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JOIN US FOR 
WORSHIP 
The weekend after Labor Day 
we will begin our Fall 
Worship Schedule: 
 

Worship in the Sanctuary 
will be held at 8:30 a.m. in the 
sanctuary. This service will be 
live streamed on our 
YouTube channel. Check the 
website for the link! 
 

Worship on the Lawn will be 
at 10:45 a.m. along North 
Ave. Bring your lawn chair  
or blanket! If there is 
inclement weather, we will 
worship in the sanctuary. 

Sunday, September 19, 2021 
Noon - 2:30 p.m. 
Bethel Lutheran Church Parking Lot 

We are blessed to be a blessing, and friends, 
that is how we are kicking off our fall 
ministry activities. Do you quilt, do 
woodworking, sew, bake, have mad yo-yo 
skills, sing, dance, write skits, yodel, play 
saxophone, paint, sing, or juggle? Come and 
share the thing that brings you joy. We are 
made in the image of the Creator to create, 
so come participate in our Talent Show and 
Silent Auction on September 19th! If you are 
gifted to create items that we can sell in the 
Silent Auction, please share your talent with 
us by donating one of your creations. If you 
are blessed in the performing arena, we look 

forward to 
enjoying your 
gifts on the stage.  

We will also have 
a “Bethel Walk” with booths set up 
displaying our various ministry groups. 
Come walk through, get reacquainted with 
your Bethel friends, and find some new 
ways to plug into our vibrant Bethel 
community!  

There will be a bounce house, food truck, 
and more. All proceeds will benefit Habitat 
for Humanity. This is fun soul food for all 
ages, so kids and adults, share a bit of 
yourself with us and let’s celebrate the gifts 
and talents God has given us as we 
generously share that blessing with others. 

I’m IN! How do I participate? Contact 
Brenda Atzinger or Kara Millerhagen at 
batzinger@bethelnorthfield.org and 
kmillerhagen@bethelnorthfield.org. 

BETHELSTOCK & BETHEL WALK 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY FAITH BUILD 
Bethel is one of three ELCA congregations  
supporting Rice County Habitat for  
Humanity’s Faith Build of a Quad home and 
single family home on Archibald Ct. There 
are many ways to participate - We need  
construction workers, meal providers, and 
servers on site, you can attend and donate at 
Bethelstock, or have your kids write Thank 
You notes to the builders. We all know the 
importance of home, and Habitat helps  
families build strength, stability, and  
self-reliance through shelter. We hope Bethel 
can contribute to our Northfield community 
in a big way this fall! 

Members of Bethel will have two  
opportunities to strengthen our relationship 
with God and each other at the Faith Build 
working on the homes on Archibald Ct. and 
the Quad building on Cotton Lane:  
 

ELCA Build weekend, “God’s Work. 
Our Hands: September 18-19  
 

Bethel Builds Saturday: October 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
We need builders, meal providers, and  
servers for both events. If you are able to 
put in some days, a half day, or a few hours 
on one of those dates, sign up at church in 
the narthex or contact Wayne Kivell at  
507-645-4691. This is a wonderful  
opportunity to give.  

Please contact Jodi Beach at 507-403-7868 
for further questions.   
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FROM OUR SENIOR PASTOR            by Inger Hanson 

Dear Bethel, 

I have so many questions. 

How do you go about x, y, z here? 
Who does that? 
Does Bethel know this hymn? 
When is the newsletter article due? 

I keep interrupting at committee  
meetings, or having to follow up later. 
And sometimes, something takes me  
by surprise: 

Wait, WHAT...? 

While often my exclamations are filled 
with admiration, I have to admit that 
not all surprises are pleasant, and my 
surprise is sometimes tinged with  
judgment. At my best, though, and  
often after a few breaths or a night of 
prayer, I am rescued by holy curiosity. 
I ask questions of myself. 

Why am I reacting so strongly to this? 
What does this remind me of? 
Where am I afraid this will lead? 
(Or, when the surprise is exciting – Where do 
I hope this will lead?) 

Open-ended questions help me uncover 
truths about myself, and most  
importantly how I think God is at work.  
And then I find myself wondering again 
about Bethel, and God’s beloved  
people here. 

How did Bethel come to this practice?  What 
hopes were behind those words, or that way of 
doing things? 
 

Sometimes the answers are not that  
profound.  The staff laughed at my  
surprise that we often only read one 
lesson in addition to the gospel in  
Sunday worship.  As I cautiously,  
respectfully asked about perhaps having 
both in a few months, they remembered 
worship length being a factor that might 
no longer apply and suggested just  
doing it.  No golden calf there! 

Other times, searching for the answers, 
I grow – both articulating my own  
position, but also imagining possibilities.  
Just where I thought I had something 

definitively figured out, God continues  
to teach me about other ways of being.   

At another worship planning session, 
Megan asked me what creed we would 
use. 

Wait, WHAT?   

I was thrown – wouldn’t we just use the 
Apostle’s Creed until a feast day or  
season?  No one really uses the  
Athanasian Creed in worship, do they? 

I have a deep appreciation for how our 
creeds bind us in community, joining us 
to the saints of the past.  When I used 
to want to write my own (and had a 
mentor who did so regularly), reading 
Wolfhart Pannenberg taught me that the 
confession of the church was 
“something different from the  
statement of faith of an individual.  
Whoever joins in the confession of the 
church confesses the unity of  
Christianity through time by placing 
themselves in the context of the  
intentions expressed in the  
formulations.”  Pannenberg famously 
thought that the Virgin Birth was a late 
addition to the gospels, but he cherished 
the creed’s intentions of asserting Jesus’ 
incarnation and divinity.  In our  
highly individualistic society, I think 
Christians need more emphasis on the 
wider community, rather than our  
own beliefs. 

But.  Not everyone has had the  
privilege of being introduced to the 
works of Pannenberg. Not everyone 
agrees with his points. Could I be  
making a creed, or Pannenberg, a  
golden calf? 

How did Bethel come to this practice?  What 
hopes were behind those words, or that way of 
doing things? 

There’s the beauty of fresh language 
that resonates – a UCC creed Bethel has 
used in the past kept coming back to 
me.  Perhaps these newer creeds bind us 
to the church of today, reminding us of 
our ecumenical ties and commitments.   

As I question, my understanding of  
God, of church, of Bethel, and of  
myself grows and becomes more  
nuanced.  Love does too.   

So many questions.  I know you have 
yours too. In scripture, there are  
approximately 3,294 questions – 500 in 
the New Testament alone, with Jesus 
asking 307 of them. God apparently 
likes the Socratic method.   

May we be blessed by the questions 
behind the questions. May we continue 
to be rescued and taught by holy  
curiosity. 
 

Your inquisitive pastor, 
Inger 

WELCA NEWS 
On August 5, 2021 WELCA held a 
special meeting to discuss  
discontinuing the WELCA board.  
After several attempts to encourage 
new people to join the WELCA Board, 
no one has stepped forward. The  
service areas are: Mission Action,  
Mission Growth, and Mission  
Community. These service groups are 
the bases for the WELCA Circles, 
Birthday Parties once a year at Three 
Links and at the Northfield Retirement 
Center, Quilting for Lutheran World 
Relief, Garage Sale, WELCA Sunday, 
December Luncheon for senior  
members of the congregation, School 
Bags, and the Doing Meetings. 

If you have any questions, are  
interested in becoming a Board  
Member or are willing to serve as a 
chairperson for the various activities, 
please contact Vikki Van Veldhuizen at 
507-301-3093 by September 15. Please 
remember that if no one steps forward 
to serve on the WELCA Board or 
Chair any of the service areas, there is a 
high probability that they will disband. 

Thank you to anyone who is willing to 
step up and serve WELCA. 

Sincerely, 
Vikki Van Veldhuizen, Secretary 
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ARLA (Anti-Racism and Learning 
and Advocacy) - On Tuesday, 
September 28, we will be taking a field 
trip to the Blue Earth Historical Society 
Museum in Mankato where a guide will 
give us a tour and explain the history 
related to the execution of 38 Dakota 
men in Mankato in 1862. We will then 
visit the Dakota 38 Memorial, have 
lunch, and take the Bison Drive in 
Minneopa State Park before returning 
home. If you are interested in joining 
us on this outing sponsored by Bethel’s 
ARLA group, please email Connie 
DeGrote at cgdegrote@gmail.com or 
Paula Mathison at 
pamathiso@yahoo.com by 
September 26. Watch for updates 
related to this experience in the 
weekly Banners as the time nears. 
See you at 8:45 a.m. in the east 
parking lot at Bethel on 
September 28. 

FaB (Faith and Books) - Will 
begin a new book, Inspired; Slaying 
Giants, Walking on Water, and Loving the 
Bible Again by Rachel Held Evans in 
September. Evans reflects on what 
people mean when they say the Bible is 
inspired. Through the process of 
doubting and debating, she discovers 
the Bible isn't a static work but is a 
living, breathing, captivating and 
confounding book that is able to equip 
us to join God's loving and redemptive 
work in the world. 

FaB continues to meet each Thursday 
from 9:30-10:30 a.m. at Bethel.   
Presently we are meeting in small 
groups, some inside and some outside. 
Bring a chair if you want to be outside. 
Contact lanareich@yahoo.com if you 
would like to join us.   

NEWS FROM AROUND BETHEL 

Men of Bethel will begin the fall by 
reading and discussing the book One 
Coin Found, by Emmy Kegler. As a 
lesbian woman who grew up in both 
conservative Evangelical and 
progressive Protestant churches, Kegler 
knows too well how Scripture can be 
used to wound and exclude. And yet, 
the stories of Scripture continue to 
captivate and inspire her - both as a 
person of faith and as a pastor to a 
congregation. So she set out to fall in 
love with the Bible, wrestling with the 
stories inside, where she met a God 
who continues to seek us out - 

appearing again and again as a voice, a 
presence, and a promise.  
 

At this point, we are planning to resume 
meeting in person, with our first session 
being on Thursday, September 16, at 
8:30 a.m. in Room 62. We will follow 
whatever COVID protocols Bethel has 
in place at the time.  

Mission Quilters will be meeting the 
second and fourth Tuesday of the 
month - Sept 14 and 28 from 9 - 11:30 
a.m. in the CLC. We will be focusing on 
Operation Joy needs. Join us! For more 
details, call Dottie Hammer at  
507-301-3632 or 218-639-5296. 
 

Bethel Vision Seekers, our men’s 
fellowship group, will meet in-person 
and outdoors at Contented Cow on 
Wednesday, September 8, 2021, at  

7 p.m. If you wish to be added to the 
email list, please contact Kelly 
Groenewold at  
kelly.groenewold@gmail.com. 

The ladies of Women of the Word 
(WoW) will be meeting on Zoom until 
further notice.  Once we are 
comfortable meeting again in the 
Bethel Sunday School pod room on 
Friday mornings, we will do so.  We are 
continuing with the study of the book 
of Daniel on Zoom.  If anyone wants to 
join us, please contact Myrna 
Luehmann for the link.  (507) 951-7112 

or myrnalueh@gmailcom.  

Bethel Women Having Fun - 
After a COVID delay, the Bethel 
Women Having Fun group has 
rescheduled their trip to 
Chanhassen to see "The Music 
Man" for Wednesday, October 20, 
2021. The bus will be leaving 
Bethel at 9:45 a.m. and returning 

around 4:30 p.m. The charge for the 
bus will be around $30, depending on 
how many people ride. 

There is a wait list for this event. If you 
want to add your name, contact Lu 
Lindstrom at 
4lindy1120maple@gmail.com. If you 
had signed up for the March showing 
and can not go on October 20, please 
let Lu know so we can give your place 
to the next person on the list. The 
group is excited to have more fun, 
finally! 

Save the Date - Rite of 
Confirmation - Mark your calendars 
for Sunday, October 10, 2021 - the 
date for our 2021-22 10th graders to 
affirm their faith; time and place to be 
determined. We hope you will be able 
to join us! 

KITCHEN  
CREW, 
ASSEMBLE! 

We are looking for volunteers to support the various activities that the Bethel 
Kitchen provides - coffee servers, dishwashers, and treat providers! We are also 
looking for additional individuals to join our kitchen committee to advise us of  
future planning. If you are interested in helping in the kitchen, contact Chris 
Bussmann at 651.246.0973 or cbussmann@isd192.org. 

mailto:cgdegrote@gmail.com
mailto:pamathiso@yahoo.com
mailto:cbussmann@isd192.org


 

 

WHAT’S NEW IN CHILDREN’S MINISTRY? 

Children ~ Youth ~ Disciples ~ Children ~ Youth ~ Disciples 

Upcoming Dates: 
September 19: Rally Day - Sunday School begins 
September 22: Limitless! Begins 
 

What’s the Plan, Stan?! 
We excitedly await the first day of children streaming into 
Bethel, masks and all, for worship, growth, and play. 
Current plans allow for buses to bring our elementary 
students from Prairie Creek, Spring Creek, Greenvale Park 
and Bridgewater to participate in the Wednesday afternoon 
Limitless! ministry (Matthew 19:26). If you have not already 
registered, please go the Children’s Ministries page on 
Bethel’s website to register.  

Sunday School resumes on September 19th with creative 
adaptations. 3-year olds-1st graders will gather in the East 
Pod for a children’s worship, fun and learning opportunity. 
Our 2nd-5th graders will engage in similar activities in the 
Center Pod. We hope to see you there. Come worship, play, 
and grow with us! 

Family Vacation Bible School: Together Under  
the Stars 
Thanks to all those who participated in our Family VBS this 
year. It was wonderful to see your faces, worship, play and 
create together. Here’s hoping we have MUCH more of 
that to come in 2021-2022! 

God dwells within… 
As I gaze out my window, I see soybean crops gently 
blowing in the breeze. The gentle wind reminds me of 
God’s spirit moving among and within us. Sometimes 
God’s presence is brilliant and unmistakable in our midst, in 

the face of a loved one or a stunning sunset. Sometimes 
God’s presence is harder to sense, but that doesn’t make the 
Lord any less present. I was recently reminded that God is 
never fearful or anxious, but rather full of love and peace. 
Since God chooses to make 
a home within us, we have 
access to that peace and love 
24/7. What a powerful 
reminder! Over the past year and 
a half there have been many 
blessings and great trepidation. 
There have been triumphs and 
tragedy. Our finite brains seem 
to prefer either/ or equations. We 
have a hard time holding 
conflicting truths within us, and yet 
conflicting truths exist. For 
example, we are sinners who can never earn salvation or 
deserve to be called God’s precious children, and yet God 
says we are chosen, purposed, cherished, forgiven, and 
inheritors of the Kingdom. We can know God is good and 
faithful and simultaneously long for more understanding 
during hard times. So, as we look to the fall with hope and 
continued concerns, perhaps we can mindfully hold more 
Both/And ideas knowing that God’s love and peace are big 
enough to cover whatever may come, and by choosing to 
dwell within us, we have 24/7 access. 

Be blessed. We’re 
in this together. 

Brenda 

Brenda Atzinger              
Director of Children’s Ministries 

507-786-8878 
batzinger@bethelnorthfield.org 
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September Sunday FUN-Day Themes: 

September 5th: All About Me Day 
God gives each and every one of us extra special things that 
make us unique. We will celebrate those things and learn 
what makes our nursery friends special and unique.   

September 12th: Howdy, Cowboy 
In celebration of "Saint Jesse James" (wink-wink), we will 
saddle on up and kick off our boots for some real cowboy-
kind-of-FUN!!! 

September 19th: The Annual Rally Day and Kick Off 
to Sunday School 
Bethel will be celebrating all over the place and so will we! 
We will kick off the new Sunday School year in style with an 
entire morning of all things FUN!!! 

September 26th: Master Chef 
We all know that snack time is one of the most exciting times 
in the nursery each Sunday morning. Well, how would you 
feel about making your own snack? Let's put on our chef hats 
and get busy creating and cooking a very special nursery 
snack!  YUM YUM! 

*Just a reminder* - The nursery is open every Sunday  
morning during both worship services AND during the  
Sunday school hour, where we offer a simple, but very fun 
lesson for nursery 
children.  

 
 

Juley Jenkinson  
Nursery Director 

507-786-8973  
 jjenkinson@bethelnorthfield.org  

NURSERY NEWS 



 

 

Confirmation Orientation ~ Bethel’s 
annual Confirmation Orientation, for all 
7 - 10 grade youth and parents, is 
scheduled in the sanctuary on 
Wednesday, September 15, at 7:00 p.m.  
The meeting will include information 
about curriculum, schedules, and class 
locations, along with some exciting new 
plans for the year.  Parents, please plan 
to attend this important informational 
meeting with your child. 10th grade 
Confirmation Crossroads classes will 
begin that same night; all other grades 
will begin regular confirmation classes 
at 7:00 p.m. the following Wednesday 
evening, September 22, at Bethel. 

9ers ~ A short informational meeting 
about Bethel’s Mentor ministry will take 
place in the Bethel Youth Center on 
Wednesday, September 15, immediately 
following the Confirmation Orientation 
(about 8:00 p.m.).  Please plan to stay a 
little longer to learn more about how 
you can participate in the wonderful 
tradition for 9th grade youth. 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN YOUTH MINISTRY? 
7th Grade Parents ~ Please 
remember to return your child’s Bible 
to Kara Millerhagen or the Bethel 
office by Wednesday, September 15, 
with your thoughts for your child 
written in it.  You will be presenting  
 

 

 

 

 

the Bible to your 7th grader during 
worship on Rally Sunday, September 
19th.  More details about that day will 
be sent by email. 

Hang Time will have its first 
meeting of the fall for all 11th and 
12th grade youth at 7:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday, September 22, in the 
Bethel Youth Center.  Plan to 
reconnect with your Bethel friends to 
kick off the new school year with 
some faith, fun, and planning! 

SEPTEMBER 2021 Page 5 

Children ~ Youth ~ Disciples ~ Children ~ Youth ~ Disciples 

Rally Sunday is September 19!  All 
Sunday education classes will start 
Sunday, the 26, at 9:45 a.m.  Further 
class information will be sent to all 
families at the beginning of September.  
Please plan to join our Bethel families 
and staff for food and our second 
annual Bethelstock following the 10:45 
a.m. worship as we celebrate our return 
to our fall programming schedule. 

6th Grade Connections begins on 
Wednesday, September 29.  All 6th 
grade youth will be invited to join us 
for fun and learning.  Watch the weekly 
Family Scoop for more details. 

Kara Millerhagen   
Director of Youth Ministries 

507-786-8877 
kmillerhagen@bethelnorthfield.org 

SCRIP NEWS  

CREATION CARE  
FOR KIDS 
 

God said, “Let the earth put forth  
vegetation: plants yielding seed, and 
fruit trees of every kind on earth that 
bear fruit with the seed in it.” Right 
now, the earth is growing things like 
crazy! Take a walk with your family 
and see how many 
different kinds of 
trees, seeds, flow-
ers, and fruits you 
can find. Then say 
thank you to God 
for these beautiful, 
delicious gifts! 

The fall sports season is here and as 
always, Scrip is available to help  
s-t-r-e-t-c-h those dollars! Kwik Trip, 
Holiday, and Speedway cards can be 
purchased to take with you on Sundays. 
Whether you are taking kids to and 
from practice or attending games/
matches, these gas cards can build your 
Scrip account by 4-12% with each  
purchase! Then don’t forget Cub cards 
(4%), Domino’s (8%), Chipotle (10%), 
Panera (8%), Burger King (4%), and 
many other fast food/restaurant  
choices for that quick snack or meal-on
-the-go! Some of these cards do need to 
be ordered so please plan ahead and let 
Scrip work for you.  

The Scrip table will be open on  
Sundays in the narthex in between  
services and, as always, Scrip card  
purchases can also be arranged by  
calling Lori at 612-226-7022 or  
Krista at 612-840-3626. 
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The Bethel Banner is published monthly 
as a ministry of Bethel Lutheran 
Church of Northfield, Minnesota. 
Articles are due by the 15th of each 
month.  
 

Questions, suggestions, or comments?   
Contact editor Chelsey Headrick at 
cheadrick@bethelnorthfield.org, or call 
the church office at 507-786-6674. 

MISSION INTERPRETER  by Lois Stratmoen 

The Good News Behind the 
‘Code Red for Humanity’   

In August, the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change reported 
that human-caused climate change 
is happening even faster than  
before. UN Secretary-General 
António Guterres called it “a Code 
Red for humanity.” Many news 
outlets used this as a headline and 
with good reason. The situation 
could not be more serious. And of 
course, fear sells newspapers.  

But we can’t stop at fear. In a  
hospital, a Code Red doesn’t mean, 
“Give up.” It means, “Come quick! 
We need help right now!” The  
report also says we can mitigate the 
worst effects of climate change - 
but only with  immediate action 
from the top.  

To respond to this Code Red,  
contact your representatives in 
Congress: 

Rep. Angie Craig: 202-225-2271 
Sen. Amy Klobuchar: 202-224-3244 
Sen. Tina Smith: 202-224-5641 

Simply say your name, where you 
live, and that you are a voter asking 
for action on climate change. Don’t 
want to talk to a person? Call  
before 9 a.m. or after 5 p.m.  
Eastern time and leave a message. 
Prefer to email? You can use the 
comment form on each  
Congressperson’s website. 

As followers of Jesus, we know  
that the darkest time isn’t the end 
of the story. Thank you for all you  
do to help care for God’s  
beautiful creation.  

CREATION CARE CORNER                                                                by Cynthia Carau 

September Creation Care Meeting: 
Tuesday, September 14th, 7 p.m. 

All are welcome! Pastor Inger will join 
us to learn about the Creation Care  
Committee and share her perspective. 
Email Cynthia Carau at  
ccarau@gmail.com for details. 

This article was written by a pastor in a 
rural church in Iowa about the situation 
farmers are in these days with high  
temperatures, low rainfall, and COVID.  
I find it valuable as we are surrounded 
by farmland and farmers.  
 

“…driving past the farm fields, I often 
wondered what farmers did once they 
were done growing crops. I told you I 
was a city girl. Now, I know there is 
always something to be done on the 
farm.  
Machinery needs to be fixed. Livestock 
need to be fed, watered, and milked. 
Livestock may need help birthing. Seed 
needs to be ordered, which is always a 
gamble. Land may be sold or purchased. 
The farmer down the road may need 
some help with something. Mother  
Nature may slow down, but that doesn’t 
mean the farmer slows down. 
 

At the same time, there are so many 
worries that farmers carry. These are 
burdens I cannot lighten with a sermon 
full of good news, a friendly pat on the 
back, or even a bad cup of watered-

down coffee. Suicide among farmers has 
increased 40% in the last two decades.  
Farmers are more likely to die of suicide, 
compared with other occupations.”  
 

And then the pandemic… 
 

“When COVID-19 hit, the farmers  
never stopped working. They never 
stopped or took a day off because they 
couldn’t. The animals didn’t care that 
there was a pandemic. The crops didn’t 
care. We as a nation still needed to be 
fed. But the pandemic hit them hard. 
When schools were not in session, milk 
consumption in school lunches  
disappeared, resulting in dairy farmers 
having to dump perfectly good milk. 
Beef and pork processing plants became 
hot spots for the virus as workers need 
to be close together to do their jobs. It 
was not uncommon to hear of these 
plants having to shut down for weeks at 
a time in order to get the virus under 
control. Farmers had no place to send 
their cows and hogs and had no other 
choice but to slaughter them and take 
the loss. If a finished hog weighed 150 

pounds and was purchased for $2.50 a 
pound, that would be $375 per hog. I 
have a farmer that raises 10,000 hogs 
farrow to finish several times a year. To 
slaughter just 3,000 of his herd would 
have cost him over $1.1 million.  
 

I think sometimes my people feel  
forgotten, and not just my people in the 
congregation I serve. I wonder if a lot of 
farmers feel this way. Locally, I see the 
care the farmers here take of the land 
and their animals. I can literally taste the 
difference. I wonder if the average  
consumer knows what goes into that 
pound of beef or gallon of milk? The 
same thing that you put on your table to 
feed your family is the same thing that 
my farmers are placing on theirs. My 
farmers worry about the same thing that 
many in urban congregations do as well: 
how to pay the bills, medical issues, their 
kids, the environment, government  
issues, keeping up with technology, and 
global affairs. When it comes down to it, 
the chasm between rural and urban isn’t 
as big as society and the media wants us 
to believe.” 



 

 

SEPTEMBER 2021 Page 7 

It is an understatement to say that the 
COVID-19 pandemic and a fast-
changing world have greatly affected 
our congregation.  Like most 
congregations, Bethel has had to adjust 
to new circumstances and perhaps will 
never be quite the same.  But the 
foundations of our ministry and our 
community remain strong and vibrant. 
During the past 18 months, Bethel has 
adapted to ever-changing health 
directives to provide worship and 
educational experiences remotely via 
the Internet.  For many, this provided 
an opportunity to stay connected, 
although not often in person or face-to
-face.  But others have become 
disconnected and are perhaps 
struggling to reconnect.  With on-going 
challenges related to COVID and its 
aftermath, perhaps it is safe to say that 
Bethel will never be quite the same as 
before the year 2020.  
 

But we have good news!  The wheels 
are turning in our church as we plan for 
new day and a continued vital and 
growing ministry.  “All Things New” 

RECONNECTING IN A “NEW” BETHEL 
seems like an appropriate theme as we 
welcome Pastor Inger Hanson and 
several new staff.  Discussions are 
happening as we consider our next steps 
to reach out to and engage people with 
opportunities to deepen our faith and 
serve our community and world.  Our 
prayer is that God will lead us as 
together we envision and develop our 
calling as a community of believers 
located in Northfield reaching out to 
those within our Bethel family, those in 
the community, and to the entire world.  
Plans are now being developed to call or 
contact every member of our 
congregation just to say hello and to 
chat briefly about our mutual ministry.  
Will you join us in gratitude as we 
“reconnect” to inspire and encourage 
one another by sharing Christ’s love 
even more broadly with a BIG HEART?  
We believe the best is yet to come!  
 

The Stewardship Team -  
Gordy Olson, Chair, Becky Benedict,  
Kevin Christopherson, Don Pavek,  
Noel Stratmoen, Pam Vig,  
Pastor Inger Hanson 

One of the BeFriender foundation 
principles is “Non-judgmental 
presence.” This means we respond to 
each BeFriender conversation with an 
open mind. Our total emphasis is on the 
other person. It is evident in our facial 
expressions, tone of voice, and open-
ended questions and allows our friend to 
express themselves in their own way.  

September is National Suicide 
Prevention Month. Suicide can be 
prevented. If someone is struggling with 
thoughts of suicide, it’s important to 
listen without judgment and with 
compassion and empathy. If you sense 
or hear ideas of suicide expressed, don’t 
be afraid to ask gently and kindly: “Are 
you thinking about suicide?”    

During the Babylonian exile the people 
of God were experiencing deep trauma. 

They wondered if God actually cared 
about them at all. Verse 11 of Ezekiel 37 
reads, “Our bones are dried up, and our 
hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” 
The utter hopelessness felt by the 
Israelites is not unlike what some people 
experience today. When we listen 
carefully to our friends in crisis, we can 
help break down the barriers that 
prevent people from seeking help. If 
you or a friend are thinking about 
suicide, get help right away. An 
immediate response to a person in crisis 
can save their life. The National Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline number is 1-800-273
-TALK (8255). When you make this call 
you will reach a live person. Be patient; 
it takes a couple of minutes to get 
connected. Suicidal thoughts are serious. 
However, they are a symptom that can 

be treated and improve over time. Like 
the breath that blew over the dry bones 
bringing them to back life in Ezekiel, 
we, too, can have that same experience. 
Breathe deeply, take in the oxygen of 
hope, and believe that God is faithful to 
all of us.  

For more ideas go to BeThe1To.com  

Blessings from Bethel’s 
BeFriender Coordinators 
 

A fundamental BeFriender principle: 
“Non-judgmental presence.” For more 
information regarding the BeFriender 
Ministry at Bethel, please contact: 
 

Marci Groenewold 507-649-0760, Knight 
Stanley 612-877-0893, Myrna Luehmann 
507-951-7112, Vicki Roller 507-645-8999,  
Karen Mader, 507-301-4368 or the Bethel 
Office 507-786-6674. 

BEFRIENDERS by Marci Groenewold 

GRIEF AND LOSS 
PRESENTATION 
 

Northfield Hospice and Northfield 
Grief Support Coalition present  
“Grief in the Time of Pandemic,” with 
Presenter Patricia Richardson, MSW.  
 

Monday, September 20, 2021 
7-8:30 p.m. 
St. Johns Lutheran Church 
 

The program will explore the impact 
of loss during the international health 
crisis of COVID-19. Discussion will 
include the typical process of grief and 
consider ways to cope with grief while 
building resilience during a time of 
uncertainty.  
 

An additional 6-week support group is 
also open to anyone grieving a loss and 
will be available on Mondays, Sept. 27 
- Nov. 1 from 5:30-7 p.m. at St. John’s, 
Door 10.  
 

Pre-registration is required for both 
the presentation and support group. 
Contact Sara Lippert for more 
information at 507-646-1456 or 
lipperts@northfieldhospital.org. 



 

 

Bethel Lutheran Church 
1321 North Avenue 
Northfield, MN 55057 
 ● ● ● 

Phone: 507-786-6674 
Web: www.bethelnorthfield.org 
www.facebook.com/bethellutheran 
Email: bethel@bethelnorthfield.org 

 ● ● ● 
Return Service Requested 

Non-Profit Organization 
U.S. Postage Paid 
Northfield, MN 

55057 
Permit No. 138 

Bethel’s Vision 

Bethel’s  Mission  

BARB FARMER’S RETIREMENT PARTY THANK YOU FROM THE 
MCDERMOTTS 
 

Dearest Bethel Community, 

For all the ways that you celebrated our 
time with you, and for all the ways you 
showered us with gifts, and for all the 
ways you shine the light of Christ on us 
and the world, we give you many, many 
thanks.  We now have a "next  
adventures fund," a beautiful scrapbook, 
and other precious gifts, to go along 
with so many rich and treasured  
memories of our time together. 

God bless you, Bethelites! 

Pastor Tim and Lisa  

Thank you to the planning committee and all who attended the wonderful  
celebration for Barb Farmer’s retirement. It was a beautiful time to reflect on 
Barb’s ministry and show our appreciation to Barb for her dedication to the 
Bethel youth and the entire congregation. Thank you for always being a shining 
example of sharing Christ’s love with a BIG HEART, Barb. We are grateful for 
you and so happy we get to keep you as a member in our Bethel family.  


