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 SERVICE PARTICIPANTS                          
  

Pastor 
Pastor Inger Hanson 

 

Organ & Piano 
Megan Engel 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The congregation is invited to stay for a reception  
in the Christian Life Center immediately following the service. 

 

Out of respect for our community, we ask that you wear masks at all times 
unless eating or drinking.  Social distancing is encouraged by small groups. 

 

Bulletins, audio-visual, and reception support  
provided with love by Bethel Lutheran Church.  

  

 

For I know that my              
Redeemer lives. 

 

- Job19:25 
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Funeral Service for 

 

MARY MARIE (LINTER) NYSTUEN 
August 8, 1931 - September 13, 2021 

 
 
PRELUDE “This is My Father’s World” - arr. Edwin T. Childs 

Violin Duet - Charles Gray & Deonne Gray 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME 
 
GATHERING 
 

Welcome in the name of Jesus, the Savior of the world.   
We are gathered to worship, to proclaim Christ crucified and risen,  
to remember before God our sister Mary, to give thanks for her life, to 
commend her to our merciful Redeemer, and to comfort one  
another in our grief. Amen.  

 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into his 
death. We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death,  
so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, 
we too might live a new life. For if we have been united with him in  
a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection 
like his. 
 

Eternal God, maker of heaven and earth, who formed us from the dust 
of the earth, who by your breath gave us life, we glorify you.  
We glorify you. 
 

Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life, who suffered death for all 
humanity, who rose from the grave to open the way to eternal life,  
we praise you. We praise you. 

 

Holy Spirit, author and giver of life, the comforter of all who sorrow, 
our sure confidence and everlasting hope, we worship you.  
We worship you. 
 

To you, O blessed Trinity, be glory and honor, forever and ever. 
Amen.  

 
ANTHEM “On Eagle’s Wings” - Michael Joncas  
                                      Soloist - Noel Stratmoen 
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COMMENDATION 
 

Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Mary.  
Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold,  
a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming.  Receive 
her into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting 
peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light.  Amen. 

 

 Rest eternal grant to Mary, O Lord,  
 and let light perpetual shine upon her.  

 
DOXOLOGY “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”  - Thomas Ken 

Sung by the Nystuen family 
 
BENEDICTION 
 

May the Lord bless you and keep you,  
may the Lord make the Lord’s face shine on you  
and be gracious to you,  
the Lord look upon you with favor,  
and give you peace.  Amen. 

 
DISMISSAL 
 

Let us go forth in peace, in the name of Christ.  Amen.  
 
SENDING ANTHEM “On Our Way Rejoicing” - John S.B. Monsell 

Soloist - Christina Schwietz 
 

The Nysteun family remembers this as Bethel’s sending hymn every week for many 
years. 

 

On our way rejoicing gladly let us go. 
Christ our Lord has conquered; vanquished is the foe. 
Christ without, our safety; Christ within, our joy; 
who, if we be faithful, can our hope destroy? 
On our way rejoicing, as we forward move, 
hearken to our praises, O blest God of love! 
 

Unto God the Father joyful songs we sing; 
unto God the Savior thankful hearts we bring; 
unto God the Spirit bow we and adore, 
on our way rejoicing now and evermore. 
On our way rejoicing; as we forward move, 
hearken to our praises, O blest God of love! 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting.  Amen.  
 

ANTHEM “Children of the Heavenly Father” - arr. Daniel Kallman 
Violin Duet - Charles Gray & Deonne Gray 

 
THE PRAYERS 
 

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray  
for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
 

Good and gracious God, we pray for the church universal and the  
mission of the gospel.  Sustain the efforts Mary poured so much of  
herself into, particularly all those related to food and the kitchen.   
Inspire us to connect with others and share your love in our own ways. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for the well-being of creation, and especially the farmlands of 
Iowa and Minnesota that Mary called home. Sustain crops with rain 
and favorable weather. Grant health to cows and chickens, lambs and 
dogs. Bless the hands that cultivate the fields and care for the animals. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for peace and justice in the world, for the nations and those in 
authority, and this community. Bless the work of the Farm Bureau,  
4-H, the NRC Auxiliary, and the CAC. Help us, like Mary, to volunteer 
our time and talents to organizations that make a difference.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

God of all grace, comfort all who mourn. Surround Mary’s family, 
friends, and this congregation with your love, that we may not be  
overwhelmed by our loss, but have confidence in your goodness,  
and strength to meet the days to come. May our memories bless and 
inspire us. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER - Albert Hay Malotte 

Soloist - Noel Stratmoen 
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GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.  

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

O God of grace and glory, we remember before you today  
our sister Mary. We thank you for giving her to us to know and  
to love as a companion in our pilgrimage on earth. In your boundless  
compassion, console us who mourn. Give us faith to see that death has 
been swallowed up in the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ, so that we 
may live in confidence and hope until we are gathered to our heavenly 
home in the company of all your saints; through Jesus Christ,  
our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

ANTHEM “THY WILL BE DONE” - JOYCE ELAINE EILERS  
Bethel Quartet - Chuck Sandstrom, Clark Cary, Gary Meidt,  

Warren Broughton, Gary Sherman 
 
A READING FROM SCRIPTURE  Micah 6:6-8 read by Paul Nystuen 
 

6 “With what shall I come before the LORD, 
    and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
    with calves a year old? 
7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 
    with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
    the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
    and what does the LORD require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
    and to walk humbly with your God?  

 
A PSALM  Psalm 46 read by Leah Nystuen 
 

1 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,  
and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
3 though its waters rage and foam,  
and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.  
4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,  
the holy habitation of the Most High. 
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5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;  
God shall help it at the break of day. 
6 The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;  
God speaks, and the earth melts away.  
7 The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
8 Come now, regard the works of the Lord,  
what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 
9 behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;  
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear,  
and burns the shields with fire. 
10 “Be still, then, and know that I am God;  
I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 
11 The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

 

ANTHEM “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” - Thomas A. Dorsey 
Soloist - Christina Schwietz 

            (Feel free to hum along or quietly meditate on the text.)  
 

 

Precious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, let me stand, 
I am tired, I am weak I am worn. 
Through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light. 
Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home.  
 

When my way grows drear, precious Lord, linger near, 
when my life is almost gone, 
hear my cry, hear my call, hold my hand lest I fall. 
Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home.  
 

When the darkness appears and the night draws near, 
and the day is past and gone, 
at the river I stand, guide my feet, hold my hand. 
Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home.  

 

HOLY GOSPEL  John 14:1-6 read by Katherine Nystuen 
 

The Holy Gospel according to John, the 14th chapter.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

14“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also  
in me. 2 In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places.  
If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place  
for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again 
and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be  
also. 4 And you know the way to the place where I am going.”  
5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. 
How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way,  
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and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

HOMILY 
 

ANTHEM “Lord of All Hopefulness” - Jan Struther 
Soloist - Christina Schwietz 

            (Feel free to hum along or quietly meditate on the text.)  
 

Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, 
whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy: 
be there at our waking, and give us, we pray, 
your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day. 
 

Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, 
whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe: 
be there at our labors, and give us, we pray, 
your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day. 
 

Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, 
your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace: 
be there at our homing, and give us, we pray, 
your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day. 
 

Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, 
whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm: 
be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray, 
your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day. 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth.   
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the virgin Mary,   
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried;  
 he descended to the dead.    
 On the third day he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven,  
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
 and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.  


