
 
 

8th Grade Service Trip 
Informational Summary 

 
1. The 8th Grade Service Trip to Minneapolis through a group called YouthWorks has become a 

Bethel tradition for our 8th graders.  YouthWorks focuses on a number of ministries, with an 
emphasis on partnering with urban ministries to serve the needs of Minneapolis’ residents.  We 
think of Minneapolis as our next door neighbor and we expect that the lives of its citizens are 
very similar to ours.  However, YouthWorks tells us that “there are parts of Minneapolis, 
sometimes hidden parts, that are not pleasant to see.  Outside of downtown, there are blocks 
and blocks of neighborhoods that were abandoned decades ago by the wealthy families who built 
them.  Minneapolis experienced significant flight to the suburbs in the 1950s and 1960s.  Now 
as you drive through north and south Minneapolis, you can literally watch the poverty increase.  
The city continues to struggle with the problems of poverty, homelessness, and the lack of 
affordable housing so that it can meet the needs of people who suffer the effects of a harsh 
economy.”   

 
During your trip, you will have the opportunity to “spend time with the elderly in a nearby senior 
citizen center, partner with social service organizations who minister to the needs of the 
homeless, work with a local ministry to rehabilitate urban homes in order to help ease the 
affordable housing crisis, or possibly assist an area church with a daily children’s program.” 

 
2. Dates - Bethel 8th graders will attend the YouthWorks session offered in Minneapolis from June 

20 – 25, 2021.                                                                                                                                                                           
You will probably leave Bethel around 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, June 20th, and return to Bethel by 
approximately 10:00 a.m. on Friday, June 25th. 

 
3. Adult counselors - YouthWorks and Bethel’s safety policy suggest one adult for every five youth.  

Background checks are required for all adult chaperones.  Depending on the number of 
participants, we may need some parents to fill these spots.  If so, I would like to invite any 
parents who are interested in doing so or who want to be a part of this trip to call or email me or 
stop by my office.   

 
4. Housing - Groups are housed in a local church, school, or community building.  Participants 

need to bring their own sleeping bags and pads that are twin-size or smaller.  All females sleep 
in one room and males will sleep in another room.   

 
5. Transportation will be determined depending on the number of youth who are interested in the 

trip.  I am in the midst of researching our options.  
 
6. Cost Breakdown:         
 
     Registration     $379/person   *includes all meals and lodging; a $100 non-
refundable deposit is due with registration 
     Transportation        $ 125-150/person   
     T-shirt   $  24/person 
     Chaperone fee  $  50/person 



  
     Total   $578-603/person 
 
** Scholarship money is available - contact Barb Farmer at 507-261-2773 or 
bfarmer@bethelnorthfield.org. 
*** This is the total due to Bethel for this trip.  It is also suggested that you take a small amount of 
money along for spending on snacks, souvenirs, etc. 
 
7. Fundraising - The more fundraising we do, the less financial responsibility any one family will 

have.  As a result, we will be doing several fundraisers in this school year.  Please plan to 
participate actively in these events!  Our fall fundraiser is the Fall Scrip Sale (November 11 – 
December 16).  Information is being sent in the mail. 

 
Registration.  Bethel’s registration deadline for this mission trip is Monday, November 23rd.  If 
you are interested in this trip, please return the completed registration form in an envelope marked 
8th Grade Service Trip by this date, along with your deposit: 

• Drop at the Bethel office any weekday 

• Drop it in the locked mailbox at the entrance to the Bethel parking lot 
 

8. Questions?  Call or email Barb Farmer:  
507-261-2773 
bfarmer@bethelnorthfield.org 

 


