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What if we could provide gifts that make a real difference?
How meaningful is it for us to know that we can, through our giving, share with someone in need right
here in our own communities or all the way across the globe?  

The Bethel Alternative Giving Fair (AGF)  takes place Sunday, November 22 and runs through Sunday, December 13, plenty early to
make these real giving opportunities a part of your Christmas gift-planning.  Think about those friends and family members who would
not miss one less gift to add to their abundance this season. The Bethel Mission and Justice committee encourages us to reach out to those
in need.  Bethel members ain need.  Bethel members are challenged to consider our overindulgence in “things” with the idea of placing more attention on the needs
of people who are lacking essentials. 

The Alternative Giving Fair, now in its 12th year, provides a great opportunity for both Bethel Lutheran Church members and others to
share, starting from a $1 donation to much larger gifts that will make life better for another human being... and that gift can be given in
honor of someone you love for the holidays! You could even make AGF your “one-stop shop” and honor the many people in your life!

This 2020 Alternative Gift Idea booklet lists the alternative gifts available during this yeaThis 2020 Alternative Gift Idea booklet lists the alternative gifts available during this year’s initiative. We have carefully chosen
projects that are relevant and current needs for a variety of populations. These projects are tended to by authentic and realiable, low-
overhead organizations, many of which are grassroots and “on the ground.” We urge you to read the 2020 booklet carefully and to
prayerfully select one or more items that are meaningful and priced right for your family and for your designated receiver. Fill out the
enclosed AGF Shopping List form indicating the project(s) you wish to donate to and return the form, along with your cash or check  
payment written to: payment written to: Bethel Lutheran Church, by the week of December 21st. You can mail your list to the address below or drop off your
order. Free cards will be available on a small table in the Narthex each of the four Sundays in November and December that you can pick
up and send along with your chosen project description, explaining the gift given in honor. It feels amazing to be able to help those in need
through these wonderful organizations. The receiver will perhaps be encouraged to do the same when they are able!

You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and your generosity
will result in thanksgiving to God.    2 Corinthians 9:11

WWe make giving EASY! Just browse this booklet, fill out the AGF Shopping List attached (if you are a Bethel member) or find the AGF 
Shopping List online at bethelnorthfield.org, print and send payment written to Bethel Lutheran Church to 1321 North Ave. Northfield, MN 
55057. Whether you chose one service or many, Bethel will carefully disseminate the funds to their respective organizations. 
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For more ELCA-sponsored project ideas that need
support, visit the ELCA Good Gifts Advent Tree 



1 Rooster
      $15 ELCA Good Gifts

One dairy cow can 
produce a few gallons
of calcium-packed milk each day. A family can receive
the nutrition they need and also start a small business
selling extra milk, cheese and more. With food, funds
and fertilizer, the gift of a cow has got it all.

1 Cow  $50

If there’s a superhero of the barn-
yard, it just might be the goat. Why?

Because goats can go where other
animals can’t, surviving in some of the
world’s harshest environments – rocky

terrain, drought-prone areas, small plots
of land, you name it. Fresh milk from aof land, you name it. Fresh milk from a

goat provides daily nutrition for
children and their families.

And what’s more, offspring can
rapidly transform a community when

shared with other families in need.
 

1 Goat  $50

Add a rooster to the chicken coop, 
and help the farm grow! 
More chickens on the farm 
mean more eggs to eat and 
sell at the market. This gift 
is a great leap forward for
a family struggling witha family struggling with
hunger and poverty.



$14 will provide one family in India
with a COVID kit of food and sanitizer  

               As India faces 
            COVID-19, many 
            children are left
            with unemployed
            (or underemployed)
            parents, and have
                        to seek their daily
            bread. Your gift will
            provide one family
            an emergency
            COVID kit that
            contains dry food
items like rice, legumes, cooking oil, salt and spices, as
well as hand soap, detergent, sanitizer and a face maskwell as hand soap, detergent, sanitizer and a face mask
to help prevent the spread of COVID-19. 

Combat Hunger & COVID-19
INDIA (LPGM)

A Weekend of Food
HUNGARY

$13 food backpack for a family of 5

Roma children (known as Gypsies in Hungary) need help
with the most basic necessities—food, fuel, shelter. Your
support to the Hungarian Evangelical Fellowship (HEF)
provides nourishment for these children including many
who are orphaned and homeless. Roma are currently the
most persecuted minority in Hungary with rural unem-
ployment rates of up to 80%. HEF provides food, shelteployment rates of up to 80%. HEF provides food, shelter,
health services, and education for more than 2,500 Roma
children. Your gift will provide a child with a book bag
to carry school supplies and food. 

(AGI)



Four-month Scholarship for a
12th Grade Student
SOUTH INDIA (LPGM)

1 scholarship for a high school senior   $120

Your financial gift will 
provide a scholarship for a
high school senior (12th
standard) in India as they
complete their final 4
months of school. There
are many older studentsare many older students
that do not have a sponsor
and would love the support
of a sponsor during these
last 4 months. Students will
be graduating in March of
2021. This is a great way to
experience another cultureexperience another culture
as well as the joy of giving
and sharing God’s love. You can give a student that extra
push to keep going and graduate strong! 

Lutheran Partners
in Global Ministry
supports over
1400 children in 6
boarding homes
throughout Tamil
Nadu and inNadu and in
partnership with
the Arcot Lutheran
Church and India 

. 

Sponsor a Child’s Education
SOUTH INDIA (LPGM)

 $30  To educate a child for one month
$360  To educate a child for one year

Evangelical Lutheran Church. The children come from
the Dalit caste and parents are generally daily laborers.
Without the boarding homes, these children would not
have the opportunity to get an education. The boarding
homes provide a safe place to live along with food,
clothing and medical care. Each year there is a gap
between sponsored students and unsponsored students.between sponsored students and unsponsored students.
Join over 70 other members of Bethel and help fill that
gap by supporting the Project Education India program.

EDUCATION



Build a Kinder World through Art  (TMP)
AFGHANISTAN, PAKISTAN & SYRIA  

Outdoor Education during Covid-19
INDIA (LPGM)

The Memory Project (memoryproject.org) is a nonprofit
organization dedicated to promoting intercultural
understanding between children around the world
through school-based art programs. There have been
280,000 American youth involved in gifting kids in 55
countries since 2004.  By facilitating the creation and
delivery of heartfelt artwork from youth to youth through-delivery of heartfelt artwork from youth to youth through-
out the world, TMP strives to break cultural barriers, bring
joy to children facing challenges, inspire creativity, and
build a kinder, more empathetic world.  The donations
received allows an American child and a child abroad
to touch each other's lives through art.

clusters to operate in one village in southern India. Your
gift will also provide enough masks and sanitizer to
allow socially distanced, outdoor education to operate 
safely

Students whose schools are closed during the COVID-19
pandemic can still receive education when these dedicated
leaders come to their village as part of the Arcot Lutheranleaders come to their village as part of the Arcot Lutheran
Church’s “Children, Our Focus” education campaign. 

 

Your gift will 
provide food
for the teachers,
staff and vol-
unteers who
are providing
socially dis-socially dis-
tanced, outdoor
education

$10 sends one 
portrait to a
child to provide
a record of their
childhood.

$21 food for teachers and student Covid kit 



$15 delivers 30 children’s story books
 

Student Breakfast & School Maintenance
HONDURAS (YWAM)
Scott and Elga Broughton began a ministry in Ahuas, 
Honduras in 2008, an area of Indigenous people who
are largely neglected by the government. They founded
a school Bendcion a las Naciones School, which means 
Blessing to the Nations, and teach elementary-age kids.
They also do ministry through soccer teams and
discipleship training with teens and young adultsdiscipleship training with teens and young adults
from the area in a Bible camp format. They receive no
salary, but rely totally on donations from congregations
or individuals. 
 
Classroom of morning snacks
(rice or oatmeal): $2.50/day 
OR OR 
make a donation of $75 
which will go a LONG way
to help with school Latrine 
Maintenance, Window Repair, 
Shower House Construction,
Roof Repair & Maintenance
Batteries for Solar PanelsBatteries for Solar Panels

(Scott is the son of Darlene & Gene Broughton)

The Donkey Mobile Library
ETHIOPIA (AGI)

Remember the first time you opened a book? Ethiopian
children haven’t had the joy of experiencing that. They
face challenges in achieving real literacy because while
school enrollment rates have increased, an estimated 45
percent of people over the age of 15 still cannot read.
This is mostly due to the fact that there are virtually no
books available to read in local languages. The Ethiopiabooks available to read in local languages. The Ethiopia
Reads' Donkey Mobile Library programs deliver local
language books to remote villages and schools so
primary-age children have regular access to reading
material. With accessibility to local language books,
children will experience a new level of learning.



For six decades, Burma’s ethnic minorities have sought
to live in peace. Burma’s government army has attacked
them, taken their land, oppressed and isolated them.
Violence has caused 1 million villagers to flee their
homes. The consequence is horrific: 13 out of 100
infants don’t survive, and 1 in 10 mothers die during
child birth.child birth.

Through your gift, Burma Humanitarian Mission
will supply 16 backpack medic teams with 1 million
doses of medicine. Traveling through dangerous
territory, these medic teams treat sick and injured
patients. The most vulnerable are the elderly, children,
and expectant mothers. By providing basic medicine,
the results are inspiring - the results are inspiring - 
maternal mortality has
dropped 80%, while infant
mortality is down 90%. In
addition, 60% of children’s
deaths are prevented. 

Medicine for Refugees in Isolated Jungles
BURMA (AGI)



Health Care for a Student
INDIA (LPGM)
Students at the LPGM boarding homes in India are
provided with quality health care while they are
under the care of the boarding home. Each student
will receive necessary vaccinations and health check-
ups. The health of each student is tracked, including
their blood type, which vaccinations they’ve received
(including polio, small pox, triple antigen, and Hepatitis(including polio, small pox, triple antigen, and Hepatitis
B), their dental condition, vision, height, weight, and

$2 will provide a year
of health check-ups
and vaccines for one
student in India

worm treatment. This is all
done under the care of 
professional medical
practitioners. Just $2 per
year is all it takes to make
sure one student has this
important care!important care!

Mobile Pharmacy and Community Clinics
HAITI (AGI)

Health check-ups & medicine for 3 children $33

There are only six healthcare
professionals for every 10,000
people in Haiti. Forty percent
of Haiti’s population has no
access to healthcare and, for
those living in rural communi-
ties, the nearest doctor can beties, the nearest doctor can be
hours away and be cost pro-
hibitive. Community Coalition
for Haiti (CCH) takes health-
care directly to rural families
through school-based clinics.
These clinics provide prevent-
ative and curative healthcareative and curative healthcare
to hundreds of children every school year. The lives of
students have been transformed through these efforts! CCH
also provides health education in each community; training
students, educators, and parents in priority health topics. By
giving to this Cause, you ensure that thousands of children,
women, and men have access to the healthy futures they
deserve. deserve. You’ll also help expand the school-basenics and
health education into new schools and partner communities!



Nurses are in higher demand than ever, but there is one
main barrier for many rural Vietnamese girls who desire
to pursue a medical career: poverty. ConnectMed provides
tuition assistance and textbooks for rural students in need.
When this burden is lifted, they are able to focus on
becoming nurses and giving back to their communities.

$33 textbooks for 5 rural nursing students
$22  provides safe room and board for 1 week  

Safe Room and Board for a Girl 
TANZANIA (LPGM)

In Tanzania, many girls are
at risk of dropping out of
school to get married, have
children, or begin working.
This can happen at a tender
age. LPGM is working with
motivated, at-risk girls whomotivated, at-risk girls who
would otherwise be forced
to drop out of school by
providing them with alter-
native housing during school
breaks so that they don’t have 
to go home and risk not
coming back. Each year ofcoming back. Each year of
education for a girl can give

      
    

her 20%more income as an adult. Creating a safe and sup-
portive environment is vital in helping young girls stay in
school, ultimately providing a path forward and out of
poverty, for generations to come. When a girl is empowered
with education it will delay her marriage, she will have
fewer children, she’ll earn a higher income, and she is more
likely to invest in her family and communitlikely to invest in her family and community.  

EQUALITY  & DIGNITY

Phan Thi Van Hoai, is a 20
year-old nursing student from
Hue. Her father works as a
farmer to provide for their family
of 7. Her mother cannot work
because she takes care of Phan’s
youngest sibling who has ayoungest sibling who has a
chronic illness. The ConnectMed 
scholarship allowed Phan to focus
on her academics, and as a thriving
second year student, she’s giving
back locally by comforting cancer
patients and visiting orphans.

Future Nurses for Vietnam
VIETNAM (AGI) 



The Black Church Collective (BCC) 
USA - MINNESOTA (ISAIAH)

Donate any amount! 
 

Donate any amount!

Latinos are the
fastest growing 
population in
Minnesota. They
have one of the
highest percentage
of working adultsof working adults
and yet they are 
among the lowest
compensated group.

Immigration & Latinx Coalition
USA - MINNESOTA (ISAIAH)

The Latinx Coalition of ISAIAH are leaders of Latino
heritage whose deep faith and culture have launched
them into intentional and strategic justice work across
the state. The coalition is grounded in the interconnect-
edness of humanity. Thus, dignity, sacredness and
liberation of every single human being is the priority.
They reject all eThey reject all efforts to dehumanize and degrade any
person or group. The Latinx Coalition organizes Latinx
communities within ISAIAH and with partners statewide
to not only restore driver’s licenses for immigrants, but
to develop a full Immigrants’ Bill of Rights that
recognizes the full dignity of every Minnesotan,
regardless of citizenship status.

The Black Church Collective is a coalition of Minnesotan,
traditional Black churches and clergy who are dedicated to
reclaiming a holistic perspective of Jesus – one that illumi-
nates the liberative and justice qualities of Jesus’s ministry,
death and resurrection.Black Churches have a rich history 
of paving the way and shining the light of justice and 
redemption in the United States. During American chattel redemption in the United States. During American chattel 
slavery, the Black Church was a beacon of hope and guiding 
force for the those who were oppressed under the main-
stream, White supremacist adaption of Jesus Christ’s 
ministry. During the Civil Rights Era, the Black Church 
birthed leaders, activists and organizers whose faith was 
their catalyst in declaring that justice, power and dignity 
were for all people, regardless of race or class. were for all people, regardless of race or class. Today, the 
          Black Church is called to
          continue to carry this torch.
          BCC has made the choice 
          not to stand on the sidelines
          of truth and justice in these
          times when so many are
                    hurting, oppressed and
          disparaged.  



Donate any amount you choose!  

$40 to provide clean water to one person by contributing
to a sustainable community-owned water project 

 
.
663 million people in the world live without clean water.
That’s nearly 1 in 10 people worldwide. Or, twice the
population of the United States. The majority live in
isolated rural areas and spend hours every day walking
to collect water for their family. Not only does walking
for water keep children out of school or take up time that
parents could be using to earn moneparents could be using to earn money, but the water often
carries diseases that can make everyone sick. Access to
clean water means education, income and health -
especially for women and kids.

In Africa alone, women
spend 40 billion hours
a year walking for water.
Through Charity Water, 
access to clean water
gives communities
more time to grow food,more time to grow food,
earn an income, and go
to school -- all of which
fight poverty.

The Muslim 
community in
Minnesota is
growing rapidly
and becoming an
increasingly in-
fluential force in fluential force in 
Minnesota’s 
economic, social 
and civic life. It is estimated that there are 150,000
Muslims in the state. There are 74 Islamic Centers; eight 
food shelves and three free clinics, both open to all who 
are in need; three full time schools and over 80 part-time, 
weekend schools; and countless small businesses and weekend schools; and countless small businesses and 
daycare centers. Muslims are living, working and pray-
ing in the Cities, metro and Greater Minnesota. As the 
Muslim community grows, it is critical that Minnesota’s 
political, economic and social systems work diligently 
to ensure that Muslims are welcomed and included into 
the political and social fabric of Minnesota. The Muslim
Coalition represents over 30 mosques dedicated toCoalition represents over 30 mosques dedicated to
claiming their voices, ending Islamophobia  

Sustainable Community Water Project
27 countries around the globe (CW) 

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY
Strengthen Systems Welcoming Muslims
USA - MINNESOTA (ISAIAH)



Manage Fires, Protect Wildlife Habitats
AUSTRALIA (AGI)

Planting for the Future
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC of the CONGO
(AGI)

Limited access to clean water and 
sufficient and diverse food causes
poor family nutrition and hygiene,
and especially hurts young child-and especially hurts young child-
ren. In Sub-Saharan Africa, one in
13 children die before age five.*
Plant With Purpose works to em-
power rural farming families to
rise from poverty by using
sustainable agriculture techniques
and community led economicand community led economic
savings groups. In the words of
Anastazie from Kakumba,DRC, “Before receiving training,
production was low, bringing in little income, but now
we are beginning to see good results. Before, my children
ate once a day, but now my household eats two meals a day.
I have taken a loan from our savings-and-loan group and
paid the school fees for my children. I am happy to havepaid the school fees for my children. I am happy to have
Plant With Purpose in our watershed.” 

The tropical savannas of northern Australia are a stretch of 
iconic landscapes of more than 300 million acres, and home
to more than half of Australia’s bird and mammal species.
These landscapes have been managed for more than 60,000
years by Indigenous Australians. Unfortunately, since
European settlement of Australia there has been a dramatic
decline in populations of small mammals and birds acrossdecline in populations of small mammals and birds across
this area, with many species found nowhere else on Earth
now at risk of extinction.
The Nature Conservancy works with Indigenous partners
to combine traditional ecological knowledge with the latest
in fire science to help deliver fire management programs
across Australia. Indigenous rangers in northern and central
              Australia set strategically placed small
       fires at the right time of year, which
       burn cool and low. This recreates the
       mosaic pattern of burning that 
       occurred prior to European settlement,
       which supports keeping habitats
       healthy for animals.

$17 plant a 15-tree orchard to help a family
overcome poverty  

$83 support conservation & 
fire management practices



Operation Joy has served families in the Northfield community since 
the 1970s. Each year, around 300 families participate in the program, and 
gifts donated by community members are shared with upwards of 800 
children. The Northfield Community Action Center's goal is to provide 
a joyful holiday experience to all children in Northfield. At this time, 
the most impactful way our community can help support this goal is 
through monetary donations and 100% of donations go directly to through monetary donations and 100% of donations go directly to 
helping provide holiday cheer to kids in our community. Due to 
COVID-19, this year’s donations will be used to purchase gift cards, 
which gives families the opportunity to select gifts their children will 
enjoy the most. To donate today check out the link below!

https://communityactioncenter.org/operation-joy/

The Northfield community 
is made up of generous and 
thougthful individuals, making
it a truly unique place to live. 
We thank you for your support
during this difficult time for so
many people. many people. 

Operation Joy 2020 will be held on Wednesday, December 2, at the CAC. 
The event will follow COVID-19 safety protocol and will include drive-thru
service. Please participate by giving toward a gift card purchase 
prior to December 1st!

Northfield Community Action Center
WHAT IS AN 
ALTERNATIVE GIFT?
An alternative gift is humanitarian support
given in honor of friend and family.
They are gifts of peace and justice, gifts that are sustainable and
that build security. These alternative gifts multiply and grow,
sometimes exponentiallsometimes exponentially, and offer hope and new life to people
facing grave crises and need. They challenge the trivia of our
modern culture. These are authentic gifts that people really use
and cherish. They always fit and are never thrown away.

A very distinctive shopper attends an Alternative Gift Market.
These markets are held in the U.S. and Canada, in schools, churches,
and service clubs. This market is known as a supermarket for the
poor and the planet, and is truly an international venue for fair trade.poor and the planet, and is truly an international venue for fair trade.
Unlike all other capitalist markets in the world, it does not exist to
make a profit, but rather it gives away three assets. It gives joy to the
donor (or shopper), global awareness and education to the recipient
of a gift card, and great benefit to people living in poverty and/or crisis, 
whether it is due to Covid-19 or otherwise. The shoppers in this market 
are First World people of every age who enjoy every advantage of
empowerment. They are the "haves" in a world of  "have-nots."  Theirempowerment. They are the "haves" in a world of  "have-nots."  Their
compassion is generously shared when they purchase simple gifts that
change the world through direct giving at an Alternative Gift Market.

(AGI)   Alternative Gifts International
(CW)   charity: water
(ELCA)   Evangelical Lutheran Church of America
(ISAIAH)   The Isaiah Project - Minnesota
(LPGM)   Lutheran Partners in Global Ministry
(TMP)  The Memory Project
(Y(YWAM)  Youth with a Mission
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