples in Mathew 25, verse 40 “Whatever you did for one of the least of these
brothers, you did for me” We are asking you to join with us in “doing for others” with
respect to housing in Northfield.

PROTECTING EXISTING HOMES

by Jessi Labenski

Protecting existing affordable housing is another important effort. New owners of the
Viking Terrace trailer park (only 1.5 miles from Bethel) implemented unreasonable rules
and regulations. 16 Bethel folk were at a community meeting to learn how we might help,
and our Anti-Racism Learning & Advocacy (ARLA) group, Mission & Justice committee,
and the Homes for God’s Children committee distilled the information for the “Among
the Ministries” table. Mar Valdecantos and Gina Washburn, organizers working with the
residents, joined us for worship and were available to answer questions. The appeal to
MN’s Attorney General was successful! The owners have suspended the new contract they
were requiring, fired the onsite manager, and are rethinking the new rules. The newly
formed Viking Residents Association will help protect these 185 homes further.
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FIRESIDE REFLECTIONS

by Pastor Inger

Dear Bethel,

Pastor Inger Hanson
(she/her)
pastor.inger@
bethelnorthfield.org
(preferred for non-urgent
communication)

Kyrie eleison. Lord, have mercy. We often sing or say those words with solemnity, or with the pain
and the fear of our experiences. We might use them when all we have run out of other words.
This season, however, our worship invites us to hear and sing them with a different tones,
with other emotions: with joy, with the delight and confidence we have in God’s presence
with us. The music has movement – especially appropriate as we enter a “season of Creation”
this month and bike, carpool, or walk to worship services as we are able.

office
507-786-8875
cell
307-248-0438

As I celebrate a year as your pastor – a year where time flew but other times stretched; where
much has grown familiar and comfortable, and other things continue to change and unfold –
this prayer puts wind in my sails. Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way. Trusting in God’s
mercy, we lean into our hopes for peace, the health of the church, and the unity of all.
We strive to live out truth and justice and grace. As I look to the year ahead, I am delighting
in the strong sense of “already,” as seen in these creation care efforts and as our Homes for
God’s Children program begins in earnest.

office hours
by appointment Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, and Thursdays

In our personal lives and as a congregation, let us sing and move with good courage, knowing
that God’s hand is guiding us and God’s love is supporting us, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

days off
Mondays & Saturday

Your partner in ministry,

BEFRIENDERS: AN EXTENSION OF OUR PASTORAL CARE MINISTRY

by Marci Groenewold

Befrienders work closely with our pastoral leadership to embody Christ’s love and bring a listening ear and prayer to those who are navigating life’s
challenges—whether a diagnosis, divorce, or death. Do you need this ministry? Please reach out! You deserve the support of the body of Christ.
Do you have a heart for this ministry? Join us! Training is provided and we meet regularly to pray together and practice our skills. Finally, we can
all show Christ’s love in our day to day lives—read on for ways you can be a better friend, parent, child, spouse, or co-worker.

There is a casino card game called “In-Between”. To play it, the dealer places two cards faceup with a space between them.
The player bets a minimum of one chip that the next card turned up and placed between the two faceup cards will rank
between them. As you can imagine, some bets are more difficult to make than others. Yet even a “safe bet” has some
element of unpredictability.
One of the most common in-betweens we encounter every day is the threshold. As we enter a building or another room,
we cross a threshold-the flat place we step over to get to the next room. If the threshold is uneven, missing, or opens into an
area that is not well-lit, it may cause one to trip or even fall injuring themselves. Sometimes we need a little help to cross a
threshold.
As we encounter transitional life experiences, we are often “in-between”: adjusting to life in a new location, learning to care
for a newborn for the first time, accommodating age-related limitations, or making a career change. Navigating these
in-between times may be easier if we allow someone to support us by listening and offering
caring responses.
Think about the threshold. It’s good to have a friend when you are in-between.
For more information regarding the BeFriender Ministry at Bethel, please contact Marci Groenewold (507-6493160), Knight Stanley (612-877-0893), Myrna Luehmann (507-951-7112), Karen Mader (507-301-4368)
or the Bethel Office (507-786-6674).
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EVERY WEEK
SUNDAY

8:30 am

Worship

9:30 am

Coffee Fellowship

10:30 am

Outdoor Worship

TUESDAY

3:00 pm

Staff Meeting (Summer Schedule)

THURSDAY

9:30 am

FaB (Faith and Books) John Pavolitz's new book, If God is Love, Don't Be a Jerk, will be the book for our
weekly discussion during August. If God is Love calls us to create a more just and equitable world, one that
affirms the beauty in all humanity. FaB meets in the Bethel Youth Room, from 9:30-10:30 each Thursday.
Please join us by contacting lanareich@yahoo.com.

CHURCH SUMMER OFFICE HOURS 8 AM - 3 PM

THIS MONTH
AUG 3

12:00 pm

Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services (CLC) Join representatives from the SEMN Synod for a fajita
lunch hosted by the Mission & Justice Committee and lectures about current immigration policies.

AUG 4

7:00 pm

Bethel Breast Friends Sometimes you just need to talk to someone who “gets it.” If you have ever been
diagnosed with breast cancer (or a genetic mutation, such as BRCA), please join this group for an evening of
conversation and friendship with fellow Bethel breast cancer survivors, thrivers, and previvors.
*Note: the group is led by survivors, not medical or social work professionals.

AUG 9

6:00 pm

Face It (Youth Room) This peer support group for men who are dealing with anxiety and depression meets
every other Thursday from 6 - 8 pm. If you have questions or are interested in attending, please contact Dan
Foley at (763) 218-9743.

AUG 11

4:00 pm

Mission and Justice Committee

7:00 pm

Finance Committee

AUG 14

11:30 am

Lydia Circle These women bring their own lunches and get together for fellowship and study (if you have
the most recent issue of WELCA’s Gather magazine, bring that too! They usually follow the featured lesson.)

AUG 16

6:30 pm

Church Council

AUG 17

7:00 pm

Summer Sonshine The youth of the ELCA congregations of Northfield (Bethel, St. John’s and St. Peter’s)
gather together for the “Romans and Christians” game at St. John’s Lutheran Church.

AUG 21

1:00 pm

Service at the Benedictine Living Community

AUG 31

6:00 pm

Senior Red Barn Event A special fellowship time for the class of 2023!

A LOOK AHEAD
SEPT 13

9:00 am

Quilting resumes! Join us in the Christian Learning Center (CLC) making quilts for Lutheran World Relief.

SEPT 14

evening

Music Rehearsals resume and Confirmation begins!

SEPT 18

Rally Sunday
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KINDLE A FLAME...

SPARK AN INTEREST...

Nursery News

Children’s Programming

Our nursery is open Sundays 8:30—11:45 am year-round!
Visit the world of wonder the amazing Juley Jenkinson
creates for our little ones. They are also more than
welcome in the sanctuary!

Formal children’s programming pauses in the summer
as we focus on camps, fellowship, and our
intergenerational connections.

During the academic year,
we often have special themes and art
projects.
Juley Jenkinson (she/her)
Nursery Director
507-786-8973
jjenkinson@bethelnorthfield.org

Look for Sunday School, Limitless midweek afterschool programming, and some great retreats and field
trips when Brenda is back in the fall!

Brenda Atzinger (she/her)
Director of Children’s Ministries
507-786-8878
batzinger@bethelnorthfield.org

CATCH FIRE!
Youth Ministry Update

Last year, Kara Millerhagen joined Bethel’s team as our Director of Youth Ministries. It’s been a whirlwind year as in-person
programming restarted, and Kara poured herself into being present for our young people, especially on Sunday mornings
and Wednesday nights. She coordinated confirmation, ran 6th grade connections and “hangtime,” led retreats, and arranged
summer trips. Both Kara and Bethel thought this would be a multi-year calling, but she has decided not to continue on.
Know she did not make this decision lightly. As a congregation, we receive her resignation with sorrow, yes, but also with
gratitude for her faithful discernment and insights. Her last official hurrah will be the service trip to
Nashville, joined by some of the youth and volunteers she has worked so closely with this past year.
We remain committed to faith formation – please know that confirmation is on this fall!
We are also comforted that while this is a shift, this is not a goodbye - Kara will still dazzle and shine
as a Bethel member.

BURN BRIGHTLY...
Season of Creation: August at Bethel
Our Creation Care and Congregational Life committees have teamed up with the Worship staff to help Bethel observe a
“season of creation” this August. We will be using an alternative lectionary that highlights the natural world.
August 7—Oceans &Waters

August 14– Fauna August 21– Storm August 28—Cosmos

This month, you are encouraged to bike, carpool, or walk to worship. The Congregational Life committee is going to reward
our participation with a raffle each week! Our Creation Care team will be suggesting further action steps for better environmental stewardship.
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FAITH FORMATION FOR ALL AGES

Redoubling Reuse Efforts
The Creation Care Team is adding a new bin to
the "reuse" station.
Star Tribune paper copy readers, please donate
your plastic sleeve bags to be reused by placing
them in the labeled bin at the donation station
next to the Christian Learning Center (CLC).
Please, no shopper sleeve bags (too thin) and no full-size grocery bags.
Dog owners may pick up the Star Tribune sleeve bags for cleaning up after their dogs.
Save money and the planet! Hobey is excited about this new development at the
reuse station!

AN INTRODUCTION TO OUR ORGAN RENEWAL PROJECT

by Megan Engel

You may have noticed that the organ is looking a bit different in recent weeks! Work has begun on the first phase of our
three-phase plan to extend the life of and enhance the sound of our beloved instrument. Phase I and II are especially critical for maintaining the instrument, and should allow the organ to continue to support Bethel’s worship for another forty to fifty years. Council approved the initial investment to begin the project; Phase II and III will be up to the
congregation to support. Here’s what to expect:
PHASE I—Summer 2022 (underway
with Council approval!)

PHASE II— Target Summer 2023
PHASE III—Target 2024 or beyond
(make donations to Organ Renewal Pro- Add a 8’ Trumpet rank
ject to support)
- Make room in the closet adjacent the
- Add a 16’ Posaune rank
organ and completes necessary electrical - Replace the current switching system
work for the critical new switching sys- (no longer manufactured) with the Mark - Relocate 8’ Gemshorn rank; to be
tem (Phase II).
Matters system (a less expensive but still paired with a vintage 8’ Celeste rank if
available. Per John Ferguson, this will
reliable option).
- Move the existing blower and motor
improve choir accompaniment as it proto this space as well (reducing the white - The console would be shipped directly
duces a softer, quieter sound that the
noise when the organ is idle during wor- to the R.W. Draeger shop in Owatonna
instrument is currently not capable of.
ship) .
for some of the work.
- Construct two new windchests to
- Move instrument away from the west - Per the one and only John Ferguson,
house the additional ranks and to install
wall to allow our tall wooden pipes to
we also hope to add an 8’ Principal rank
and voice the new stops.
resonate better and to create room for
in this phase. This rank is now standard
future enhancements to the instrument on pipe organs used to lead congregaApproximately 3-4 weeks,
(Phase III).
tional song and will significantly en$35,000-$50,000
hance the instrument’s ability to support
- As the existing pipes and chests are
song in worship! We were able to secure
removed for this work, they are being
used pipes that match our instrument
carefully cleaned (and, where needed,
for a greatly reduced cost (thanks,
repaired).
Carleton College!).

Organ Renewal
Project

Approximately 4 weeks,
to be completed by mid-August 2022
$24,650

Approximately 8-10 weeks,
$28,500
$34,500 with 8’ Principal rank installation
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BETHEL BRIGHT LIGHTS
August Review

Hannah, Nathan, and Scott enjoyed some s’mores at
the first campfire worship this month. It has been
wonderful to be outdoors and in fellowship together
on Wednesday nights.

The 9th grade Christikon group peaked Baboon mountain
on their trip this July. What an incredible mountaintop
experience!

Bethel Staff and parishioners soaked in wisdom at the Conference of
Worship, Theology, and the Arts at St. Olaf this past week. Some of
those involved were Matt Marohl, Peder Jothen, Chuck Gray, and Jill
Mahr. Attendees were Kitty and Lee Runzheimer, Jane Runzheimer, Mark
Labenski, Rhonda Reece, Karl and Cathy Ames, Lois and Clark Cary and
Pastor Inger, Pastor Phil, Megan, and Jessi!

We celebrated the baptism of Ezra Drew
Soderlund at outdoor worship on June 17th.
Welcome to God’s family Ezra!

Jessi and Pastor Inger beaming from working with
Joe Davis, poet-author of “We Rise Higher,”
the book given to our graduates this spring.

THE FINANCIAL FURNACE

look for an update soon in the weekly!
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

LET YOUR LIGHT SO SHINE...
August 7

August 14

August 21

August 28

Ushers

8:30: Dale Turnacliff, Don & 8:30: Cindy Kreis, Keith
Bonnie Pavek
Wassmund, Lois Cary
10:30: Bob and Edie Quam
10:30: Wanda & Tim Larsen

8:30: Larry Narhi, Bob &
Donna Vanderhoof
10:30: Heather & Dave
Kuehl

8:30: Ryan & Emily
Blumhoefer, Harley Foster
10:30: Leer Family

Greeters

8:30: Karen Mader, John &
Pam Van Ast
10:30: Beth Christiansen,
Available

8:30: Colleen Vitek, Bonnie
Gretz
10:30: Pam & Bruce Santerre

8:30: Leone Larson, Phyllis
Larson
10:30: Paula & Al Mathison

8:30: Carol Cole, Bonnie Gretz
10:30: Jill & Bill Fisher

Nametags

8:30: Wayne & Alice Kivell

8:30: Bob Kaul, Ed Vitek

8:30: Bob Kaul, Alyce Nelson 8:30: Maryann Kaul, Jean
Mueller

Readers

8:30: Maryann Kaul
10:30: Chelsey Headrick

8:30: Bob Kaul
10:30: Jim Holden

8:30: Bob Kaul
10:30: Jim Holden

8:30: Maryann Kaul
10:30: Clark Cary

Altar Care

Set up: Rosann Brawley
Clean: Available

Set up: Carol Lysne
Clean: Sharon Stoeck

Set &
Clean: Juley Jenkinson

Set &
Clean: Carol Cole

Coffee
Servers

Bill & Ruth Hoekstra,
Jenkinson Family

Gene & Darlene Broughton
Scott & Elga Broughton

Gordon & Betty Olson,
Warren & Karen Broughton

Bateza/Carau Family, Ellen &
Brian Haefner

Treats
(2-3 dozen)

Alice Kivell, Ruth Hoekstra,
& Maryann Kaul

Darlene Broughton, Randvig
Norvold, & Marilyn Kuehl

Alyce Nelson, Marilyn Kelley, Gordon & Betty Olson, Sandy
& Becky Benedict
Reiman

Communion Bread

Nancy Sparby

Pam Santerre

Sandy Reiman

Lana Reich

Sacramental
Minister

8:30: Sandy Reiman
10:30: Mike Sparby

8:30: Bob Kaul
10:30: Chelsey Headrick

8:30: Bob Kaul
10:30: Brenda Atzinger

8:30: Maryann Kaul
10:30: Janice Lehmkuhl

STEWARDSHIP SPOTLIGHT

by Becky Benedict

Meet Dale and Rose Turnacliff, who have been Bethel members for about 30
years. They have two adult sons, Ryan and Andrew, who grew up at Bethel.

I first met Dale and Rose when their children began attending Sunday School
with our children. Soon Rose was teaching Sunday School, and Dale was
helping. As our children grew and more opportunities for children’s activities
developed, Rose and Dale lent a helping hand.
Dale has chaperoned youth trips, and as an usher enjoys working with the
youth on Youth Sunday. He likes getting to know the students and
encouraging them. He also was a member of the Bethel group which helped
with renovations to the church during the pandemic.
Rose was a member of the 2008 Bethel Building Committee, helps with Senior quilts, and has joined the mission quilters.
She enjoys being a member of the Adult Choir, the Bell Choir and Lydia circle.
Though Dale and Rose have given many volunteer hours, they both had fulltime occupations outside of Bethel.
Dale, a Master Electrician, worked for Sheldahl 43 years before retiring in 2020. Rose has been a teacher most of her career,
retiring in 2021 as Reading teacher at NMS. She still tutors students.
Whether volunteering with Habitat for Humanity, being a Befriender, taking meals to someone in need, greeting people at
church, or helping with the Garage Sale, you will likely find one or both of the Turnacliffs there. Thank you, Rose and Dale,
for all you do!
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Return Service Requested

BETHEL AND THE WIDER CHURCH

You may remember praying for the Latinx community of the Sierra Pacific Synod after the sudden removal of a
beloved pastor on the feast day of Our Lady of Guadalupe, and that several committees, Pastor Inger and Bethel’s
council cosigned a letter to Bishop Hassanally and the Southeast Minnesota Synod Council expressing our deep concern. We asked for meaningful repair work to restore trust, as well as a review of our constitution and governing policies in order to prevent such harm. We continued to pray.
This past week, it was heartening to hear that the Sierra Pacific’s new interim bishop made her first official visit
to Iglesia Luterana Santa Maria Peregrina (the former ELCA mission community traumatized in December). Bishop
Burkat shared an apology on behalf of the ELCA and also made specific commitments:
There will be an investigation of the circumstances regarding the removal from the roster of the ELCA of the
Rev. Nelson Rabell-Gonzalez. Based on the investigation results, Pastor Rabell-Gonzalez’s roster status will be addressed. Pending mutual agreements, the churchwide and synod’s financial support of the community will be renewed. Further, the 2022 Churchwide Assembly documents have been released. The assembly will consider these
major proposals that are related to all the Sierra Pacific Synod has been through...
--Restructure the Governance of the ELCA – brought forward by 10 synods
--Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, Accessibility (DEIA) ELCA Governance Audit – brought forward by 1 synod
--Separation Agreements (use of NDAs) - brought forward by 3 synods
--Mission Development Process – brought forward by 1 synod
--Specialized Ministries and On Leave from Call Status – brought forward by 8 synods.
Knight Stanley is going to be part of some very important conversations at the ELCA Churchwide Assembly! Please
hold Knight and all the participants in your prayers August 8-12.

