
 

 

DECEMBER 2017 
Volume #555 OH COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL! 

Sundays at Bethel 
8:30 a.m. Worship  

9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship 

9:45 a.m. Sunday School and 
Bethel U 

10:45 a.m. Worship 

All worship services at Bethel 
include Holy Communion or 

Holy Baptism 

WE RAISED THE ROOF! 
Thank you Bethel!  A huge thank you goes out to this 
congregation: Bethelites have once again risen to the 
occasion.  Not only have we reached our fundraising goal 
for the roof repair, we have surpassed it - with total 
dollars raised to-date of $26,573!  The more we raise 
beyond our $25,000 goal, the less that is needed from our 
reserves.  Alleluia!  Thank you, thank you, thank you all! 

~ Jill Fisher, Bethel Steward 
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…and much more! 

Join us for Advent and Christmas Worship 
this month! 

December 10 - Advent Music Festival 
Join your voices with our Bethel 
ensembles and soloists in this annual 
celebration.  These year’s theme is All 
Earth is Hopeful. 

 
 

December 17 -  
Children’s Advent Worship 
Bethel children will lead worship at 8:30 
and 10:45 a.m.   

1321 North Ave., Northfield, MN 55057  •  507.786.6674  •  www.bethelnorthfield.org  •  www.facebook.com/bethellutheran 

Sunday, December 24 - 
Christmas Eve 
10 a.m. ~ Advent Worship 

3 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. ~ Christmas Eve 
Worship with candlelight 

6 p.m. ~ Christmas Eve worship with 
candlelight and Holy Communion 

Monday, December 25 -  
Christmas Day 
10 a.m. - Worship with Holy Communion 

Sunday, December 31 -  
New Year’s Eve 
10 a.m. - Worship with Holy Communion 
11 a.m. - Coffee Hour 
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The Bethel Alternative Giving Fair 
runs through December 10 in the east 
Narthex.  How meaningful it is to both 
giver and receiver to know that we can, 
through our giving, share with 
someone in need here or around the 
world?  The Alternative Giving Fair, 
now in its 9th year, is a great 
opportunity for Bethel Lutheran 
Church members and guests to share.  
Gifts range from a $1 donation to a 
$300 gift that will improve the lives of 
others who would genuinely benefit 
from your giving.  And that gift can be 
given during the Holidays in honor of 

ALTERNATIVE GIVING FAIR CONTINUES 
someone else who you love! 

We urge you to read through the 2017 
Bethel Alternative Giving Fair booklet.  
This booklet is designed especially for 
Bethel using projects from ELCA 
Good Gifts, Lutheran Partners in 
Global Ministry (whose founders 
attends Bethel), and Alternative Gifts 
International (a national ministry who 
focuses on finding projects to support 
through local church giving fairs.)  
Carefully and prayerfully select one or 
more items that are meaningful and 
priced right for your family and for 
your designated receiver.  For your 

convenience, free cards 
will be available to 
send along with your 
Christmas greeting with an insert 
explaining the gift and the purpose of 
your giving. 

You will be enriched in every way so that you 
can be generous on every occasion, and your 

generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.  
2 Corinthians 9:11 

Come visit the Alternative Giving Fair.  
You will be truly blessed by blessing 
others. 

FELLOWSHIP, FOOD, 
AND FUN 
The WELCA potluck holiday lunch 
will be held on Monday, December 4, 
at 11:30 a.m. in the CLC.  All Bethel 
members (men and women) are invited 

to attend! 

The STARs Sing-A-
Long and Lunch at the 
King’s Room at St. Olaf 
will be held on Friday, 

December 8, 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. in 
the St. Olaf King’s Room.  All self-
described seniors are welcome to join 
the fun!  The cost is $15 per person.  
Please sign up at the Information Sta-
tion; you can pay at the door. 

On Saturday, December 9, join your 
Bethel friends at the NRC (right next 

door) Chapel for lefse and 
krumkake making!  Treats are 
made and shared with the residents - 
and carols are sung and stories are told 
and fun is had by all!  Contact Mary 
Nystuen for more information. 

Sunday School for adults and teens, 
Bethel U, starts a new session in 
December.  There’s a class for you this 
month! 

Explore:  The Music of Advent & 
Christmas, in the CLC with Steve 
Amundson, Anton Armstrong, Dan 
Kallman, and Tim Mahr 
Join us as we explore the many ways 
the rich music of Advent and 
Christmas captures our spirits and 
hopes while we wait with longing and 
expectation for the coming of our 
Lord.  St. Olaf Music Professors, 
Anton Armstrong, Steve Amundson, 
Tim Mahr, and Bethel Choir Director, 
Dan Kallman, will lead us in looking at 
meaningful music of the seasons.   

Preparing Our Hearts, in the Fireside 
Room with Barb Holm and Pam Santerre, 
Spiritual Directors, and Ben Chadwick, 
Certified Yoga Instructor  
Advent is a season largely forgotten by 
our culture of immediate gratification, 
and therefore, we have also forgotten 

BETHEL U IN DECEMBER 

what it means 
to wait well.  In 
all of this 
waiting, God 
helps us 
identify the deepest places within our 
hearts that reveal our desires for God 
and God’s love for this world.  Join 
Spiritual Directors, Barb Holm and 
Pam Santerre, and Yoga Instructor, 
Ben Chadwick, as they help us prepare 
our hearts for this important season of 
waiting in the church year called 
Advent.   

Faith and Holiday Stress, in the 
Youth Room with Bill Hoekstra, Eric 
Lundin & Steve O’Neill 
Holiday stress.  For many, it is an 
annual occurrence.  Come join three of 
Bethel’s mental health professionals as 
they discuss the causes of holiday 
stress, what can increase stress, the 
signs of stress, and how we can manage 
it better.   

 



 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR... 
January 7 ~ Hi-League Progressive 

Dinner 

January 13 ~ Youth Ski Trip 

February 11 ~ Valentine Dinner 
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THE BETHEL 
WISH TREE 
Participate in Bethel’s Wish Tree this 
year by choosing an item from the 
Tree.  Instructions on how to give are 
included in the envelope. 

Your gift will support Bethel’s daily 
operations: choose a “wish” that you 
are passionate about!  You can also 
help support us with a few upgraded 
items not currently budgeted for in 
2017 or 2018. 

Thank you for all that you give Bethel! 
This church is the vibrant, giving place 
that it is because of your generosity! 

Look for the tree in the east Narthex, 
among the AGF offerings. 

We had a wonderful day 
with Dad's (Gary 
Hanson) birthday 
celebration on Saturday. 

It was so much fun for all of us to see 
Bethel/Northfield friends that we 
have not seen since Mom's funeral. 
Thank you for all of your help 
[Kristin] and the use of your 
wonderful facility. 

Todd Hanson 
Many thanks to Joyce Stephenson who 
has assembled more than 900 layette 
kits for Lutheran World Relief over 
the last decade or so!  Joyce is retiring 
from this ministry with our gratitude - 
and the gratitude of parents (and 
babies) around the world! 

Thank you to Patty Jermeland for 
coordinating all of our monthly service 
groups!  Recruiting volunteers can be a 
tough job, one that Patty handled with 
her usual patience and persistence.  
(Barb Henwood will now be 
coordinating, as part of her job at 
Bethel.) 

Thanks to you, Bread for the World 
has been able to win key victories for 

WE HAVE SO MUCH TO BE THANKFUL FOR... 

Dear Partners, One of the stories of 
the Christmas cycle is that of the 
Epiphany, when the Magi found the 
baby Jesus, worshipped him, and gave 
him gifts.  The scripture says they 
searched high and low and almost 
despaired of finding the Christ.  Then 
the Star appeared in the heavens and 
led them to the place where the babe 
lay. 

The Magi were sincere, and they were 
diligent - they were good finders.  And 
we celebrate their discovery. 

Let’s emulate them this Christmas 
season.  Look for the Son of Man in all 
of the usual places - but more 
especially in the places where he hides, 
not immediately recognizable.   

FROM PASTOR TIM... 

Shout “Eureka!  In this person, with 
this story, with this need, I have found 
Jesus this Christmas!”   

Then serve the Jesus you have found, 
for he promises that, “In the least of 
these, my sisters and brothers, I am 
there.  I am them.” 

May Christ be with you throughout this 
blessed time, first of waiting and 
searching, then of finding and 
celebrating. 

Your Partner in the Gospel, 

hungry people.  Earlier this year, in the 
midst of the global humanitarian crisis, 
it was proposed that we zero out 
international food aid.  But members 
of Congress from both parties stood 
together against that proposal.  We 
and our partners in churches and 
organizations met with senators from 
both parties.  Thousands of people in 
Bread for the World’s nationwide 
network wrote to their members of 
Congress.  Amazingly, Congress 
decided to increase international 
assistance by $1 billion for additional 
famine relief.  There’s an important 
lesson here.  If we refuse to give in to 
despair and, moved by God’s grace in 
Jesus Christ, keep praying and asking 
and pushing, good things can happen. 

David Beckmann, Bread for the World 
(bread.org) 

 

Bethel often receives more thank you notes 
than we have space available.  Some of those 
published are edited due to space constraints.  
Thank you for all you give! 
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CREATION CARE TIP 
OF THE MONTH 
Way to go Bethelites!  We have recently 
been able to downsize our garbage 
dumpster from a 3-yard dumpster to a 
2-yard dumpster, in large part due to 
your efforts in organics recycling.  
Nearly all waste from the weekly 
Sunday coffee hour and Bethel Bistro is 
compostable.  Not only does our 
organics recycling reduce the amount of 
methane gas entering the atmosphere 
and produce useful compost, but we 
are saving money as well!   

MEN’S DEPRESSION 
GROUP CONTINUES 
Face It Foundation of Minneapolis is a 
non-profit organization that helps men 
who are struggling with depression/
anxiety.  Face It services are 
completely free and do not bill 
insurance.  Bethel member Dan Foley 
is leading a Northfield group that 
meets at Bethel every other Monday 
from 6-8 p.m.  This month, that’s 
December 11.  If you want more 
information or are interested in joining 
this group, please contact Dan at 763-
218-9895. 

WHAT’S NEW IN THE LIBRARY? 
“Christmas is a party. Specifically, it's a 
birthday party — for Jesus — and birthdays 
are meant to be celebrated. It's why we say 
"Merry Christmas!" - Rick Warren 

One of the best ways to prepare for the 
very special season of Advent is to 
make our hearts ready for the miracle 
of the season, and one way to do that is 
to ponder the words of pastor Rick 
Warren. Taken from his best-selling 
The Purpose of Christmas, Warren 

encourages us to identify and confront 
the “peace robbers” that drain the joy 
out of the holidays, replacing them 
with a concentrated effort to 
“remember the reason for the season.”  
This is an encouraging read for anyone 
who has forgotten why we celebrate 
Christmas each year.  F. Thomas 
Trotter gives us another uplifting 
devotional dedicated to that cause.  His 
God is With Us: Rediscovering the 
Meaning of Christmas, is divided 

into 25 segments, 
perfect for daily reading 
and reflection.   

Bethel library also has a 
number of children’s picture books 
devoted to the story of Christ’s birth. 
Look for God Bless our Christmas, 
by Hannah C. Hall, Mary’s First 
Christmas by Walter Wangerin Jr., and 
Christmas Angels, retold by Gwen 
Ellis. 

A MEASURE OF OUR COMMITMENT 

October Worship Attendance average per Sunday 

2014 2015 2016 2017 

686 501 598 549 

Average Year-to-date Worship Attendance 

2014 2015 2016 2017 

464 446 476 444 

FOOD SHELF NEEDS 
VOLUNTEERS 
The Food Shelf in Northfield is short 
on volunteers in the following areas: 

 Morning receiving merchandise - 
lifting 45-70 lb. boxes 

 Morning stocking - lifting 30-45 lbs. 

 Afternoon - assisting clients in their 
shopping 

 Afternoon stocking - lifting 30-
45 lbs. 

There has been an increase in 
donations from one of the major 
stores, and it has proven to be just too 
much for the present volunteers and 
the food shelf manager, Darla Stadler.  
The pre-opening hour help is especially 
needed.  Please contact Darla at the 
Food Shelf, (507) 664-3550. 

THURSDAY’S TABLE 
Share the Christmas spirit by 
volunteering at Thursday's Table with 
other Bethel friends on Thursday, 
December 28.  Thursday’s Table is the 
weekly community dinner at the 
Community Action Center.  Helpers are 
needed for set-up, serving, and clean-up 
- and are welcome to stay for dinner! 

Sign up at the Information Station or by 
contacting Connie DeGrote.  

tel:(763)%20218-9895


 

 

Look on page 2 for fun Advent/
Christmas activities, including the 
WELCA luncheon, the STARs sing-a-
long and lunch, and the lefse-making at 
the NRC!  Join the fun! 

The Mission Quilters will meet on 
Tuesday, December 26, at 1:30 p.m. in 
the CLC to put together more beautiful 
quilts for Lutheran World Relief.  If 
you can tie a knot, sew, or tell a good 
story, you are welcome to join the 
group! 

BETHEL NEWS 
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BISTRO MENU 
Come for dinner on Wednesdays, 5:30-
6:30 p.m., in the CLC.  The suggested 
donation is $3/person and the 
fellowship is priceless! 

Menu this month 
December 6 Sweet & Sour Chicken 
December 13 Roast Beef Dinner  

Gluten-free options are available if 
arranged by calling Roger Van 
Veldhuizen on the preceding Monday. 

Bethel Women Having Fun is 
taking a break in December.  Join them 
in January when they head to the 
Schweich Hotel and Restaurant in 
Kenyon. 

The Fall Scrip Sale has begun and will 
continue through mid-December.  
Check out the great gift cards that are 
available at the Scrip table in the 
narthex and plan to help our Bethel 
youth earn money toward their summer 
trips while you do your holiday 
shopping! 

COMPOSTING UPDATE 
Bethel collects for composting an 
estimated 3,880 gallons per year in food 
waste, coffee grounds, filters, napkins, 
paper towels, etc. from the CLC and 
kitchen.  The Creation Care Team 
hopes to increase the amount of 
compostables diverted from the landfill 
by expanding into two other rooms of 
the church that generate significant 
compostable waste: the Youth Room 
and Fireside Room.  A pilot project 
which will collect discarded paper 
towels for composting is also beginning 
in the women's bathroom off the 
Narthex.  The Creation Care Team has 
received Thrivent Action Team "seed 
money" to purchase the additional bins. 
Educational efforts and signage will 
focus on groups that commonly use 
these rooms.  

Thanks for your continued efforts to 
place compostables, recyclables and 
trash in the correct bins.  Please contact 
a member of the Creation Care Team 
at 651.398.2629 with questions or 
concerns. 

THERE’S STILL TIME TO  
PURCHASE POINSETTIAS! 
Help make Bethel look extra festive for Christmas!  Be sure 
to pick up a poinsettia order form at the Welcome Stations.  
The deadline is Sunday, December 3. 

January’s a great time to dream about 
new healthy habits and put those habits 
into practice!  This January, Bethel will 
be offering a faith-based wellness 

seminar called CREATION Health - 
an 8-week course open to all ages, with 
an adult component and a kids’ 
component, as well!  Adults of all ages 
will gather for an adult class, children 
ages 4 and up will have their own 
CREATION health course, and 
children 4 years and under will have 
nursery care.   

By consistently practicing the eight 
principles of CREATION Health – 
Choice, Rest, Environment, Activity, 
Trust, Interpersonal Relationships, 
Outlook, and Nutrition – we believe 
we are living into the wholeness and 
abundance that God hopes for us.  

CREATION HEALTH STARTING IN JANUARY... 
Some of the presenters include:  Bill 
Hoekstra, Paula and Allan Mathison, 
Greg, Tammi and Sylvie Tikalsky and 
many more.  We hope that you will 
consider signing up and joining us for 
this 8-week course at the beginning of 
the new year!   

When:  Wednesdays in January and 
February from 5:45-6:45 p.m. 
(January 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, February 7, 
14, 21) 

Where:  East Pod (Bring your Bistro 
meal to the class.  We will cart your 
dishes back to the CLC for you!) 

Sign up at the Information Station or at 
the Among the Ministries Table on 
December 10! 



 

 

There is no BAM on 
Wednesday, December 
20 or 27.  BAM will 
resume on Wednesday, 
January 3, 2018.   

There is no Sunday School on 
December 24 or 31.  Sunday School 
will resume on Sunday, January 7.  

Sunday School Advent Worship 
Program ~ On Sunday, December 17, 
at both the 8:30 and 10:45 worship 
services our age 3-grade 5 Sunday 
School classes will be participating in 
worship and presenting the message for 
the day.  Families will have received 
specific instructions on their child’s 
role via email. 

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY 
UPDATE 
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Children ~ Families ~ Disciples ~ Children ~ Families ~ Disciples 

Pam Vig, Director of  
Children’s Ministries 

786-8878 
pvig@bethelnorthfield.org 

FROM THE MISSION & JUSTICE COMMITTEE 
Vision Statement of the Mission & Justice Committee:  Since we believe that service is both an obligation and a privilege of the Christian 
life, we seek to provide opportunities for Bethel members to learn about the needs of others in our world and to put their knowledge 
into action, heeding Christ's call to "Love your neighbor as yourself."  

December Fun 
Days! 

December 3:  Hot 
Cocoa Party!!! 
We will enjoy a cozy 

cup of hot cocoa along with some 
festive music and yummy holiday treats!  
Mmmm-mmmm!  

December 10:  Gingerbread House 
Fun! 
Put on your creative hats and get ready 
to make and construct your very own 
gingerbread house to take home!!  What 
could be more fun?!?  

December 17:  The Most Wonderful 
Time of the Year! 
We will enjoy all of the things that 
make this time of the year so very 
magical!  Christmas music will be a-
blarin' while we spend our morning 
making a beautiful Nativity craft, 

NURSERY NOTES 

Juley Jenkinson, 
Nursery Coordinator 

786-6674 
jjenkinson@bethelnorthfield.org 

reading the Nativity Story, posing in 
our holiday photo booth, and enjoying 
a sweet treat! 

December 24:  Happy Birthday, 
JESUS!!!!! 
The biggest Birthday celebration you 
can imagine for the most deserving of 
people!  Come ready to celebrate our 
Lord and Savior!!!    

December 31:  We ♥ SNOW!!!  (not 
really but we're going to pretend to) 
We will enjoy all things "SNOW"!  Our 
water table will be filled with snow, we 
will make snow globes and eat snow 
cones!!!  Brrrr!!!!!!    

program we need about $750 for one 
month.  Carol Cole has offered to 
purchase supplies and be our contact 
for this new program.  We hope the 
congregation will get behind this, as 
you all do for many other needs. 

Are you interested in supporting 
the two Sanctuary churches?  UCC 
and St. Dominic’s are ready to take in 
families if the need arises.  You can 
help by providing rides, meals and 
prayers for those in need.  See any 

Many thanks to Maryann Kaul who has 

agreed to take over the Angel Tree 
Christmas gift project for 2018.  

Snack Attack ~ After hearing about 
the desperate need for snacks for kids 
at Greenvale Park Elementary, we 
decided to “adopt” a month. 
According to Matt BergWall of GPE, 
47.7% of GPE students are below the 
poverty line.  Many do not bring snacks 
from home and go without during the 
snack period.  To participate in the 

member of the Mission and Justice 
Committee so we can form a list. 

As you read this, the annual Alternative 
Giving Fair is in full swing.  If you are 

participating in Christmas Sharing, 
shop, donate and leave your gifts 
(unwrapped) on or before Sunday, 

December 10.  Angel Tree gifts 
should be left on the table by the tree 
by Sunday, December 10, also, as these 
gifts have to be delivered around the 
area. 



 

 

Confirmation winter break will include 
Wednesdays, December 20, 27 and 
January 3.  Classes will resume on 
Wednesday, January 10th. 

Sunday School and Bethel U will 
continue through Sunday, 
December 17.  Christmas break will 
include Sundays, December 24 and 31.  
Classes will resume on Sunday, 
January 7. 

Looking ahead ~ get it on your 
calendars: 

The annual Hi School Progressive 
Dinner will be held on Sunday, 
January 7, starting at 5 p.m.  We’ll 
move from house to house for food, 
holiday celebration, faith talk, and 
caroling.  Please check out the details 
coming in your email this month.  
Celebrate and prolong the holidays 
with your Bethel friends! 

Bethel U is our 
Sunday School for 
youth and adults.  
(See page 14 for this 
month’s classes.) 

6th Grade Connections will meet on 
Wednesday, December 6, this month.  
Our schedule will vary from other 
Connections meetings.  We'll meet at 
5:30 p.m. to eat Bistro together in the 
Bethel Youth Center and play some 
games (of course!); youth may be 
picked up at 7 p.m.  Youth who are a 
part of Ring Forth may join us after 
rehearsal. 

Hang Time will meet at 7 p.m. the 
first two Wednesdays of December, the 
6th and 13th, both in the Bethel Youth 
Center.  Plan to join your Bethel 
friends at 7 p.m. every Wednesday 
night! 

Confirmation classes will be in 
session through December 13.  

Youth DISCIPLESHIP:  Serving, Growing, Welcoming, Caring! 

Barb Farmer, Director of  
Youth Ministries 

786-8877 
bfarmer@bethelnorthfield.org 

FROM THE SCRIP 
TABLE... 
The Fall Scrip Sale is 
off to a great start!  
Now is the time you 
can purchase Scrip 
for holiday gift 
giving, with all cards arriving by 
Sunday, December 17.  There are 
hundreds of retailers/restaurants/
service providers to choose from 
including:  Target, Kohl's, JCPenney's, 
Home Depot, Lowe's, Menard's, Red 
Robin, IHOP, P.F. Chang's, Ruby 
Tuesday, Ulta, Shutterfly, Best 
Western, Marriott and of course, 
many many more.   

Order forms are available at the Scrip 
table in the Narthex or on Bethel's 
website.  Let Scrip make your holiday 
shopping fast and easy; scrip cards are 
always the right size and the right 
color at the right price. 

Never tried Scrip?  Stop at the 
Among the Ministries table on 
December 3 with your questions - or 
at the Scrip table any Sunday!   

WHAT'S HAPPENING IN YOUTH MINISTRY? 
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BEFRIENDING 
By Marci Groenewold 

Faithful innovation means we need to 
listen and learn from others in new 
ways.  One of the ways we continue to 
learn how God calling us to lead 
faithful innovation is learning from the 
places where our global students return 
to lead.  As I write this I am in 
Tanzania preparing to speak at the 
Reformation gathering hosted by the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Tanzania.  They have rented the soccer 
stadium but there is some concern as it 
only seats 70,000 people. 4,000 young 
people will be confirmed.  The church 
here is growing rapidly yet also faces 
challenges with a message from certain 
religious groups that says prosperity 
and God’s blessing can be yours if you 
pay a fee.  The message of the 
Reformation that God’s liberating 
grace is free, no exceptions, is a word 
the Lutheran Church in Tanzania is 
working hard to share.  

I’ll have a chance to meet with a group 
of more than 200 Tanzanian pastors, 

I was interested in the following piece I 
received on the internet from Luther 
Seminary in St. Paul.  It tells about  
work that is being done there in 
developing a new vision for the 
Seminary and also about what the 
President, Robin Steinke, encountered 
when she traveled to Tanzania.  
Perhaps you will find it interesting too.  

God is calling us to lead faithful 
innovation 

“The Holy Spirit Calls Luther Seminary 
to lead faithful innovation for the sake 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ in a 
rapidly changing world.”  

Our new vision statement emerged 
following months of deep conversation 
and engagement with the story in Acts 
16:6-15 and with both internal and 
external constituencies.  We have been 
wondering, thinking, praying and 
imagining as a community where God’s 
Holy Spirit is leading us to better serve 
the mission needs of the church.  

FROM OUR MISSION INTERPRETER… By Lois Stratmoen 

It started with a random drawing of a 
name.  The highlighted ministry that 
Sunday was Prayer Partners for high 
school seniors.  Although he wasn’t 
much of a “pray-er”, he was moved to 
draw a name.  Thus the connection 
began.  He noticed his name in the 
newspaper.  He was a football player. 
He was a good football player.  In fact, 
he was spectacular.  At one point in the 
season this young man was injured. 
Despite his injury, he continued to play 
football.  

The man recognized the agony of 
playing in the kind pain that his prayer 
partner was likely experiencing since he 
himself has lived with chronic back 
pain for years and years.  With the 

memory of the excruciating pain of his 
most recent surgery, knowing what it’s 
like to live through pain, he admires his 
prayer partner for his effort.  He prays 
for healing for this young man.  The 
man wants to tell everyone about this 
guy who excelled in a sport and 
accomplished so much as a leader for 
his team.  He prays for strength and 
courage for him.  The man hopes to 
meet him one day to tell him how very 
proud he is of him. 

This remarkable connection through 
prayer illustrates the Sacred Space that 
occurs when God becomes part of our 
relationships.  The BeFriender logo 
with its intersecting circles and cross in 
the center provides a visual of this 
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deacons and lay 
evangelists to 
learn how they are 
responding to their contextual realities.  
Their leadership in evangelizing and 
sharing the Gospel with their 
neighbors will be an important learning 
which I will bring back to our context.  
I am already hearing from some of 
them how important our free resources 
- Working Preacher, Enter the Bible 
and God Pause - help them to engage 
the study of scripture each week as 
they prepare to lead bible studies and 
preach.  There is a wide network of lay 
evangelists and deacons who are 
hungry for theological education.  Our 
resources help address this hunger.  
Thank you for your support which 
keeps Working Preacher resources 
available to reach people in all corners 
of the world.  

Robin Steinke, President 
Luther Seminary 

St. Paul, Minnesota 

relationship.  God is 
present as two people interact in the 
relationship.  As we approach the 
holiday season, allow Sacred Space to 
become part of your relationships with 
family, neighbors, friends, coworkers 
and even people you’ve never met.  Let 
our conversations and prayers reflect 
God in Jesus whose birth we celebrate. 

Christmas blessings from Bethel's Befrienders  

† 
A core Befriender principle: “God is present.”  
For more information, call Marci 
Groenewold, (507-649-0760), Knight 
Stanley (612-877-0893), Myrna 
Luehmann (507-951-7112) , or the 
Bethel office (786-6674).   

 



 

 

THE ANGEL OF GRACIOUS GRATITUDE 
By Bruce Roberts 

dark clouds of our country’s 
“disappearing churches”.  Have we lost 
our will to do anything to save the very 
source of renewal for our spirit?  It’s 
like a farmer who, for some mysterious 
reason, fails to save or order any seed 
corn and then wonders why his farm is 
up for auction in a year. 

We members of Bethel can look 
around and say to ourselves, “Decline?  
I don’t see any decline.”  If you do that, 
you would be right -- assuming that 
you are very “shortsighted”.    

As the positive forces of face-to-face 
churches decline, our country is loosing 
both our communal spiritual vitality 
and our critical daily-life experiences of 
democracy – changing our country as 
we know it. 

I read in the paper about a major new 
opera, “The Exterminating Angel”, 
that tells the story of a group of friends 
at a dinner party who have a plan but 
over time they lose their will to take 
action.   

This is scary stuff.  It mimics real life 
way too closely! 

The actors become psychologically, not 
physically, imprisoned.  The audience 
does not know why this is so, but there 
it is, an unseen internal force 
destroying the will to do what they 
must do.  A review of the opera tells 
how “the horror of the characters’ 
situation” grips the audience. 

Reading this review brought to mind 
my own lackadaisical attitude about the 
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Bethel can make a difference.  We have 
an exceptionally vibrant, loving and 
respectful-of-diversity membership.  
We are generally OK with engagement 
in real life to make things happen.  We 
are typically willing to go outside of 
ourselves as both Body of Christ 
individuals and a collective Body of 
Christ church -- reaching out to others 
and also learning from them.   

As we celebrate the joy of the 
Christmas message together, can we 
stir up the Angel of Gracious Gratitude 
as a meaning of the birth of Christ in 
each of us?  Can we find the will, 
together, to help renew the collective 
Body of Christ in our nation this 
Christmas?   

problems while positioning for the long
-term goals. 

During all of this activity, the 
congregation also continued to make 
other changes, too.  An updated picture 
directory, taking a more active role in 
the community “Meals on Wheels” 
program, starting a Justice Committee 
to sponsoring adult education and 
discussions on Sunday mornings, 
creating service groups including 
M.O.B. (Mothers of Bethel), ACTS 
(Adult Christians Together Socially), 
Heart to Heart, and Altar Guild.  The 
Senior High Youth collected food for 
the Northfield Food Shelf.  And two 
timely winter workshops were offered 
for both parents and teachers:  Parents 
Preparing for Adolescences, and How 
to Build Self-Esteem 

To respond to the surprising upturn in 
growth, a Growth Committee was 
formed with Jeanette Nelson and Lois 
Stratmoen as co-chairs.  What started 
as a team of two leaders then expanded 
to eleven others who invited seven 

CHAPTER 25 

The last chapter talked about Bethel’s 
enthusiasm to welcome more 
worshipers by enlarging and improving 
the worship space, enlarging the 
parking lot, and purchasing a new 
Holtkamp organ.  While several 
planned physical changes were actually 
happening, concurrently, there was also 
significant planning to improve 
Bethel’s financial and stewardship 
position, and maintain Bethel’s 
benevolences 

Bethel member Larry Petterson led a 
new committee for Growth Giving and 
Stewardship.  The committee proposed 
two items for the congregation to 
consider:  establish a five-year every 
member-giving program, and meet with 
local banks to discuss short-term loans.  

The proposals were rolled into a single 
motion, and when those in attendance 
voted the motion on, it passed with 63 
yes votes and 8 no votes.  Bethel was 
on its way to solving some short-term 

THE HISTORY OF BETHEL:  GROWTH 
By Noel Stratmoen 

others who invited 
forty-seven others 
with a goal to address 
all 175 total members 
focusing on 
committing energy, planning, and 
money  to support more building 
expansion.   

And the approach to Stewardship made 
a change too.  For the last five years of 
1980s, the congregation used the 
traditional pledge card, cottage 
meetings, and temple talks, and small 
groups to inform the congregation.  
During the same five years of the 
1980s, Bethel’s general budget 
increased 44 percent, from $131,000 to 
$189,160.  And the membership grew 
6%, from 1,239 members to 1,338. 

In the next chapter, we begin the 1990s 
and are looking forward to how Bethel 
will follow where God is leading. 

To be continued... 



 

 

FISCAL HEALTH as of October 31, 2017 
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Operating Income, Expenses and Net Income 
The good news first!:  In October and YTD, our income has exceeded our actual and budgeted expenses.  The "not-so-good 
news" second:  YTD through October, offerings are still running $35k below budget. As of November 19th, we are a little closer, 
at $27k below budget. 
Compared to Budget: October income was $81k, which is $2k above our seasonally adjusted budget. YTD income is $705k vs. 
our seasonally adjusted budget of $740k (-5%).  
YTD expenses are $700k compared to budget of $773k.  Assumptions in the budget that have changed and/or not happened in 
2017 include: not hiring a 3rd service worship coordinator position, IT support has been done by a volunteer, and spending on 
natural gas has been lower than expected. 
YTD Net income is $4,428. We planned to have a net loss of $34k as spending ramps up faster than offerings do at the beginning 
of our school year programming. 
Compared to Last Year: YTD income is at $705k, which is $4k above last year. Expenses are $12k less than last year. Net in-
come is $4k this year compared to a net loss of $12k last year.  
Mortgage/Roof Repair:  After the October payment (which included $1,220 in additional principal payments) our principal bal-
ance was $347k.  As of November 19th, we collected $26,693 to repair the roof in the 
staff wing. Work has begun to make the needed repairs.  
Forecast:  For the remainder of 2017 we have assumed offerings continue to trend 
slightly lower than our average YTD and budget managers are being prudent with their 
spending to remain in a net income position at the end of the year. With the infor-
mation we have now, we forecast a net income of just over $10k. 

Nichole Porath, 
Director of Finance 

786-6687 
nporath@bethelnorthfield.org 

Bethel Lutheran Church 

Fiscal Health as of October 31, 2017 

    
ACTUAL Oct 

2017 

YEAR TO DATE 2017 

    
Actual Budget 

Fav (Unfav)  
Variance Forecast Annual Budget 

Pos. (Neg.)  
Variance 

Income           

  Total Operating Income  $81,001   $704,644   $739,580   $(34,936)  $869,400   $930,000   $(60,600) 

  
Thrivent Mortgage Income:  All mortgage gifts 
received  1,220   79,870   40,000   39,870   79,870   40,000   39,870  

  Total Income  $82,221   $784,514   $779,580   $4,934   $949,270   $970,000   $(20,730) 

Expenses           

  Personnel  57,576   542,627   587,500   44,873   656,400   705,000   48,600  

  Benevolence  10,800   52,617   46,045   (6,572)  60,600   60,600   -    

  Trustee  3,391   58,010   69,565   11,555   72,000   80,706   8,706  

  Youth Formation  (299)  23,103   34,422   11,319   36,000   40,850   4,850  

  Administration  (1,495)  12,516   22,270   9,754   18,000   26,734   8,734  

  Worship  140   3,006   4,610   1,604   4,850   5,550   700  

  Adult Formation  400   3,148   3,400   252   4,315   4,085   (230) 

  Stewardship  308   3,515   3,580   65   4,310   4,300   (10) 

  Membership  (130)  13   580   567   700   700   -    

  Congregational Life (negative denotes income)  613   1,658   1,230   (428)  1,825   1,475   (350) 

  Total Operating Expense  $71,305   $700,216   $773,202   $72,986   $859,000   $930,000   $71,000  

  
Thrivent Mortgage Payments: Scheduled P & I 
+ Principal Gifts  4,500   73,310   40,000   (33,310)  79,870   40,000   (39,870) 

  Total Expenses  $75,805   $773,526   $813,202   $39,676   $938,870   $970,000   $31,130  

Net Operating Income (Loss)- excludes mort-  $9,696   $4,428   $(33,622)  $38,050   $10,400   0*   $10,400  

Net Income (Loss) - includes mortgage  $6,416   $10,988   $(33,622)  $44,610   $10,400   0*   $10,400  

           

  *We always budget our income to meet ex-               



 

 

BETHEL STAFF 
Timothy McDermott, Senior Pastor ................................. 786-6674 ........... tmcdermott@bethelnorthfield.org 
Becca Wold Freeman, Associate Pastor ........................... 786-6674 ........... rwoldfreeman@bethelnorthfield.org  
Megan Engel, Director of Music and Worship ............... 786-8874 ........... mengel@bethelnorthfield.org 
Barb Farmer, Director of Youth Ministries ..................... 786-8877 ........... bfarmer@bethelnorthfield.org 
Pam Vig, Director of Children’s Ministries ..................... 786-8878 ........... pvig@bethelnorthfield.org 
Juley Jenkinson, Nursery Coordinator .............................. 786-6674 ........... jjenkinson@bethelnorthfield.org 
Kristin Haines, Office Administrator ............................... 786-8876 ........... khaines@bethelnorthfield.org  
Nichole Porath, Director of Finance ................................ 786-6687 ........... nporath@bethelnorthfield.org 
Alice Carson, Payroll and Benefits Coordinator ............. 786-8986 ........... acarson@bethelnorthfield.org 
Krista Sorenson, Children/Youth/Family Min. Asst.. .. 786-8973 ........... ksorenson@bethelnorthfield.org 
Candy Nordine, Secretary/Receptionist - T, W, F ......... 786-6674 ........... cnordine@bethelnorthfield.org 
Barb Henwood, Secretary/Receptionist - M, Th ............ 786-6674 ........... bhenwood@bethelnorthfield.org 
Lisa McDermott, Newsletter Editor .................................  ........................... lmcdermott@bethelnorthfield.org 
Church Library .....................................................................  ........................... library@bethelnorthfield.org 

Brent Kivell, Custodian 
Larry Narhi, Custodian 
Blair Fowler, Building Manager 
Dan Nelson, Interim A/V Room Manager 

Dan Kallman, Adult Choir Director 
Kristin Kivell, Carol and Alleluia Choirs Director 
Jill Mahr, Youth Handbell Director 
Christina Schwietz, Kindergarten Choir Director 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE OCTOBER 
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING… 

BETHEL CHURCH COUNCIL 
Brian Jermeland, President - bjermeland@charter.net 

Jill Fisher Trustee - jillsberyl@gmail.com 

Kevin Fink, Financial Officer - kpfink@outlook.com 

Bruce Santerre, Personnel Officer - bsanterre@charter.net 

Randy Peterson, Steward - randypeterson221@gmail.com 

Zach Bahler, At Large for Mission & Justice - 
zachary.j.bahler@gmail.com 

Sarah Marohl, At Large for Visual Arts - 
smarohl@hotmail.com 

Wade Schulz, At Large for Kitchen Committee - 
woodyschulz@gmail.com 

Jen Rauk, At Large - jbrauk02@me.com 
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Kevin Fink shared with the Council that as of 
09/30/2017m we are behind $8k. 

Website rebuild is in it’s final stages and will continue to 
be a work in progress.   

Roof repair over the staff wing is slated to begin October 
23.  Brent Kivell and Larry Narhi have started 
demolition in the office that was most affected by the 
leak.  

Creation Care will be expanding composting to the 
Fireside Room and Youth Room. 

Bruce Santerre and Wade Schulz will represent council on 
the Nominating Committee. 

FESTIVAL OF NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS 
The I Cantanti Chamber Choirs of 
Northfield, directed by Bethelite 
Wayne Kivell, will present a Festival of 
Nine Lessons and Carols at St. Luke’s 
Church, 1100 9th Ave SW in Faribault 
on Sunday, December 3, at 7 p.m. 

Modeled after the annual Christmas 
Eve performance at Kings College in 
Cambridge, England, the concert 
features nine Biblical readings 

recounting the Christmas story from 
Old and New Testament readings. 
Each reading is followed by choral 
selections or carols which elaborate the 
text.  

Both I Cantanti (the mixed choir) and 
Le Donne (the women’s choir) will 
perform.  There are also opportunities 
for the audience to sing along on 
familiar carols.  This year’s concert will 

feature music by Boris Ord, Hans Leo 
Hassler, John Joubert, Stephen 
Cleobury, John Seagard, Richard 
Proulx, Ed Fissinger, Peter Warlock, 
Ralph Vaughan Williams, and 
Elizabeth Alexander.  Accompaniment 
will be provided by organ, piano, flute 
and oboe. 

A free-will exit offering will be taken. 



 

 

 December 3 December 10 December 17 December 24 December 31 

Assist. Minister  
(8:30 a.m.) 

Carol Lysne n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Assist. Minister  
(10:45 a.m.) 

Eric Lundin n/a n/a 10 a.m. - Marci 
Groenewold 

10 a.m. - Carol Lysne 

Reader (8:30 a.m.) Wayne Kivell Jim Holden Bethel Youth n/a n/a 

Reader (10:45 a.m.) Sarah Marohl Alyce Nelson Bethel Youth 10 a.m. - Ann Etter 10 a.m. - Wayne 
Kivell 

Acolytes (8:30 a.m.) Claire  Casson, 
Max Casson 

Kate Gansen, 
Teagan Jaynes 

Two needed n/a n/a 

Acolytes (10:45 a.m.) Nicholas Eschen,  
Alex Schuster 

Josh Kraby,  
Noa Marohl 

Two needed 10 a.m. - Two needed 10 a.m. - Two needed 

Sacramental 
Ministers (8:30 a.m.) 

Connie DeGrote, 
Merry Hoekstra, Kitty 
Runzheimer, Wayne 
Kivell, Doug Casson 

n/a Bethel Youth n/a n/a 

Sacramental 
Ministers (10:45 a.m.) 

n/a Baptism n/a Bethel Youth 10 a.m. - Marci 
Groenewold, Abbie 
Meierbachtol, Sandy 
Reiman, Wayne 
Kivell, one needed 

10 a.m. - Sandy 
Reiman, Michael 
Sparby, Candy 
Nordine, two needed 

Ushers (8:30 a.m.) Dale Turnacliff, Bob 
Vanderhoof, Harley 
Foster, Daryl Kuyper 

Gordon & Marilyn 
Kelley, Dave & Char 
Jacobsen 

Bethel Youth n/a n/a 

Ushers (10:45 a.m.) Steve & Carol O’Neill, 
two needed 

Gerry & Carol 
Gengenbach, Ben 
Chadwick, Kay 
Gredvig 

Bethel Youth 10 a.m. - Steve 
Meierbachtol, Kyle 
Nordine, Roger 
Glasgow, one needed 

10 a.m. - Mark Etzell, 
one needed 

Nametags (8:30 a.m.) Ryan, Gabe & Ben Bob & Donna Tim Valley & Chris n/a n/a 

Nametags 
(10:45 a.m.) 

Eric & Amanda Sieger Dave & Char 
Jacobsen 

Brenda Atzinger, 
Bonnie Gretz 

10 a.m. - Barb 
Henwood, Alyssa 
Bauer 

10 a.m. - Sarah 
Koehler, Candy 
Nordine  

Greeters (8:30 a.m.) Bonnie Gretz, Lois 
Cary 

Bonnie Gretz, Barb 
Henwood 

Dave & Char 
Jacobsen 

n/a n/a 

Greeters (10:45 a.m.) Brenda Atzinger, Ben 
Martig 

Randy & Cindy 
Baumgartner 

Dave & Char 
Jacobsen 

10 a.m. - Iver & Ina 
Christopherson 

10 a.m. - Scott 
Koehler, Mark Etzell 

Coffee Servers Bob & Donna 
Vanderhoof, Bill & Lu 
Lindstrom, Clark & 
Lois Cary, Dave & 
Shari Holman, 
Wendell Arneson & 
Beth Christensen, 
Darin & Amy 
Christianson 

Chris Valek & Tim 
Valley, Martig family, 
Owen & Myrna 
Mibus, Tom & Lisa 
Anderson, Mark 
Etzell, Ben & Miles 
Martig 

Bonnie Gretz, Bill & 
Lu Lindstrom, Dave 
& Shari Holman, Ted 
& Barb Henwood, 
Barry & Cindy 
Carlson, Rod & Jean 
Miller 

n/a Ted & Barb 
Henwood, Paula 
Mathison, Betty 
Olson, Liz & James 
Martig, Rose 
Turnacliff, Ruthe 
Sherman 
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DECEMBER WORSHIP SERVANTS 



 

 

Bethel Lutheran Church is a body of  believers redeemed by Christ who 

Call and welcome all people; 

Act to serve our neighbors in need; 

Respond with God’s love to one another; and 

Encourage spiritual growth. 
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December 3 December 10 December 17 December 24 December 31 

Altar Care Rose & Dale Turnacliff n/a Jerry & Andra Hamilton The McDermott 
family 

Carol Lysne 

Communion  
Angels 

One needed n/a Carol Cole Elaine & Jann Deim, 
Orpah Johnson 

Candy Nordine 

A/V (8:30 a.m.) Lucas Hoekstra 
1 needed 

Sebastian Jenkinson, A 
Mack Haines, V 

Andrew Baumgartner, A 
Madeline McDermott, V 

n/a n/a 

A/V (10:45 a.m.) Madeline McDermott, A 
Will Schuerman, V 

Andrew Baumgarter, A 
Ryan Mibus, V 

Lucas Hoekstra, A 
Ryan Mibus, V 

10 a.m. - Madeline 
McDermott, A 
Mack Haines, V 

10 a.m. - Mack Haines 
1 needed 

Service Group Chairperson:  Ben & Liz Martig, 507-829-8649 

DECEMBER WORSHIP SERVANTS 

 Assisting 
Minister 

Reader Sacramental 
Ministers 

Ushers Altar Care AV Room Nametags/
Greeters 

Sunday, 
December 
24, 3 p.m. 

one needed Jared Plotz n/a 6 needed n/a Sebastian 
Jenkinson, A 
Andrew 
Baumgartner, V 

NT-Barb 
Henwood, Kendra 
Martin 
GR-Rick & Deb 
Roberts 

Sunday, 
December 
24, 4:30 p.m. 

one needed Dottie 
Hammer 

n/a 6 needed n/a 2 needed NT– Dottie 
Hammer, Kendra 
Martin 
GR– Mac & Jackie 
Gimse 

Sunday, 
December 
24, 6 p.m. 

Anton 
Armstrong 

Maryann Kaul Marci 
Groenewold, 
Wayne Kivell, Dot 
Swanson, Kitty 
Runzheimer, three 
needed 

4 needed one needed 2 needed NT– Kerstin 
Cardenas, Mari 
Arneson 
GR– Wendell 
Arneson, Beth 
Christensen 

Monday, 
December 
25, 10 a.m. 

one needed Marci 
Groenewold 

5 needed 2 needed one needed Lucas Hoekstra 
1 needed 

n/a 
 

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SERVANTS 
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Discipleship through Spiritual Growth ~ Discipleship through Spiritual Growth ~ Discipleship through Spiritual Growth 

JOIN US FOR ADULT ED THIS WINTER! 
church. For more information, contact 
Wayne Kivell.  

Bethel Enneagram Group ~ 9:30-
10:30 a.m., in the Fireside Room.   
The December meeting is cancelled.  
We will reconvene on Thursday, 
January 11, at 9:30 a.m. in the Fireside 
Room.  The topic will be The 
Enneagram and Grace: 9 Journeys to 
Divine Presence, a CD lecture series by 
Fr Richard Rohr and Russ Hudson.  
Questions?  Contact Pam Santerre at 
651-335-3465. 

 

FRIDAYS 

The Bethel WoW (Women of the 
Word) Bible Study group ~ in the 
Youth Room, 8:30-10:15 a.m. weekly. 
WoW finished a study of Isaiah in 
November and will take a break during 
the month of December.  The group 
will meet next on January 5, 2018 and 
will begin James:  Mercy Triumphs by 
Beth Moore.  Childcare can be 
arranged by contacting Myrna 
Luehmann at (507) 951-7112.  

 

All of these discipleship opportunities 
welcome you to attend regularly, or as 
your schedule allows.  If you would like 
to lead a group or have a good idea for 
a class or topic, please contact the 
church office. 

MONDAYS 

Martha Circle ~ 9:30 a.m. on the third 
Monday of each month in the Fireside Room. 

Monday Evening Women’s Study 
~ every other Monday, 7-8:30 p.m., Wanda 
Playter’s house.  
The group is using the Beth Moore 
Bible study called Stepping Up – A 
Journey through the Psalms of Ascent.  For 
more information please contact 
Wanda or the church office. 

 

TUESDAYS 

Lois Circle ~ 12 p.m. on the fourth 
Tuesday of each month in the Youth Room. 

Lydia Circle~ 7 p.m. on the second 
Tuesday of each month in the Fireside Room.  

 

THURSDAYS 

FaB ~ in the Fireside Room, 8:15-
9:15 a.m. weekly. 
FAB is reading Radical Spirit: 12 Ways 
To Live a Free and Authentic Life by 
Joan Chittister.  For more information, 
please contact Judy Narhi, 663-9080, or 
Kitty Runzheimer, 645-2245. 

Men Of Bethel ~ in Room 62, 8:30-
9:30 a.m. weekly.   
On November 30 and December 7, 
Keith Homstad will talk about and 
show slides of his trip to Wittenberg, 
Germany and the 500th anniversary of 
the Reformation.  Beginning December 
14, MOB will begin a study of Here I 
Stand: A Life of Martin Luther, by Roland 
Bainton, an authoritative biography of 
Luther, who entered a monastery and 
shattered the structure of the medieval 

New members and drop-ins are always 
welcome at our adult education 
opportunities.  Look for a complete 
listing of all of our groups in the Adult 
Formation booklet on the Information 
Station.  Here is a list of our weekly 
and monthly groups: 

SUNDAY EDUCATION HOUR 
9:45-10:30 a.m. 

Bethel U ~ in various locations  
Bethel U is our offering on Sunday 
mornings for Bethel 8th-12th graders 
and adults together.  Look for the 
current Bethel U catalogue on the 
Information Station today.  (The 
January-February Bethel U catalogue will 
be available on December 10.)  Classes 
in December: 

Explore: The Music of Advent 
and Christmas ~ with Steve 
Amundson, Anton  Armstrong, Dan 
Kallman and Tim Mahr, in the CLC  

Faith and Holiday Stress~ with Bill 
Hoekstra, Eric Lundin, and Steve O’Neill 
in the Youth Room 

Preparing Our Hearts ~ in the 
Fireside Room 

December 3: Turning Towards the 
Light, with Pam Santerre 

December 10: Invite Christ to Dwell 
in Your Heart, with Ben Chadwick 

December 17: Contemplative 
Waiting, with Barb Holm 

Membership Matters ~ in the CLC 
with church staff, in April, noon ~ If you 
are considering membership at Bethel, 
this pizza lunch and information 
session can help answer your questions.  
Childcare is provided.   

The Bethel Banner is published monthly as a ministry of Bethel Lutheran Church of Northfield, Minnesota.  The 
congregation is invited to submit articles to the church office.  Articles are due by the 15th of each month.  Questions, 
suggestions, or comments?  Contact editor Lisa McDermott at lmcdermott@bethelnorthfield.org, by phone at 645-0740, or 
call the church office at 786-6674. 



 

 

CALENDAR - DECEMBER 2017 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 2 

3 

8:30 a.m. Worship 

9:30 a.m. Coffee & 
Fellowship 

9:45 a.m. Sunday 
School & Bethel U 

10:45 a.m. Worship 

12 p.m. New Member 
Reception  

4 

11:30 a.m. 
WELCA  
Potluck Lunch 
with Senior 
Friends 

3:30 p.m. 
Northfield 
Youth Choir  

5 

1:30 p.m. Bethel 
Staff meeting 

7 p.m. 
Stewardship 
Committee 
meeting  

6 

3:30 p.m. BAM 

5:30 p.m. Bistro 

5:30 p.m. 6th Grade 
Connections 

6:15 p.m. Ring Forth  

7 p.m. Adult Bell Choir  

7 p.m. Confirmation class 

7 p.m. Hi-League 

7:15 p.m. Adult Choir  

8 p.m. Brio   

7 

8:15 a.m. FAB  

8:30 a.m. MoB 

12:30 p.m. 
Troubadour 
Rehearsal 

5 p.m. Personnel 
Committee 
meeting 

7 p.m. Boy 
Scouts - Troop 
344  

8 

11:30 a.m. 
STARs at the 
Kings Room 

9 

2 p.m. Lefse 
Event with 
Northfield 
Retirement 
Community  

10 

8:30 a.m. Worship 

9:30 a.m. Coffee & 
Fellowship 

9:45 a.m. Sunday 
School & Bethel U 

10:45 a.m. Worship 

5:30 p.m. High School 
Girls Swim Banquet  

11 

6 p.m. Face It 
Men's Group  

12 

1:30 p.m. Bethel 
Staff meeting 

7 p.m. Finance 
Committee 
meeting 

7 p.m. Lydia 
Circle  

13 

3:30 p.m. BAM 

5:30 p.m. Bistro 

6:15 p.m. Ring Forth 

7 p.m. Adult Bell Choir  

7 p.m. Confirmation class 

7 p.m. Hi-League 

7:15 p.m. Adult Choir  

8 p.m. Brio   

14 

8:15 a.m. FAB  

8:30 a.m. MoB 

12:30 p.m. 
Troubadour 
Rehearsal 

7 p.m. Church 
Council meeting  

15 16 

17 

8:30 a.m. Worship 

9:30 a.m. Coffee & 
Fellowship 

9:45 a.m. Sunday 
School & Bethel U 

10:45 a.m. Worship 

5:30 p.m. Dan Kallman 
Prison Choir 
rehearsal  

18 19 

1:30 p.m. Bethel 
Staff meeting 

6:30 p.m. Girl 
Scouts  

20 

7:15 p.m. Adult Choir  

 

21 

8:15 a.m. FAB  

8:30 a.m. MoB 

12:30 p.m. 
Troubadour 
Rehearsal 

7 p.m. Boy 
Scouts - Troop 
344  

22 23 

24 

10 a.m. Worship 

3 p.m. Christmas Eve 
Worship 

4:30 p.m. Christmas 
Eve Worship 

6 p.m. Christmas Eve 
Worship  

 
31 

10 a.m. Worship 

25 

10 a.m. 
Christmas Day 
Worship  

26 

9 a.m. Bethel 
Mission 
Quilters 

1:30 p.m. Bethel 
Staff meeting  

27 

 

28 

8:15 a.m. FAB  

8:30 a.m. MoB 

12:30 p.m. 
Troubadour 
Rehearsal 

5 p.m. Thursday's 
Table  

7 p.m. Boy 
Scouts - Troop 
344  

29 30 

https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/257260748/2017-12-03
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/236580395/2017-12-03
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/236580395/2017-12-03
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265041416/2017-12-03
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265041416/2017-12-03
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265041255/2017-12-03
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265041518/2017-12-03
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265041518/2017-12-03
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265564519/2017-12-04
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265564519/2017-12-04
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265564519/2017-12-04
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265564519/2017-12-04
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265393507/2017-12-04
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265393507/2017-12-04
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265393507/2017-12-04
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265356579/2017-12-05
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265356579/2017-12-05
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/263774849/2017-12-05
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/263774849/2017-12-05
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/263774849/2017-12-05
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/263774849/2017-12-05
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265041291/2017-12-06
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265041299/2017-12-06
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265042238/2017-12-06
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265041273/2017-12-06
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265041401/2017-12-06
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265041409/2017-12-06
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265041264/2017-12-06
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265042244/2017-12-06
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/264456648/2017-12-07
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265325891/2017-12-07
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265491378/2017-12-07
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265491378/2017-12-07
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265491378/2017-12-07
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/258551634/2017-12-07
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/258551634/2017-12-07
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/258551634/2017-12-07
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/264784025/2017-12-07
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/264784025/2017-12-07
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/264784025/2017-12-07
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265389775/2017-12-08
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265389775/2017-12-08
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265389775/2017-12-08
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265041558/2017-12-09
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265041558/2017-12-09
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265041558/2017-12-09
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265041558/2017-12-09
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265041558/2017-12-09
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/257260748/2017-12-10
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/236580395/2017-12-10
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/236580395/2017-12-10
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265041416/2017-12-10
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265041416/2017-12-10
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265041255/2017-12-10
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265567286/2017-12-10
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265567286/2017-12-10
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265524132/2017-12-11
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265524132/2017-12-11
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265356579/2017-12-12
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265356579/2017-12-12
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/259000801/2017-12-12
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/259000801/2017-12-12
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/259000801/2017-12-12
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265364853/2017-12-12
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265364853/2017-12-12
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265041291/2017-12-13
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265041299/2017-12-13
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265042238/2017-12-13
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265041273/2017-12-13
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265041401/2017-12-13
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265041409/2017-12-13
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265041264/2017-12-13
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265042244/2017-12-13
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/264456648/2017-12-07
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265325891/2017-12-07
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265491378/2017-12-14
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265491378/2017-12-14
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265491378/2017-12-14
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/229934916/2017-12-14
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/229934916/2017-12-14
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/257260748/2017-12-17
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/236580395/2017-12-17
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/236580395/2017-12-17
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265041416/2017-12-17
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265041416/2017-12-17
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265041255/2017-12-17
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265590928/2017-12-17
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265590928/2017-12-17
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265590928/2017-12-17
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265356579/2017-12-19
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265356579/2017-12-19
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265124793/2017-12-19
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265124793/2017-12-19
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265041264/2017-12-20
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/264456648/2017-12-07
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265325891/2017-12-07
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265491378/2017-12-21
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265491378/2017-12-21
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265491378/2017-12-21
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/264784025/2017-12-21
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/264784025/2017-12-21
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/264784025/2017-12-21
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265041803/2017-12-24
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265041806/2017-12-24
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265041806/2017-12-24
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265041809/2017-12-24
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265041809/2017-12-24
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265041810/2017-12-24
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265041810/2017-12-24
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265041803/2017-12-24
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265041590/2017-12-25
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265041590/2017-12-25
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265041590/2017-12-25
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/257790391/2017-12-26
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/257790391/2017-12-26
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/257790391/2017-12-26
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265356579/2017-12-26
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265356579/2017-12-26
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/264456648/2017-12-07
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265325891/2017-12-07
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265491378/2017-12-28
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265491378/2017-12-28
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/265491378/2017-12-28
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/264749127/2017-12-28
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/264749127/2017-12-28
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/264784025/2017-12-28
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/264784025/2017-12-28
https://921291.view-events.com/calendar/921291/event/264784025/2017-12-28
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The Stewardship Team is offering the 
opportunity for Bethel members to 
read the book, Your New Money 
Mindset by Thrivent CEO, Brad 
Hewitt and James Moline.  About 60 
Bethel members have already taken a 
book and participated in the Bethel U 
class.  Each month, we will print a 
short excerpt in the monthly Banner to 
generate reflections on this year’s 
stewardship theme, Living 
Generously: 

The authors list three reasons the 
journey of exploring the relationship of 

FROM OUR STEWARDSHIP TEAM 
faith and finance is incredibly 
important to all of us:   

1) Jesus makes money a crucial 
topic. It’s impossible to miss in 
Scripture how often Jesus talks 
about our unhealthy relationship 
with money and how easily we 
make money an idol that usurps 
the place of more important things.   

2) The journey will change you.  
No matter where you are on the 
socioeconomic ladder we will show 
you how to thrive personally, as a 
family unit and as an active part of 
the community.  

3) The transformation you 
experience will change the 
world.  We envision a world of 
human flourishing where both a 
financial sense of well-being and a 
joyful generosity prevail. 


