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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT BETHEL 
ELW SETTING FOUR 

+ indicates to stand in body or spirit; bold print indicates congregational responses 
 

 GATHERING  
 

PRELUDE  (8:30) “Ode to Joy” -  arr. Kathleen Wissinger 
    
WORDS OF WELCOME 
 

+ CALL TO WORSHIP Drawing from Easter prayers around the world, across time and beyond schism— 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God,  
who creates, saves, and sends us  
with love that lives forever. Amen. 
 
Jesus, we believe that you are living. 
The steps you took before, we are taking now. 
Your resurrection is present in each one of your children who rises up.  
Grant us grace to receive Jesus Christ in every person 
and to be Jesus Christ to every person. 
 

In the service of your kingdom,  
grant us the peace that we may have  
and show us the peace we should seek. 
Give us the strength to do without  
the peace we must forgo for Jesus’ sake.   
 

Christ is in the midst of us! 
He is, and ever shall be! Amen.  

 
+ GATHERING HYMN “Christ is Alive!  Let Christians Sing!” ELW #389 (Stanzas 1,3,5) 
 

+ APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
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+ CANTICLE OF PRAISE “This is the Feast of Victory” ELW pg. 149 
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 WORD  

FIRST READING    ACTS 9:1-6 [7-20] 

 

A reading from the 9th chapter of Acts.  
 

1Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 
2and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged  
to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3Now as he was going along 
and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4He fell to the 
ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 5He asked,  
“Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6But get up and 
enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” [7The men who were traveling with him 
stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one. 8Saul got up from the ground,  
and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought 
him into Damascus. 9For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 
  10Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, 
“Ananias.” He answered, “Here I am, Lord.” 11The Lord said to him, “Get up and go to the street 
called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment  
he is praying, 12and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him 
so that he might regain his sight.” 13But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about 
this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; 14and here he has authority from 
the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name.” 15But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is  
an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before  
the people of Israel; 16I myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” 
17So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul,  
the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain  
your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18And immediately something like scales fell from  
his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, 19and after taking some 
food, he regained his strength.  
  For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, 20and immediately he began to proclaim 
Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.”] 
 

The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM  PSALM 30 
 

1I will exalt you, O LORD, because you have lifted me up 

  and have not let my enemies triumph over me. 

 2O LORD my God, I cried out to you, 

  and you restored me to health. 

 3You brought me up, O LORD, from the dead; 

  you restored my life as I was going down to the grave. 

 4Sing praise to the LORD, all you faithful; 

  give thanks in holy remembrance.  
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 5God’s wrath is short; God’s favor lasts a lifetime. 

  Weeping spends the night, but joy comes in the morning. 

 6While I felt secure, I said, 

  “I shall never be disturbed. 

 7You, LORD, with your favor, made me as strong as the mountains.” 

  Then you hid your face, and I was filled with fear. 

 8I cried to you, O LORD; 

  I pleaded with my Lord, saying, 

 9“What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the pit? 

  Will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness? 

 10Hear, O LORD, and have mercy upon me; 

  O LORD, be my helper.”  

 11You have turned my wailing into dancing; 

  you have put off my sackcloth and clothed me with joy. 

 12Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing; 

  O LORD my God, I will give you thanks forever.  
 

SECOND READING  REVELATION 5:11-14 
 

A reading from the 5th chapter of Revelation. 
 

11Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the living 
creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands,  
12singing with full voice,  
 “Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered 
 to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might 
 and honor and glory and blessing!” 
13Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea,  
and all that is in them, singing,  
 “To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb 
 be blessing and honor and glory and might 
 forever and ever!” 
14And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the elders fell down and worshiped. 

 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

+ GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  ELW page 151 
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+ HOLY GOSPEL   JOHN 21:1-19 as told in the Growing in God’s Love Story Bible 
 

The Gospel according to John, the 21st chapter.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Have you ever been given a difficult job? Were you afraid you wouldn’t be able to do it? In this 
story, Jesus gives Peter a hard job to do, but it is important work for God.  
  After Jesus came back to life on Easter, he liked to spend time with his friends. One morning, 
after he made them breakfast on the lakeshore, Jesus asked, “Peter, do you love me?”  
  Peter was surprised at Jesus’ question because he had been with Jesus from the beginning.  
  “Yes, Jesus, I love you!” said Peter.  
  “Feed my sheep, the people I love,” Jesus said to Peter.  
  Then Jesus asked a second time, “Peter, do you love me?”  
  “Yes, Jesus, I love you very much!” Peter answered.  
  Jesus told him again, “Take care of my sheep, the people I love.”  
  Then Jesus asked a third time, “Peter, do you love me?”  
  Now Peter was really wondering if Jesus had heard his answer. And he said, “My teacher,  
you know all about me. You know that I love you and trust you.”  
  “Feed my sheep, the people I love,” said Jesus. 

 
The Gospel of our Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
CHILDREN’S HOMILY 
 
HOMILY 
 
+ HYMN OF THE DAY  “To Be Your Presence”  ELW #546 
 
VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION LITURGY      (8:30)  
 

We are truly blessed by God and enriched at Bethel 
by the many people who volunteer their time and their talent  
in small and large ways to build up the body of Christ  
and to share God’s love with our neighbors near and far. 
 

Paul tells us that there are varieties of gifts and varieties of activities,  
but it is the same Spirit who activates all of them. 
There is no insignificant work that is done among us.  
All our efforts are important ways  
by which we live out and are blessed in our baptismal callings   
and by which our ministry flourishes. 
 

Today we recognize the work that is done by so many faithful and dedicated people,  
giving thanks to God for God’s help and guidance,  
and for making the Spirit manifest among us in such a variety of ways. 
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 (Don’t be modest – all volunteers stand in body or spirit!) 

 

It is not only what you do,  
but how you connect and love  
that can transform a role or task  
into a gift from God.  
 

God bless your duty and joy for this community and the impact you can have.  
God bless your showing up and the details of your doing.  
God bless your willingness to fail and learn from the process.  
God bless your humility and humor in the heart of what you do best.  
God bless your flexibility about the details and outcome alike.  
God bless your observations about who else might be invited to help.  
God bless your stepping back so another can participate more fully.  
God bless your openness to a process of becoming together.  
For these are gifts from God. And so are you. 
 

(Volunteers may sit.) 
 
Almighty God, you have called us into fellowship  
as a community of Christ in this place,  
and you have blessed us and enriched our lives through your Word and the sacraments.  
You strengthen and inspire us with your Holy Spirit  
to live lives of mutual love and service to the world.  
For all this, and, above all, for the gift of your Son and our salvation,  
we give our heartfelt thanks and praise.  
We give you thanks, O Lord. 
 

For those who lead and those who follow;  
for councils and committees and chairs: 
We give you thanks, O Lord. 
 

For prophets and seers, for the teachers and preachers and aides 
in Confirmation and Bethel U, 
at Hangtime and on trips, 
in Sunday School and Limitless classrooms: 
We give you thanks, O Lord. 
 

For those who plan and those who guide;  
for those with wisdom and those with inspiration: 
We give you thanks, O Lord. 
 

For ushers and greeters, for assisting ministers and readers,  
for acolytes and sacramental ministers, for musicians and choirs: 
We give you thanks, O Lord. 
 

For bread bakers and altar guild, 
for those who tend to aesthetics and those who tend to logistics: 
We give you thanks, O Lord. 
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For those who make coffee and bring treats,  
for those who prepare meals and those who wash up: 
We give you thanks, O Lord. 
 

For cleaners and dusters, for maintainers and fixers,  
for those who send zoom links and those who set up tables and chairs: 
We give you thanks, O Lord. 
 

For the helpers who answer phones and greet visitors with a smile,  
for counters and record keepers, for letter editors and envelope stuffers: 
We give you thanks, O Lord. 
 

For those who represent the church at Habitat construction sites,  
stocking food shelves or sorting clothes for the CAC,  
or through care packages for TORCH alumni; 
for makers of crosses and quilts, 
for those who write cards or bring meals, 
for those who visit and for those who call: 
We give you thanks, O Lord. 
 

For the fellowship and prayer that supports and undergirds all our efforts, 
We give you thanks, O Lord. 
 

Almighty God, by the power of the Spirit  
you have knit these your servants into the one body of Christ.  
Look with favor upon them in their commitment to serve in Christ’s name.  
Be in minds and in hands and in words  
that they might extend the shelter of your love to the world.  
Give them courage, patience, and vision. 
Help and guide us all in our Christian vocation  
of witness to the world and service to others. Amen. 
 
HYMN OF DEDICATION “Lord, Be Glorified” ELW #744 
 

HOLY BAPTISM OF THOR, NORA, & MATTEO see bulletin insert (10:45) 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL  
  

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.  

 
+ SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 
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OFFERING  
 

As part of discipleship, we cultivate our gratitude for life and the ministries of this 
congregation by giving of our time, talent and possessions. Giving reminds us we 
are part of and have obligations to all of God’s creation. Giving reminds us not to 
cling too tightly to earthly treasure. 
 

During the offering anthem, use this QR code for a one-time electronic offering or to schedule an 
automatic donation through Simply Giving. If you prefer, place an offering in the plate as it is 
passed. 
 

OFFERING HYMN  “Take My Life, That I May Be”  ELW #583 
 
+OFFERTORY ELW #184 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
+OFFERTORY PRAYER 
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 MEAL  

 

+ THE GREAT THANKSGIVING ELW pg. 152 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
+ EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks  
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior  
Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who in dying  
has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and 
Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with 
angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
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In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,  
who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

The Words of Institution 
 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.  
 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly 
food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all 
glory and honor, now and forever. Amen.  
 

+ THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven,  
  hallowed be your name,  
   your kingdom come,  
   your will be done,  
    on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
  as we forgive those  
   who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
  and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
  and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever.  Amen. 
 

LAMB OF GOD ELW pg. 154 
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HOLY COMMUNION HYMN “That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright”  ELW #384 
 
+ PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

  

We give you thanks, generous God, 
for in this bread and cup we have tasted the new heaven and earth 
where hunger and thirst are no more. 
Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection, 
that through our lives, all my know life in Jesus’ name. Amen.  
 

 SENDING  
 

+ BENEDICTION 
 

God, the Author of life, 
Christ, the living Cornerstone, 
and the life-giving Spirit of adoption, 

☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
 

+ SENDING HYMN “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”  ELW #836 

 
+ DISMISSAL 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
You are the body of Christ raised up for the world.  
Go in peace. Share the good news.  
Thanks be to God! 

 
POSTLUDE   
 
 
 
 

Worship Leaders 
Pastor Inger Hanson & Pastor Phil Ruud 

Assisting Ministers: (8:30) Eric Lundin & (10:45) Brenda Atzinger 
Acolytes: (8:30) Soren Christopherson & (10:45) Hannah Broughton 

Readers: (8:30) Sandy Reiman & (10:45) Paula Mathison 
Ushers: (8:30) Harley Foster, Dale Turnacliff & (10:45) Chad & Boden Jenkisnon 

Sacramental Ministers: (8:30) Bob Kaul & (10:45) Mike Spraby 
Altar Care: Rosann Brawley (set) Jenkisnon Family (clean) Bread: Lana Reich 

Director of Grace Notes: Jill Mahr 
Keyboards: Oliver Steissberg & Lucas Jindra  

A/V Technicians: Liam Fisher, Mack Haines, Sebastian Jenkinson, Brent Kivell 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

 
 

The Eastertide Call To Worship blends words from Minnesota (Meta Herrick Carlson)  
with words from around the world (Guatemala, Germany, Scotland, and Eastern Europe) 

captured in John Carden’s A Procession of Prayers 
© 1998 Morehouse Publishing  

 

The Volunteer Appreciation Liturgy blends words from Rev. Thomas L. Weitzel 
(liturgybytwl.com), Meta Herrick Carlson’s “Volunteers” in Speak It Plain © 2020 Fortress Press, 

and the ELW Affirmation of Christian Vocation. 
 

Portions of the liturgy are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship,  
© 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license SB143519 

Other liturgical aids are from Sundays and Seasons © 2022 
Other music is used with permission  

under OneLicense.net license #A703881 or CCLI license #2666099 
 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

COVID CARE & CAUTION 
 

 In the week following our full Easter Sunday services, Bethel seems to have experienced a flare up 
of parishioners testing positive for the latest, highly transmissible variant of Covid. Out of an 
abundance of caution and love for our community, a reminder to please stay home and join us online  
if you are feeling unwell or have been in close contact with someone who has tested positive for Covid. 
Masks are highly recommended at the 8:30 service, and are required at our 10:45 service. We are glad 
that Bethel can offer these options to meet the various needs of parishioners. 
 Worship leaders (pastors, assisting ministers, readers and sacramental ministers) will continue to try 
to model best practices. Before communion, we will continue to sanitize our hands thoroughly and will 
be masked through the distribution. If you would prefer an alternative, communion packets are 
available from the ushers. 
 

 Our own Dr. Jane Runzheimer adds that if you do contract COVID (whether you have a positive 
home test or clinic test, you should contact your doctor to see if you’re eligible for a prescription of the 
oral medication PAXlovid. This intervention shortens the course of the illness and lessens the severity 
of the disease, but needs to be started in the first five days of symptoms.  
 

MOVED TO May 22: Special Congregational Meeting 
 

Given that some may opt to worship via the livestream with this recent flare up and high transmission 
rates in our county, we have elected to postpone the special Congregational Meeting a few weeks.  
We now hope to hold the meeting on Sunday, May 22nd at 9:45 a.m. in the sanctuary.  
The purpose of this meeting is to formally elect the Call Committee for our second rostered leader  
(an Associate Pastor or a Deacon). The nominating committee has prepared a slate of candidates  
for our approval; we will also select two alternates from the floor. See you on May 1st as we take this 
exciting step forward as a congregation!  
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CREATION CARE: Adopt-A-Highway  
Spring Clean Up May 7th 
 

 We will be doing a spring clean up of Bethel’s designated 
section of Highway 3 North and County Road 86 on Saturday, 
May 7th. Meet at Bethel at 9 am to carpool to our location. 
Bring work gloves. Safety vests and bags will be provided. 
Children 12 and over, accompanied by an adult, are welcome! 
We plan on completing our work by 10:30 am.  

 

 
BETHEL U IN EASTERTIDE: The Risen Life 
 

 May 8th—Pastor Phil will lead a Bible study comparing the resurrection accounts given in the 
gospels. Why do we have four gospels? What is the perspective of each of these writers and the 
perspective of their audiences? Most importantly, how do these perspectives shape our faith in 
Jesus, the Christ? 

 
 May 15th—Endowment Committee presents special guest Tharan Leopold, the ELCA 

Foundation’s representative for the SE MN Synod. Learn about how our endowment supports 
Bethel’s mission to “share Christ’s love with a big heart,” and how a legacy gift can help the 
continuation of God’s work in the world for years to come.  
 

 Tharan can help you navigate options to create a charitable plan that 
benefits Bethel and the ministries that mean the most to you, while 
maximizing your financial and estate-planning goals. All gift planning 
services are made available to ELCA members without obligation or 
cost—it is part of their ministry to us! 

 
 

 

THANK YOU! ALLELUIA 5K FUN RUN/WALK WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! In spite of Covid challenges and gray skies, the Alleluia 5k Fun 
Run/Walk Worship was truly a moving experience (even if you didn’t take a step!) It was 
beautiful to share Easter joy as the larger Lutheran family of Northfield. Congratulations to 6th 
grader Kai Kust for being the speediest of all the Alleluia runners.  
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Totals are still coming in, but we raised funds 
and awareness for Lutheran Immigration & 
Refugee Service (LIRS). 
 

Thank you to all the volunteers—cheering in their parkas and directing participants along the route, 
beautifying our sidewalks with chalk art, playing music outside, singing or serving during worship, 
cooking for the fish taco fellowship, and cleaning up! Special thank you’s to Anthony Bateza, Chris 
Bussmann, and Cindy Kreis for your awesome leadership and joyful spirits. Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU JEN LEONARD AND MACK HAINES! 
 

 Jen Leonard has made the difficult decision to step down as our Director  
of Finance and Administration. Jen, you prioritized improving the sound of our 
services, both for those in the sanctuary and those at home, and did incredible 
research on websites, as well as financial and church management software, that 
will be an immense help for us going forward. We are grateful for your leadership 
and wish you the best always!  
 

 Mack Haines has finished his tenure as Bethel’s 
A/V Manager. We are so grateful to you, Mack,  
for all the hard work you have put in behind the 

scenes. Best of luck to you after graduation. We know you will make a 
positive impact wherever life takes you!  
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1321 North Avenue, Northfield, MN 55057 
bethel@bethelnorthfield.org | 507.786.6674 


