
    

   

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT—ATTENTIVENESS 
      MARCH 19TH, 2023 
        8:30 AM & 10:45 AM 

+ indicates to stand in body or spirit;   
bold print indicates congregational responses 

 

 GATHERING  

 

PRELUDE “Healer of Our Every Ill”- arr. Daniel Kallman 
       
WORDS OF WELCOME 
 
+ CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS  

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
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For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  

so that we may delight in your will 

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.   
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. 
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, 
I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 
in the name of the Father,  

and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
     

+ GATHERING HYMN “Dearest Jesus, at Your Word”  ELW #520 
 
+ APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 
+ KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life and 

death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit,  

for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 WORD  

FIRST READING    1 SAMUEL 16:1-13 as told in the Spark Story Bible by our friends at Sparkhouse 

 

A reading from the 16th chapter of First Samuel.  

 

  God said to Samuel, “I have a job for you. I want you to anoint a new king. Here’s what 
you need to do. Bring a horn filled with oil to Bethlehem and look for Jesse and all his sons. 
One of his sons will be the next king.” Samuel was afraid that God’s job was too scary. The old 
king was still around and he was a very mean guy. But God promised Samuel, “I’ll help you.”  
  So Samuel walked to Bethlehem and found Jesse. “Line up all your sons and let’s see who 
will be the next king,” Samuel said to Jesse.  
  Samuel looked at the first son, Eliab, and felt sure God would choose him to be king. Eliab 
was big and good looking. But God disagreed. Samuel was looking at the outside of Eliab, seek-
ing how strong he looked. God was looking on the inside and did not see the right love in 
Eliab’s heart.  
  One by one the sons came forward to see if they would be chosen.  
  This one? Nope, sorry. This one? Uh, no? How about this one? Don’t think so.  
  Finally they ran out of sons. Except for one, that is! Jesse’s son David was outside watching 
the sheep. They called for him.  
  David came inside. He smelled a little bit like sheep, but his eyes sparkled with joy and 
love. David was just a boy, gentle and quiet. Samuel tried to see David from outside and inside.  
  This one? A hush fell over the room as everyone waited.  
  “Yes!” God told Samuel. “Yes!” Samuel told everyone. Samuel poured oil from the horn 
onto David’s head, anointing him with God’s love and joy. David would be the next king! 

 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM  “Shepherd Me, O God”  ELW #780  (a paraphrase of Psalm 23) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

+ GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+ HOLY GOSPEL   JOHN 9:1-41 
 

The Gospel according to John, the 9th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who 
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor  
his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4We must work 
the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work.  
5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6When he had said this, he spat on  

1 God is my shepherd, so nothing shall I want, 
I rest in the meadows of faithfulness and love, 
I walk by the quiet waters of peace.  Refrain 

 

2 Gently you raise me and heal my weary soul, 
 you lead me by pathways of righteousness and 

truth, my spirit shall sing the music of your 
name.  Refrain 

 

3 Though I should wander the valley of death, 
I fear no evil, for you are at my side, 
your rod and your staff, my comfort and my 
hope.  Refrain 

4 You have set me a banquet of love  
in the face of hatred, crowning me with 
love beyond my pow'r to hold.  Refrain 

 

5 Surely your kindness and mercy follow me  
all the days of my life; I will dwell in the 
house of my God forevermore.  Refrain  
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the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him,  
“Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back  
able to see. 8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not 
the man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is 
someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10But they kept asking him, “Then how were 
your eyes opened?” 11He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said 
to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 12They said to him, 
“Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 
 13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a sabbath day 
when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he 
had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 
16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.”  
But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided.  
17So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.”  
He said, “He is a prophet.” 

 18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the 
parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was 
born blind? How then does he now see?” 20His parents answered, “We know that this is our son,  
and that he was born blind; 21but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who 
opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22His parents said this because they 
were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the 
Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 
 24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory 
to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. 
One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26They said to him, “What did he do to 
you? How did he open your eyes?” 27He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not 
listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28Then they  
reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We know that God has  
spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30The man answered, 
“Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 
31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys 
his will. 32Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born 
blind. 33If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34They answered him, “You were born 
entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. 
 35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the 
Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 37Jesus said 
to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe.”  
And he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not 
see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near him heard this 
and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would 
not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.” 

 

The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN’S HOMILY 
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HOMILY  
 
+ HYMN OF THE DAY  “God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me”  ACS #1084 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
+ AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 

 This creed was chosen by the 7th grade confirmation class who have been studying the stories of the Bible.  
How many stories can you identify? 
 

 We believe in God,  

who befriended a wandering people,  

calling them from slavery into freedom;  

yet who in Rahab, Tamar,  

Ruth, Bathsheba,  

Cyrus, Darius and many others  

called outsiders  

to be agents of God’s purpose. 
 

We believe in Jesus,  

who was revered by Persian sages,  

sought and found asylum in Egypt,  

preached the love of God to Syrians,  

attracted Greeks to his cause,  

found his first evangelist in a Samaritan,  

saw incomparable faith in a Romany,  
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 had his cross shouldered by a Libyan,  

and ascended above his native land  

that he might be present in all places. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

who at Pentecost proved that heaven  

has no favored mother-tongue;  

who, in the baptism of an Ethiopian  

denied racism a foothold in faith;  

and who, in the ancient and modern worlds,  

founded churches in different cultures. 
 

We believe that God is supremely known in Jesus.  

Yet we affirm that God is present among people  

who do not own Christ as their Lord.  
 

We believe that the kingdom of God  

is bigger than the Church,  

and that the love of God  

is beyond our understanding.  

Therefore we celebrate  

that Gods’ ways are not our ways,  

that God knows whom God chooses,  

and reserves the right to surpass all human expectation.  

 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL  
  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

  

+ SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 

 
OFFERING  
 

We pass the peace of Christ beyond our congregation and this moment through  
our offerings of time, talent, and treasure. Use this QR code for a one-time gift  
or to schedule an automatic donation through Simply Giving. Online giving cards 
(in the back of hymnal), checks or cash may be placed in the offering plates as they 
are passed. 
 

ANTHEM (8:30) “Amazing Grace”  - arr. Leland B. Sateren (Adult Choir) 

ANTHEM (10:45) “Amazing Grace”  - arr. Mark Hayes (Piano Solo) 
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+ OFFERTORY  “Fill Us With Your Feast”   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
+ OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

O God who gave us life, and in whose arms we die,  

you know us as we are, understand what we have been, and see what we shall become.  

We give you back our lives that you may make them new:  

generous, committed to hope, and fearless to do your will;  

that your whole creation may live to praise your name now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 MEAL  

 

+ GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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+ EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks  
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people 
to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that renewed in the gift of baptism, 
we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lord, you see us fully—how we appear and act as well as what’s behind our eyes and in our hearts. 
You catch our attention in your surprising choices, by rod and staff, in healings and teachings. 

   

  The Words of Institution  
 

Help us stay focused on you. Teach your church to see as you see, and to set its sights on your  
kingdom. Amen. 
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+ THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven,  

 hallowed be your name,  

   your kingdom come,  

  your will be done,  

   on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins  

  as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial  

  and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOLY COMMUNION HYMN  “Healer of Our Every Ill”  ELW #612 
 
+ PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

  

Embodied God, 

at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. 

With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, 

empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors 

and touch the world with your love. Amen. 
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 SENDING  

+ BENEDICTION 

 

Whatever wilderness the Spirit has brought you to:  
  walk in boldness, as a beloved child of God;  
  walk in peace, under the shelter of the Most High;  
  walk in faith, knowing ☩ Christ walks with you, now and forever. Amen. 
 

+ SENDING HYMN “Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song” ELW #808 
 
+ DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE  “Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song” - arr. David Cherwien 

 
WORSHIP LEADERS 

Pastor Inger Hanson & Pastor Phil Ruud 
Acolytes: (8:30) Linden Spitzack (10:45)  Whitney Bauer 

Assisting Minister: (8:30) Joanna McLees (10:45) Krista Middlebrooks  
Ushers: (8:30) Ian Schleif, Thisbe Jothen, Carlie Oehler, Asher Engle, Dale Turnacliff,  

(10:45) Greta Marohl, Evie Bauer, Magdalene Bateza, Chad Jenkinson  
Readers: (8:30) Abby Atzinger (10:45) Kristi Larson 

Sacramental Ministers: (8:30) Silas Leer, Shea Engle, Nathan Broughton, Abby Atzinger, Kristi Larson,   
(10:45) Kristi Larson  

 

Adult Choir Director: Pete Schleif 
Keyboards: Megan Engel 

A/V Technicians: Liam Fisher, Sebastian Jenkinson, Brent Kivell 
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

 

This Lent’s themes pull from Dr. Charlene Rachuy Cox’s “Unfinished: Discovering God’s Call in the Not Yet” 
a series made possible through St. Olaf’s Nurturing Vocation Project, Church Anew, and Concordia College © 2023 

 

“God Be the Love to Search and Guide Me”  Text and music by Richard Bruxvoort Colligan,  
© 2004 This Here Music, admin. Augsburg Fortress  

 

“Fill Us With Your Feast”  Text and music by Phil Campbell-Enns; © 2005 Phil Campbell-Enns 
 

The Offering prayer is written by Janet Morley, as found in her book  
All Desires Known © 2006 Moorhouse Publishing; New York 

 

The Eucharistic prayer is cobbled from Samuel Wells and Abigail Kocher’s  
Eucharistic Prayers © 2016 William B. EerdMans Publishing Company 

 

The benediction is from the Mennonite Church’s 2020 hymnal Voices Together 
 

Portions of the liturgy (Setting Three) are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship,  
© 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license SB143519 

Other liturgical aids are from Sundays and Seasons © 2022 
Other music is used with permission under OneLicense.net license #A703881 or CCLI license #2666099  
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THIS WEEK 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 8 AM - 4 PM 

 

MONDAY       
  

 6:30 pm     Resonance Adult Bell Choir 
 

       Northfield Youth Choirs 
 

 6:45 pm     BeFriender Training 
 
TUESDAY 
  

 8:30 am ARLA (Anti-Racism Learning & Advocacy) (via zoom)  
 

 9:45 am    Staff Meeting 
 

 6:00 pm     Face It a support group for men with depression 
   
WEDNESDAY 
    

 11:30 am    Lenten Midweek Worship followed by Soup Lunch 
 

 5:15 pm     Lenten Evening Prayer followed by Soup Supper  
 

 6:15 pm    Ring Forth Youth Bell Choir  
 

 7:00 pm    Adult Choir Rehearsal  
 

       6th Grade Connections 
  

       Confirmation (7th, 8th, and 9th Grades) 
 

       Hang Time 
 

 8:05 pm    Brio Youth Bell Choir 
               
THURSDAY     

  

 8:30 am     Men of Bethel (Room 62)  
 

 9:30 am     FAB (Faith & Books) (Youth Room)  
  
FRIDAY     

  

 9:30 am Women of the Word Bible Study (via zoom)     
 

    

1321 North Avenue, Northfield, MN 55057  
bethel@bethelnorthfield.org | 507.786.6674 


